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CHAP. XXII. 

jfulian is declared Emperor by the Legims of Gaul. 
—His Marcb and Succe/s.^^^^be Death of Gm-- 
Jlantius. — Civil Adminiftration cf Julian. 

WHILE the Romans languilhed underThejeaioufy 
the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs and^J^^UJ" 
bilhops, the praifes of Julian were repeated withjuiitn. 
tranfport in every part of the empire, except in the 
palace of Conftantius. The Barbarians of Ger- 
many had felt, and Hill dreaded, the arms of 
the young Caefar ; his foldiers were the compa- 
nions of his vidory ; the grateful provincials 
enjoyed the bleffings of his reign ; but the fa- 
vourites, who had oppofed his elevation, were 
oflfended by his virtues; and theyjuftly confi- 
dered the friend of the people as the enemy of 
the court. As long as the. fame of Julian was 
Vol. IV. B doubtful. 
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doubtful, th€ buffoons of the palace, who werd 
(killed in the language of fatire, tried the effica- 
cy of thofe arts which they had fo often prac- 
tifed with fuccefs. They eafily difcovered, that 
his fimplicity was not exempt from affeftation : 
the ridiculous epithets of an hairy favage, of an 
ape invefted with the purple^ were applied to 
the drefs and perfon of .th<e philofophic war- 
rior ; and his modeft difpatcbes were ftigmatiz- 
ed as the vain and elaborate fiftions of a loqua-^ 
cious Greek, a fpeculative foldier, who had 
ftudied the art of war a,midft the groves of the 
academy (i). The voice of malicious folly was at 
length filqnced by the (houts of vicSkory • the 
conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 
no longer be painted as an objeft of contempt $ 
and the monarch himfelf was meanly ambitious 
of ftealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his lajbours. In tlie letters crowned 
With laurel, which, according to ancient cuftom, 
were add^eljed to the province the ixame of 
Juit^n w^ on£\itted. " Conftantiu» had made 
''. his difpofitio^s in pcrfou; he had ftgnaliaed 
*' his valour iii the foremoft ranks ; his military 
*' condu(::t had fecured the vi<ftpry; and the 
*' capHve ki;ig of the Barbarians, was prefented 
** to him Q^ the field of battle,^' from which he 
was a,t that time diftant above forty days jour- 
ney* 

(i) Omnes (Jul plus poterant In palatio, adulandi profeflbres jamdo^i^ 
re£le courulta, profpereque completa vertebant- in defidiculum : talia fine 
modo (Irepentes infuiie; in odium ven'ic cum vifboriis fuis ; capellft, non 
ftorap'j.ut 'hirfpium JuUanivn carpentes^ appdiantefqu^ loquacem tal* 
pam^i ^ purpuratara rimian), et litterionem Grxcum i et his congrueniia 
plurlma atqut vernacula principi refonantes, audire baec talia^e geflienti^ 
virtutes' ejus obruere verbis inipudqntibus conabantur, ut fegnem incef* 
ienteset tiinidum et umbratilem, gedaque fecus verbis coihptioribue ex* 
9tnaotem, Ammianus, xvii. i^ 
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ney (2). So extravagant a fable was incapable, 
however, of deceiving the public credulity, or 
even of fati^fying th« pride of the emperor 
bin>felf. Secretly confcious that the applaufe 
and favour of the Romans accompanied the 
rifing fortunes of Julian, his difcontented mind 
was prepared to receive the fubtle poifon of 
thofe artful fycophants, who coloured their mif- 
chievous dellgns with the faireft appearances of 
truth a?>d candoHr(3). Inftead or depreciating 
the merits of Julian, they acknowledged, and 
even exaggerated, his popular fame, fuperior 
talents, and important fcrviccs. But they dark- 
ly infmuatedy that the virtues of the Caefar 
might inftantly be converted into the moft 
dangerous crimes ^ if the inconftant multitude 
. fliould prefer their inclinations to theu* duty ; or 
if the general of a viftorious army (hould ht 
tempted from his allegiance by the hop« of re- 
venge, and independent grcatnefs. The per- 
fonal fea^s of Conftantius were interpreted byPeanand 
h\s council as a laudable anxiety for the public^^'^iuntiM. 
Cifety ; whilft in private, and perhaps in his own 
brcaii, he difguifed, under the lefs odious ap- 
pellation of fear, the fentiments of hatred and 
envy, which he had fecretly conceived for the in- 
imitable virtues of Julian. 

B a The 

(a) Ammian, xvi. r«. The orator Th^mirtio» (iv. p. ^. 57.) believed 
whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were addreiTed to 
the fenate of Conflanlinoplc. Aurelius Vi£lor, who publiihcd his Abridg- 
tacjlt in the laft year of Conftantius, afcribcs rhe German viaories to the 
mnfiim of the emperor, and \he fortune of the Capfar, Yet the biftorian, 
foon afterward*, was indebted to the favour or eileemof Julian for the ho- 
nour of a brafs ftatiie ; and the important offices of confular of the fc- 
cond Pannonia, and praefe£tof the city. Ammian. xxi. 10. 

(3) Callido nocendi artificio, accufatoriam diiitatem laudum titulis pera* 
gebant. . • H« voces ftierunt ad inflammanda odia probris omnibus po- 
tentiores* Stc Mamertin. in Anions Gratiarum in Vet Panegyr* 
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The legions ^hc apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the 

of Gtul are. • '^S r ^ n. • r 

ordered to imminent danger or the ealtern provinces, of- 
thcEtrt"^'* fcred a fpccious pretence for the defign which 
A^D.Vo, was artfully concerted by the Imperial minifters. 
April. They refolved to difarm the Csefar ; to recall 
thofe faithful troops who guarded his pcrfon and 
dignity ; and to employ in a diftant war againft 
the Perfian monarch, the hardy veterans who 
had vanquilhed, on the banks of the Rhine, the 
fierceft nations of Germany. While Julian ufed 
the laborious hours of his winter-quarters at Paris 
in the adminiftration of power, which, in his 
hands, was the exercife of virtue, he was fur- 
prifed by the hafty arrival of a tribune and a 
notary ; with pofitive orders from the emperor, 
which they were directed to execute, and be was 
commanded not to oppofe. Conftantius figni- 
fiod his pleafure, that four entire legions, the 
Celtae, and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Bata- 
vians, (hould be feparated from the ftandard of 
Julian, under which they had acquired their 
fame and difcipline ; that in each of the remain- 
ing bands, three hundred of the bravcft youths 
fhould be feledled ; and that this numerous de- 
tachment, the ftrength of the Gallic army, (hould 
inftantly begin their march, and exert their ut- 
mod diligence to arrive, before the opening of 
the campaign, on the frontiers of Perfia (4). The 
Caefar forefaw, and lamented, the confequences 
of this fatal mandate. Moft of the auxiliaries, 
who engaged their voluntary fervice, had ftipu- 

lated, 

(4) The minute interval, which may be interpofed between the byemt 
adult^aind the ^mgvere of Ammianus (xx. i. 4.), inftead of allowing a 
fofficient fpace for a march of three thou find miles, would render the or- 
dert of Conftantiw a« extravagant as they were unjuft. The troops of 
Gaul could not have, reached Syria till the end of autumn. The memory 
of Ammianui m«(l have been inaccurate, and his language inoorreCt. ■ 
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lated, that they fliould never be obliged to pafe 
the Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the 
peribnal honour of Julian, had been pledged 
for the • obfervance of this condition. Such an 
fi6k of treachery and oppreffion would deftroy 
the confidence, and excite the refentment, of 
the independent warrioVs of Germany, who corv- 
fidered truth as the nobleft of their virtues, and 
freedom as the moft valuable of their pofleflions. 
The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri- 
vileges of Romans, were enlifted for the general 
defence of the republic; but thofe mercenary 
troops heard with cojd indifference the anti- 
quated i)ames of the republic and of Rome. At- 
tached, cither from birth or long habit, to the 
climate and xnaqners of Gaul, they loved and 
admired Julian ^ they defpifed, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor ^ they dr^ded the laborious 
march, the Perfian arrows, and the burning de- 
fcrts of Afia. They claimed, as their own, the 
couiitry which they bad faved j and excufed 
their want of fpirit, by pleading the facred and 
mpre imniediate duty of protecting their families 
and friends. The apprehenfions of the Gauls 
were derived from the knowledge of the im- 
pending and inevitable danger. As foon as 
the provinces were exhaufted of their military 
iirength, the Germans would violate a treaty 
which had been impofed on their fears-, and 
notwithftanding the abilities amj valour of 
Julian, the general of a noniinal army, to whoip 
the public calamities would be imputed, muft 
find himfelf after a vain refiftance, either a pri- 
foner in the camp of the Barbarians, or a crimi- 
tial in the palace of Conftantius. I^ Julian 
complied with the orders which he had received, 
J}$ fubfcribed his own deftrudion, and that of a 

people 
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people who defcrved his afFeftion. But a pofi- 
tivc rcfufal was an aft of rebellion, and a decla- 
ration of war. The inexorable jealoufy of the 
emperor, the peremptory, and perhaps fnfidious, 
nature of his commands, left not any room for 
a fair apology, or candid interpretation ; and 
the dependent ftation of the Caefar fcarcely al- 
lowed him to paufe or to deliberate. Solitude 
cncreafed the perplexity of Julian ; he could no 
longer apply to the faithful counfels of Salluft, 
who had been removed from his office by the 
judicious malice of the eunuchs : he could not 
even enforce his reprefentations by the concur- 
rence of the minifters, who would have been 
afraid, or aftiamed, to approve the ruin of Gaul. 
The moment had been chofen, when Lupici- 
nus (5), the general of the cavalry, was difpatch- 
ed into Britain, to repulfe the inroads of the 
Scots and Pifts ; and Horentius was occupied at 
Vienna by the aflefTrxient of the tribute. The 
latter, a crafty and corrupt ftatefman, declining 
to affumc a refponfiblc part on this dangerous 
occafion, eluded the preffing and repeated invi- 
tations of Julian, who reprefented to him, that 
in every important meafure, the prefence of the 
praefeft was indifpenfable in the council of the ^ 
prince. In the mean while the Caefar vi as op- 
prefled by the rude and importunate folicitations 
of the Imperial meffengers, who. prefumed to 
fuggeft, that if he expected the return of his mi- 
nifters, he would charge himfelf with the guilt 

of 

(5) Anvnianns, xx. i. The valour of Lupicinu«^ and his miiitary 
ikill, are #kaowle(1ged by the hiftorian, who, in his afiejSbed language, 
accufet the general of exalting the horns of his pride, bellowing in a 
tragic tone, and exciting a doubt, whether he was more cruel or avarici- 
ous. Tht danger from th£ Scots and Pia;« was fo ferious, that Julian 
Win^ bad feme thoughts of paffing over intothe ifland. 
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of the deUy, and referrc for them the merit of 
the execution. Utiabte to refift, unwilling to 
comply, Julian exprfeffed, in the molt ferious 
terms, his wifh, and even his intention of re- 
ligning the purple, which he could not preferve 
with honour, but which he could not abdicate 
with fafety. 

After a painful conflidl, Julian Was compelled 
to acknowledge, that obedience v/as the virtue 
pf the moft- eminent fubjeft, and that the foVe-ThehdifT 
reign alone was entitled to judge of the public*^**"**"^'* 
welfare. He iffued the ncceffary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conftan- 
tius ; a part of the troops began thfeir mafch for 
the Alps ; and the detachments from tlie fevcral 
garrifons moved towards their refpcftive places 
of affembly. They advanced with difficulty . 
through the trembling and affrighted crowds of 
provincials i who attempted to excite their pity 
by filent defpair, or loud lamentations; while 
the wives of the foldiers, Jiolding their infants in ' 
their arms, accufed.the defertion of their huf- 
bands in the mixed language of grief, of tender- 
nefe, and of indignation. This fcene of gene- 
ral diftrefs affltdted the humanity of the Cfiefar ; 
he granted a fufficient number of poft-waggons 
to tranfpott the wives and fatiliHes of the foidi- 
ers (6), endeavoured to alleviate the hardlhips 
which he \^as conftrained to inflidt, and en- 
cfeafed, by the raoft laudable arts, hid own po- 
pularity, and the difcontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is fooil con- 
verted into rage; their licentiocw rtiurmurs, 

which 

(6) He grantwf theitl the permiflioii of th* curjts clavvAdt'u^ w clabuU- 
rh. Thcfe po(l-v^»ggon8 are often mentioned in the Code, and wfere fup-? 
pofed to carry fifteen hundred pounds weight. See Valef. ad ^mmian. 
XX. 4. 
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v^hich every hour were communicated from tent 
to tent with more boldnefs and effed^^ prepared 
their minds for the moft daring a£U of fedition ; 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a fea- 
fonable libel was fecretly difperfed, which paint- 
ed, in lively colours the difgrace of the Casfar, 
the oppreflion of the Gallic army, and the feeble 
vices of the tyrant of Alia. The fervants of 
Conftantius were ai^onifhed and alarmed by the 
progrefs of this dangerous fpirit. They prefled 
the Caefar to haften the departure of the troops ; 
but they imprudently rejeded the honeft and ju- 
dicious advice of Julian ; who propofed that 
they fliould not march through Paris, and fug- 
gefted the danger and temptation of a laft in- 
terview. 
diiS/aiuii Asfoon as the approach of the troops was 
«nperor. ^nuouuced, the Caefar went out to meet them, 
and afcended his tribunal, which had been ereft- 
ed in a plain before the gates of the city. Af- 
ter diftifiguifhing the officers and foldiers, who 
by their rank or merit deferved a peculiar at- 
tention, Julian add^relTed himfelf in a ftudied 
oration to the furrqunding multitude : he cele- 
brated their exploits with grateful applaufe ; 
encouraged them to accept, with alacrity, the 
honour of ferving under the eyes of a powerful 
and liberal monarch ; and admonifhed them, 
that the commands of Auguftus required an 
inftant and cheerful obedience. The foldiers, 
who were apprehenfive of offending their general 
by a,n indecent clamour, or of belying their 
fentiments by falfe and venal acclamations, 
maintained an obftinate filence ; and, after a 
fliort paufe, were difmiffed to their quarters. 
The principal officers were entertmned by the 
C^ar, who profefled, in the warmeft language 
' • of 
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of friendfliip, his defire and his inability to re- 
ward, according to their deferts, the brave com- 
panions of his vidtorics. They retired from the 
feaft, full of grief and perplexity ^ and lament- 
ed the hardfliip of their fate, which tore them 
from their beloved general and their native coun- 
try. The only expedient which could prevent 
ttieir reparation was boldly agitated and ap- 
proved ; the popular refentment was infenfibly 
moulded into a regular confpiracy ; their juft 
reafons of complaint were heightened by paf- 
fion, and their jpaffions were inflamed by wine ; 
as on the eve of their departure, the troops were 
indulged in licentious feftivity. At the hour of 
midnight, the impetuous multitude, withfwords, 
and bowls, and torches, in their hands, rulhed 
into the fuburbs ; encompaffed the palace (7) ; 
and, carelefs of future dangers, pronounced the 
fatal and irrevocable word^, Julian Augus- 
tus ! The prince, whofe anxious fufpence was 
interrupted by their diforderly acclamations, fe- 

cured 

(7) Moft probably the ptiace oT the bttht (Tbermarum), of which ft 
iblid and lofty hall fiill fubriftt in them de la Harft^ The boiUingt ce* 
▼«fed acoaCderable fpacc of the modern quarter of the aniverfity ; and 
the garden*, under the Merovingian kingi» communicated with^e abbey 
of Sc Germain dez Prez. By the injurict of time and the Normans, thU 
>ocicnt palace was reduced, in the twelfth century, to a maze of rnint i 
whole dark recedes were the fcene of iioentioua love. 

Explicat aula finus montemqoe ample£^itur alis \ 

Multiplici btebra fcelerura terfura rnborem. 

- . . . . - pereuntb fcpc pudoria 

Celatura nefas, Venerifque accommoda furtts, 

(Tbde lines are quoted from the Architrennu, 1. iv» c. 8; % poetical 
work of John de HauteviUe, or Hanville, a Monk of St. AlbaBa, about 
ibeyear 1190. See Warton's Hiftory of Englifh Poetry, vol. t. dif- 
ftrt. it.) Yet fuch thefU ipight be iefs pemiciouf to mankind, than the 
theological difputes of the Sorbonne. which have been fincc igiutcd oa 
the lame ground. Bonamy, Mem. de TAcademie, torn. XT. p. 678— 
<8a. 
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ciired the doors again A their intrufion ; and, as 
long as it was in bis power, fecluded his perfon 
and dignity from the accidents of a nofturrial 
tumult. At the dawn of day, the fbldiers, whofe 
zeal was irritated by oppofilion, forcibly entered 
the palace, feized, with refpeitful violence, the 
objedl of their choice, guarded Julian with 
drawn fwords through the flrccts of Paris, placed 
him on the tribunal, and with repeated (houta 
faluted him as their emperor. Prudence, as well 
as loyalty, inculcated the propriety of refilling 
their treafonable defigns ; and of preparing for 
his oppreffed virtue, the excufe of violence. 
Addrefling himfelf by turns to the multitude and 
. tp individuals, he fometimes implored their mer- 
cy, and fometimes expreffed his indignation i 
conjured them not to fully the fame of their im- 
mortal vidories ; and ventured to promife, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain frorh the 
emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their refentment. But the foldiers, who 
were confcious of their guilt, chofe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 
fenfibly turned into impatience, and their impa- 
tience into rage. The inflexible Caefar fuftained 
till the third hour of the day, their prayers, their 
reproaches, and their menaces 5 nor did he yield, 
till he had been repeatedly affured, that if he 
wifhed to live, he muft confcnt to reign. He 
was exalted on a Ihield in the prefence, and 
amrdft the unanimous acclamations, of the 
troops i a rich military collar, which was offered 
... .by 
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by chance, fupplied the want of a diadem (8); 
the ceremony was concluded by the promife of 
a moderate donative (9) j and the new emperor, 
overwhelmed with real or afFedted grief, retired 
into the moft fecret receflfea of his apartment (10). 

The grief of Julian could proceed only fromHj, p^^^^^. 
his innocence ; but his innocence mull appear «»tioiM of in- 
extremely doubtful (ir) in the eyesof thofe who"^*"*" 
have learned to fufpedt the motives and the pro* 
feffions of princes. His lively and adlive mind 
was fiifceptible of the various imprelfioris of hope 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 
of reproach. But it is impoflible for us to calcu- 
late the refpeflive weight and operation of thefe 
fentiments ; or tp afcertain the principles of ac- 
tion, which might efcape the obfervation, while 
they guided, or rather impelled, the fteps of 
Julian himfelf. The difcontent of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies ; 

their 

(8) Even in this tvmnttuoaf motneot, Julian ttteiiM to tde forms 
of faptrftifteus cdftOMtty •, and obfttimtely reftiftd the inaurpiciais uff of 
a f«fiiaU nocktece, or a h«-(e^€oilar, wkicb th« impftticnt foUien would 
have employed in the room of a diadem. 

(9) An equal proponioa of gold and filver, five pieces of thf fonDer, 
one pound of the latter ; the whole tmouoting to about five pounds ten 
fliiUings of our money. 

(10) For tkc «h«le narrative ef vbia rtvoW, we naay appeal lo tvtlien- 
tic and original maferiak ; Julian hiroi»lf (%d S. P. Q^ Atbenicaffni) 
p. 282, 283, 184.), Libanius (Orat. Parental, c. 44'*'48* u% Fahriciiis 
BibiioC. Or«c. torn. vii. p. a5v*-^3 h Ammianvs (xx. 4.), and Zofi- 
mua (I. iii,p. 151, 152, i53)» who in tW raigft of Juliaa, apptars to 
fellow the m«<e refpeOaUe aaibority of Eooipivs. Wick fucb giiidia» 
we mighi ncglea the abbreviators and tedtfiaftical biftaFitna, 

(iy) EntropHia, a rc^JptaaUe witAeiiiy ufiM a douUM £xprffiafi, 
** confenfa mitttum" K rj). Gregory NatiameiH whafe iyiQnMMe 
might cscufe his fknaftieifm, direaiy charge rbc apoAato wi«b pfeTunpti- 
on, madncfs, and impipus rebellion, uv6ec^u»f «wsM«flf, atw C tia t * 
Orat iii. p. 67. ^ 
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their tumult was the natural cfFeft of intcreft and 
of pafUon ; and if Julian had tried to conceal a 
deep defign under the appearances of chance, 
he muft have employed the moft confummatc 
artifice without nccelftty, and probably without 
fuccefs. He folenjnly declares, in the prefence 
of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of Minerva, 
and of all the other deities, th^-t, till the clofc of 
the evening which preceded his elevation, he 
was utterly ignorant of the defigns of the fol- 
diers(i2); and it may fcem ungenerous to 
diftruft the honour of a hera, and the truth of ^, 
philofopher. Yet the fuperftitious confidence 
that Conftantius was the enemy, and that hehim- 
felfwas the favourite, of the gods, might prompt 
him to defire, to folicit, and even to haften the 
aufpicious moment of his reign, which was 
predeftined to reftore the ancient religion of 
mankind. When Julian had receive^ the intel- 
ligence of the confpiracy, he refigned himfelf to 
a (hort flumber ; and afterwards related to his 
friends, that he had feen the Genius of the em- 
pire waiting with fome impatience at his door, 
preffing for admittance, and reprpaching his 
want of fpirit and ambition (13). Aftoniflied 
and perplexed, he addreiTed hi3 prayer^ to the 

great 

(11) Jtilisn. ad S. P. (^ Athen. p. 384. The devnt Abbe de la 
Bl^terie (Vie de JuUen, p. 1 59.) is aimoft inclined to rtfpeft the Jewui 
preteftatioos of a Pagan. 

(i 3) Anomian. xa. 5. with the note of Lindenbrogiut on' the Genivs 
of the empire. Julian himfelf^ in a confidential letter tp hit friend and 
phyfician, Oribafiat (Epift. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another dream, to 
which, before the event> he gave credit ; of a ftately tree thrown to the 
groand, of a fmall plant ftriking a deep root into the earth. Even in hif 
iteep, f he mind of the Csfar muft have been agitated by the hopes and^ 
fpars of his ^tuoe. Zofimus (1. iii. p. 15$.) relates a fubfequen^ 
dream. 



to Conftan- 
cius. 
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great Jupiter ; who immediately fi^nified, by a 
clear and manifeft omen, that he mould fubmlt 
to the will of heaven and of the army. The 
conduft which difclaims the ordinary maxims of 
reafon, excites our fufpicion and eludes our en- 
quiry. Whenever the fpirit of fanaticifm, at 
once fo credulous and fo crafty, has infmuated 
itfelf into a noble mind, it infenfibly corrodes 
the vital principles of virtue and veracity. 

To moderate the zeal of his party, to protect Hi««n^fly 
theperfons of his enemies (14), to defeat andto|f " " 
defpife the fecret cnterprifes which were formed 
againft his life and dignity, were the cares which 
employed the firft days of the reign of the new 
Emperor. Although he Was firmly refolved to 
maintain the ilation which he had aflumed, he 
was ftill defirous of faving his country from the 
calamities of civil war, of declining a conteit 
with the fuperior forces of Conftantius, and of 
preferving his own charafter from the reproach 
of perfidy and ingratitude. Adorned with the 
enfigns of military and Imperial pomp, Julian 
(hewed himfelf in the field of Mars to the fold- 
iers, who glowed with ardent enthufiafm in the 
caufe of thdr pupil, their leader, and their 
friend. He recapitulated their viftories, lament- 
ed their fufferings, applauded their refolution^ 
animated their hopes, and checked their impc- 
tuofity ; nor did he difmifs the affembly, till he 
had obtained a folcmn promife from the troops, 
that if the emperor of the eaft would fubfcribe 
an equitable treaty, ihey would renounce any 
views of conqueft, and fatisfy thcmfelvcs with 

the 

. (14) The difficult (ituationof the prince of a rebeiiious armf it finely 
defcribed by fadtus (Hift. i. So—Ss.). But Oibo had much more 
gtfiltf and much lefs ai>Uitie8, than Julian. 
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the tranquil poffeffion of the Gallic provinces. 
On this foundation he compofcd, in his own 
nan^, and in that of the army, a fpecious and 
moderate epiftle (15)9 which was delivered to 
Pentadius^^ his mailer of the offices, and to his 
chamberlain Eutherius ; two ambaffadors whom 
he appc^inted to receive the anfwer, and obferve 
the difpofitions of Conftantius. This epiftle is 
infcribed with the modeft appellation of Caefar ^ 
but Julian folicits in a peremptory though re- 
fpedlful manner, the connrmaiion of the title of 
Auguftus. He acknowledges tlie irregularity of 
bis own eleftion, while he juftifies, in foroe 
meafure, the refeniment and violence of the 
troops which had extorted his reludant confent. 
He allows the fuprcmacy of his brother Conftan- 
tius V and engages tafend him an annual prefent 
of SpaniOi horfes, to recruit his army with a 
fcle<ft number of ^barian youths, and tp accept 
from his choice a Praetorian praefeft of approved 
difcretion and fiddity. But he referves for him- 
felf the nomination of his other civil andmiUtary 
oSkers, with the troops, the revenue,, and the 
fovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 
He admoni(hes the emperor to confult the dic- 
tates of juftice; to dHlrufl: the arts of thofe ve- 
nal flatterers, who fuEfift only by the difcord of 
princes; and to embiace the offer of a fair and 
honourable trca^ty^ equally advantageous to the 
republic,, and to the houfe of Conftantine. In 
this negociation Julian clahned no more than be 
already poflefled. The delegated authority which 
he had long, exercifed over the provinces of 

Gaul, 

(1$) To this oftenfiblc epidic he added, fays Ammiaaasy private letters, 
objurgatorifts et mordaces, which the hiftorian bad not feen, and woaM 
^t have publiftied. Perhaps tbiey n«ver exiftedi 
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Gaul, Spain, ^nd Britain, was ftill obeyed under 
a name more independent and auguft. The 
ibldiers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 
which was not ftained even with tlie Wood of the 
guilty. Florentius was a fugitive •, Lupicinus a 
prifoncr. The perfons who were difaffe(5ted to 
the new government were difarnied and fecured ; 
and the vacant oflfces were diftributed, accord- 
ing to the recommendation of merit, by ^ 
prince^ who defpifed the inti^ues of the palace, 
and the clamours of the foldiefs (16). 

The negoci^ntions of peace were accompanied His fourth 
and fupported by the moft vigorous preparati-a»>^. fift*»«- 
ons for war. The army, which Julian held inyonUX 
readinefs for immediate action, was recruited ^^'"«> 
^nd augmented by tbj diforders of the times. 361. *^ ^^ 
The cruel perfecution df the fa^kioa of Mag^ ^ 

nentius had filled Gaul with numerous bands oi 
outlaws and robbers. They chearfuUy accepted 
the offer of a general parden from a prtncd 
whom they could truft, ftkboiitted to the re- 
ftraiots of military difcipliae, and retained only - 
their, implacabk hatred to the perfon and govern- 
ipefit of Gonftantius (17). As foon as the feafon 
of the year perraitt^ Julian to take the field, 
he appeared at the head of his legions.; threw a 
bridge over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of 
Cleves ; and prepared to chaftife the perfidy of 
the Attuarii^ a tribe of Franks, who prefumed 

• ' that 

(16) See the iirll Crtnra£(ions of his reiga, in Jaiiftn ad S. F. Q. At hen. 
p. 285, 285. Ammianus, xx. $. 8. Liban. Orat. Parent* c. 49, 50. 

p. a73»--a7S- 

(17) Liban. Orit. Parent, c. 50. p. 275, tj6\ A ftrange diforder, 
fince it continued above feven year*. In the f^aions of the Greek repub- 
lics, the exiles amonnttd to %c,9oo perfons ; and Iflbcrates aflures Philip^ 
that it would be eafier to raife an army from the vagabonds than from tfav 
cities. See Hume's EfTays, torn. i. p. 4%6y 42 7^ 
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that they might ravage, with impunity, the 
frontiers of a divided empire. The difficulty, 
as well as glory, of this cnterprize, confifted in 
a laborious march ; and Julian had conquered, 
as foon as he could penetrate into a country, 
which former princes had confidered as inaccefli- 
ble. After he had given peace to the Barbari- 
ans, the emperor carefully vifited the fortifica- 
tions along the Rhine from Cleves to Bafil ^ fur- 
veyed with peculiar attention, the territories 
which he had recovered from the hands of the 
Alemanni, paiTed through Befan9on(i8X which 
had feverely fufFered from their fury, and fixed 
his head-quarters at Vienna for the enfuing win- 
ter. The barrier of Gaul was improved and 
fbrengthened with additional fortifications ; and 
Julian entertained fome hopes, that the Ger- 
mans, whom he had fo often vanquifhed, might, 
in his abfence, be reftrained, by the. terror of 
his name. Vadomair ( 1 9) was the only prince of 
the Alemanni, whom he efteemed or feared ^ 
and while the fubtle Barbarian afFedted to obferve 
the faith of treaties, the progrefs of his arms 
threatened the ftate with an unfeafonable and 
dangerous war. The policy of Julian conde* 
fcended to furprife the prince of the Alemanni 
by his own arts ; and Vadomair, who, in the 

charafter 

(18) Julitn (£pift. xxxviu. p. 414.) gives t (hort defcripiion of Vefon* 
tiOf or Beftn^on ; a rocky peninfuU almoft encircled by the river Doux; 
once ft nugnificeat city, filled with temples^ &c now Jeduced to a fmall 
town, emerging hQwever from its mint, 

(19) Vadomair entered into the Roman fervice, and was promoted 
from a Barbarian kingdom to the aiilitary rank of duke of Phoenecia. He 
ftill retained the fame artful character (Ammian. xxi. 4.) ; but, under 
the reign of Valenty he fignalized bis valour in the Armenian war 
(xxix. I.)- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17 

character of a friend^ had incautioufly accepted 
an invitation from the Roman governors, was 
feized m the midft of the entertainment, and 
fent away prifoner into the heart of Spain. Be- 
fore the Barbarians were recovered from their 
amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on 
the banks of the Rhine, and once more crof- 
fmg the river, renewed the deep imprelfions of 
terror and refpeft which had been ahready made 
by four preceeding-e)cpeditions(2o). 

The ambaffadors of Julian had been inftruft-Pniitkft 
cd to execute, with the utmoft diligence, their 5IS2»^ 
important commiffion. But, in their paflageof ^w» 
through Italy and lUyricum, they were detained^* ' ^^'* 
by the tedious and afteftcd delays of the provin- 
cial governors; they were condufted by flow 
journies from Conftantinople to Cacfar^ in Cap- 
padocia ; and when at length they were admitted 
to the prefence of Conftantius, they found that 
he had already conceived from the difpatchcs of 
his own officers, the moft unfavourable opinion 
of the condudt of Julian, and of the Gallic ar- 
my. The letters were heard with impatience ^ 
the trembling meflcngcrs were difmiffed with in- 
dignation and contempt ; and the looks, the 
gefturcs, the furious language of the monarch, 
exprefled the diforder of his foul. The domef- 
tic connedtion, which might have reconciled the 
brother and the hufband of Helena, was recent- 
ly diflblved by the death of that princefs, whofc 
pregnancy had been feveral times fruitlefs, and 
was at laft fatal to herfelf (21). The emprefs 

Vol. IV. C Eufebia 

(»o) Ammtan, xx. lo. xxi. 3. 4. Zofimut, 1. lii. p* ISS* 

(21) Her remains were fent to Rome, and interred near thofe of her 

fifter Conftantina, in the fuborb of the Via Nmentana, Ammiao* xxi. i. 

Libaniushat compofed a very weak apolo|y to jullify bis hero from a very 

abfard 
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Eufebia h^d pccfervod lo tbe laft morneat of hef 
Hfe^he warm, and even jcalauSf afTeAion which 
flie bad conceived for Julian ; ami her mild influx 
ence migl^t have moderated the refeotment of ar 
prince^ w.ho^ fince her deaths was abandoned lo 
his own paflions, aud to th^ arts of his eunudis^ 
But the terror of a foreign invafion ohUged hiln 
to fufpend the! puniihment of a private enepny ; 
he continued his march towarda the confines of 
Perfia^ and thought it fuflScient to fignify the 
conditions iHrhich might entitle Julian and his 
guiky followers to Ae ckmency of their ofFend- 
^fovereign. He required, that the prcfumptu^ 
dus CabSBLX (hould expreC^y renounce the appella* 
tioii aiid rank of Augullus^ which he had ac 
cepted from the rebels ^ that he fliould defcend 
to his former ftation of a linaited and dependent 
Ininifter ; that be ftiould veft the powers of the 
fiate and army ii\ the hands of thojfe oficers who 
were ap^xointed by the imperial court ; and that 
he fhould tciift lus Safety to th,e affurances of 
pardoli^ which were announced by Epictetus, a 
OalHc htfliop, and one of the Arian favourites of 
€onftantiti5« Several months were inefie€tually 
confvimed io a treaty which was negociatod at 
the dftflance of three thou&nd miles between 
Farts and AnticKh ; and^ a3. £ix>n as Juliaci per- 
ceived that his thoderate and utipt&S^ behaviour 
ferved only to irritate the pride of an implacable 
adverfkry^ he boldly refolved to commit his life 

and 

al>A]rd.(Wge; of polfdning his wife, afid rewarding her phyliciaq with 
dls mother's jewels. (See the feventh of fevcnteen aew orations, pub- 
lifhed at Venice 1754, from a MS. in St. Mark's library, p. 117— .1*7 J 
Elpifiius, the Prctorian prefect of the Baft, to whole evidence the accu- 
fer of Julian appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as efhunate and aagrate-^ 
ftil ; jtt \hc religiop of ElpiidSus is praifed by Jerwn (torn, i, p. 243. >, 
anid his humanity by Affimianus («xi; 6.). 
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and fortunp to the chance of a civil war, He 
gave a public and military audience to the quaef- 
tor Leonas ; the haughty epiftle of Con{lantiu$ 
was read to the attentive multttude ; and Julian 
pcpteftcd, with the moft flattering deference^ 
that he was ready to refign the title of Auguftus^ 
if he could obtain the cdnfent of thofe whom he 
acknowledged j^s tht* authors of his elevation. 
The faint propofal was impetuoufly filencedj 
and the acclamations of * Julian Augullus^ 
** continue to reign, by the authority of the ar- 
*• my, of the people, of the republic^ which 
" you have faved/* thundered at once, from 
every part of Jhe field, and terrified thfj pajtc 
amb^flador of Gonftantius. A part of the let- 
ter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 
arraigrned the ingratitude of Julian,, whom he 
had inverted with the honours of the purple ; 
whom he had educated with fo much care and 
tendemcfe ^ whom he had prcftrvcd in hism&n- 
cy, when he was left a helplefs orphan i ^^ Mr 
" orphan }" tnterrnpted Julian, who juftified his 
caufe by indulging his paffions : *• Does the af- 
" faflin of ray family reproach me that I waa 
" left an orphan i He urges me to revenge thofe 
" injuries, whfd) I have long ftudied to forget.** 
The aflembly was difmiiTed ; and Leonas, whoy 
with fome dif&culty^ had b^n p^oteded front 
the popular fury, was fent back to bis mailer, 
with an epiftle, in which Julian expreffcd, in a 
ftrain of the moft vehement eloquence, the fear 
timents of contempt, of hatred, and of i^cfcnt- 
ment, which had been fupprefied and embittered 
by the diffimulation of twenty years. After this 
mel&ge, which might be conbdei^ as a ilgnal 
of irreconcilable war, Julian, who, ibme w«ck;» 
before, had celebrated the Chriftian fefthral of 
Cz th9 
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the Epiphany (22^, made a public declaration 
that he committed the care of his fafety to the 
IMMORTAL GODS ; and thus publickly renoun- 
ced the religion, as well as the fricndftiip, of 
Conftantius (23), 
wrisVat- '^^^ fiiuation of Julian required a vigorous 
tick Con- and immediate refolution. He had difcovered 
lUotius. fj.Qj^ intercepted letters, that his adverfary, fa- 
crificing the intereft of the ftate to that of the 
monarch, had again excited the Barbarians to 
invade the provinces of the Weft. The pofiti- 
on of tw© magazines, one of them coUefled on 
the banks of the lake of Conftance, the other 
formed at the foot of the Cottian Alps, feemed 
to indicate the inarch of two armies ; and the 
fize of thofe magazines, each of which cpnfifted 
of fix hundred thoufand quarters of wheat, or 
rather flour (24^, was a threatening evidence of 

the 

(2t) Ferianxm die qnem celebrtntet menfe JanuArio, Chriftiani Epipha* 
nU di£titant, progrefius in coram ecclefiam, folemniter nnmine orato 
diiccflit. I Ammkn. gcxi.a. < Zonaras obferves, that it was on Cbriftmas- 
day, and. his alTertioa Js not inconfiftent ; fince the diurchetof Egypt, 
Aiia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the fame day (the fixth of Janu- 
ary)) the nativity and the baptifm of their Saviour. The Romans, as 
ignorant %» th<ar' breibteit. of. the real date of his birth, fixed the folemn 
feftival to the 95th of December, the BrumaUaj or wmter folttice« 
when the Pagans annually celebrated the birth of the Sun. See Biog- 
ham'n^Antiquitles of Che Chriftian Church, 1. xx. c. 4. and Beaufobre 
Hift. Critique du Manifhcifme, tom. ii. p. <?90— 700. 
. (23) 'I'hc public and fccrcc negociations between Conftantius and Julian, 
muft be extra^ed, with fome cantioo, from Julian himfelf (Orat. ad 
S. P. Q^ Athen. p. a85.)V Libanius (Orat. Parent, c, $1. p. 276.), Am- 
mianirs (xx.,9k); Zofimus (1. iii. p. 154.), and even Zonaras (tom. ii. J, 
(iii: p« ao, 21, %%^- who, on this occafion, appears to have poflefled and 
ufcd fome valuable materials. 

(24) Three hundred myriads, or three millions of miJimni, a corn* 
meifure familiar to th[<; Athenians, and which contained (ix Roman moJii: 
Julian explains, like a foldier and a ftatefman, the danger of hisfituati- 
(«i, and the neceflity and advantages of an offenGve war (ad S. P. Q, 
Aihen. p. 285, 387). 
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the ftrength and numbers of the enemy, who 
prepared to furround him. But the Imperial le- 
gions were ftill in their diftant quarters of Afia ; 
the Danube was feebly guarded ; and if Julian 
could occupy, by a fudden incurfion, the im- 
portant provinces of Illyricum, he might exped: 
that a people of foldiers would refort to his 
Aandard, and that the rich mines of gold and 
filver would contribute to the cxpenccs of the 
civil war. He propofcd this bold enterprife to 
the aflembly of the foldiers ; infpired them with 
^ juft confidence in their general, and in them- 
felves ; and exhorted them to maintain their re- 
putatpop, of being terrible to the enemy^ mode- 
rate to their fellow-citizens, and obedient to 
their officeris. Hi$ fpirited difcourf e was received 
with the loudeft acclamations, and the fame 
troops whiich had taken up arms againft Con* 
ftantiusp when he fummbned them to leave 
Gaul, now declared with alacrity, that they 
would follow Julian to the fartheft euctremities of 
Europe or Afia. The oath of fidelity was ad- 
miniftered ( and the foldiers, clafhing their 
(hields, and pointing their drawn fwordsto their 
throats, devoted themfelves, with horrid impre- 
cations, to the fervice of a leader whom they 
celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, and the con- 
queror of the Germans (25), This fplemn en- 
gagement, which fecmcd to be didtated by af- 
feaion, rather than by duty, was fingly oppofed 
by Nebridius, who had been admitted to the of- 
fice of Praetorian praefedt. That faithful minif- 
ter, alone and unaiTifted, afferted the rights of 
Conftantius in the midft of an armed and angry 

multi- 

(zs) See his oratioo, and the Ubaviour of the troops, in Ammiaflf^ 
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multitude, to whofe fury he had afanoft fallen ati 
honouraUei but uff lefs^ iacrifice. After lofing 
one of his hands by the ftroke of a fword^ he 
embraced the knees of the prince whom he bad 
offended. Julian covered the prsfe^ with his 
Imperial mantle, and protecting him from the 
zeal of his followers, difmifled him to bis own 
houfe, with lefs refpeft than was perhaps due to 
the virtue of an enemy (26). The high office of 
Nebridius was bellowed on Salluft^ and the 
provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
trom the intderabte oppreffion of taxes, emov- 
ed the mild and equitable adminiftration of tlie 
friend of Julian^ who was permitted to pradtife 
tbofe virtues which he hiii inftUled into the mind 
of his piH»K^7>- 
His march The hop^s c^ ^ulioB de|)cnded much kfs on 
Rhbe^to tbe xBimber oC his troops^ than on the celerity 
Hiyriciim. of tuB motkms* In the execution of a daring 
eitfefpriie, he availed himfelf of every precautf- 
on, aa far as prudence could fugyg^; and 
where p'udcnte could no longer accompany his 
fteps) he trufied the event to valour and to for- 
tune. In the neigbbourhood of Bafil he af- 
fembkd and dividra hia ^ my (at). Ont body, 
whieh confifted of ten thoufand men, was di- 
re£ibdt tmdor the command of Nevitta^ general 
of the cavalry, to advaiK:e throu^ t)ie midland 

parts 

(16) Htiternly refoTcd hit han^to the fuppUanc prcfed, whom be Tent 
inf^ ToittB/ (Ammiin. zxi. ^.). Libtaittc, with favagr turf infuht 
"SMAmf. appJawb die ibUicrt, and aftaod catfbrca the fanmaoity of Ju* 
lifli (Ofac Parent, e. $3. p. %j%.). 

(17) Animian. xxi. 8. In this pmnotioo, Joilan obeyed the taw 
whicJr he puMicly impofed on himfelT. Keqne civiles quifquam judtex ncc 
militarit rt£lor, alio quodaos prxter roerita^ruffngante, ad potiorum tc* 
niat gradum (Ammiin. xx. $.). Abfenoe did not weaken his regard for 
Sallna^wiih whofit aaoM (A. IX 3^3*) he hcSMvred ck« coafaKhip. 

(28) Ammianut (xxi. 8) afcribes the fame pradice, and the fame mo- 
tive, to Alexander the Great, and other IkilfQl generals. 
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pcurts of Rhetta and Noritum. A fimihr diVt* 
fion of ti'oo|>s, under the order! of Jovius and 
Jovinufi, prepared tcf follow the oblique courfe 
of the hxghwayt, throtig;h the Alps and the nor- 
thern confines of Italy. The inftnwaions to the 
generals Ivere conceived with energy and preci- 
sion : to haften th<^r march in clbfe and compact 
columns, which, according to the difpofition of 
the ground, might readily be changed into any 
order qf battle ; to fecure thi*itifelvc4 againft the 
furprifes of the night by ftrong pofts aqd vigi- 
lant guards ; to p*«vem refiftanfce by their un- 
expeded arrival ; to elude examination by their 
fudden departure $ to fpread th^ opinibrt cf their 
ftrenoth, and the terrcfr ii( his name i and to 
join their fover^^gn under the Wallt iOf Sirmium^ 
For binhielf^ Julian hdd referved a mt^e difilcult 
and extraordinary jxitt. He Iblidted three thoii- 
(and brave and a^ive volunte^fgv refohredj like 
their leatier^ to cift behind thettf efvery hope df 
a retreat! at thfe heiKl of tbia faithful band, he 
fearldsly piunj^ed into the rists^k dF the Mard* 
an, orUact^ mreft, v^hich conceals thefourees 
of the DanQbe Hg) i and^ for many days,, the 
fate of Julian was unknown to the world. The . 
fccrecy of his match, his diligence, and vigour, 
furmoimted fcVei-y obftifclc; he forced his ^iy 
over niduhtaihs arid mbraflcs, opcupied tfie brid- 
ges or fwam the rivers, p^rfued his direft 
CQurfc(3o), without reflei^nqg whether he trit. 

Vtrftd 

(15) )[ This Tirobd wag i part of iLe gjrpit ttercj^nian forcR, Which, In ih« ' 
tjnae of Cefur, flfretclied tway tnm ihicoqntry ^ tfte ttabfaci (Bafif] 
-into the boundlefs regions of the North. See Clu'ver. Genhania Antiqt^/ 
J. III. c. 47. , . , . 

{30) Oim^rt Libimuj, Orat. Parcaat. c, 53. p. ijty ijp^ ^hh (jH^- 
Iffy I«{:r!fe?||t)ztffl^ Orat. HL p. 6f$, £veii thi^ falnl aiimSres'th'^ tj^ adfl ft- 

<re^X. 
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vcrfcd the territory of the Romans or of the 
Barbarians, and at length emerged, between 
Ratifbon and Vienna, at the place where he de- 
figned to embark his troops on the Danube. By 
a well-concerted ftratagem, he feized a fleet of 
light brigantines(3ij, as it lay at anchor; fe- 
cured a fupply of coarfe provifions fufficicnt to 
fatisfy the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of 
a Gallic army; and boldly committed himfclf to 
the ftream of the Danube. The labours of his 
mariners, who plied their oars with inceflant dili- 
gence, and the fteady continuance of a favour- 
able wind, carried his fleet above feven hundred 
miles in eleven days (32) ; and he had already 
difembarl^ed his troops at Bononia, only nine- 
teen miles from Sirmium, before his enemies 
could recdve any certain intelligence that he had 
left the banks of the Rhine. In the courfe of 
this long and rapid navigation, the mind of Ju- 
lian was fixed on the objeft of his enterprife ; 
and though he accepted the deputations of fome 
cities, which haftened to claim the merit of an 
early fubmiflion, he pafled before the hoftilc fl:a- 
tipns, which were placed along the river, with- 
out 

cr^y of this nuurcb. A modern divine might apply to the progrefs of Ja- 
liao, the lines which were originally defigned for another apo(Ute ; 
■ So eagerly the fiend, 
O'er bog, or fteep, through |lrait, rough, denfe, or rare. 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfoes hi* ^*7f 
And fwims^ or fmks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 
(51) lo that interval the Nttitia places two or three fleets, the Lauria* 
cenfn (at Lauriacum, or Lorch), the Arlapenfis, the Maginenfis ; and 
mentions five legions, or cohorts, cf Liburnarii, who fliould be a fort of 
toarines. Sea. lviii« edit. Labb. 

(32) Zofimus alone (1. iii. p. i $6.) has fpeclfied this interefting circum- 
ftance. Nfamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 5, 7, 8.), who accompanied 
Julian, as count of the facred largefles, defcribes this voyage in a florid 
aqd piaorefque manner, cballeoget Triptolemvs and the Argonauts of 
Grecci, ^, 
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out indulging the teniptation of fignalizing an 
ufclefs and ill-timed valour. The banks ot the 
Danube were crowded on either fide with fpec- 
tators, who gazed on the military pomp, antici- 
pated the importance of the event, and diffufed 
through the adjacent country the fame of a 
young hero, who advanced with nqiorethan mor- 
tal fpeed at the head of the innumerable forces 
of the Weft. Lucilian, who, with the rank of 
general of the cavalry, commanded the military 
powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and perplex- 
ed by the doubtful reports, which he could nei- 
ther rejeft nor believe. He had taken fomc 
flow and irrefolute meafures for the purpofe of 
collecting his troops ; when he was furprifed by 
Dagalaiphus, an active officer, whom Julian, as 
foon as he landed at Bononia, had puflied for- 
wards with fomc light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was hafii- 
ly thrown upon a horfe, and conduced to the 
prefence of Julian ; who kindly raifed him from 
the ground, and difpelled the terror and amaze- 
ment which feemed to flupify his faculties. But 
Lucilian had no fooner recovered his fpirits, 
than he betrayed his want of difcretion by pre- 
fuming to admonilh his conqueror, that he had 
raflily ventured, with a handful of men, to ex- 
pofe his perfon in the midft of his enemies, 
'' Rcferve for your matter Conftantius thefe ti-^ 
*' mid remonftrances," replied Julian, wi^b a 
fmile of contempt ; ** when I gave you my 
** purple to kifs, I received you not as a coun- 
" fellor, but as a fuppliant." Confcious that 
fuccefsalone could juftify his attempt, and that 
boldnefs only could command fuccefs, he in- 
ftantly advanced, at the head of three thoufand 
foldiers, to attack the ftrongeft aad moft popu- 
lous 
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lous city of the lUymn provinces. As ht en- 
tered the long fqburb of Sirmiufn, he wsfs re- 
ceived by th* joyful acclamations of th* arrtiy 
and people; who, crowndd With flowers, arid 
holding lighted tapers in their h^nds^ cohdu€te4 
their acknowledged fovereign to his ifti|>erial re- 
fidence. Two days were devoted to the public 
joy, which was celebrate^ by the gam^s of the 
Circus; but, early on the morniilg of the third 
day, Julian marched to occupy the ftarfow pafs 
of Succi, in the defiles of Moutit J^aeniuS; 
which, almoft in the raid^way betwrtn Sirmium 
^nd Conftaiitiqople, feparat^s the ijrovirices of 
Thrace and E^gia^ by an aotvpt ctefceixt to- 
wards the fojrmer, and a gentte declivity oil the 
fide of the latter (33). The dfcfenc^ <>f thist 
important poft was entrufted t6 thef Brave 
>Jcvitta ; who, as well ikS th6 geii*fal» of the Ita- 
lian divifion, fuccefsftiHy executed th* plm of 
the march arid jundion which their ipafter had 
fo ably cQiifceJved (34). 
* He juttifics The homage which Julian o^bt^in^kl^ frdm the 
hu<;aufe. fji^ft or the inclifiatton of the picople, extendec^ 
far beyond tht immediate cflfed^ of his s^rms (5}5). 
"tht prasfeftnres of Italy and Illyricum were 
adminiftea-cd by Tauftis ind Fiorentius, Tirho 
united that irapottant of8c6 with th^ vain ho- 
nours of the confulfhip j aftd as thofe magif-^ 

trates 

<iSj The defcriptiofi of AmmibBns, ^hifh ftfflkt life ftpported !>y cof- 
lateral evidenc«^ afcertiins the precife fituatioiV of lih^ Auffftitt Sbrronrm, - 
or paflfei^of SuccL Ivf. d' Anvilfe, from the trifling refenr^laiice of ntmes, 
haa (klaced thtm belweert Sardtct ami Hii/fi^s. For my own jiiflification^ 
I am cWi^ t» ro^niKjii tM ittijfihot wbicb' I hftedifiioycrcdifl th* ttnrp^ 
or writings of that adndrable ^grapher. 

(34) Wfiatever circumftances wc may borrow eUSrwheret Ammianw 
(xxf. 8; ^, lo.') Ififl fil^plfcs the fcrles of the nai^raiive. 

{%$} AmnsHiil. loti. ^ 10. Libil»las,Orsit. Paftot. c. 54. p. 179, %% 
Zofm»tt«, J. iii. p, 15^, 157, 
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tratea had retired with trrecipttatlon to the court 
of AfiB^ JuHan^ who couht not always rtAtsiti 
the levity of his temper, ftigtnatized their fli^t 
by adding, in ill the A£ks of the Year, the 
epithet of /ugiHve to the names of the two coH^ 
fub. The provinces which bad been defefted 
by their firn magillrales Acknowledged the au- 
thority of an emperor, who^ conciUating the 
qndlides of a foidier with tbofe of a philofe^ 
pher, was e<|[ually admired in the caftipa of ibe 
Danube, and in the cities df Greece. Frotti laa 
palaoe, or, more properly, from hia head«q.uar- 
ters of Sirtttiam and NaifTua, he dlftributed tor 
the principal cities of the eropire, a laboimd 
apology for hia own CGFndu£t ; puMilbed the £e^ 
cret difpatchea of Conftatitiua ^ and folictttd fte 
judgment of mankmd between two competitor, ' 
the one of whdna had expdled, and the other 
had kivfled, the Barbarians (36). JoliM^ 
whctfe mind was deeply wounded by tbe re^- 
preach of ingratitude^ afpired to maintain, by 
argoment as Well as by imla, the fuparior nm^ 
rits of his caufe ; and to excel, not oAly in the 
arts of war, but in thofe of compofition. Hia 
epifite td the fenate and people of Athens (37) 

ieema 

(3^) J«^>*» {*^ ^- ^' Q^ Athcif. f, 996.) fofilively iferft, fh4t hc m- 
tereepted the betters of Conftadtiui to th« Btrbtriani : arid Libaoivt as 
poGciveiy affiriVit, fhat E« rc^ tb>m' 6h hl$ ffiiith to the ttiidpi and tk^ 
cifTtf#. Yet AftlDniiMi (nci. 4.) expreffc« Kiittf^iff with €«ol *idl ttaM 
hefiutioi, QfktfUfJtihrt tdbkttndt 4ft Mct^ He f^Mifiea^ Mowtw, t^ 
SatcKftpdid btt'ir iram Vadomair to ConftaiHlasy which fappo&s an iatU 
mate corrcCpondence bttweia them : ** Cdbftr tutn difcipliflani tkA 
'* hahet." 

{y^) Zdfint&s tisfettLvtM hW epSatbt fd tha AtHttrfini^ £bd GirlfltMftWy 
and the Eaeedflcmonians. The fubftance was probably the fame* though 
the addrefs was properly varied. The epiftle to the AthcoSaos is ftill ex- 
unt (p. &6S— >i87.)f *nd has afforded much valuable inforroatifp* Itde- 
ferves the praifes of the Abbe de la Bleterit (Pref.^ THiiloire de Jovi^, p. 
24, 25 .), and it one of th^ Beft mtnifcfbcs t« be found in aay lahginge. 
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&ems to have been didtated by an elegant en-* 
thufiafm ; which prompted him to fubmit his 
actions and his motives to the degenerate Athe- 
nians of his own times, with the fame humble 
deference, as if he had been pleading, in the 
days of Ariilides, before the tribunal of the 
Areopagus. His application to the fcnate of 
Rome, which was ItiU permitted to beftow the 
titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An aflembly 
was fummoned by TertuUus, praefedt of the 
city ; the epiftle of Julian was read ; and as he 
appeared to be mafter of Italy, his claims, were 
admitted without a diffenting voice. His obli-r 
que cenfure of the innovations of Conllantine, 
and his pailionate inventive againft the vices of 
Conftantius, were heard with lefs fatisfadion; 
and the fenate, as if Julian had been prefent, 
unanimoufly exclaimed, ** Refpedt, we befeech 
** you, the author of your own fortune (38)**. 
An artful expreflion, which, according to the 
chance of war, might be differently explained ; 
as a manly reproof of the ingratitude of the 
ufurper, or as a flattering confeflion, that a fin- 
gle a£t of fuch benefit to the (late ought to aton^ 
^r all the failings of Conftantius. 
Homie pre Thc intelligence of the march and rapid pro- 
paraiion*. gj^^fg ^f Julian was (^eedily tranfmitted to his 
rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had ob- 
tained fome refpitc from the Perfian ,war. Dif^ 
guifing the anguifh of his foul under the fem- 
blance of contempt, Conftantius profeffed his 
intention of returning into Europe, and of gi- 
ving chace to Julian j for he never fpoke of this 

military 

(38) AuBori tu9 reverentiam n^amuf. Ammian. xix. to. It is amu-- 
fing enough to obrerve the fccret conflids of the fenate between liattery 
iwlfejir. Sec Tacit. Hift.K 85- 
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military expedition in any other light than that 
of a hunting party {3^). In the camp of Hier- 
apolis, in Syria, he communicated this defign to 
his army ; flightly mentioned the guilt and ralh- 
nefs of the Cxfar ; and ventured to aflure them^ 
that if the mutineers of Gaul prefumed to meet 
them in the field, they would be unable to fuf- 
tain the fire of their eyes, and the irrefiftiblc 
weight of their (hout ot onfet. The fpeech of 
the emperor was received with military apr 
plaufe, and Theodotus, the prefident of the 
council of Hierapolis, requefted, with tears of 
adulation, that bis city might be adorned with 
the head of the vanquiSied rebel (40). A 
chofen detachment was difpached away in poft- 
waggons, to fecure, if it were yet poifible, the 
pafs of Succi ; the recruits, the horfes, the arms, 
and the magazines which had been prepared 
againft Sapor, were appropriated to the fervice 
of the civil war ; and the domefiic victories of 
Conflantius infpired his partifans with the moft 
fanguine aflurances of fuccefs. The notary 
Gaudentius had occupied in his name the pro- 
vinces of Africa ; the fubfillence of Rome was 
intercepted ; and the diftrefs of Julian was in- 
creafed, by an unexpected event, which might 
have been productive of fatal confequences. 
Julian had received the fubmiffion of two legi- 
ons and a cohort of archers, who were Rationed 
at Sirmium; but he fufpedted, with reafon, the 
fidelity of thofe troops, which had been diftin- 

guilhed 

(3^} Tanqnvn venatkiam prsedam caperet : hoc eoim id leniendum 
fuorum metuni fnbindepnedicabat. Aniini«n. xxi. 7. 

(40) See the fpeech and preparatioas in Afnroianas,zxi. 13. The vile 
Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from the merciful 
conqueror, who fignified his wiih of dimintfliing his cnemieS) add increaf- 
higthe number of his friends (xxii. 14.) 
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gotfhed by the empcroqr j and it was thought ex- 
pedient, under the pretence of the expofcd ftate 
of th« Gallic frontier, to difmifi them from the 
moft important fcene of aftion. They advanc- 
edt with reludance, as fur as the confines of 
Italy ; btU as they dreaded the length of the 
way, and the favage fiercenefs of the Germans, 
thfjy relolved, )yf the inftigation of one of their 
tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to ereft the 
bfinners of Conftanmis on the walls of that im- 
pregnable city^ The vigilance of Julian per* 
ceived at once the extent of the mifchief, and 
the neceffity of applying an immediate remedy. 
By hU order, Jovmm led bade a part of the 
army into Italy ; and the ftcge of Aquileia was 
fpnmA with diligence, and profecuted with vi- 
gour. But the legfonaries, who feemcd to have 
rcjc^^ the yoke of difcipKne, conduced the 
thne defence of the place with (kill and perfevc- 
rance ; invited the reft of Italy to imitate the 
<^xample of their courage and loyalty ^ and 
threatened the retreat of Jufian, if he fliould 
be forced to yield to the fuperior numbers of the 
armies of the Eaft (41), 
j^ndik^thof But the butnanity of Julian was preferved 
A?iX3tfi*'^'^^ the cruel ahernative, which he pathetically 
Novcmbcra-laments, of deftroying, or of being himfelf d^- 
ftroyed •, and the feafenaWe death of Conftan- 
tius delivered the Roman empire from the cala- 
roitiea of civil war. The approach of winter 
could noc detain the monarch at Antiocb; and 

his 

{4k}. Awtahm^ jbeL 7. f t> i ^ Ut fieemc to dcfcrite, «tt)k fupeHhious 
iabour, the operationt «f i^e ficft of AyquUei», wl^iek, o» thw occafion, 
n»«iBti^qi»i (l»iQP|»rcgMU*(«iiCi» Gregory NMiMMtii (Owe. iil p. ^|.) 
ftfcribff «hift $m^mtd rtvtte la tbo vifik>m tf Coniteativa, v^ofe aflbrtd 
v\J^V§ kn avoMMM Willi finiit «f»pc«8»fice ef tnitb. Ctnlttati* foem 
credebftt prcculdobio fere vi£torem : ocmo tfiim otujiiani tuM s^ bftc e«Q- 
ftanu fenceatia difcrepefoat. Ammiao. xxi. 7. 
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his favourites diirft not opBofe his impatient de<- 
fire of revenge. A flight rever, whicn was per- 
haps occafioned by the agitation of his fpirits^ 
was encrcafed by the 6itigues of thie^Qurney • 
and Cohftantius was obliged to halt at the Tittle 
town of Mopfucr«ne, twelve miles beyond 
T^fus^ where he expired, after a ftiort iilneft^ 
in th^ forty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty- 
fourth of his reign (42). His genuine chara^r, 
which was compofed of pride and weaknefs, of 
fuperffition and cruelty, has been fully difplayed 
in the jf>recedii]^ narrative of civil and eccleh^f- 
tieal events. The long abufe of power render- 
ed him a confiderable ofc^e^ In the eyes of his 
contemporaries ; but as perfonal merit can alone 
deferve the notice of peflerity, the laft of the 
fons of Conftantine may be difmifled from the 
world with the remark, that he inherited the de- 
fects, without the abifitie^^ of his father* Before 
Coaftantius elcfMred, he is faid to have named 
JuUaii for his fucceflbr ; nor does it feem impro- 
bable« that his anxious concern for the fate of 
a young and tender wife, whom he left with 
child, noay have prevailed, iri his kft moments, 
over the barker {xiffions of hatred and revenge. 
Enfebius^ and h» guilty aflbctates, made a faint 
iittenapt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, by 
the elefiiipn of another emperor : but their intri- 
gues w^e rejeded witJr difdain by an army 
wluch now abhorred the thought of civil dif- 

cord ; 

(4t> ^ i^t^ ^od ch»r«^car< Ctiifefillly delinefttcd by Amiaiaaw 
(xxi. K4« I fit i4.); t;¥l tvf are ikhow f fd to dc^e 9^ d<ttft tlie 
foolUh calumny of Gregory (Orat; iii. p. ^8.)t wiu> accafet Julian of 
contriving the death of his bena^^or. The private rcpeounce of the 
emperor, that he hid fpared and promoted Julian (p. 69* and Orat xxi. 
p. t^.)f is mk impnMdB in. iMf, noc iaeoopipaifbdft with tha public 
veiUtcllm^t, which, pradwtial mMnmnoM mi|htdl£btt mt^kft 
Ihoments gf his Itfia^ 
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cord i and two officers of rank were inftanlly 
difpatched, to aflure Julian, that every fword in 
the empire would be drawn for his fervicc. The 
military defigns of that prince, who had formed 
three different attacks againft Thrace, were pre- 
vented by this fortunate event. Without fhed- 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he efcaped 
the dangers of a doubtful conflidt, and acquired 
the advantages of a complete victory. Impati- 
ent to vifit the place of his birth, and the new 
capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiflus. 
through the mountains of Haemus, and the cities 
of Thrace. When he reached Heraelea, at the 
diftance of fixty miles, all Conftantinople was 
juiianentertpoured forth to reccivc him ; and he made his 
Mrf^"^* triumphal entry, amidft the dutiful acclamations 
'of the foldiers, the people, and the fenate. An 
,,!"" ' innumerable multitude preffed around him with 
eager refpcdt; and were perhaps difappointed 
when they beheld the fmall ftature, and fimple 
garb, of a hero, whofe unexperienced youth 
had vanquiftied the Barbarians of Germany, 
and who had now traverfcd, in a fuccefsful ca- 
reer, the whole continent of Europe, from the 
fhores of the Atlantic to thofe of the Bofpho- 
J^us (43). A few days afterwards, when the re- 
mains of the deceafed emperor were landed in 
the harbour, the fubjefts of Julian applauded 
the real or afFe(fted humanity of their fovereign. 
On foot, without his diadem, and clothed in a 
mourning habit, he accompanied the funeral as 
far as the church of the Holy Apottles, where 
the body was depoiited : and if thefe marks of 
rcfpedt may be interpreted as a felfifti tribute to 

the 

(43) In defcribing the Crtumph of Jnlian^ Atnmwnos (xxli. i, 2.) af- 
fumes the lofty tone of an orator or poet ( while Libanius (Ont. Parent, 
c. 55. p. 281.) finks to the grave (impUcitj of an hiftorian. 
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to the birth and dignity of his Imperial kinfman^ 
the tears of Julian profeffed to the worlds that 
he had forgot the injuries, and remembered only 
the obligations, which he had received from 
Gonflantius(44). As foon as the legions of 
Aquileia were affured of the death of the empe- 
ror^ they opened the gates of the dty, and, by 
the facrifice of their guilty leaders, obtained an 
€afy pardotl from the prudence or lenity of^^j^ 
Julian ( who j^ in the thirty-fecond year of hiskaowiedsed 
age, acquired the undifputcd poflTeffion of thc^pjJJ'*^* 
Roman empire (45). ; 

Philofophy had inftrufted Julkln to compare Hit dvUco^ 
the advantages of aftioji and retirement; butJ^i^Je 
the elevation of his birth, .and the ateidents ofi«f«. 
his life; never allowed him the freedom of 
choice. He might perhaps fincercly have pre- 
ferred the groves of the academy^ and the fo- 
ciety of Athens ^ but he was conftrained, at 
firft by the will, and afterwards by the injufticej 
of Conftantius, to expofe hid perfon and fame 
to the- dangers of Imperial greatneft; and to 
make himfelf accountable to the world, and to 
pofterity, for the happinefs of millions (46). Ju- . 

VoL.iV. D lian 

(44) The fuseral of ConftaatilisUdeArribed by AramUnu8(]rxi. i6»)i 
Gregory Nazianxen (6rai. iv. p; iip.)> Maixlertiovt (in Padegyr. Vct^ 
xi. %f,)^ Libanins (Orat. Parent, c. Ivi. p. %By)^ and Pbiloftorgini (I. yi. 
c. d. with Gode^roy't Diflertatbat, p. 26$.), Thefe writen, afxl their 
followers. Paeans, Catholics, Aritos, beheld with Yery difivrent eyca both 
the dead and the living emperor. 

(4^) The day and year of the birth of Julian are not perfc£Uy aiccf- 
taiaed. The day is probably the iixth of November, and the year n^uft 
be either 331 or 332. Tillenftmii^Jitlt des Empereura, torn. iv. p. ^^3. 
Dacange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 50. I have preferred the cftrlier date. 

(45) Julian himfelf (p. a$3— 267.)' has expredcd thefe philofophical 
)deas« with much eloquence, and fome afFeAation, in a very elaborate epif-^ 
lie to Themiftivt* The Abbe de Ui Bleterie (torn. ii. p. 14^—193)^ 
who has given ^ elegant Cranflation, it inclined to believe that it was the 
celebrated Themiftiua, wbofe orations arc ftiU extant. 
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lian recollefted with terror the obfervation of his 
mafter Plato (47), that the government of our 
flocks and herds is always committed to beings 
of a fuperior fpecies ; and that the conduct of 
nations requires and deferves the celeftial pow* 
crs of the Gods or of the Genii. From this 
principle he juftly concluded, that the man who 
|>refumes to reign, (hould afpire to the perfection 
of the divine nature ; that he (hould purify his 
foul from her mortal and terreftrial part ^ that he 
fliould extinguifli his appetites^ enlighten his 
underftanding^ regulate his paflions, and fubdue 
the wild beaft, which, according to the lively 
metaphor of Ariftotle (48), feldom fails to af- 
cend the throne of a defpot. The throne of 
Julian, which the death of Conftantius fixed on 
an independent bafis^ was the feat of reafon, of 
virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpifed the 
honours, renounced the pleafures, and difcharg- 
ed with inceffant diligence the duties, of his ex- 
alted fiation ; and there were few among his 
firi>je6t8 who would have confented to relieve him 
from the weight of the diadem, had they been 
obliged to fubmit their time ^nd their actions to 
the rigorous laws which their philofophrc empe- 
ror imj^fed on himfelf. One of his moft inti- 
mate friends (49), who had often Ihared the fru- 
gal 

(47) JulUxi ad Thcnoift. p. i j8. Petavius (not. p. 95.) obferven^ that 
this paffage is taken from the fourth book de Legibus ; but cither Juii»n. 
quoted from oijcnioryf or his MS$. were different from ours. Xeoophon 
opefls the C^ropapdia. with a fionilar rcffleiSilQn. 

ap. Julian, p. nfi*. The MS. of Vofj^us, uniatisfied with a fiogle beaft> 
afiwds the ftroagec reading of h^te^f which the experieocc of defpatirm 
IXU17 wtrrtot. 

(4$) LH^Pi^B (Orat. ParenurM)& Ixxxiv. ixxxv. p. 3io»<^ii, 312.) 
hM given thu intereaing detail of the private life of Julian. He bimfeir 
(in Mifcjpogon, p. 350.) mentions his vegeuble diet, and upbraids the gr of^ 
and fcnfua! appetite of the people of Antiochi 
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gal fimpliciiy of his table, has remarked, that 
his light and fparing diet (which was ufually of 
the vegetable kind) left his mind and bgdy al- 
ways free and adtive, for the various and im- 
portant bufmefs of an author, a pontiff, a ma- 
giilrate, a general, and a prinoe. In one and 
the fame day, he gave audience to fcveral am- 
baffadors, and wrote, or diftated, a great num- 
ber of letters to his generals, his civil ifiagif- 
trates, hi« private friends, and the different cities 
of his dominions. He liftened to the memori- 
als which had been received, confidered the fub- 
jcft of the petitions, and fignified his intentions 
more rapidly than they could be taken in fhort- 
hand by the diligence of his fecretaries. Ho 
poffeffed flexibility of thought, and fuch firm- 
nefs gf attention, that he could employ his hand 
to write, his ear to liften, and his voice to dic- 
tate ; and purfue at once three fevera! trains of 
ideas, without hefitation, and w^hout error. 
While his mihifters repofed, the prince fjew 
with agility from one labour to another, and, 
after a hafty dinner, retired into his Kbrary, tlu 
the public bufmefs, which he had appointed fpr 
the evening, fummoned him to interrupt the 
profcgution of his lludies. The fupper p( the 
emperor was llill lefs fubflantial than the former 
meal; his fleep was never clouded by the 
fumes of indigeftion ; and, except in the fhort 
interval of a marriage, which was the cffeft of 
policy rather than love, the chafte Julian neVev 
Ihared his bed with a female companion (50), 
D 2 He 

($0) LcChilus . . . Vefulium torit porior, ia the praU« wlhu^ Matter* 
tiflus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 13.) tddrtfles^ to JaJian iiimielf. UlMnias tficQy^y 
in ibber peremptory laaguage, that Julian never knew a ^^omas before htt" 
marriage, or after the death of his wife (Orat. Parent. c.-.lx»cvUl p. ^1$), 
The chafcity of Julian is confirmed by the itppartial teftimooy of Ammi* 
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He was foon awakened by the entrance of frelB 
fecretaries, who had llept the preceding day j 
and hi6 fervants were obliged to wait alternately, 
while their indefatigable mafter albw^s^d himfelf 
fcarcely any other refreftiriient than the change 
of occupations. The predeceffors of Julian, his 
uncle, his brother, and hisxoti(ih, indulged their 
puerile tafte for the gatncis of the circtis, under 
the fpecious pretence of complying with the in- 
clinations of the people j and thej^ frequently 
remained the greateit part of the day, as idle 
fpedtators, and as a part of the (plendid fpec-^ - 
tacle, till the ordinary fotind of twenty-four 
races (51) was completely finifhed. On folemnl 
feftivals, Julian, who felt and profelfed an un- 
falhionable diflike to thefe frivolous amufements,' 
tondefcended to appear itl the circus ; and after 
bellowing a carelefs glantfc on five or fix of the 
faces, he haftily withdrew, with (he impatience 
of a philofopher, who confidered dvery moriient 
as Ibft, that was not devoted to the advantage 
of the public, or the improvement of his own 
inind(52). By this avarice of time, he feehied 

to 

inuz (xxv. 4.), ind the )>artial fifenoe of che Chriftians. Yet Julian iro- 
nically.urgcs the reprbach of the people of Antiocb, ihtlhe almtft ahvayt 
(vs tin%-tiVf m Mifopogoa. p. 345.) lay^ alone. The fulpicious expreffioo 
is explained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hift. de Jovicn, torn. ii. p. 103— 
109.) with candour and ingenuity. 

(51) See Saltnafms ad Suetoo. in Claud, c. xxi. A tw^nty-fifth race, of 
mjUlus^ was added, to complete the number of one bufldrecl chariots, four 
of which, the four colours, llarted each heat. 

Centum quadrijogos agita'bo ad fliimina curfias. 

It appears, chat they ran 6ve or feven times round the Mets (Suetoa' 
in Doraltiao. c. 4,) * *nd (from the meafure ot the Circus Maxiihus at 
Rome, the Hippodrome at Conftantinople, &c.) it might be about a four- 
mile courle. 

(Sft) Juliaa. in Mifopogon, p. 340. Julius Ccfar had offended the 
Roman beople by reading bis difpatches during the actual xace. Augufti& 

indulgeft 
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to protraft the (hort duration of his reign ; and 
if the dates were lefs fecurely afcertained, we 
Ihould refufe to believe, that only fixteen months 
elapfed between the death of Conftantius and thc^**^]*^^' 
departure of his fucceffor fpr the Perfian war. Mini? ** 
The aft'tons of Julian can only be preferved by A.D.353. 
the care of the hiftoriai) ; but the portion of his 
voluminous writings, which i$ ftill extant, re- 
mains as a monument of the application, as wcil 
as of tl^e genius, of the emperor. The Mif- 
ppogon, the Caefars, feveral of his orations, 
aijd his plaborate work againlt the Chriftian re- 
ligion, werecompofed in the long nights of the 
two winters, the former of which he pafled at 
Conftantinople, and the latter at Antioch. 

The refoj-rnation of the Imperial court wa8^«^"*'»\ 
one of the firft and moll neceflary adts of the^U/ ****' 
government of Julian (53). §oon after his en- 
trance into the palace of Conftantinpple, he had 
Qccafion for tl)e fervice of a barber. An officer^ 
magnificently dreffed, immediately prefented 
himfelf. ** It is a barber," exclaimed the prince, 
with affefted furprife, ^f that I want^ and not a 
** receiver-general of the finances (54)." fj^ 
queftioned the man conc^niing the profits of Ks 
employment ; and was informed, that l>efides a 
large falary, and fome valuable perquifites, he 
pnjoycd a daily allowance for twenty fervants, 

and 

indulged tbeir tafte, or bis own, by hit conftant attention to the important 
bufineG of the circus, for which he proTciTed the w^rmeft inctinatioo. 
Sneton. in An'g^aft. c. x\v. 

(53) The reformation of the palace is dcfcribed by AmmiaxMs (xzii» 
4.)) Libanios (Orat. Parent, c. Ixii. p. a88, ^c)* Mamertimis (in ?a- 
negyr. Vet. xi. ii.), Socrates (1. iii. c i.), and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiit« 
p. 14.) 

(54) Ego non ratinaUm jufli fed tottforem acciri. Zonaras ufes (be lefa 
natural language of a fenator. Yet an officer of the finances, who was 
{Itiatet] with wealth, might defire and obtain the honours of thefenate. 
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and as many horfcs. A thoufand barbers, a 
tlioufand cup-bearers, a thoufand cooks, were 
diftributed in the fevcral offices of lu:8:ury ; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the infefts of a fummer's day (55). The 
monarch who rcfigned to his fubje(fts the fuperi- 
ority of merit and virtue, was diftinguilhed by 
the bppreffive magnificence of his drefs, his ta- 
ble, his buildings, and his train. The ftately 
palaces eredted by Conftantine and his fons, 
tv^ere decorated \Yith many coloured marbles, 
and ornaments of mafly gold. . The moft ex- 
quifite dainties were procured, to gratify their 
pride, rather than their tafte -, birds of the moft 
diftant climates, filh from the moft remote feas, 
fruits out of their natural feafon, winter rofes, 
and fummer fnows (56). The domeftic crowd 
of the palace furpafled the expence of the legi- 
ons; yet the fmalleft part of this coftly multi- 
tude was fubfervient to the ufe, or even to the 
fplendor, of the throne. The monarch was dif- 
gr^ced, and the people was injured, by the cre- 
ation aiid fjsile of an infinite number of obfcure^ 
and eveh titular employments ; and the moft 
worthlefs of mankind might purchafe the privi- 
lege of being maintained, without the neceflity 
pr labour, from the public revenue. The wafte 
of an enormous houlehold, the encreafe of fees 

and 

w$$f6%c^* 9¥ fi^h tre the originfil words of Libaoius, whicb I have faith, 
folljf ^aoced, left I {ho\ild be fufpcaed cf magiuf^ing the abofet of the 
iflQral hoiifehold. 

(56) The expreOions of Mamertinvis are lively and forcible. Quia 
cCiaiB pimdiwwD «t caeoarum laboratas imgnitudines Romanus popnlas 
fanfit; eum.qupfitiffime dafe.« noaguaufed dillicnltatibussefiimarentur 
ixiiracuk. avitinoi longiaqui maris ^i&cs, alkni teinporis potna, eftivs 
nives, hybernx rofae. 
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and perquifrtes, which were foon cUumed as a 
lawful debt, and the bribes which they extorted 
from thofe who feared their enmity, or folicitcd 
their favour, fuddenly enriched thefe haughty 
..ijienials. They abufed their fortune, without 
confidering thejr paft, or their future, condition ; 
and their rapine and venality could be equalled 
pnly by the extravagance of their diffipations. 
Their filken robes were embroidered with gold, 
their tables wer^ ferved with delicacy and profu- 
fion ; the houfes which they built for their own 
ufe, would have covered the farm of an ancient 
conful ; and the moft honourable citizens were 
obliged to diftnount from their horfes, and re-^ 
fpeftfully to falute an eqnuch wJiom they riiet on 
the puWic highway. The luxury of the palace 
to(:ited the contempt and indignation oF jfulian| 
who ufually fl^pt on the ground, who yielded 
with reliKSkance to the indifpeiUabie callis of na- 
ture ; and who placed his vanity, not in emu? 
lating, but in defpifmg, t^ P9^P of; royalty^ 
By the total extirpation of a miichief which was 
rnagnified even beyond its leal extent, \ic wa$ 
impatient to relieve the diftrefs^ an(l to appeal 
the murmurs, of the people ; who fupport witii 
lefs uneafinefe the weight of taxes^ if they are 
convinced that the fruits of their iriduftry are 
appropriated to the fervice of the (late. But in 
the execution of this falut^^ry work^ Julia^n is ac- 
cufed of proceeding with too much hafte and 
inconfiderate feverity. By a fitig4e edi<^^ he re- 
duced the palace of Coilftantirtople to an ii!n-: 
menfe defert, and difmifled with ignoftriny thfc 
whole train of flaves and dependents (57 j, with- 
out 

(57) Yet JtVfiA hhafclf wm acctifed rf bdlb^vinj^^ whole i<MiA Dn tbb 
fu'Qucbs (OraT. vn. igaliiU P0tydet p. ny^ikf,}^ UbaniciB coiit^His 
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out providing any juft, or at Icaft benevolent, 
exceptions, U>r the age, the fcryices, or the po- 
verty, of the faithful cjonicftics of the Imperial 
fitmily. Such indeed was the teqiper of Julian^ 
who feldom recoUeAcd the fundamental maxim 
of Ariftotle, that true virtue is placed at an 
equal diftance between the oppofite vices. The 
fplendid and effeminate drels of the Afiatics, 
the curls and paint, the collars and bracelets, 
which had appeared fo ridiculous in the perfon 
of Conftantine, were confiftently rcjedted by his 
philofophic fucceflbr. But with the fopperies, 
Julian ' afFcdled to renounce the decencies, of 
drefs • and feetned to value himfelf for his ne- 
glect of the laws of clcanlinefs. In a fatirical 
performance^ . which was defigned for the public 
eye, the emperor defcants with pleafure, and 
even with pride, on the length of his nails, and 
the inky blacknefs of his hands ; protefts, that 
although the gircatcft part of his body was cover-^ 
cd with haif, the ufe of the razor was confined 
to his head alone 5 and celebrates, with vifible 
complacency, the ffiaggy znd popuhus (58) beard, 
which he fondly cherimed, after the example of 
the philofophers of Greece. Had Julian con- 
tuUed the fimple didates of rcafon, the firft 

magiftrate 

himfelf with 9 cold but pofitivc dexiial of the f^6t^ which fvems indeed to 
belong more properly to Conftantiut. This chsrge, however^ may allude 
to fome unknowii circumftance. 

(58) In the Mifopogbn (p. 338, 33^.) he draws a very fipguUr piaure 
of himfelf, and the foUowing words are ftrangely charaderiftic ^ «vrd$ 
Wf&nhuuc T«y fitdvit ntr^n Smyrna • . . r«vT« tm imAfiraf 
ttvtXfMU ruf 4>^u^m #«^tg it A«>^ rtn in^ufv. The friends of the 
Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the French nation, not 
to uanflate this paflage^ Co offcnfive to their delicacy (Hifl. de Jovien, torn, 
ii. p. 5)4.). Like him, I have contented myfeif with a traafi^nt alluiioo ; 
but the little ansim^ which Julian matmftf is a bpaft familiar to man, 
f pd figaifiet k>ve. 
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magiftrate of the Romans would have fcorned 
the afFedation of Diogenes, as well as that of 
Darius. 

But the work of public reformation wouldchtmber ef 
have remained imperfedt, if Julian had only cor-^"^*^* 
re£ted the abufes, without puni(hing the crimes, 
of his predecefibr's reign. '' We are now deli- 
" vcred,-* fays he, in a familiar letter to one of 
his intimate friends, *' we are now furprifingly 
^* delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 
" dra (59). I do not mean to apply that epi- 
" thet to my brother Conftantius. He is no 
^* more ; may the earth lie light on his head ! 
^^ But his artful and cruel favourites iludied to 
" deceive and exafperate a prince, whofe natu- 
^^ ral mildnefs cannot be praifed without fome 
" efforts of adulation. It is not, however, my 
** intention, that even thofc men Ihould be op-t 
" preffed : they are accufed, and they (hall en- 
*' joy the benefit of a fair and impartial trial." 
To conduct this ehquby , Julian named fix judg« - 
cs of the higheft rank in the ftate and army ; 
and as he wifhed to efcape the ireproach of con- 
demning his perfonal enemies, he fixed this ex- 
traordinary tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Afiatic 
fide of the Bofphorus ; and transferred to the 
commiffioncrs an abfolute power to pronounce 
and execute their final fentence, without delay, 
and without appieal. The office of preiident 
was exercifed by the venerable praefedt of the 
JEaft, a Jccond Salluft (60), whofe virtues conci- 
liated 

(5^) JoluOy cpift* xxiii. p. 389. He ufe* the words ^•Xv»i^«A«ir 
v2{»«y, in writing to his friend Hermogepes, who, like himrelfy wte 
Gooverfanc with the Greek poets. 

(69) The two SaUufts, the prxfed of Gaul, and the praefe6^ of the 
Eaft, mnft l>e carefully diftingniihcd (Hift. des Empereprs, torn. iv. p. 
^5)$0* I ^v« ufcd the rumamc of Stcunius^ as a convenient epithet. 

The 
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liated the cfteem of Greek fophifts, and of. 
Chriftian bilhops. He was allilled by the elo- 
quent Mamertinus (6i), one of the confuls eleft, 
\^hofe merit is loudly celebrated by the doubtful 
evidence of his own applaufe. But the civil 
wifdom of two magiftrates' was overbalatKed by 
the ferocious violence of four generali^ Nevitta^ 
Agilo, Jovinus, and Arbetio. Arbetiw, whom 
the public would have fecn with Icfs furprife ^t 
the bar than on tlie bench, was fuppofed to pof- 
fefs the fecret of the commiflion ; the armed and 
angry leaders of the Jovian and Hcrculian bands 
encompaffed the tribunal ; and the judges wensi 
alternately fwa>ed by the laws of juftice^ and 
by the clamour^ of fadlion (Sz). 
Punifliment The chamberlain ^ufebius^ who had fo long 
^ntMdX^'^"^^^ the favour of Conftahtius, expiated, by 
suUty. an ignominius death^ the infolende, the corrup-^ 
tioB,. and cruelty ot his fcrvilc rei^. The tx^ 
ecutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted a6 an ina- 
dequate atonement by the widows and orphans 
of fo many hundred Romans, Whom thofe legal 
tyrants had betrayed and murdered. But Juftice 
herfclf (if wc may ufe the pathetic expreffion of 
Ammianus) (63) ap|)eared to Weep over the fete 

Pf 

The fecond Salloft extorted the efteem of the Chriftians thenafelves ; fln4 
Gre^y Nazianzen, who condemned his religioo, has celebrated his vir* 
tues (Orat. ill. p. 90. ). See a cutiout note of th\e Abh6 de ia Bleterie, Vt$ 
de Juliefl, p. 3«3. 

{6i ) Mamertinus prtifes the emperor (xL i.) fi»r beilowing the offices of 
Treafqrer and VrxftCt on a man cii wifdom, firmnefs, integrity, ice. like 
himfeif. Yet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. i.) among the miniilers of Juli- 
an, quorum merita nfirat et (idem. 

(6^) The proccisdings of this chatnbir of jullicc are relatH by Ammi- 
anus (xxii. 3.), and praifcd by Libanius (Orfct. Parcht. c. 74. p. %^^i 
300.) 

(63) Urfuti vero necem ipfa mihi vidMttr fl^e y^ith. Libaaios, who 

imputes Ym death to the foldiers, atticmpts to criminate the coupt of ib,% 
largefles. 
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of Urfulus, the treafuf er of the empire ; and his 
blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian, whofe 
diftrefs had been feafonably relieved by the intre- 
pid liberality of that honeft minifter. The rage 
of the foldiers, whom he had provoked by his 
indifcretion, was the caufe and the esccufe of his 
death; and the emperor, deeply wounded by 
his own reproaches and thofe of the public, of- " 
fered fome cbnfolation to the family of Urfulus, 
by the reftitution of his confifcated fortunes. 
Before the end of the year in which they had 
been adorned with the enfigns of the prefefture 
and confulftiip (64), Taurus and Flaorentios 
were reduced to implore the clemency of the in- 
exorable tribunal of Chalcedon. The former 
was baniftied to Vercellag in Italy, and a fentence 
of death was pronounced againft the latter. A 
wife prince (hould have rewarded the crime of 
Taurus : the faithful miniftei-, when he was no 
longer al)le to oppofe the progrefs of a rebel, 
had taken refuge in the court of his benefaftor 
and his lawful fovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 
rentius juftified the feverity of the judges; and 
his efcapc ferved to difplay the magnanimity of 
Julian ; who nobly checked the intercfted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refufed to learn what 
place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 
juft refentraent {65). Some months after the 
tribunal of Chalcedon had been diffplved, the 
prsetorian vicegerent of Africa, the notary Gau- 

detitms, 

(£4) Such refpefl was ftill entertained for the venerable names of cfae 
commonwealth, that the public was furprifed and r<!afada1ized to hear TtD- 
rus fummoned as a criminal under the confulffiip of Tatrnis. The fittn* 
moos of his colleague Florentius was probably delayed tiU the ctwametice- 
ment of the enfoing year. 

(4s) Anuuiao. xx. 7. 



f^ 
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dientius, and Artemius (66) duke of Egypt, vftre. 
executed at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 
cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province -^ 
Gaudentius had long praftifed the arts of ca- 
lumny againft the innocent^ the virtuous, and 
even the perfon of Julian himfelf. Yet the cir- 
icumftances of their trial and condemnation were 
ifo unlkilfuUy ipanaged, that thefe wicked men 
obtained, in the public opinion, the glory of 
jfufFering for the obftinate loyalty with Vfhich they 
h^d fupported the caufe of Conftantius. ' The 
reft of his fervants were prptedted by a general 
att of oblivion ; and they were left to enjoy with 
impunity the bribes which they had accepted, 
<Nther to defend the oppreffed^ or to opprels the 
friendlcfs. This meafure, which on the founded 
principles of policy, may deferve our approba- 
tion, was executed in a manner which feemed to 
degrade the majefty of the throne. Julian was 
tormented by the importunities of a multitude, 
particularly of Egyptians, who loudly rede- 
manded the gifts which they had imprudently or 
illegally beftowed ; he forefaw the endlefs profe- 
qution of vexatious fuits; and he engaged a 
promife, which ought always to have been fa- 
cred, that if they woufc^ repair to Chakedon, 
be would meet them m perifon, to bear and de- 
tprmi^e their complaints. But as fodn as they 
were landed, he iffued an aSfolute order, which 
prohibited the watermen from tranfporting any 
Egyptian to Conftantinople ; and thus detainjed 

his 

(66) For the guilt and puniOunent of Art^mias^ Tee Jatlaa (£pi(i x. p. 
379*)« ^^ Anaotianut (%xiu 6. and Valef. aiad loc.). The merit of Ar-* 
temioSy who defnoliJfhed temples, and was put to death by an apofhite, has 
tempted the Greek and Latin chnrcfaet to honour him as a martyr. Bu( 
as ecdefiaftical hiftory atlefts, that he was not only a tyhint, but aix 
Arian, it is not altogether eafy to juftify the indifcr^^t promotion: TU)e^ 
moat, Mem. EcdeC tom.Tii. p- ^19* 
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his difappointed clients on the Afiatic fhore, till 
their patieupe and money being utterly exhauft- 
ied, they were obliged to return with indignant 
murmurs to their native country (67). 

The numerous army of fpics, of agents, andctemencydf 
informers, enlifted by Conftantius to feciife the' 
repofeof oiieman, and to interrupt that of rail- 
lions, was imniediately difbanded by his gene- 
rous fucceflbr. Julian was flow in his fufpicions^ 
and gentle in his punilhments ; and his contempt 
of treafoh was the refult of judgment, of vani- 
ty, and of courage. Corifcious of fuperior me- 
rit, he was perfuaded that few among his fub- 
jefts would dare, td liieet him in the field, to 
attempt his ]ife, or even to feat themfclves on 
Hs vacant throne. The philofopher could ex- 
cufc the hafly fallies of difcontent ; and the hero 
could defpife the ambitious projects, wHich fur- 
paifed the fortune or the abilities of the ra(h coh-^ 
fpirators. A citizen of Ancyra had prepared for 
his own ufe a purple garment ; and this indif- 
creet adion, which, under the reign of Conftan- 
tius, would have been confidered as a capital of- 
fence (6^), was reported to Julian by the offici- 
ous importunity or a private enemy. The mo- 
narch, after making fome inquiry into the rank 
land character of his rival, difpatched the in* 
fornxcr with a prefent of a pair of purple flippers^ 
\o complete the magnificence of his Imperial 

habit, 

(67) See Ammian. xxii. 6, and Valef. ad locum ; and the Codex The* 
^fianiUf 1. if. tit. xxxix. leg. i. ; and Gbdefroy'& Commentary ^ torn. t. 
i>; 218, ad locum. 

{6B) The preiident Montefquteu (Confiderationa JTur la drandeur, &c. 
des Remains, c. xiv. in his works, tom. HL p. 44.8, 449.) excufcs this 
minute and abfnrd tyranny, by fappofing, that iaions the mdUndifiei - 
ent in oiir eyes might excite, in a Romiainind, tlieidea of guilt and 
dfnscfy Thi* ftrange apology is fupported by a ilrange mifapprehenrioa 
44r thcEnglifli laws, " chez une nation . . . ofi U eft defcndO de boirc I la 
** &mc d'unc ceitaiiuB pferfchne." 
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habit. A more danccrous confpiracy was formed 
by ten of the domeftic guards, who had refolved 
to aflaflinate Julian in the field of cxercife near 
Antioch. Their intemperance revealed their 
guilt ; and they were condufted in chains to the 
prefence of their injured fovereign, who, after a 
livelj^ reprefentation of the wickednefs and folly 
of their cnterprife, inftead of a death of torture, 
which they deferved and expefted, pronounced 
a fentence of exile againft the two principal of- 
fenders. The only inftance in which Julian 
feemed to depart from his accuftomed clemen- 
cy, was the execution 9f a ralh youth, who with 
a feeble hand had afpired to feize the reigns of • 
empire. But that youth was the fon of Marcel- 
lus, the general of cavalry, who, in the firft 
campaign of the Gallic war, had deferted the 
ftandard of the Caefar, and the republic. With- 
out appearing to indulge his perlonal refentment, 
Julian might eafily confound the crime 6f the 
Ion and of the father ; but he was reconciled by 
the diftrefs of Marcdlus, and the liberality of the 
emperor endeavoured to heal the wound which 
had been inflided by the hand of juftice (69). 
His love of Julian was not infenfible of the advantages of 
[ac*^^^;!freedom (70). From his ftudies he had imbibed 
the foirit of ancient fagcs and heroes : his life 
and fortunes had depended on the caprice of a 
tyrant ; and when he afcended the throne, his 
pride was fometimes mortified by the reflection, 

that 

1^9) The cinnency of Julian, arvd the confpiracy which was formec) 
ftgainfl hU life at Antioch, are described by AmmianuK (xftii. 5), 10. and 
Valef. ad loc.)» and Libanius (Orat. Partnt.c. pp. p. 323.). 

(70) According to feme, fays Ariftotle (as he is quoted by Julian af( 
Thcmift, p. l5i.), the form of abfolute government, the TetfAfictr^Xutt^ 
IB contrary to nature. Both the prince and philofopher chufe, however^ 
to tavolvt tfait eternal truth in artful and laboured oLfcurity. 
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that the flaves who would not dare to cenfure hi& 
defedts, were not worthy to applaud his vir- 
tues (71). Hefincerely abhorred the fyftetn of 
Oriental defpotifra, which Diocletian, Conftan- 
tine, and the patient habits of fourfcore yearsy 
had eftaWiflicd in the empire. A motive of fu- 
perftition prevented the eJcecuiion of the defign 
which Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
lieving his head from the weight of a coftly dia* 
dem(72): but be abfolutely refufed the title of 
jbomims^ or Lord iT 3)9 a word which was grown 
fo familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they , 
no longer remembered its fer vile and humiliating 
origin. The office, or rather the name, of con- 
ful;, wa§ cherifhed by a prince who contemplated 
with reverence the ruins of the republic ; and the 
fame behaviour which had been affumcd by the 
pruden<?e of Auguftus, was adopted by Julian 
from choice and inclination. On the calends of 
January, at break of dav, the new confuls,A.D.3tf^, 
Mamertinus and Nevitta, haftened to the palace J*"^^ '• 
to falwe the emperor. As foon as he was in- 
formed of their approach^ he leaped from his 
throne, eagerly advanced to meet them, and 
Compelled the blujhing magiftrates to receive the 
d^monftratipns of his aflfeded humility. From 

the 

(fi) That fentimeat Is expreffed ahxioft in the words of JtlUn him* 
ielf. Aramian. xx. lO. 

(72) Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 5)5, p. 320 ), who mentions the 
Wi(h and defign of Julian, infirtuates, in myfterious language ($mv uitm 
yurr»it .... «AA' m^ 6 xttXum) that the emperor was reflrained by 
fome particular revelation. 

(73) J"i«n 'tt Mifopogon, p. 343. As he never aboliihcd, by any pub- 
lic law, the proud, Appellations of Defpit^ or Dmituuy they arc ftiil extant 
on his medals (Ducange, I^am. Byzaniin. p. 38, 39.) . and the private 
^ifpleafure which he a&£ted to exprefs, only gave a diffefent tone co the 
Arvtiity oi the court. 'T'he Abbe de la Blcterie<Hift. de Jovien, tom. 
K. p,9jgf-o-ioa.) has curtpufly traced the origin and progrcfs of tfat word 
iyminus under the Imperial gevernmeot. 
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the palace they proceeded to the fenate. Th^ 
emperor, on foot, marched beforfe their Utters i 
and the gazing multitude admired the image of 
ancieirf times, or fecretly blamed a condudk, 
which, in their eyes» degraded the majefty of 
thd purple (74), But the behaviour of Julian 
was uniformly fupported. During the games of 
the Circus, he had, imprudently or dcfignedly, 
performed the manumiffion of a flave in the 
prefence of the conful. The moment he was 
reminded that he had trefpaffed on the jurifdfc-- 
tion of anotbtr rhagiftrate, he condemned himfelf 
to pay a fine of ten pouftds of gold ; and em- 
braced this public occafiori of declaring to the 
world,' that he was fubjeft, like the reft of hid 
fellow-citizens, to the laws (75), and even to 
the forms, of the republic. ' The fpirit of his 
adniiniftration, and his regard for the place of 
his nativity, induced Julian to confer on the 
fenate of Gonftantinopk, the fame honours, pri- 
vileges, and authority, which were ftill enjoyed 
by the fenate of ancient Rome (76). A legal 
fidtion was introduced, and gf adually eftablifhed, 
that one half of the natioftstl council had mig- 
rated into the Eaft i and the defbotic fucceffors 
of Julian, accepting the title or Senators, ac- 
knowledged themfclves the members of a re- 
fpeftable body, which was permitted to repre-^ 

feiit 

(7.4} Ammian. xxii. 7. The conful Mameriiaut (in Paacgyr. Vet. xh 
iSy ip. 30.) c«lebrate« the aufpicious d«y* like to eloqueot ilavc, ti^O- 
nifhed and intoxicated by the condefcenfioti of hit mafter. 

(75) Pcrfona! iatire was condeained by the laws of the twelve tables : 
Si male condidcrit in quem quit carmina, jot eft, 

J udiciunnque. ■ 

Jaiian (in Mifopogon* p. 337.) owns himfelf fubjeA to the law \ and 
the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hid. de Jovien. toin. ii. p. 91 ) has ea^rly 
embraced a declaration fo agreeable to hit own fylUm, and indeed to the 
true fpirit, of the Imperial conftitution. 

(76) Zofimusy 1. Ul p. 1 5^8. 
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fient the majefty of the Roman name. From. 
Conftantinoplc, the attention of the monarch 
was extended to the municipal fenates of the 
provinces. Hp aboliftied, by repeated edlAs, 
the unjuftand pernicious exemptions,- which had 
withdrawn fo many idle ptize;is from the fervice 
of their country • ^ and by impofmg an equal 
diftribulion of public duties, he reftored the 
ftrength, the fplepidour, or, according to the 
glowing exprcfTion of Libanius (77), the foul of; 
the expiring cities of his empire. The venerable Hii ou-e of 
age of Greece excited the moft teiider eofn'paffion Jjiic^'^*^ 
in the mind of Julian ; which kindjed into rap- 
ture when he recollected the gods ; the heroes ; 
and the men, fuperior to heroes and to gods ; 
who had bequeathed to the lateft pofterity the 
monuments of their genius, or the example of 
their virtues. He relieved the diftrefs, and re- 
ftored the beauty, of the cities of Epirus and 
Peloponnefus (78). Athens iackno\yiedged him - 
for her beRefa<5tor j Argos, for her deliverer* 
The pride of Corinth, again rifing from h€t' 
ruins, with the honours of a Roman colony, 
exacted a tribute from the adjacent republics, for' 
the purpofe of defray ing the games of the Ifthmus, - 
which were celebrated in the amphitheatre with 
the hunting of bears and panthers^ From tftts. 
Vol. IV. E tribute 

{77) « TiK fi^pMi it^vi 4'vx,n 'JtcXtifi w-iv^ Sec Libanim (Or»t. 
Parent, c. 71. p. 2^6) Amm'unus (xxii. 9. J, and the TheodoGan Code* 
h xii. til. i. leg. so— 55,) with Godefroy's Commentary (torn. iv. p. 39c* 
r-402). Yet th« whole fubjcft of the Curi^, notwUhftartdmg very an*- 
ple materials, ftjU remains the moft obCcure la the legal tiiftory of the 
empire. 

(78) Qu« paulg antt trida et (iti anfWlantJa vilebahtar, e< nnncperlnJ, * 
mundari, madere i Fort, Deambulacra, Gymnafia, letia et gaudcntibua 
p'opuK* frequcntari J dieafellos, et cclebrari veterca, et novot in honorera ^ 
principia confecrari (Mameriin. x|. p.)« He particularly reftored the city 
of Nicopolis, apd the A^iac. games, yfhkh h*d been; inftitut^d V W; 
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tribute the cities of Efrs, of Delphi, and of Ar- 
gbi;, which h^4 ipHfetited ftotn their remote an- 
ceftor$ the faor^d office of perpetuating the 
Olympic, thePythkrti, and the Nemean ^amcs, 
claimed ^ jV»ft cxcmptionv The immunity or 
ilji^ ahd I>:Iphi was r<fpe£ted by theCorinthi- 
tn&;. but rtl» poverty of Argos tempted the in- 
iolence of oppfeflion^ ^ and the^ble cbmpiaints 
Cjf its depiaties were fileniCj^d by the decree of a^ 
jflf9yincialm*i^^^^^»-^h^ f^cm^ to h4vc ctirr- 
firtt^ only the iijtereff of the capital, in which 
h'ferefided., Seven years after this fenterlce; Ju- 
hati (793 ailpWed the cai;rie to be referred to a 
^perior tribunal ; and hi6 eioiqtienee was inter- 
^pCed) moft probacy with fuccefs, in the de- 
SncjS of a city, which h^d been the royal feat of 
Agamemnon (8^p), and had given to Macedonia 
gf race of kipgs and conquerors (81). 
jsihfl, «a The laborious udminiftration of military and 
Xj^J^ civil affairs, which were multiplied in ptx^ortion 
to the extent of the empire, exercifed the 
abifities. of Julian ; but he frequently affumed 
thfe two charaders of Orator (82) and of 

judge 

(%f) Jqlian. Epift. txxv, p. 407-^411. Thisepiftfe, which illuftVate* 
tftt ditelfoiDg sge of Greece, b omitted by tbc Abb€ «le U Bleterie ; and 
ftnuigelf disfigured bj the Lttin triiiflator, who, rendering »r$>^u, 
trihtam^ ihi>rmf ptpuluty diredly oontradias the itnk of the ortgiatl. 

(i»). He reigped -in MyccoCy 9% the diUaace of fifty ftadia, or 6x 
fOikhi frocDt^g^ ;. but thole cities which alternatejy floortlhed, tre con* 
f(\i|t«ledhy ib^c^ Greek poets.' Strabo, I. viii. p. 579. edit. Amftcf^707. 

(^4 ) M^rihao^. Canon. Chron. .p. 43^ > • '^ his pedigree from. VRienus 
Afid Hercules may befuTpicious \ yet it was allowed, after a ftrid^n^uiry 
bythejtutgcaofthc Olympic games (Herodot. I. v. c. 11.), at a time 
when the M^«]|BDitQ kings, were obfcure and unpopular in .Greece. 
Wh«n the Ac^ssan leagye declared againil Philip, it was thooghit decent 
t^i^ the ()cpUti$« pC Argpi.ihoukl retire (t. Litr. xxxii. ia.). 

•X-6^} Hiiele4^n<x is celebrated by Libasius (Orat. Parent, c 75, 7^. 
F*30P> fqij[..whp di(lio£kly; mentions the orators of Homer. Socrates 
(i. iii. iB« ij. hat nlhly adertcdthat /oliim-wkt th^oQlfprincey. finer 

Jufius 
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Judge (8^^3> which are almoft unknown to the mo- 
.dertiftivercigns of Europe. Theartfrofperfliafipni 
fo diligemly cultivated by the firft Cwars; were 
negfeftcd by the military ignorance and AGatic 
pride of thdr fucceflbrs; and if they condefccnd*- 
cd to harangue the foldters, whom thcyfcaredi 
they treated with* filent dtfc}ain the (enators^ 
whom they defpifed. The aflfembliea of the 
Icnatc, which Conftantius had avoided, were 
ctofidered by Julianas the place where he could 
cjdfibft; with themoft propriety, the maxtnis of 
a republican, and the^ tieilcnts erf a rhctoriciam 
He alterhatdy praftifed, as in a fchool of decla^ 
raation, the fevcral modes of pratfe, of cenfure, 
of exhortation; and his friend Libanius lias re* 
mark^, iHat theftudy of Homer taught him td 
imits^ the fimple, concife ftyle of Mendausi 
tfie copioufncfe of Neftor, whofe words dcfcend^ 
cd like the flakes of a winter's fnow, or the 
pathetic and forcible eloquence of Ulyfles. The 
fundtions of a judge, which are fometimes in* 
compatible wth thofe of a prince, were exercifed 
by Juiiah, not only as a duty, but as an amufe*^ 
ment; and although he mtghthavc truftcd die 
ihtegrity iand difcernment of hts Pra^orian prac^-. 
fedts, he oftert pbced himfelf by their fide on 
the feat pf judgment. The acute penetration 
E 2 of 

Jalittt Ccfir, who fatrtngued the feaate. All th« predeceilbri of Nero 
(TaeiLAnool xiii. 3.)k>M4iiMnyoMm.foccc0bi«, poiitfled the fuvhy 
of fpeaking in public ; and It might be proved by varipa« «(9atp|c^ Umf 
tkcy<lrequently exercifed it in the fenate. 

(93) Ammianut (xxii. to.) has impartially ftated the merits and de* 
feas of hia judicial proceedings. Libanius. (prut* Parent, c, fp^i;^' V* 
3s jt £ee.) has- fees only the fan- fide, and his pifture, if it flatters th^ 
yerfeo^ expreflfies ttleaft the d^h^ of the Judge. Gregory )iaaii^»tea 
i^tu, i^.p* itf>.); who luppreilcs the'Virtuei^ afid ex^gerates even the 
voaakT fteks^ of tbo apoftate, triumphantly allps, Whether M i 
ja^l^vMaft^ to-be fcated betireca Mlooi aod Kh^UbmaAthui; in th9 
JBJjfiaofieJds? 
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of his mind was agreeably occupied in detecting 
and defeating the chicanery of the advocates, 
who laboured to difguife the truth of fads, and 
to pervert the fenfc of the laws. He fometimes 
forgot the gravity of his ftaiion, a(kcd indifcrect 
or unfcafonable queftions, and betrayed, by the 
loudneft of his voice, and the agitation of his 
body, the earneft . vehemence with, which he 
maintained his opinion againil the judges, the 
advocates, and thieir clients. But his knowledge 
of his own temper prompted him to encourage, 
and even to folicit, the reproof of his friends and 
minifters ; and whenever they ventured to oppofe 
the irregular fallies of his paffions, ,thc fpeftatorg 
could qbferve the (hame, as well as the gratitude, 
of their monarch. The decrees of Julian were 
almoft always founded on the principles of 
juidice ; and he had the firmnefs to reiift the twt& 
mpft dangerous temptations, which affauh the 
tribunal ot a fovereign, under the fpecious forms 
of conapaffion and equity. He decided the me- 
rits of the caufe without weighing the circum- 
ftances of the parties ; and the poor, whom bts 
wiftied to relieve, were condemned to fatisfy the 
juil demands of a noble and wealthy adverfary. 
He carefully diftinguifhed the judge from the 
legiflator (84) ; and though he meditated a rie- 
c^Sary reformation of the Roman jurifprudence, 
he pronounced fentence according to the ftridk 
and literal interpretation of thofe lawSj which th^ 
magiftrates were lx)undto execute, and thefub- 
jcftstoobey. 

Tlie 

(84) Of the Uwi Which JulUn taUied in a reiga of fixtccn months, 
fifty-four have been admittad into the Codes of Theodofms and Juftinian. 
(Gothofred. Chron. Legom^ p. ^4—^7.) The Abbe de la Bleterie (toav 
-i>. pi 1*9— ZZ^') hat chofen one of thefe laws to give an idea of Julian't 
Latin f^yli, which U forcible and elaborate, but Ufa pure than hia Greek* 
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' The generality of princes, if they were ftrip Hk«hifie. 

^d of their purple, and caft naked into the world, **'• 
would immediately fink to the. Jo weft rank of 
fociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
obfcurity. But theperfonal merit of Julian was, 
in fome mcafure, independent of his fortune, 
Whatever had been his choice of life ; by the 
force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenfc 
application, he would have obtained, or at leaft 
he would have dtferved, the higheft honours of 
his profeffion ; and Julian might have raifed 
himfelf to the rank of minifter, or g6l|cral, of 
the ftatc in which he was born a private! 'citizem 
If the jealous caprice of power had difappoihted 
his expcdations ; if he had prudently declined 

• the paths of greatnefs, the employment of the 
fame talents in ftudious folitude, would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his prefent 
happinefs and his immortal fame. When we 
infped, wijth minute, or perhaps malevolent at- 

'tention, the portrait of Julian, foraething feems 
wanting to the grace and perfe(Stion of the whole 
figure. His genius was lefs powerful and fu- 
blime than tlmt of Caefar ; nor did he poflefs 
the confummate prudence of Auguftus. The 
virtues of Trajan appear more fteady and natu- 
ral, and the philofophy of Marcus is more Am- 
ple and confiftent. Yet Julian fuftained adver- 
fity with firmnefs, and prosperity with mode- 
ration. After an interval of one hundred and 
twenty years from the death of, Alexander Se- 
verus, the Romans beheld an emperor who 
made no diftindion betw-een his duties and his 
pleafures ; who laboured to relieve the diftrefs, 
and to revive the fpirit, of his fubjefts ; and 
who endeavoured always to connect authority 
with merit, and happinefs with virtue. Even 

faftion, 
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ffliftton, ^nd sTeligtous faction, was conflratned 
to acknowledge Ac fuperiority t)f ^is genius, ik 
peace as well as in wiar; and to confefe, with a 
figh*^ that fteapoflate Julian was a lover of his 
country, and that he defcrved the einpirc of 
the world (S5). 

(Bj) • . • . Duftdr-fdrtiffiiBtft annif ; 

Goaditor etIegu««clebRniniin t we muiO^ua 
* Confultorpitric; (•d.aon confultor btbends 

Religionis ; tnoiiot terccnt^im millia DivCtm, 

PterfiduB niei>co, M nert ct pcrfidds oitL 
Pnirien», A^nClMbfict 4$^^ be 
TTbe conftieiifneft iif t gvncretit fiintinicot ^cmi f hm n&M ihz 
Cbriftian ^t ibpirerhU nfutl mediocrity? 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 



The ReUgi9n of Jt^M.-^Umverfd TcieratiM^^^lU 
uitempts to tifiore and rtfon^ the B^dnff^wfi^ 
-^to rebuiU the ^emfk of Jtrtifakm.'-^is ax4- 
ful Petfecutiom (f the .(^rjfiiam.^^^Mamd Zed 
and If^ujlice. 



THE character tX, Apoilate Ium injured thenei^uttsr 
reputation of Julito ; wA the enthufiaim J*^*- 
which clouded his virtues, has exap^ted the 
re^l and apparent magnitude of his raulta^ Qur 
partial ignorance riiay reprefenthim as a philofo^ 
phic tpbnarch, who ftudied lo protect,' with an 
equal h^nd, the religious fa£ti6ns of the ein|>ire ; 
and to allay the theological fever which had in*' 
flamed the mmds of the peo])le, from the ediOs 
t>f Diocletian to the exile of Athanafius. A more 
accurate view of the charadter and conduct of 
luEan, will remove this favourable pi^epoBcflion 
^f a prince who did not efcape the gpneral conta- 
^oa of the times. We enjoy the fingutai: ad- 
ittfrtjge^f comparing the pi^ures which have 
THsetTdelineated by his fonddt admircfrs, and Ins 
irapbtf^^ble encpues. The anions of Julian are 
£sithft]% Telated by a judicious and candid hif* 
torian, the impartiil fpeftator of his life and 
.d/ealh. The unafiiriious evidence of his cetena- 
jxvaricsis.cQnj&rined by the public and private 
declarations of the emperor himfelf; and his. va- 
jib^s writings cxprefs the tmiform tenor of his 

religious 
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tcHgious fcntimcnts, which policy would have 
prompted him- to diflcmble rather than to afFedt. 
A devout and fincere attachment for the gods of 
Athens and 'Rome, conftituted the ruling paflion 
of Julian (O i the powers of an enlightened un- 
derftanding were betrayed and corrupted by the 
influence of fuperftitious prejudice ; and the 
phantoms which exifted only in the mind of thg 
Citnperor, had a real and pernicious effecSt on the 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 
of the Chriftians, who defpifcd the worlhip, and 
overturned the altars^ of thofe fabulous deities, 
engaged their votary in a ftate of irreconcilable 
Wtility with a very numerous party of his fub- 
jeAs ; and he was. fometimes tempted, by the 
defife'of yiftory, pr the ftiamc of a repulle, to 
violate the la wi5 of prudenq?, anjd even of jufticc. 
The triumph of the party, which he deferted 
and oppofed, has fixed a ftain of infamy pn the 
name of Julian; and thcj unfiiccefsful apoftat^ 
has been overwhelmed with a torrent of pious 
invedives, of which the fignal was given by the . 
ibnoroup trumpet (2) of Gregory tslazianzen (3), 
• .• ■ ^' ■' \ - "■ ■■'■ ' ■ Thp. 

(i) I ftiftU trtQ&ribe' fame q£ his own expreffions from a fliorC religio<is 
difcourfe which the Imperial ponti JF compofed to cenfure the bold impiety 
of a Cynic : AAA* .6fiMs ur^ ^n ri rtfi ^fVf yeif^txtt^ xett (piXtff 
futi a^i^f xett 9r«y^' ptirhMi ret rcmurtt ^ei&%^, wwt^ «y mg Ktift 
Met fA^^ti «fryie^v« Jitf'jr#r«^, flrgdj ^i2W«p»A«tf y «•{•? ^«rf^«f , Tr^fg 
. xfihfc^veeif, Orat. ^li. p. 2ix. Th^* variety and copioufnefs' of cbe 
'Greek tongue (eems inadequate to the fervour of his devotion. ' 

(a) The orator, with fomc eloquence, innch cnthuriafm, and more 
vanity, ^ddrefles his difcourfe to heaven and earth, to men and angeb> 
to the Uving and the dead ; and above all, to the. great Conttantius x {u m 
.«W0-^)10-|(, an odd pagan exprefllon). He conclude^ with a bol<i afTurance, 
that be has erected a monument not lefs durable, and much more portable, 
than the cdlumns of Hercules, See Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii.p. 59. 
iV. p. 134. ' . • .-■ 

(3} See thi» long inve£liye, which has beep injudicionily divided into 

t wor orations, in Gregory's Works, tom.i. p: 4^— 134. Paris, J 630. It 

' " ' was 
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The infer^ftin^ nature of the events which wcie 
crowded into the (hort reign, of this tftivc 
emperor,' deferve a juft and circumftantial 
narrative. His rnotives, hi§ counfels, and 
his aitHoqs, as far as they are conncdted with the 
hiftory of religion, will be the flibjett of the pre- 
fent chapter.. . - . 

The caufe of his. Itrange and fatal apof-HUedoati- 
tacy, may be derived from the early period of J^JJ**'*'^ 
his life, when he was left aii orphan in the hands 
of tte murderers of his family. The fiames of 
Chrift and of Conftkntjus, the idpas of flavery 
and of rejijgion, w^re fooii aflbciated in a youthr 
ful. imagination^ which was fiifceptible of the 
raoft lively impreffionis. The care of his infanr 
cy was entrufted tg ^ufebius, bilhop of Nicome- 
dia (4), who was related to hin^ on th^ fide of 
his mother j and fill Juiiau, reached "the twentieth 
year of his age, he received Trom his Chriftian 
preceptors, the education not of a hero but of 4 
faint. The emperor, lefs jealous of i heavenly^ 
than of an earthly crowi;, contented himfelf with 
the imperfedi charaAer of a catecKurtien, while 
he bellowed the advantages of baptifm (5) o^ 
^ r\\ / •, ■ ^;thc 

^as pobliihed by Gregory tnd his friend Ba(il (iv. p. i33.)> »bflue fix 
nioQthc ifter th^ dctth of Jalian, wlica hit remtint h«d b«eh ctrried to' 
Tarfiis (iv> p. ifta) ; bat while Jovian was ftiU on th^ thnme (iii. (t 54. 
iv. p. 117.]* I have derived rauefa a/Hflaace^ 6tim % French veriion and 
remarks, printed aC Lyeot 1^35* • 

(4) Kicomcdi« ab Bufebio edacattts Epifcopo, qneoi geoere- lodgioa ' 
eontiagcbat. (Ammian. xxii# 5.) Julian never expreilet any gtatitode 
towarda that- Arian prelate ; biit he celebrates hit pcccq>ter, Che euonph 
Marideniw, and dejcribet bis mode cf education, which inlpired^hia pupil 
\7ith a-.pa£onatc admiratioQ for the geoiaty and perhapa the rcligioo c|f 
Homer. Mllbpogon, p. 351, 35a; ^ 

' (5) Greg.. Naa. iii. p. 76. He laboured to effSice that holy mark in tfate 
blood, perhaps of a TanrBbolhim. Baroo. Annal. Ecclcf. A. Dj ^€u 
No. 3, 4. . . 
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the nephews of Conftamme it). They werfe 
even admitted to the 'mfcrior oftces of the eccte- 
fistftical order; and Man ptrblidy rdkd the Holy 
Scriptures in the church of Nicpmedia. Thfe 
ftucly of TeKgion, which they afliduoxtfly ctiid- 
vatedy appeared to produce the faireft fruits of 
faith and devotion (7). They prayed, they 
fafted, they diftributed alms to the, poor, gifts 
to the clergy, and oblations to the tombs of the 
martyrs; and the fplendid monument of St. 
Mamas, at Cseiarea, was ereif^ed, pr at leaft was 
undertaken, by the joint labour of. Gallus and 
Julian (?)• They refpeiftfully tonvcrfed with 
the bifliops who were .eminent for fuperior fanc- 
tity, and folicited the benedid\ion of the monks 
4ttxd hermits, who, had introduced intoCappado- 
ciathe voluntary. hardfliips of the afccitic Kfe (9). 
'As the two princes advanced towards the yeara 
df manhckxl, they difcovered, in their religious 
fentiments, the difference of their cbaraaers. 
The dull tod obftihate underftanding 6f Gallus 
embraced^ with implicit zeal, the doctrines of 

Chrir- 

" tiS) JvKan UiDfeir (Epift. 11 p. 454) tiTmra th« Ateicaiirifliit that he 
had been a Chrittiaa (ha m«ft mcaa a fiocere one) till the twentieth year 

flf hbJi|e. ' 

: <r) iaMthar'Chrtniai^aiid •«cn «cale0aaio(l «ikioaiianvin OMgrty (iii. 

^.ajii^), Socwtet (i.:iu.c s.W and iStf^ooitm, (1. v. c^i.). Ha «&ape(i 

nroryioaraawiyriMi iheiogt %^kitkop^. tftd ferhtftt j^faiat. 

(8) The (hare of the work which ha<)bber« nibitedao Gallqs* w«»pMP> 

•4fl9Mfd^^iA vf|dnr aslfiiattfti hotth^inw^^^ and 

;4nbwcrtfd the 4lraQsve«)i>hich MWiv hvptM^/ ithfiifterUegicva <h«ad p{ 

rjttliia. !Cng;iiti^ $9^ ^^1. . Sofh.i^ p«r(|al «arthquakc,.^fii«iied 

ili^, jnany>itf^ifig:fpaafiiora».<«piiM«fn^ 909 fif (;hf alMneftr«iirMlM4a <c- 
ciafiAftftml Aary. 

is) The finUftfhtr (Fncment, p. <a88,) rldi<;vL<^)their«n chnm^ Mc. 

^< tbef€i«|Ktary Aiia^€t.(Ce« TiUcmoot, iMern. .£oc|ef, torn, ixv p. 65i, 
€^% )vrwho htid i«rgot that jtnvi^t b]unat|ire .mcntlt^nd facial ammaU 
m^^tnu ^wti w^>iiiruai ^ttn Mm «Vi(V. The Ai^m fuppofc«, tiwrt 
becaufe they had renounced Uie |odsy they were pofleflcd and tormented 
hy evil dsmonSi 
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CSiriftianity; wiiic^'Tierdr4iiflii£RR^ 
or modemted his paffions. The mild dlfpoitmi 
xsf the yow^(er faroiifaer irasJefsTcpoji;^ 
precepts of the Gofpd; and his AEktve c wkifitf 
might ^htve been graitfied, ^y a tbeolo0(»l.fy^- 
tem^ iv4uGh explaina the myfteriom eflissice of 
the Drity ; aiid opens, the boumHeft ptoSpeSt of 
invilible and fature ^irorids. But the mKpoaA^ 
ent f^it of Julian refufed to yield the fouffivc 
and unrefiftins cAjedience which was roqoned^ 
in the name of reli^on, by the hat^ty minify 
tersof the church. Their fpeculativecninicma 
«weFe iinpofed as pofitive laws^ and guafo^cd by 
the terrcM-s of eternal puniChments ; but while 
they prefcribed the rigid foimulary of the 
di^ughtS) the words, and the aCtions of the 
young prince ) whilft they filenced his ohjeeA* 
Otis, and feverehr checked ^he fmedom of hia 
enquiries^ they (ecretly provbked his ^impatient 
genius to difclaim ^he auth<$rity of hiswctefiaftc* 
Gsd guides. He was educated in thef^eief Afia^ 
amidfithe fcandafkof the Artant:dntrov«riy fro). 
The fierce contefts of the Enftem bifbops, the 
hiceflant alterations of their creeds, and the pro« 
fane motiyes wMch ap^^eared to actuate their 
conduct, infenfibly ftit)rigtherted the pr^j«ftti^ 
Julian^ that they neidier underftodd nor believed 
the religion for which they fo fiercely contended. 
Inilead of lillening tp the proofa ofvChriflianity 
with that favourabk atteiftion which addk weigl^ 
to the moil re^xkftable evidefioe, he heard wi^ 
filfpicton, and difputed with oh(tinacy tad ac^ 

tutenefs 

:{<•) :8ee Julian apod CyrtL 1. vi. p. ao^. 1. viii. p. 153. ada. ** Yod 
f ^ perTecntev** fiiyt he, ** thofe heretics who do not meorn the dead mail 
f * pt»i(t\j ip the yr^y which you approTc." He iKewa himfelf,a tokrabk 
theologian i Imt he maiouint that IbrChnftian Trinity » not deriftd 
iirpm tf^e <(oariBC^or Faul, of Jefat, «r of' Mofei, 
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cutenefs, the dodrihcs for which he already en- 
tertained: an invincible, averfioh. Whenever the 
young princes were directed to. cornpofe declama- 
tions on the fubjeit of the prevailing controver- 
fies, Julian always declared hin^felf the advocate 
of Paganifm ; under the fpecious cxcufe that, 
in the defence of the weaker caule, his learning 
and ingenuity might be more advantageoufly ex- 
crcifed and difplaycd. 
He embra- As foon as-Gallus was invefted with the ho- 
Slijp S^nours of the purple, Julian was permitted to 
Pastnifm. breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of 
Paganifm (ii). The aowd of fopbifts, who 
were attracted by the tafte and liberality c^ their 
royal pupil, had formed a ftrift alliance between 
the learning and the religion of Greece -, and the 
poems of Homer, inftead of being admired as 
the original produdkions of human genius, were 
ferioufly afcribed to the heavenly infpiration of 
Apollo and the mufes. The deities of Olympus, 
as they are painted bjr the immortal bard, imprint 
thcmfelvcs on the minds which are the leaft ad- 
diAed to fuperftitious cfedulity. Our fannliar 
knowledge of their names and charafters, their 
forms and attributes, 7^/Wi to beftow on thofe 
airy bei9!gs a real and fubftantial exiftence ; and 
the pleafing Enchantment produces an imperfe<5t 
and niomentary affent of the imagination fo 
thofe fables, which are the moft repugnant to 
our reafon and experience. In the age of Julian, 
every., circumftg^nce contributed to prolqng and 
fortify the illufion 5 the piagniftcent temples of 
Greece and Afia ; the works of thofe artifts who 
had exprefled, in pointing or in fculpture, the 

' ,] " divine 

.. \ ■ •■ " / - . 

(11] Lib»niu8, Orat. Parentaiit, c pi lov p. 23a, ice. Greg. Natt- 
anzen, Orat. iii. p. ^i. Euoip. Vit, S<)phiit in l^i^'irdOf p. 68, 6^f 70, 
Edit. Comr^eUn. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. fa 

divine conceptions of the poet ; the pomp of fcf- 
tivals and (acriiices ^ the lucceTsful arts of divi-^ 
nation; the popular traditions of oracles and 
prodigies i and the ancient pradtice of two 
thoufand years. The weaknefs of polytheifm 
was, in fome meafure, excufed by the modera- 
tion of its claims; and the devotion of the Pa- 
gans was not incompatible with the moil licenti- 
oiis fcepticifm (la). Inftead of an indivifible 
and regular fyftem, which occupies the whole 
extent of the believing mind, the mythology of 
the Creeks was compofed of a thoufand loofc 
and flexible parts, and the fervant of the gods 
was at liberty to define the degree and mcafuie 
of his religious faith, . The creed which Julian 
adopted for his own ufe, was of the largeft di- 
menfions ; and, by a ilrange contradidion, he 
difdained the falutary yoke of the Gofpel, whilft 
he made a voluntary offering of his reafon on 
the altars of Jupiter and Apollo. . One of the 
orations of Julian is confecrated to the honour of 
Cybele, the mother of the gods, who required 
from her effeminate priefts the bloody facrifice, 
fo raflily performed by the madnefs of the Phry- 
gian boy. The pious emperor condefcends to 
relate, without a blufh, and without a fmile, the 
voyage of the goddefs from the (hores of Perga- 
mus to the mouth of the Tyber ; and the ftu- 
pendous miracle, which convinced the fenate 
and people of Rome that the lump of clay, which 
their ambaffadors had tranfported over the feas, 
vras endowed with life, and fentiment, and divine 

power 

' \t7.) A modern philofopher hu ingentoafly compAred the diflEcrcnt ope* 
ntiomof tbeifm end pplytbeifinf with regmrd to (hf doubt or ooovi^ion 
<*bicfa they prodoce in the bumaamiod. See Hume't Si&y^ vol. ii. p. . 
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povMJr(i3). For the truth of this prodigy, he 
appeals to the pubftc monuments of the city ; 
and* cenftnres, with fbme aaimony, the ficlUy and 
aflEcfted tafte of ' tlibfe men, ^ho impertinent- 
fy deridied the facred traditions of tteir ancef- 
tors(r4).. 
T^ iJitip- But the devopt philofophcr, who fincerely em- 
***' brac^> and warmly encouraged the fuperftition 
of the people, referred for Wmfelf the privilege 
of aliberal interpretation ; ahd filently withdrew 
from the. foot of the altkrs into the fanduary of 
the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 
Toice, that, the pious enquirer, iriftead of beings 
fcandalized or fiitisfied with the literal (cnfe, 
ffipuM diligently explore the occult wifdom, 
which had bften difguifed, by the prudence of 
antiquity, under the ma(k of folly and of fa- 
bte(i5)/ "^^^ philofpphers of the Platonic 
^ool(i6)> Plotinus, Pdrphyry^ and' the divine 

lanibli- 

{g^) The IdMn motlier Uuided ii> baly abcMt Ike end 6t tbe feoend 
iNiiiic war. The miracle of Ciaudia, either wlrgm or mairoov wIm 
. deareil lifer fame hj difgradi^ the graver modefty ef the Roman ladiei^ 
jltttdM'byacltfiid'tf witnelllet. Tiifeir evidence ik ctUeaed by Dra* 
kiaber^ {/4 Stftom Italkwii, xvii . ^.>s but w& moy obferve thu 
lavy^ (xzrs. 14.) flidet over tbe tMofiiAidii with diicreet anibigoity. 
(i^ I euihot refraib from tcanfcribing tbe empbatical words of Jallan s 
M-A h»u rmtt »«Pw« winvUf ftttXX49 t« T*i«vr« « revTMe'i 



Orat. V. p. 161. }uJiaa Uk^ift' declaroi hit firm bciief in the^i^netii^ 
ihe holy (hfclds, which dropt from heavea 00 the Qgtrinal hill i and [»kiea 
thei^ge bUnihieft'of theChrifUiiti*, who preferred the cr»f$ to thefe 
€fit9i«itropbit<f Apnd Cyril;r J. vL p* »y4» 

(x^ See the principletof allegory, in Julian (Orat. vii. p. a 16. %%%,), 
Hit rcaioniog it left abford than that of fome modeni theologiant, who 
•ilcrt that ah extravagant or contradictory doOrine rn^fi be divine \ iuica 
BO tfatf ittvetfodd Kky^^tfioo^ of Wentlitg li. 

{%4^y Wmmpkii hi# Rtade th<(e fopViftt the fubjea-of a partial an^ fiuMi^T 
tk*thiitei^« and^helbfned'inicto (Hiil.Phifo^ p. tiy-- 

Soj.) hat employed much labour to iUvftnte thtv obfcvre livet, and io- 
comprchen6ble doftrioei. 
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latnbficihus^ vfttt adrmred iffi tto mofr MUti 
maft^rs of thfs^ altegdrical fcience^ which laboar* 
cd tofoftd^ a^harmonissethei dtfbrtncd'&atafM^ 
of pagaitefnf^. Juhan hiifffelf^ who was cfiiMided 
inr the nfjF^fiteribUfi^puffuit by ^defiua^ tho ^ficM* 
rable fucceffor of lamblichus, afpirod to thepo(^ 
feffidn of a tfetffarey whrch ha dfteemed, » we 
may credit bis fcA^n BShwtTBl&om^ far above 
theeiiipire of thef world(i7)j It WM indieed'aj 
trcafwe, whicH derived it^vahie' only from opi* 
ition y and every a#tift,n who flattered htmfelE that 
he hflidexitradbed the previous ore from the fur<^ 
rounding drofe^ clatrned an equal nght^o6 ^mp<- 
ingthefnaftie^nditgupe^nioft agreeabte to ni^ 
pecuKar fancy. The fabte of Aiys-and Cybele 
had bcfcfit alreaicfy explained^ by Porphyry; but 
hia^ liBib(HU'&ier«>ed only to animate tm piouft in-- 
du4ftx^ of Jbiiftn, ^^Avb itiuentiKd and pubttAi^ 
htis own ati^ory of that^ncient and^myftic taife 
This fre^iSo^^ of i«tcfprttation^ which might 
gratify ^e pr^ of' the Platonifts^ expofed^die 
v^ity of the$» art. Without a tedious disttil^ 
the modern re^ercotlld not formajuft idea ot 
the flrafi^e alUufion^, the fbrced etymolosiea^ iht 
folemti triflmg^ and the impenetrable obifcurity 
oF thefe f&gesj whoprofdfed to reveal'the fyf- 
tern of the uhit^rfe; Asthe tmditiocia of pa^ 
mythology wer€ varibuAy related^ the ftcr^-tft- 
terpreters were at liberty to feledt the moft con- 
venient circumftances-/and as they tranilated an 
aVbitrary eypher, they eoul* extra€l firorti diiy 
fable any fcnfe whith ^U adapted to their ftVQU- 
rite fyftem oii religioa and jMofophy,, The 

lafewioi^ 

'(17) J^^faffl, Orftt. til p: Mt^* 19e <WMn Vifii tVeiAoft flnt^t tM 
Strdonk kogh. 
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lafcivious form of a naked Venus was tortured 
into the difcovery of fome moral precept, or 
fomc phyfical truth ; and the caftration or Atys 
explained the revolution of the fun between the 
tropics, or the fepar^tion of the human foul from- 
vice and error ( ij8), 
Throiogicii The theological fyftem of Julian appears to 
jlIiS^. *^ ^^^ contained the fublimc and important princi- 
ples of natural religion. But as the faith, which 
IS not founded on revelation,- muft remain defti- 
tuteof any firm affurancc, the difciple of Plato 
imprudently relapfed into the habits of vulgar 
fuperftition ; and the popular and philofophic 
notion of the Deity fecms^'to have been con- 
founded in the practice, the writings, and even 
in the mind of Julian (19). The pious emperor 
acknowledged and adored the Eternal Gaufe of 
the univerfe, to whom he afcribed all the per- 
feftions of an infinite nature, invifible to the 
eyes, and inacccffible to the underftanding of 
feeble mortals. The fupreme God had created, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
I'ated^ the gradual fucceffiori of dependent fpirits, 
of gods, of daemons, of heroes, and of men 5 and 
every being which derived its exiftence immedi- 
ately froi* the Firft Caufe, received the inherent 
gift of immortality. That fd precious an ad- 
vantage might not be laviftied upon unworthy 
V ' objedts^ 

(18) See tfae tfth orttios of Julian. But tU the allegories wbich ever 
liToed from the Platooic Icbool, are not worth, the (hort poem of Catullaa 
on the faine extraordinary Tul;|je£t. 1*he tranfition of Atys, from the 
wildeft enthufiaim to ibber^tathetie complaiot^ for his irretrievable lofty • 
muft infpire a tnan with pity, an eunuch with defpair. 

(19) The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Caefars, 
i». 308. with Spaoheim's notes and iUaftrationsj from the fragments in 
tSyril, 1. ii. p. 57, 58. and efpecially from the theological oration in Solem 
Regem, p. i3o.«,>i58. addrefied, in the confidence, of friendOup, to ibf 
prefeft Salluft. ' ' ' 
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obje£ts, the Creator had entrufted to the fldll 
and power of the inferior gods, the office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable^ 
and the mineral kingdoms. To the condudt of 
thefe divine minifters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world ; but their im- 
perfedt adminiflration is not exempt from dif- 
cord or error. The earth, and its inhabitants, 
are divided among them, and the characters of 
Mars or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may 
be diftindtly traced in the laws and manners of 
their peculiar votaries. As long as our immortal 
fouls are confined in a mortal prifon, it is our in« 
tcreft, as well as our duty, to folicit the favour, 
and to deprecate the wrath, of the powers of 
heaven ; whofe pride is gratified by the devotion 
of mankind ; and whole groiTer parts may be 
fuppofed to derive fome nourifhment from the 
fumes of facrifice (20). The inferior gods might 
fometimes condefcend to animate the ftatues, 
and to inhabit the temples, which were dedi- 
cated tp their honour. They might occafionally 
vifit the earth, but the heavens were the proper 
throne and fymbol of their glory. The inva- 
riable order of the fun, moon, and ftars, was 
haftily admitted by Julian, as a proof of their 
eiernal duration ; and their eternity was a fuffici- 
ent evidence that they were the workmanlhip, 
not of an inferior deity, but of the Omnipotent 
King. In the fyftem of the Platonifls, the vifi- 
Vol. IV. F ble, 

(20) Jii4uin tdoptf tbi* grols conccptioo, by aicribing it to hii ftvoorite 
Mtrcna AntoDinut (Cseftrca, p. 333.)* The Stoics tod Plttoniftt hefi- 
cated between the aoftlogy of bodies, tnd the purity of fpirka ; yet the 
grtTeft philolbphere inclined to the whimfical faacy of Ariftophanet tad 
lAcian, tbtt an nobelieTing age might (Unre the immortal |odt. Ifc$ 
Ob&rrations de Spanheimy p. &84. 444, te. 
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ble, was a type of the invifible, world. The 
celeftial bodies, as they were informed by a di- 
vine fpirit, might be confidered as the objedts 
the moft worthy of religious worfhip. The Su n^ 
whofe genial influence pervades and fuftains the 
univerfe, juftly claimed the adoration of man- 
kind, as the bright reprefentative of the Ldoos, 
the lively, the rational, the beneficent image of 
the intelleftual Father (21). 
Fanaticifm In cvery age, the abfence of genuine infpira- 
idb*h Z***'^^^'^ ^^ fupplied by the ftrong illufions of enthu- 
^ *"' fiafm, and the mimic arts of impofture. If, in 
the time of Julian, thefe arts had been praftifed 
only by the pagan pricfts, for the fupport of an 
expiring caufe, fome indulgence might perhaps 
be allowed to the intereft and habits of the fa- 
cerdotal charafter. But it may appear a fubjedt 
of furprife and fcandal, that the philofophers 
themfelves (hould have contributed to abufe the 
fuperftitious credulity of mankind (22), and that 
the Grecian myileries fliould have been fupport- 
ed by the magic or theurgy of the modern Pla- 
tonifts. They arrogantly pretended to controul 
the order of nature, to explore the fecrets of fu- 
. turity, to command the fervice of the inferior 
daemons, to enjoy the view and converfation 
of the fuperior gods, and, by difengaging the 

foul 

(21) HXwF AgyA», Td ^A>v «y«Ajte« xxi ifv^vx^^j ««< ifv»», 
xou eef/»hf^y^9 'TH vdiirv x«r^d;. Juiitn^ cpifl. xli. In another place 
(apud Cyril. J. ii. p. 6p), he calls- the Sun, God, and the throne of God. 
Julian believed the Platonician Trinity ^ and only blames the Chriftiaoa 
for preferring a mortal, to an immortal, ZjOgu. 

(21) The fophifts of Eunapius perform as many miracles at the fainti 
of the defart ; and the only circumftance in their favour is, that they are 
of a lefs gloomy complexion. Inftead of devils with horns and uils, lam- 
blichus evoked the genii of love, Eros and Anteros, from two adjacent 
fountains. Two beautiful boys iifued from the water, fondly embraced 
bioB as their father^ aad retired at his command. P. 26, 7.7. 
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foul from her material bands, to reunite that 
immortal particle with the Infinite and Divine 
Spirit. 

The devout and fearlefs curiofity of Julian initutioo 
tempted the philofophers with the hopes of an*?}.^^*^*]"^ 
eafy conqueft ; which, from the fituation of their Ut^ 
young profelyte, might be productive of the 
mott important confequences (23). Julian im- 
bibed the firft rudiments of the Platonic doc- 
trines from the mouth of -ffidefius, who had 
fixed at Pergamus his wandering and perfecuted 
fchool. But as the declining ftrength of that 
venerable fage was unequal to the ardour, the 
diligence, the rapid conception of his pupil, two 
of his moft learned difciples, Chryfanthes and 
Eufebius, fupplied, at his own defire, the placq 
of their aged matter. Thefe philofophers feem 
to have prepared and diftributed their refpeftive 
parts; and they artfully contrived, by dark 
hihts, and afFeded difputes, to excite the impa* 
tient hopes of the afpirant^ till they delivered him 
into the hands of their affociate Maximus, the 
boldeft and moft Ikilful mafter of the Theurgic 
fcience. By his hands, Julian was fecretly initi- 
ated at Ephefus, in the twentieth year of his age. 
His refidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural 
alliance of philofophy and fuperftition. He ob- 
tained the privilege of a folemn initiation into 
the myfteries of Eleufis, which, arnidft the ge- 
neral decay of the Grecian worftiip, ftill retain- 
ed fome veftiges of their primaeval fanftity ; 
and fuch was the zeal of Julian, that he after- 
F z wards 

{23) The dextrous managemenjt of thefe fophiftsy who played their 
credaioiu pupil into each other's handa, is fairly told by Euoapius (p. 6^9 
•*76.)» with unfufpedting {impiicity. The Abbe de la Bleterie under* 
ftandsy and neatly dcfcribes^ the whole comedy (Vie dc Julieo, p. ^i*-« 
^7). 
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wards invited the Elcufinian pontiff to the court 
of Gaul for the folc purpofe of confummating^ 
hy myftic rites and (acrificcs, the great work of 
his fan^$Bfication. As thefe ceremonies were 
performed in the depth of caverns, and in the 
filence of the night ; and as the inviolable fecret 
of the myflerieji was preferved by the difcretion. 
4)f the initiated, I (hall not prefume to defcribe 
the horrid founds, and fiery apparitions, which 
were prefcnted to the fenfcs, or the imagination, 
of the credulous afpirant (24), till the vifions of 
comfort and knowledge broke upon Tiim in a 
blaze of cdeftial Rght (25). In the caverns of 
Ephefus and Eleufis, the mind of Julian was pe- 
netrated with fincere, deep, and unalterable en- 
thufiafm ; though he might fometimcs exhibit 
the viciflitudes of pious fraud and hypocrily, 
which may be obfervcd, or at leaft fufpedted, 
in the characters of the moft confcientious fana- 
tics. From that moment he confecratcd his life 
to the fcrvice of the gods 5 and while the occu- 
pations, of war, of government, and of ftudy, 
feemed to claim the whole mcafure of his time, 
a ftated portion of the hours of the night was 
invariably referved for the exercife of private 
devotion. The temperance which adorned the 
fevere manners of the (bldier and the philofo- 
pher, was connedted with fome ftrict and frivo- 
lous rules of religious abftinence j and it was in 

honour 

(24) When Julian, in a momentary panic, mad« tire fignof the crofs^ 
the dsenioni tnftantly difappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat . iil p, yr.}, Cregorj 
fuppofec that they wer« frightened, bat the prieftt declared that they were 
lodignanC* The reader, according to the meafure of bis faith, will de« 
termine this profound queflioti. 

(%^) A dark and diftant view of the terrdrs and joys of initiation is 
fliewn by Dion, Chryfoflom, Thcmiftias, Proclos, and Stobsns. The 
learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words (vol. i. p. 
^39* *47> %48* %8a. edic i7^50i which he deztero«fly or forcibJjr appfiiea 
to bis own bypothcfis. 
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honour of Pan or Mercury, of Hecate or Ifis, 
that Julian, on particular davs, denied himfelf 
the ufc of fome particular food, which might 
have been offeofive to his tutelar deities. By 
thcfe voluntary falls, he prepared his fenfes 
and Ms underltanding for the frequent and fami- 
liar vifits with which he was honoured by the 
celcftial powers. Notwithftanding the modeft 
filence ot Julian himfelf, we may learn from his 
faithful friend, the orator Libanius, that he lived 
in a perpetual intercourfe with the gods and god- 
defles ; that they defcended upon earth, to en- 
joy the converfation of their favourite hero; 
that they gently interrupted his flumbers, by 
* touching his hand or his hair ; that they warned 
him of every impending danger, and conducted 
him, by their infallible wifdom, in every aftion 
of his life ; and. that he had acquired fuch an in- 
timate knowledge of his heavenly guells, as rea- 
dily to diftinguilh the voice of Jupiter from that 
of Minerva, and the form of Apollo from the 
figure of Hercules (26). Thele fleeping or 
waking vifiona, the ordinary effedts of abftinence 
and €»naticiihi, would almoft degrade the em- 
per6r to the level of an Egyptian monk. But 
the ufelefis lives of Antony or PacHomius were 
•^onfiimed in thefe vain occupations. Julian 
c6iUd break from the dream of fuperftition to 
arni himfelf for battle ; and after vanquilhing 
in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly 
retired into his tent, to didate the wife and fa« 
iutary laws of an empire, or to indulge his ge- 
nius in the elegant purfuits of literature and phi- 
lofophy. 

The 

{%€) JntiiB't modefty oonfincd liim Co obfcure tnd occtiionftl bints \ but 
Libaniiu cxpttittes with pleafare on the f&(U and vifipos of the religiouf 
hero (Legiif* td JuUiO. p. 1 57. tnd Ont. PareataL c. ixxxiil p. ^09t 

$10.). 
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SffimuSul' The important fecret of the apoftacy of Juli- 
on. an was entrufted to the fidelity of the initiated^ 

with whom he was united by the facred ties of 
friendfhip and religion (27). 'The pleafmg ru- 
mour was cautioufly circulated among the adhe- 
rents of the ancient worfhip ; and his future 
greatnefs became the object of the hopes, the 
prayers, and the predidlions of the pagans, in 
every province of the empire. From the zeal 
and virtues of their royal profelytc, they fondly 
expeded the cure of every evil, and the reftora- 
tion of every bleffing ; and . inftead of difap- 
proving of the ardour of their pious wilhcs, Ju- 
lian ingenuoufly confefled, that he was ambitious . 
' to attain a fituation in which he might be ufe- 
ful to his country, and to his religion. But this 
religion was viewed with an hoftile eye by the 
fucceffor of Conftantine, whofe capricious paffi- 
ons alternately faved and threatened the life of 
Julian. The arts of magic and divination were 
Sridly prohibited under a defpotic government, 
which condefcended to fear them ; and i£ the 
pagans were reludantly indulged in the exercife 
of their fuperftition, the rank of Julian would 
have excepted him from the general toleration. 
The apoftate foon becariie the prefumptive heir 
of the monarchy, and his death could alone have 
appeafed the juft apprehenfions of the Chrifti- 
ans (28). But the young prince, who afpired 

to 

(27) Libanias, Orat. Parent, c x. p. ^33, 134. Galtus bad fome rea. 
' foD to fufptdt the fecret apoftacy of his brother; and in a letter which 

may be received as genuine, be exhorts Jaiian to adhere to the religioo of 
their anceftcrsi an argument, which, as it Ihould feem, was not yet ^ 
perfedlly ripe. See Julian. Op. p. 454. and Hift. de Jovien, torn. ii. 
p. 141. 

(28) Gregory (iii. p. 50.)) ^ith inhunnan zeal, cenfares Conftantius 
for fparing the infant apoftate (xux^f a-»hvr»)' His French tranAator. 
(p. 35^.) cautiOttfl^ obferves^ that fuch cxpreffioos tatfk not be prills a 
UJettrc^ 
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to the glory of a hero rather than of a martyr^ 
confulted his fafety by difTembiin^ his religion ; 
and the cafy temper of a polytheifm permitted 
him to join in the public worfliip of a led which 
he inwardly defpifed. Libanius has confidered 
the hypocrify of his friend as a fubjedt, not of 
cenfurc, but of praife, ** As the ftatues of the 
" gods," fays that orator, ** which have been 
^^ defiled with filth, are again placed in a mag- 
*^ nificent temple ; fo the beauty of truth was 
** feated in the mind of Julian, after it had been 
" purified from the errors and follies of his edu- 
" cation. His fentiments were changed; but 
" as it would have been dangerous to have a- 
" vowed his fentiments, his condu6l Hill conti- 
" nued the fame. Very different from the afs 
" in ^fop, who difguifed himfelf with a lion's 
" hide, our lion was obliged to conceal himfelf 
" under the Ikin of an afs ; and, while he em- 
" braced the didlates of reafon, to obey the laws 
" of prudence and neceffity {z^y The difli- 
mulation of Julian lafted above ten years, from 
his fecret initiation at Ephefus, to the beginning 
of the civil war ; when he declared himfelf at 
once the implacable enemy of Chrift and of Con- 
ftantius. This ftate of conftraint might contri- 
bute to ftrengthen his devotion ; and as foon as 
he had fatisfiSi the obligation of afTifting, on fo- 
lemn feftivals, at the affemblies of theChrifti- 
ans, Julian returned, with the impatience of a 
lover, to bum his free and voluntary incenfe on 
the domcftio chapels of Jupiter and Mercury. 
But as every aft of dilfiraulation muft be painfiil 
to an ingenuous fpirit, the profeflion of Chriftia- 
nity encreafed the averfion of Julian for a religi- 
on, 

(29) Libanioa, Orat. PurenUL c. ix. p. i^Zn 
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on, which oppreiled the freedom of his mind, 
and compelled him to hold a conduct repugnant 
to the nobleft attributes of human nature, fince- 
^ty and courage, 
ftittft"*** The inclination of Julian might prefer the 
ChrSu^tj.gods of Homer, and of the Scipios, to the new 
faith, which his uncle had eftabliftied in the 
Roman empire ; and in which he himfelf had 
been fandtined by the facrament of baptifm. 
But as a philofopher, it was incumbent on him 
to juftify his diflent from Chriftianity, which was 
fupported by the number of its converts, by the 
chain of prophecy, the fplendour of miracles, 
and the weight of evidence. The elaborate 
work (30^, which he compofed amidft the pre- 
parations of the Perfian war, contained the fub- 
' ftance of thofe arguments which he had long re- 
volved in his mind. Some fragments have been 
tranfcribed and preferved, by his adverfary, the 
vehement <Pyril of Alexandria (31) ^ and they 
exhibit a very fingular mixture of wit and learn- 
ing, of fophiftry and fanaiicifm. The elegance 
ot the ftyie, and the rank of the author, recom- 
mended his writings to the public attention (32) ; 
and in the impious lift of the enemies of Chrifti- 

anity, 

(30) Ptbrtcias (Bibiiot. Grcc. 1. y. c vUi. p. 88«-jK>-) uH Lardner 
(Hc«tben Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 44'-"47) b*vc accurately compiled all 
^htt cao now be dilcovercfl of Julian's work againft the Chriftians. 

(31) About feventy years after the death of Julian, he executed a tafk 
which bad been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, « prplix and con- 
temptible writer. Even the wprk of Cyril hai not entirely fatisfied (he 
moft favourable judges ; and the Abbe de I4 Blcterie (Preface I I'Hift. 
de Jovien, p. 30. 32) wiflies that fome thnl^en fbikfopbe (a ftrangv cen. 
ixar) would undertake the refutation of Ju|ian. 

(3«) Libanius (Orat. P.arental. c Ixxxvii. pt 313.), who h^^ been fqf- 
peQcd of affifting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orat. ix. ia 
iftecem Julian, p. i^g. edit. Morel.) to the writings of Porphyry. Hit 
fttdgment may be arraigned (Socrates, U ill* c 23.), but Libanius canoet 
\t fccufcd ef Afittery to a 4cad prince. 
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tnity, thc.cclebratcd name of Porphyry was ef- 
faced by the fuperior merit or reputation of Juli- 
an. The minds of the faithful were either fe- 
duced, or fcandalized, or alarmed ; and the pa- 
gans, who fometimes prefumed to engage in the 
unequal difpute, derived, from the popular ,work 
of their Imperial miilionary, an inexhaufiible 
fupply of fallacious objeflions. But in the aifi- 
duous profecution of thefe theological (Indies^ 
the emperor of the Romans imbibed the illiberal 
prejudices and paifions of a polemic divine. He 
contrafted an irrevocable obligation, to main- 
tain and propagate his religious opinions ; and 
whilft he fecretly applauded the ftrength and 
dexterity with which he wielded the weapons of 
controverfy, he was tempted to diftruft the fin- 
cerity, or to defpife the underftandings, of his 
antagonifts, who could obftinately refill the force 
of reafon and eloquence. 

The Chriftians, wjho beheld with horror andnmwfiii 
indignation the apoftacy of Julian, had much*^*^**^ 
more to fear from his power than from his argu- 
ments. The pagans, who were confcious of his • 
fervent zeal, expeded, perhaps with impatience^ 
that the flames of perfecution (hould be imme- 
diately kindled ag^inft the enemies of the gods ; 
and that the ingenious malice of Julian would 
invent fome cruel refinements of death and tor- 
ture, which had been unknown to the rude and 
inexperienced fury of his predcceffors. But the 
hopes, as well as the fears, of the religious fac- 
tions were apparently difappointed, by the pru* 
dent humanity of a prince (33), who was care- 
ful 

(33) Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. Iviii. p. 083, ft84.) hat eloquently ez« 
jpfabed the toleratiQg principles and conduCt of hia IraperiAl friend. In « 
yery remarkaUe epiftle to the people of Bollrt, Julian himfelf (epift. 

lii) puo- 
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ful of Ks. own fame, of the public peace, and 
of the rights of mankind. Inftrufted by hifto- 
ry and refleftion, Julian was perfuaded, that if 
the difeafes of the iJody may fometimes be cured 
by falutary violence, neither ftecl nor fire can 
eradicate the erroneous opinions of the mind. 
The relu<5tant vidtim may be dragged to the 
foot of the altar ; but the heart ftill abhors and 
difclaims the facrilegious aft of the hand. Re- 
ligious obftinacy is hardened and exafperated by 
oppreffion ; and, as foon as the perfecution fub- 
fides, thofc who have yielded, are reftored as 
penitents, and thofe who have refifted, are ho- 
noured as faints and martyrs. If Julian adopt- 
ed the unfuccefsful cruelty of Diocletian and his 
colleagues, he was fenfible that he ftiould ftain 
his memory with the name of tyrant, and add 
new glories to the Catholic church, which had 
derived ftrength and encreafe from the feverity 
of the pagan magiftrates. Adluatcd by thefe 
motives, and apprehenfive of difturbing the re- 
pofe of an unfettled reign, Julian furprifed the 
world by an edid, which was not unworthy of 
« ftatefman, or a philofopber. H« extended to 
all the inhabitants of the Rorrian world, the be- 
nefits of a free and equal toleration ; and the only 
hardfhip which he inflifted on the Cfariftians, 
was to deprive them of the power of torment- 
ing their fellow-fubjefts, whom they ftigmalifed 
with the 'odious titles of idolaters and heretics. 
The Pagans received a gracious permiffion, or 
rather an exprefs order, to open all their tera- 
' pies (34) ; and they were at once delivered from 

the 

lii.) prcfeifcs bis moderttlonV aiid.bfttra]|8 bit »9l i which U^acknowltdged 
by Ammitnusy and cxpofed l)y Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 7Z.)« 

(34) In Greece, the temples of l^inetra were opened by his exprcls 
^ command, before the death of Conftaotius (Liban. Orat. Parent, c. 55. 

p. 480.) J 
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tlie oppreffive laws, and arbitrary vexations, 
which they bad fuftained under the reign of 
Conftantine, and of his fons. At tbe feme 
time, the bifhops and clergy, who had been ba- 
niflied by the Arian monarch, were reealled 
from exile, and reftored to their refpeftivc 
churches; the Donatifts, the Novatians, the 
Macedonians, the Eunomians, and thofe who, 
with a more profperous fortune, adhered to the 
doftrine of the council of Nice. Julian, who 
underftood and derided their theological difputcs, 
invited to the palace the leaders of the hoftile 
fefts, that he might enjoy the agreeable fpefta- 
cle of their furious encounters. The clamour-of 
controverfy fometimes provoked the emperor to 
exclaim, ** Hear me! the Franks have heard 
** me, and the Alemanni ;*' but he foon difco- 
vered that he was now engaged with more obfti- 
nate and implacable enemies ; and though he 
exerted the powers of oratory to perfuade them 
to live in concord, or at leaft^ in peace, he was 
perfectly fatisfied, before he dtfmmed them from 
his prefence, that he had nothing to dread from 
the union of the Chriftians. The impartisll Am- 
mianus has afcribed this affefted clemency to the 
defire of fomenting the inteftine divifions of the 
church ; and the infidious defign of undermin- 
ing the foundations of Chriftianity, was infe- 
parably conncfted with the zeal, which Julian 
profeffed, to reftore the ancient religion of the 
empire (55). 

■ As 

p. 280.) ; and Julian declares hirofelf a pagan in his public manifefto to 
the Athenians. This unqueflionable evidence may correct the hafty af* 
fertion of Ammianus, who fecms to liippofe Conftantinop)<$ to be fhc 
place where be dircorered his attachment to the gods. 

($S) Ammianus, xxii. 5. Sozonaen, 1. v. c, 5. Beftia moritor, trtn* 
qnillitas redit .... omnet epifcopi qui de proprlii fedibus fueraat exter- 
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Zeait^Je- As foon as hc afccnded the throne, he aflum- 
jSiwin ^» according to the cuftom of his predccef- 
«!»« ^^^ fors, the character of fupreme pontiff; not only 
(MiOB. *"** the moft honourable title of Imperial grcat- 
nefs, but as a facred and important office ; the 
duties of which he was refolved to execute with 
pious diligence. As the bufinefs of the date 
prevented the emperor from joining every day 
in the public devotion of his fubjeds, he dedi- 
cated a domeftic chapel to his tutelar deity the 
Sun ; his gardens were filled with ftatues and 
altars of the gods ; and each apartment of the 
palace difplayed the appearance of a magnifi- 
cent temple. Every ipornins he faluted the pa- 
rent of light with a facrince; the blood of 
another vi£tim was (hed at the moment when 
the Sun funk below flie horizon ; and the Moon, 
the Stars, and the Genii of the nighty receive^! 
their refpedive and feafonable honours from the 
indefatigable devotion of Julian. On foleran fe- 
ftivals, he regularly vifilcd the temple of the 
god or goddefs to whom the day was peculiarly 
confecrated, and endeavoured to excite the re- 
ligion of the magiftrates and people by the ex- 
ample of his own zeal. Ijiftead of maintaining 
the lofty ftate of a monarch, diftingui(hed by 
. the fplendor of his purple, and encompafled by 
the golden (hields of his guards, Julian folicited, 
with refpcdtful eagemefs, the meaneft offices 
which contributed to the worftiip of the gods. 
Amidft the facred but licentious crowd of priefts, 
of inferior minilters, and of female dancers, 
who were dedicated to the fervice of the temple, 

it 

minati per indalgentiani novi princip'u ad ecclefiat redeant. Jerom. ad- 
verfui Lucifcriaaos, torn. ii. p. 143. Optatui accofes the Donatiftt for 
«winjg their (afetj to la apofbce (I. ii. c. i#. p, 35^ 37. edit. Dupin). 
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it was the bufinefs of the emperor to bring the 
wood, to blow the fire, to handle the knirc, to 
ilaughter the vi<5tim, and thrufting his bloody 
hands into the bowels of the expiring animal, 
to draw forth the heart or liver, and to read, 
with the confummate (kill of an harufpex, the 
imaginary figns of future events. The wifeft 
<^ the pagans cenfured this extravagant fuper* 
ftition, which afFcAed to defpifc the reftraints of 
prudence and decency. Under the reign of a 
prince, who priadtifed the rigid maxims of oeco- 
nomy, the expence of religious worfliip confu- 
med a very large portion of the revenue ; a con- 
ftant fupply of the fcarceft and raoft beautiful 
birds was tranfported from diftant climates, to 
bleed on the altars of the gods ; an hundred ox- 
en were frequently facrificed by Julian on one 
and the fame day ; and it foon became a popular 
jeft, that if he fhould return with conqueft from 
the Perfian war, the breed of horned cattle 
muft infallibly be extinguiflicd. Yet this ex* 
pence may appear inconfiderable, when it is 
compared with the fplendid prefents which were 
oflFered, either by the hand, or by order, of the 
emperor, to all the celebrated places of devotion 
in the Roman world ; and with the fums allotted 
to repair and decorate the ancient temples, 
which had fufFered the filent decay of time, or 
the recent injuries of Chriftian rapine. En- 
couraged by the example, the exhortations, the 
liberality, of their pious fovereign, the cities and 
families refumed the practice of their negledted 
ceremonies. ** Every part of the world," ex- 
claims Libanius, with devout tranfport, ** dif- 
*' played the triumph of religion ; and the 
** grateful profpedt of flaming altars, bleeding 
f ^ vidims, the finoke of incenfe, and a folemn 

*• train 
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** train of priefts and prophets, without fear and 
•* .without danger. The found of prayer and of 
*' mufic was heard on the tops or the higheft 
** mountains; and the fame ox afforded a facri- 
** fice for the gods, and a fupper for their joyous 
" votaries (36)," 
^vla^ But the genius and power of Julian were un- 
equal to the cnterprife of reftoring a religion, 
which was deftitute of theological principles, of 
moral precepts, and of ecclefiaftical difcipline ; 
which rapidly haftened to decay and diflblution, 
and was not fufceptible of any folid or confiftent 
leformation. The jurifdiAion of the fupreme 
pontiff, more efpecially after that office had 
been united with the Imperial dignity, compre- 
hended the whole extent of the Roman empire, 
Julian named for his vicars, in the feveral pro- 
vinces, the priefts and philofophers, whom he 
^fleemed the heft qualified to co-operate in the 
execution of his great defign ; and his paftoral 
ktters (37), if we may ufe that name, ftill repre-^ 
fent a very curioui (ketch of his wilhes and inten- 
tions. He direds, that in every city the facer- 
dotal order Ihojuld be compofed, without any 
diftinAion of birth or fortune, of thofe perfon$ 
who were the moft confpicuous for their love -of 

the 

(36) The reftoration of the Pagan worfhip is delcribed by Juh'an 
(Mifopogon, p. 345.)> Libanms (Orat. Parent, c. 60, p. 286, 287. and 
Orat. Confular. ad Julian, p. 245, 245. edit. Morel.), Ammianus (xxir. 
!».), and Gregory Naiianzen (Ora.t. iv. p. 121). Thefe writers agree in 
the eflfential, and even minute, fa£ts ; but the different lights in which 
they view the extreme devotion of Julian, are cxpreffive of the grada- 
tions of felf-applaufe,' pafllonate admiration, mild reproof, and partial 
inve&ive. 

(37) S^ Jalian. Epiftol. xlix. Ixii, Ixiii. and a long curious fragmenCy 
without beginning or end (p. 288—305.). The fupremt pontifF derides 
the Mofaic hiflory, and the Chriftian difciptine, prefers the Greek poets 
to the Hebrew prophets, and palllateiy with the JkUl of a Jefttit^ the 
ulativ$ worfliip of images. 
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the gods, and of men. ** If they arc guilty,*' 
coiltinues he, *' of any fcandalous offence, they 

** Ihould be cenfured or degraded by the fuperior 

** pontiff; but, as long afi they retain their rank^ 

** they are entitled to the refpedt of the ma- 

*' giftrates and people. Their numility niay be 

^^ fliewn in the plainnefs of their domeftic garb ; 

** their dignity, in the pomp of holy velbnents. 

•• When they are fummoned in their turn to of- 

** ficiate before the altar, they ought not, during 

•* the appointed number of days, to depart from 

*^ the precinds of the temple; nor ihould a 

** fingle day be fufFered to elapfe, without the 

'* prayers and the facrificc, which they arc 

** obliged to offer for the profperity of the ftate^ 

** and of individuals. The exercife of their fa- 

** cred functions requires an immaculate purity^ 

^* both of mind and body ; and even when they 

*' arc difmifled from the temple to the occupa- 

** tions of common life, it is incumbent on them 

*' to excel in decency and virtue the reft of their 

^* fellow-citizens. Theprieftof thegodsfliould 

** never be feen in theatres or taverns. His conr 

** verfation (hould be chafte, his diet temperate, 

*' his friends of honourable reputation ; and, if 

** he fometimes vifits the Forum or the Palace^ 

*' he (hould appear only as the advocate of thofc 

** who have vainly folicited either juftice or mer- 

•' cy . His ftudies Ihould be fuited to the fandtity 

** of his profeflion. Licentious talcs, or come- 

*• dies, orfatires, muft be baniflied from his li- 

** brary ; which ought folely to confift of hifto- 

*• rical and philofophical writings ; of hittory 

•• which is founded in truth, and of philofophy 

** which is connedted with religion. The impi- 

*! ous opinions of the Epicureans and Sceptics 

" defervc 
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•* defcrve his abhorrence and contempt (38) ; 
*' but he (hould diligently ftudy the fyftcms of 
" Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the Stoics, 
^* unanimoufly teach that there are gods ; that 
** the world is eovemed by their providence ; 
** that their goodnefs is the fource of every tern- 
•* poral bleffing; and that they have prepared 
** tor the human foul a future ffate of reward or 
** puniihment." The Imperial pontiff incul- 
cates, in the moft perfuafive language, the du- 
ties of benevolence and hofpitality ; exhorts his 
inferior clergy to recommend the univerfal prac- 
tice of thofe virtues; promifes to affift their in- 
digence from the public treafury ; and declares 
his refolution of enablifhing hofpitals in every 
city, where the poor ihould be received without 
any invidious diftindion of country or of reli- 
gion. Julian beheld with envy the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the church ; and he very 
frankly confeflcs his intention to deprive the 
Chriftians of the applaufe, as well as advantage, 
which they had acquired by the exclufive practice 
of charity and beneficence (39). The fame fpirit 
of imitation might difpofe the emperSr to adopt 
feveral ecclefiaftical inftitution^, the ufe and im- 
portance of which were approved by the fuccefs 
of his enemies. But if thefe imaginary plans of 
reformation had been realized, the forced and 

imperfcdk 

(3I) Tfaeexoltfttion of Julian (p. 301 )» that thclc impioiu Tcdlc, and 
even their writings, are extioguiihed, may be confifteflt enough with the 
Ijpcerclotal character : but it is unworthy of a philofopher to wifh that anjr 
opinions and arguments the moft repugnant to his own (hould be ooq* 
cealed from the knowledge of mankind. 

. (39) Yet he infinuates, that the Chriftians, under the prttcnce of 
charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, conveyed 
them on (hipboard, and devoted thofe vidlims to a life of poverty or fer> 
Yitude in a remote country (p. 30$. )• Had the charge been proved, it 
Vas his doty, not to complain, but to pusiflu 

1 
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Xmpcrfcdk copy would have becnlcfs beneficial to 
Paganifm^ than honourable to Chriftiariity (40). 
The Gentiles^ who j>eaceably followed the cuf- 
toms of their anceftors, were rather furprifcd 
than pleafed with the introduftion of foreign 
itianners ; and m the (bort period of his reign, 
Julian had frequent occafions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party (41)* 

The enthufiafm of Tulian prompted hini toThephii<ji 
embrace the friends of Jupiter as his f)erfonaF*'^*'*'** 
friends and brethren ; and though he partially 
overlooked the merit of Chriftian conftancy, he 
admired and rewarded the noble perfeverance of 
thofe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
the gods to that of the emperor (4a). If they 
cultivated the litterature, as well as the religion, 
of the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim 
to the friendrtiip of Julian, who ranked the 
Mufes in the number of his tutelar deities. In 
the religion which he had adopted, piety and 
learning were almoft fynonimous (43) ; and d 
crowd of poets, of rhetoricians, and of philofo- 
phers, haftened to the Imperial court, to occupy 

Vol. IV. G the 

(40) Gl-egory NazUhzen is facetionSf ingeai6tt«, and ftrguraentativ^ 
(Oral, iii p. loi, loa, dec.) He rUiculct the folly of foch vain iiriU 
tatioa; ahdamofes himfeif with inquiring, what leiToos, moral or the- 
ological, could be extra Ard from the Grecian fables. 

(41) He accnfes ooc of his pontifFs of a fccret confederacy with the 
Chriftiaa biihops and prelbytcrs (Epift. Jxii.}, O^fp vp 7r6X>ifif fiw 
oXiyv^tetf wotf Hfitf x^tq rsr$ tut? \ and igaiii, mftatq Si vrar ^ttivfAttu 
Uc, Epift. briii. 

(4a) He praifes the 6delity of Cailixene, prieftcfs of Ceres4 who had 
been twice as conftant as Pene!opc, and rewards her with the Pricfthood 
of the Phrygian goddefs at FeiEnns (Julian. Epift. xxi.). He applauds 
the 6mnners of Sopater of Hierapolis, who.had been repeatedly prefled by 
Conftamias and GaJlus loapcftathu (Epiil. xxvii. p. 401 *)• 

(4S) ^ ^1 fofit^e/f ethx^et X^yvi r% xtu iwv tt^ct* Orat. Parent, 
c. 77. p. 30^. The fame fentiment is frequently inculcated by Joliani 
Ltibanius, and the reft of their party^ 
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the vatartt phtes of the Kffrbps^ who had ft- 
dutcd the cf^dufity of Confliantius. His fuccef- 
fdr cfte^rrted iht ti^^ of cortlrtlOfi imtiitioi^ a^ far 
more f^cr'ed than tliofe df coftfenguinity r ht 
diofe his favourites among the fag^, who were 
deeply (killed in theoccnlt fctefitesof magic and 
divination; ahd 'every irapoftor, whof pretended 
to reveal the fecrets of futurity, was aflTured of 
^tijAyihg the prefent hoUr in honour and afflu- 
ence (44)'. Among the phifofophers, Maximus 
obtained the nroft eminent rank in the friendftiib 
df big royal difciple, who comrnrmicated, witn 
unreferved conftdence, his adion*, hrs fentr- 
rfients, and Ms felfdbifs ddfigfis, during the 
Anxioits fufpenfe of tne civil war (4^). Asfoort 
ii Juliafn had t^ken poffeltion of the palace of 
Cbfiftaminople, he difparched ^n honourable and 
prelfing invitation td Maximus ; who theh refided 
at Sardes in Lydia, with Chtyfanthiiis, the af* 
f6eiate of* his art and Itudies. The prtident and 
fupferftitibw Chtyfanthius refuifed ta nnd^ttafce ^ 
' journey whrch (hewed itfelf, aceording to th« 
tules of divination, with the hto^ threateninj^ 
ihd malignant afped : but his companidn, whofe 
fanaticifm vi^as of a bolder caft, perfifted in his 
interrogations, till he had extorted from the gods 
a feertfitng eonfeot to bis own wilhes, and thofe 
of the empefof. The jouirhey of Maxfmus 
through the cities of Afia, difplayed the triumph 
of philolophic vanity ^ add the magiftrates vied 
with each other in the honourable reception which 
they prepared for the friend ol their foVerfeign. 

JuKah 

(44) *rhc cdi'ibfity and credtility of the **peror, ^vHb tried "tv^f^ 
mode of divinaiiofj, are fairly cxpofed by AmthiJrnUs, ttii. tl. 

(45) Jiiliah. EfJlft. Xrjcvili, Three other epifflis (xr, <Vi. bt:Aii*J) ta 
intsfimk ftyltoffrt^ddripiridcoBfid^nce, arc adtff efl2Ml eo th^'^HoAfftrtf 
MaxiBuu.- 1 
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Julian was pronouncing an oration before the 
fenate^ when he was intortiied of the arrival of 
Maximus. The emperor immediately inter- 
rupted his difcoiirfe, advanced to meet him, 
and, after a tender embrace, conduced him by 
the hand into the midft of the aflembly : where 
he publicly acknowledged the benefits which he 
had derived from the inftrudtions of the philofo- 
pher. Maximus (46), who foon acquired the 
confidence, and influenced the Councils, of Ju- 
lian, was infertfibly corrupted by the temptaiiom? 
of a coiirt. Hrs drefs became more fplendid, 
his demeanour more lofty, and he was cxpofed, 
tinder a fucceeding reign, to a difgraceful inquiry 
into the means by which the difciple of Plato h^d 
accumulated, in the fliort duration of his favour, 
a very fcandalous proportion of wealth. Of thd 
other philofophers and fophifts, who were invited 
to the Imperial reCdencc by the choice of Julian, 
or by the fuccefs of Maximus, few were able to 
preferve their innocence, or their reputdticfi (4^). 
ihe liberal gifts of money, lands, and h6n(e^, 
were infufficient to fatiate their rapacious 
avarice ; and the mdigriation of the people 
were juMy excited by the remembrance of 
their abjedt poverty and difinterefted profef- 
fions. The penetration of Julian could not al- 
ways be deceived : but he was unwilling to de- 
62 fpife 

(4^) Eumpins fin Maximo, p. yy^ 78, ^9, and in Cbrylknihio, p, 
i47, 148.) hat minutely related tbeie anecdotes, yrhich he conceives to 
be the moft important evems of the age. Yet he fairly confeites the 
frailty of Maximus. His reception at Conftantinople is defcribed by 
tibaiyus (Orat. Parent, c. 8^. p. 301.) and Ammianus (xiii. y.)* 

(47) Cbryfanthius, who had refufed to quit Lydil, was created high- 
jricft of the province. His cautious and temperate ufe of power feciu-ed 
him »fter the revotntion ; and he lived in pcaCc ; while Maximus, Prif- 
CS9, &c. were pcrfecntiid by the Chriilian minidert. See the adventures 
oF ihofc fanacic fophifts, g>Ueaed by Brncker, totn. it p. 281—293. 
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fpife the charadlcrs of thofe men whofe talents 
deferved his efteem ; he defired to efcape the 
double reproach of imprudence and inconftancy ; 
and he was apprehenfive of degrading, in the 
eyes of the profane, the honour of letters and of 
religion (48). 
ConTerfions^ The favour of Julian was almoft equally di- 
vided between the Pagans, who had firmly ad- 
hered to the worftiip of their anceftors, and the 
Chriftians, who prudently embraced the religion 
of their fovereign. The acquifition of new pro- 
felytes (49) gratified the ruling paffions of his 
foul, fuperftilion and vanity ; and he was heard 
fo declare, with the enthufiafm of a miffionary, 
that ' if he could render each individual rJiqher 
than Midas, atid every city greater than Baby- 
Ion, he fhould not 6fteem hiitifelf the benefador 
of mankind, unlefs, at the fame time, he could 
feclaim his fubje(fls from theif impious revolt 
^gainft the imrtlortal gods (56). A prince, who 
had ftudied human nature, and who poflRfffed the; 
treafures of the Roman Empire, could adapt hiiJ 
arguments, his promifeS, and his rewards, to 
every order of Chriftians (^i) ; afad the merit of 

a fe^(bnabl6 

(4S) Sec Libtniu* (Ortt. Parent, c. loi, toi. p. 314, 325, 325.) 
tnd Eun»pi\is (Vii. Sophirt. in Proaerefio, p. i»6.). Some ftudents* 
whofe cxpe^ations perhtpt were groundlefs, or extravagant, retired in 
difguft (Greg. Naz. Ortt. iv. p. .ao.). It is ftrangc that we (hould ii6t 
Lc able to contrariift the title of one of Tillemont's chaptert (Hift. dea 
Empereur«, lorn. iv. p. 9^0 ), ♦« La Cour de Jorien efl pleine de pbilo- 
*» fophes et de gens perdCn*** 

(49) Ufide^ thfe reign of Lewii XlV. hi« fnbjeai of every rank afpired 
to the gloriotii tifle of CMvertiJfeur^ expreffive of their zeal and fuc<*la 
in making profelytes. The word arfd the idea are growing obfolete id 
France; may they never be introduced into England ! 

(50) vee the ftrong expreflions of Libanius, which were probably thofe 
cf Julian himfelf (Orat. Parent, c. 59. p. 485.). 

($1) When Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. x. p. itfy.) is dcfirous tomag- 

• nfif/ 
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^ feafonable convcrfion was allowed to fupply 
the defeds of a candidate, or even to expiate ihc 
guilt of a criminal. As the army is the moft 
Torcible engine of abfolute power, Julian applied 
himfelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the 
religion of his troops, without whofe hearty con- 
currence every meafure muft be dangerous and 
unfuccefsful ; and the natural temper of foldiers 
made this'conqucft as eafy as it was important. 
The legions of Gaul devoted themfelvcs to the 
faith, as well as to the fortunes, of their vidto-- 
rious leader 5 and even before the death of 
Conftantius, he had the fatisfaftion of announc- 
ing to his friends, that they affiftcd with fervent 
devotion, and voracious appetite, at the facri- 
fices, whjicb were repeatedly offered in his camp, 
of whole hecatombs of fat oxen (52). The 
armies of the Eaft, which had been trained under 
the ftandard of the crofs, and of Conftantius^ 
required a more artful and expenfive mode of 
perfuafion; On the days of (blemn and public 
feftivals, the emperor received the homage, and 
rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 
of ftate was encircled with the military enfigns 
of Rome and th^ republic ; the holy name of 
Chrill was erazed from the Labarum ; and the 
fymbols of war, of majefty, and of pagan fu~ 
perftition^ were fo dexteroufly blended, that the 

faithful 

oify the Chriftiga firmoelt oT hif brother Ccfariui, phyficUn to tjiie Iiq- 
penal court, he owns that Csfaritu difpated with a formidable adver- 
ikry, «'«Avy n •jtXw?, »«< ^syffv %v h^ui ^My«riiri. la his iavec- 
tivea, be fcarcely allows any (bare of wit or courage to the apoltate. 

($1) Jalian. Epift. xxxviii. Ammianut, xxil ii. Adco ut in diet 
pane fingulos milites carnis diftentiore fagina viaitaates incultius, potuique 
avidiute correpti, bwnerit impofiri tranfeuntlum per plateat, ex publicii 
sedibus - • - • ad fua diverlbria portarentur. The devout prince and th« 
indignant hifiorian defcribe the fame fcene $ and m Illyricum or Antiocb» 
fixnilar caufcs muft have produced fimilar effef^s. 
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faithful fubjeA incurred the guik of idolatry, 
when he refpedfuUy faluted the pcrfon or image 
of his fovereign. The foldiers paffel fucceffivcTf 
in review ; and each of them, before he receiv- 
ed from the. hand of Julian a liberal donative, 
proportioned to his rank and fcrvices, was re- 
quired to caft a few grains of incenfe into the 
flame which burnt upon the altar. Some Chri't- 
tian confefibrs might reCft, and others might 
repent ; but the far greater number, allured by 
.the profpeft of gold, and awed by the preCenoc 
of the emperor, contracted the criminal engage- 
ment ; and their future perfeveranee in the wor- 
(hip of the gods was enforced by every confide- 
ration of duty and of iritereft. By the frequent 
repitition of thefe arts, and at the expeace of 
fums which would have purdtafed the fiervioe of 
Half the nations of Scytbia, juKan gradually 
acquired for his troops the imaginary proteftion dF 
tlie gods, and for himfelf the firm and eflSsfltual 
fuppof t of the Roman legions {53). It is indeed 
0K)re than probable, that the reiteration and en- 
couragement of Paganifm revealed a multitude 
ol pretended Chriftians^ who, from tnotires of 
temporal advantage, had acquicfced in the reli- 
gion of the former reign ^ and who afterwards 
returned, wilhtlie fame fleKibility of confcionce. 
The Jews. While tbc devout monarch mcef&ntly labour- 
ed to reltore and propagate the religion of his 
ancellors, he embraced the extraordinary defign 
of rebuilding the tempie of Jcrufalem. In a 

public 

(•53) Oregpry (Orat. ib*. p. 74, 75'^— 8^0 ^»d Ubiiniw (Onit. Pa- 
rent c. Ixxxi. Ijptxii. p. 307) SoJL) 9-4^ 7«vt4 T«Jf ffvuhv* »» «c^mu~ 
iMH ttX^tm tivi^Xaierieu f/sAyOft^ TJw %Jblft ow^ctaofl juiUfi^s the <x- 
pence of tb^ ^liliury cooverfioiu. 
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public epiftlc (13(4) to the Jiatipn or coaimunity 
of the Je,w5, difperfcd through the provinces, he 
pitiejs their raisfortuoes, coi^demns their oppref- 
foPs, prmfes their conftaucy, declares himibiC 
their gracious protedor, .^nd exprelTes a pioi;s 
hope, that after hip return from the Pcifian war, 
he may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty in his hply city of Jerufalem. 
The blind fupenftition, and abjed Ilav;ery, of 
thofe ^unfortunate exiles, muft excite tiae con- 
teraqjt of ^ |)bilofpphic emperor ; but they de- 
ferved the fnpnxijflup of JuliaU;, by their impUr 
cable hatred .of the Chriftian Rapie. I'jie bar- 
ren fynagogue abhorred and envied \the fecim- 
dity of XiK rebellious chiircb : Ihe power of the 
Jew^ w^s not equdl to their iBiiliQe •, but their 
gravefl: rabbb approyed the .private Qiurder q£ 
zn spoliate {55); and their fGditjws clamours 
bad often ^wakened the indolence of ^the pagan 
ipagifirates. Under the reign of Conllpntiae, 
the Jew£ bec^i^ae the fubje<its. of their revolted 
xjaildren^ nor wajs it long b^re tbey exporienced 
the bitternefs of domeftic tyranny. The civil 
immunities which hacl been granted, or confirm- 
ed, by Seviertis, were gradually repiealed by ihe 
Chriftiafl pinccs ; and a rafti tumult, cxicited 'l^ 

the 

(54) JuKan's epiftle (xxv.) is ^rcjltd 4p Ahc cpmntT^alty of ^ 
Jjtyft. AW«V<y^W*. 1^9.) iuijirjuiclcd it with up p yj^w:**?'; >ut 
this fligma is juftly removjul by tt)e /ubfequcot itditoci, Peiavi^s 994 
{gf^Ah^. -TheepiOi^e is mentioocd by ^otota^n Q.y. c pL^), znf^ \he 
p]^rfMu-t ^ k Is ^coo^cmed by Gregpry .(Orat. w. p. i.iiO ,^ l>y i^lh? 
himfelf, Fragment, p. 295. 

t55) We Mjbitk denouttEcd itmh agajiojl thffc who ^^niyitn^ ^hc 
^o<^iaa. Tht }pdffocsit of zeal is ryplaioe^ rbv MAvfil^»tKiQ^aQp^ 
CtH»n. f . 4^u *4*. .«di^. iol- Uwadon^ i^S^-) *#d ^ip^gt .[Hiik. .dfti 
jBJfe, l^fflfi. wiii. p. ittipj. Conftan^ipcjp^de f Ifw tPj>r9|(c4* Q»rift«*n 
c^ffiserM C«iqci J^idaijlin, Cpd. Thc<4 > ;Kyj.4it. yiii.>f • j . ppdefijqjt, tpsa. 
vi. p. US' 
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the Jews of Paleftine (56)9 fcemed to juftify the 
lucrative modes of opprcffion, which were in- 
vepted by the bifhops and eunuchs of the court 
of Conftantius. The Jcwilh patriarch, who 
was ftill permitted to cxercife a precarious jurif- 
diftiop, held his refidence at Tiberias (57) ; and 
the neighbouring cities of Paleftine were filled 
with the remains of a people, who. fondly ad- 
hered to the proqiifed land. But the edidt of 
Hadrian was renewed and enforced ; and they 
viewed from afar the walls of the holy city, 
which were profaned in their eyes by the tri- 
umph of the crofs, arid the 4^votion of the 
Chriftians (58). .... 

jcroWem. ip the midft of a rocky and barren country^ 
the walls of Jerufalem (sg) incfofed the two 
mountains of Sion and Acra, within an oval 
figure of about three Englifli miles (66). Tow- 
ards the fouth, the upper town, and the fpr- 
trefs of David, were erefted on the lofty afcent 
of Mount Sion :' on the north fide, the buildr- 
jngs of the lower tovim covered the fpacious 

fummit 

($6) £t interea (during the civil w»r of ^^agne^itivs) Judeorum feditio, 
f^m P&triciu|n' nefarif in regni fpecieni fnftulenint, ppprefl^. Aurelius 
yidtor, in Conflantio, c. xlii. See Tillcmont, Hifl. Acs Eoipereurs, torn. 
IV. p. 37P, in 4to- 

(SX) ^^^ ^'^7 ^°^ Tynagogoe of Tiberias are ^urioufly defcribed b^ Re* 
land. Paleftin. tom. ii. p. 1035 — 104a. ^ 

(58) Bafnagc has fully iliuftrated the ftate of the Jews under Conftantine 
and bis fncceflbrs (torn. Viii. c. iv. p. i i i— 153.). 

(59) Reland (Paieflin. 1. i. p. 309. 390. \\ iii. p. 838.) defcribes, with 
learning and {)errpicuity, Jerufalem; and the face of thie acQacent coun- 
try. '' ■.'■''' 

(5o) I have confuUed a rare and curious treatife of M. d'Ahvill^ (far 
I'ancienne Jerofalera, Paris, i747» p. 75«)' T^* circumference of the 
ancient' city (Bufeb. Prseparat. Evangelj I. ix. c. ^6.) Was twenty-fcvcn 
fiadis, or z^$o ttifis. A pHin, taken on the fpot, affigns bo more than 
1980 ffk the modern town. Thecircnit is defined by natural land- marks, 
which cannot be miftaken qr reqsoTfd. 
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fiimmit of Mount Acra ; and a part of the hill, 
diftinguilhed by the name of Moriah, and le- 
velled by human induftry, was crowned with the 
ftately temple of the Jewilh nation. After the 
final dcftru£kion of the temple, by the arras of 
Titus and Hadrian, a ploughftiare was drawn 
Qver the confecrated ground, as a fign of per- 
petual interdiction. Sion was deferted : and the 
vacant fpace of the lower city was filled with 
the pi^blic and private edifices of the JElian co- 
lony, which fpread themfelves over the adjacent 
hill of Calvary. The holy places were polluted 
with monuments of idolatry; and, either from 
defign or accident, a chapel was dedicated to 
Venus, on the fpot which had been fandlified by 
the death and refurredtion of Chrift(6o). Al- 
moft three hundred years after thofe ftupcndous 
events, the profane chapel of Venus was de- 
molifhed by the order of Conft^ntinc ^ and the 
removal of the earth and ftones revealed the 
holy fepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A mag- 
nificent church was eredled on that mvftic 
ground, by the firft Chriftian emperor ; andi the 
j^ffeds of his pious munificence were extended 
to every fpot, which had been confecrated by 
the foojiftej^ of patriarchs, of prophets, and of 
die Son of God (61). 

The paffionate defire of contemplating thepiigrimtget. 
original monuments of their redemption, attraiJl- 
cd to' Jerufalera a fucceflivq crowd of pilgrims, 
' from 

(61) Sec two carious pa(]^gcs ia Jer^no. (tona. i. p. loa. torn. vL p. 
«!$.)> u<^ ^^^ ample details of Tillemont (Hid. des Empereurs, tom. i. p* 
$4Sp. torn. u. p. 2S9-294>'4t<i9<jition)> 

(^i) Eufebios, in Vit. Con(lant|n. I. iii. c. 15—47. 51 — $3. The em* 
peror likewife built chorchcs at Bcthieoj, the mount of Olives, and the' 
oak of Mambre. The holy fepukhre is de&rtbed by Sandys (Travels, p. 
t ft $—135.), and curiottfly dclmeated by Le Broyn (Voyage au Levant, p. 
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from dac (hares of the Atlantic ocean, and <fae 
moil diftant couniFies of the £aft(62)i itnd 
their piety was autborifed by the example of the 
emprefs Helena; who appears to have united 
the credulity of age with die wansi fedings of a 
recent converfion. Sages and heroes, mho have 
vifited the memcnrable feenes of aodent wifdom 
or glory, have eon&Sod die infpiration of the 
genius of the pkce (63) ; and tjye Chiiftvan, who 
knelt be&re tbe holy iepuklke^ afcdbed bis 
liTdy faith, and his fervent devotion, to the 
more immediate influeiKse of the DSviae fpirit. 
The zeal, perhaps the avarice, of the decgy of 
Jerudalem, cheriflied and multipiied thefe benie^ 
Hcial vifits. They fixed, by uziquefilondl^ tra^ 
dition, the fcene of each memorable event. 
They exhibited die inftrufiaents which had been 
vtSod m thepadion of ChriA; the naiis apd the 
huoce that had pierced his lunds, hia tfeet, and 
his fide 4 the crown of thorns that wa« planted 
on his head ; the pillar at v^iich he was fbourj^-^^ 
ed: and, above all they fiiewed the crois oci 
wiaich he fisflgsred, and which was dug out of the 
earth in the retga of thofe prinees^ who inferted 
tjic fymbol of Chriflianity in the banners of the 
Roman legions ($4). Scich mirades, asieeini»l 

laeceffaiy 

y^»r 3^ ^or th^ ufc of pilgrims s among wkom Jeiom, {torn. t. p. I2<».J 
mention* the Britons and the Indians. The caufes of this ruperftitious 
lirfhiea «re difcuHed in the learned and judicioas preface of WefTeiing [Itr- 
nerar.p. 537— 545.) 
f(*3) Cicero (de Pinftmt, v. i.) fiat bea^tifally txppciffed ibe common 

(64) Baronius, (Annal. Ecclef. A.i>. yv6. Nou 4»-^5o.) «ad TiiJe- 
■Mt (Mem. Eeckf. t^m. ^i.^i. i-*-i6. are the bfftonaa»4ind ebamfpi^n* 
flf 'the miracvleiK f »VM^ ^ vbecvoH^ uoder t^ reign 4)f Con(hint«ic. 
Their efckft wjtaaiSea are Pavlinue, SalptciM Sevenia, ^ufinus, AfBbr«i(e» 
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oecefliiry to accowt for itjs extraordinary preier- 
v^tioo, and feajfoa^Wedircovcry^ wpf^ gradual- 
ly prc^agat^ with(>ut oppofidon. The cuftody 
of the truf crofs^ which on Ealler Saad^y wa3 
fokmnly expo^ to the people^ wa^ entruftfKi 
to the biftiop of JervUiaiiem ; and he ak>ne cnigbt 
gratify the curious devotion of the pilgrims^ by 
the gift of.fmali pieces, which they enchafed 
in gold or gems, and carried away va i-riuroph 
to their refpedive countriiea. But a$ this gaifi- 
ful branch of conounerce oiuft fi^n iiav<e been 
annihilated, it wa$ found cpnveniemt to fuppoTe^ 
that the marvellous wood pofleflfed a fccret pow- 
er of vegetation ; ai»d that its jfubftanoe, though 
continually diminiih^d, ftill remained eatire and 
unjiilipaired{65). }t might perhaps have been 
expected, that the infiuence of the place, and tb« 
beiidf of a perpetual miracle, Aould have pr^ 
duced fome falutary efiedts on the morals, M 
well as on the faith, of the people. Yet the 
mod refpedable of the ecclefiaftical writers 
bave been obliged to confefs, not jonly that the 
ftrects of Jerufalem were filled with the incef- 
fant tumufi of bufmefs and pleafure (66), but 
that every ipccicft of vice ; ^ujtery, theft, ido- 
latry , poifoning, murder, was familiar lo the 

inhabitants 

' and peiliaps Cyril of Jerofalen]. 1'he filence of EuCebius, aad ^% Bonr- 
dcaux pilgrim, which fatisfies thore who thiak, perplex«» thpfc whpl^t- 
lleve. See Jortin'i fca&hlc remarks, vol. iL p. xj^Z'^x^t. 

(55) This (Quitiplicatioo is aflfert^d by PauliaM>> (^^' XXXvi. S£f 
Dupin, Bibliot. Ecdef. torn. iii. p. 14.^- )> ^ho feems to tiayp ioiproved * 
rhetorkal flourifh of CyrtJ into a realfa^. The fam* fuprrmtural privi- 
lege muCt have been communicated to the Virgin's jnUk^EraGw Qpcra^ 
torn. i. p, 778. Lugd. Baiav. 1703, in Collpq. dc PeregrinaC- RcUgiook 
ergo), fainta heads, £cc. and other reltcs, which are repeated in Co maaf 
diffierent charchct. 

(66) Jeroin (torn, i . p. 103), who reiided io tjie neighbouring vill^e 
cf Beihlem, defcntea (he vices of Jerufalem from bis pcrfonal experi* 
cncc. 
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inhabitants of the holy city (67). The wealth 
and pre-eminence of the church of Jerufalem 
excited the ambition of Arian as well as ortho- 
dox candidates ; and the virtues of Cyril, who, 
fince his death, has been honoured with the 
title of Saint, were difplayed in the exercife, 
rather than in the acquiiition, of his epifcopal 
dignity (68). 
jaiiiB It- T^ vain and ambitious mind of Julian might 
temptitore-afoire to reftore the ancient glory of the temple 
l^pj^* ot Jerufalem {69). As the Chriftians were firm- 
ly perfuaded that a fentence of everlafting de- 
ftruftion had been pronounced againft the whole 
fabric of the Mofaic law, the Imperial fophift 
would have converted the fiKcefs of bis under- 
taking into a fpecious argument againft the 
fiaith of prophecy, and the truth of revelati- 
on (70). He was difpleafed with the fpiritual 
worfliip of the fynagogue j but lie approved the 

infti-T 

(67) Gre^. Njflen, tnd Wefleling, p. 539. The whole cpiftte, wKick 
cQndeoins either the uf^ or the abu(e of religious pilgriouige, ii peioful t« 
the Catholic dlvinea ; while it ii dear and familiar to our ProCeftaot pole«- 
mict. 

((8) He renoonced his orthodox ordination, officiated as a deaoen, and 
was re-ordained by the hands of the Arians. But Cyril afterwards cHang^ 
ed with the times, and prudently conformed to the Nicene faith. Tiile* 
moot (Mem. Ecclef. torn, viii.), who treats hie n^emory with tenderneft 
and refped, has thrown his virtues iqtp the text, and his faults into the 
notes, in decent obfcurity, at the end of the volarae, 

(6^) Imperii fui memoriam magnitudine opcmm geftieos propagare- 
Ammian. xxiii. 1 . The temple of jeruf^Um had been famous even among 
the Gentiles. 72/y hitl many temples in each city (at Sichem five, at 
Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and twenty-four) ; but the wealth ao4 
religion of the Jewi(^ nation was centered in one fpot. 

(70] The fecret intentions of Julian are revealed by the late bifliop of 
Gloucefter, the learned and dogmatic Warburton •, who, with the autho- 
rity of a theologian, prefc^ibes the motives and conduiSt of the Suprenfe 
Being. The difcourfe entitled JuIicM (id edition, London, 1751), is 
ftrongly marked with all the peculiarities which are imputed to the War* 
burtooian fchooL 
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inilitutions of Mofes, who had not difdained to 
adopt many of the rites and ceremonies of 
Egypt (7 1 ). The local and national deit^ of the 
Jews was fmcerely adored by a polythcift, who 
defired only to ipultiply the numbef of the 
sods (72) ; and fuch was the appetite of Julian 
for bloody facrifice, that his emulation might be 
excited by the piety of Solomon, who had of- 
fered, at the feaft of the dedicationi twenty-two 
thoufand oxen, and one hundred and twenty 
thoufandflieep(73). Thefe confiderations might 
influence his defigns ; but the profpeiSk of an im- 
mediate and important advantage, would not 
fufFer the impatient monarch to expedt the re-^ 
mote and uncertain event of the Perfian war. 
He refolved to eredt, without delay, on the com- 
manding eminence of Moriah, a (lately temple 
which might eclipfe the fplendor of the church 
of the Refurredtion on the adjacent hill of Cal- 
vary ; to eftablilh an order of priefts, whofc in- 
terefted zeal would detedt the arts, and refifl; the 
amUtion, of their Chriflian rivals ; and to in- 
cite a numerous colony of Jews, whofe ftern 
fanaticifm would be always prepared to fecond, 
and even to anticipate, the hollile meafures of 

the 

(71) t (hefter myfclf bchiad Maimonid^, Mariiitit!, Spencer, Le 
CTerc, Warbaiton, 3r. who bai^e fairly deHded the fears, the folly, and 
the falfehood', of fome fnperiUtbut di^inei. See Divine Legation, vol. 
iv. p. as, &c. 

{72) Jalian (Fragment, p. spg.) refpeafblly ftylet him fMy»t $U(f 
ahd mentions him elfewhere (epift. Ixiii.) with ftiil higher reverence. He 
doubly condtemn« the Chriftians s for believing, and for renouncing, the 
religion of the Jews. Their Deity was a ine^ but not the ot^, God. 
A pud Cyril. K iz. p. 30$, 30^. 

(73) 1 Kings viii. 63. 1 Chronicles vli. $. Jofeph. Antiquitat. Judaic. 
]. viii. c. 4. p. 431. edit. Havercamp, As the blood and fmokc of fo 
many hecatombs might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the Chriftian rabbi, 
removes them by a mirage. Le Clerc (ad loca) as bold enough to fufpe^t 
the fidtUty of the avmbert. 
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the pagan goveriwncnt. Among the friends of 
the emperor (if the names of emperor, and of 
friend, are not incompatible) the firft pkce waff 
affigncd, by Julian himfelf, to the vtrtqous and 
teamed Aljrpins (74). The hnmanity of Alypius 
was tempered by fevere juftice, and manly for- 
titude; and while he exercifed his Abilities irf 
the civil adminiftration of Britain, he imitated, 
m his ooetical compofitions, the harmony and 
foftneis of the odes of Sappho. This minifter, 
to whom Julian communicated, without refervcy 
his moft carelefs levities, and his moft ferious 
eounfels, received an extraordinary commiffion 
fo reftore, in its prrftine beauty, the temple of 
Jerufalem ; and the diligence of Alypius required 
and obtained the ftrenuous fupport of the go- 
▼ernor of Faleffine. At the call of their great 
deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces of the 
empire, aflemWed on the holy mountain of their 
fathers ; and their infolent triumph alarmed and 
cxafperated the Chriftlan inhabitants of Jerufa- 
lem. The defire of rebuilding the temple has, 
in every age, been the ruling paflion of the chil- 
dren of IU"ael. In, this propitious moment the 
men forgot their avarice; and the women their 
delicacy ; fpades and pickaxes of filver were 

Erovided by the vanity ot the rich, and die rub- 
i(h was tranfported in mantles of fiifc and pur- 
ple. Every piurfe was opened in liberal contri* 
butions, every hand claimed a (hare in the 
pious labour ; and the commands of a great 
monarch were executed by the entbuliafm of a 
wbok people (75). 

Yet,- 

(74) Jotiiirt, ^pift. xkix. xxz: Li'BUtefie has oeglefbed to trandftto 
th» fccotiff of fhefe ei^ttlw. 

(yj) Si^e the 2€aT and Impatiente of the Jew* la Gregory Naxianzfft 
(Orat. iv. p. x 1 1 .} and Theodoret (1. Iti. c. %0.), 
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Yet, oft this occafion, the joint efforts of*^^«^ 
pGN^Y and cnthufittftn trcrc tmfucecfeful ; andfea^ld" 
the gr6arid of the Jewi(h temple, which is now 
<iOf ered by a Mahometan mofqtie (76), ftill con- 
trftued to exhibit the feme edifying fpcdtacle of 
rurn and defoktion. Perhaps the abience and 
death of the emperor, and the new maxims of 3 
Chriftian reign, might explain the interruption of 
ait arduous work, which was atlcmpted only 
in the laft fix months of the life of Julian (77). 
But the Chriftifans entertained a natural and pi- 
o«B expefiation, that, in tfiis mcmorabic conteft, 
fht honour of reffgion woiakl be vindicated by 
Ibttiefignal miracfc. An earthqiurfcc, a whirl- 
^md^ and a fiery eruption, which overturned 
and Amttered the new foundations of the tem- 
f>le, are attefted, with fome variations, by con- 
tempotaty and refpedaWe evidence (7&). This 
public event is defcribed by Ambrofe (79^), bi- 
flk^p of Milan, in an cpiftle to the emperor 
TheodofiUS, which m«ft provoke the fevere ani- 
IHadverfiott of the Jev^s ; by the eloquent Chryf- 

oftom 

(^ BNrilt by Omtr, tBe fccond KhallF, who died A. D. 644. Thl« 
great mofqiie covers the whole confecnited ground of the Jewifli temple* 
aud GonlUuites aloaoft a fquare of 760 t^tfetj or one Roman mile in cir- 
Ctkmference. See d*Anvi)]e Jerufalem^ p. 4$* 

(77) Aramianut records the confaU of the year 3^3, before he pro- 
ceeds to mention the tbwgjSTt of Julian. Terinplum. « . . inihiurar« 
iUito jjtibut c9^/ahaf iifimbdicia. . WffbnrloA has a fecret ^ifh to anticipate 
the defiga; but he mod have underftood, from former €ifamptes, that 
Iftecution of fa<lh a wd#k «7oaId htfVe demanded many years. 

(7<) The fubftquent witneO^, Socrates, Sozomeo, Theodoret, Phi- 
MUcft^Qtf Ike. tfdd cdntradiaions, rath^ than attthority. Compare the 
Ohfedidns of Bsifbfigt (B2ft< dtt . Joifs, teito. viti. p. x^y— 1^) wft& 
Wifbortoii's tofwtrf (Joli^n, p. 174— 4 jS. ). The biihop has ingentonfly 
citpIaincB ibe Itfificlilotis crofles which appeared on tht garments of the 
qsfearstoTs by « fimUar infUflce» tad thte natural tftc&s of Kghtntng. 

(7^) AtRbmT. Ton. itepfft. »1. f* ^4^. edit. Btfnedi€lin. He corapoTed 
fMsfanteib qtiMe (A. D. jS6. ) to jiifttfy a biihop, Who had^ncoa- 
demned by the civil magiiftntt'fo bmiftig « ^tuq^ogve. 
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pcrba|Mb)rtoftom(8o), who might appeal ta the memory 
STevSt!"" of the elder part of his congregation at Anti-^ 
och ; and by Gregory Nazianzen fSiX who pub- 
liflied his account of the miracle before the ex- 
piration of the fame year^ The laft of thefe^ 
writers has boldly declared, that this pra^ternatu-. 
ral event was not difputed by the infidels y and 
his aflertion, (trange as it may feem,. is confirm^ 
cd by the unexceptionable teftimony of Ammi- 
anus MarccUinus (82). The philofophic foldier^^ 
who loved the virtues, without adopting the pre* 
judices, of his mailer, has recorded, in his ju- 
dicious and candid hiftory of his own times, the 
extraordinary obftacles which interrupted the 
reftoration of the temple of Jurufalem. ** Whilft 
** Alypius^ affiled by the governor of the pro- 
** vince, urged, with vigour and diligence, the 
** execution of the work, horrible balls of fire 
** breaking out near the foundations, with frc- 
** quent and reiterated attacks, rendered the 
** place, from time to time, inaccelSble to the 
** fcorched and blafted workmen 5 and the vie- 
** torious element continuing in this manner ob- 
** ftinately and refolutely bent, as it were, to 

" drive 

(80) Chryfeftom, torn; i. p. 580. arfverf. judsos et Ge&tes, torn. U. p. 
« 574. dc S'®. Babjria, edit. Montfaucon. I have followed ibe coniraon 

And natural fuppofition ; but the learned Bsnediftine. who dates the com- 
pofition of tbefe fermbns in the year 383, is confident they Were never 
pronounced from, the pulpit. 

(81) Greg. Naeianzen, Orat. iv. p. 100 — 113. T» if ffv vt^i/^enrtf 
irttTt 6avfceCf xeit v^i roi? u6ieig tcTrircvfiivof M^ttv t^^cf^ttn 

(89) Amnnian. xxili. i. Cum itaque rei fortiter infbtret Alypius, ju.* 
varetque provindx re6lor, metuendi globi flammarum prope fundaments 
crebris t(rultibtts erumpentes fecere locuip exuftis aliquoties operantibuc 
inaccelTum : hocque modo elemento delliaatius repellente, ceflavit in. 
«eptum. Warburton btbours (p. 60—90.) to extort a confeffion of the 
miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius, tnd to employ the evi- 
dence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth century. Soch wkneflTet xm» 
only be received by t very favourable judge. 
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" drive them to a djftancc, the undertaking wa« 
** abandoned." Such authority (houid fatisfy a 
bclievmg, and muft aftonifti an incredulous, 
mind. Yet a philofopher may ftill require the 
original evidence of impartial and intelligent 
fpedators. At this important crifis, any Angu- 
lar accident of nature would affume the appear-* 
ance, and produce the effects, of a real prodigy. 
This glorious deliverance would be fpeedily im- 
proved and magnified by the pious art of the 
clergy of Jerufalem, and thjB active credulity of 
the Chriftian world; and, at the diftanceof 
twenty years, a Roman hiftorian, carelefs of 
theological difputes, might adorn his work with 
the fpecious and fplendid miracle (83). 

The reftoration of the Jewilji temple was {c-P*rtiUijt; ^ 
cretly conneded with the ruin of the Chriftian^""*"* 
church. Julian dill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worftiip, without diftin* 
guifliing, whether this univerfal toleration pro-^ 
ceeded from his juftice, or his clemency* He 
afFedted to pity the unhappy Chriftians, who 
were miftaken in the moft important object of 
their lives ; but his pity was degraded by con- 
tempt, his contempt was embittered by hatred ; 
and the fentiments of Julian were exprefied in a 
ftyle of farcaftic wit, which inflifts a deep and. 
deadly wound, whenever it iflues from the mouth 
of a fovereign. As he was fenfible that the 
Chriftians gloried in the name of their Redeem- 
er, he countenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the 
ufe of the lefs honourable appellation of Ga lli- 

Vol. IV. H laan$ 

(83) Dr. Lardner, perhaps tlooe of the ChriaUn- critics, pnefnmesto' 
doabt the truth of thU fameot. miride ,(Jewil!t sad Heathen Tefttrnonief) ' 
vol. iv. p. 47' — 7iv)# The fi!ence.<»f Jerom would k«d to a fiifpidon, 
that the fame Aorj^ which WM cdfbratfdiit adifUoc^i. ini|ht be tfefpiff^ ' 
PAthefpot. ^ . 
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LA AN 6 (84). He deckred, that, by the folly 
of the Galliisans, whom he defcribes as a fe^ 
of fanatics, conteniptible to men, and odious to 
the gods, the empire had been reduced to the 
brink of deftrudion ; and he infinuates in a pub- 
lic edi£t, that a frantic patient might fometimes 
be cured by falutary violence (85). An ungene- 
rous diffinilion was admitted into the mind and 
counfels of Julian, that, according to the differ- 
ence of their religious fentiments, one part of 
bis fubjeifts deferved his favour and friendfliip, 
while the other was entitted only to the common 
benefits, that his juftice could not refiifc to an 
obedient people (86>. According to a principle, 
pregnant widi mifchief and oppreffion, the em- 
peror transferred, to the pontiffs of his own re- 
ligion, the management of the liberal allowan- 
ces from the public revenue, which had been 
granted to the church by the jriety of Conftan- 
tine and his fons. The proud fy Item of clerical 
honours and immunities, which had been con- 
ftrufted with fo much art and labour, was le- 
velled to the ground ; the hopes of teftamentary 

donations 

(94) Qrtg. Naz. Ont, iii. p. 8i. And this Itw ^Kras confirmed by the 
ii|7^iabVe pra€^ice of JuHan 'hamfelf. Wirburtoa bt9 juftly obifcrved 
(P* 35O9 ^^at tbePlatonifts believed in the royfterious virtue of wofds; 
and JuHan*s diftike for the name' of ChriA might proceed from faperftitiony 
as well as from contempt. 

(95) Fra^eqt. Ji^lian. p.^arSB. He dfcHdoi the /»«$<« TatUXmitf 
(^ift vii.)) and lb far Htt ii^t of the priocifles of toleration, ts tfi 
Wifh (epid. xlii.) tucovrc^ luHcu. 

Thefe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted In the true fpirit 
of4b^l(<pift. zHx.) are taken from the fpeech of ^ohis, when he 
reCuffit to gnmt Ulyfts a frefii fcpply of winds (Odyff. x. 73 ). Liba- 
nitts{Orat, Parent, t gi^i p. »«.) atfempta to juftify this pertial^eba- 
^ippt's I'y^m tfiM^f Ja ivhichperiecQtitfB petpt through theroalkof 
can<toar. . . < 
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donations were intercepted by the rigour of the 
laws ; and the priefts of the ChriAan fe£t Sjrw 
confounded ^ith the laft and mofi ignominioi^s 
elafs of the people. Such of Ui^ reputation^ 
as appeared nflceflary to check the ambition and 
avarice of the eeclefiaftics, were foon after>yarc^ 
imitated by the wifdom of am orthodox pi^incc. 
The peculiar diftind^ions which policy has be- 
iiowed, or fup^rftition has Iftvifhed, on the fa- 
cerdotal order, m^fi be confined to thofe priefls 
who profipfs the religion of ihc ftatc. feut the 
will of the legidator was not exempt from pre- 
judice and paffion ; and it was th^ obje^l of th^ 
infidious policy of Julian, to deprive the Chriif- 
tians of all the temporal honours and advi^ntages 
which rendered them refpe£^able in thf eyes of 
the world (87); 

A juft ahd fevere cenfure h^$ b^en in.fli6ked opH* proh;tM(« 
ihc law which prohibited th^ Cbriftians fromi^^*?,^*^" 
teaching the arts of granimar ap^ fhptpric (88).t»chiiig 
The motives alleged by the emperor tp juftify*****^ 
this partial and opprqlBve meafure, mig^t com- 
mand, during his life-time^ the filed^ of flf^vea 
and .the applaufe of fiatterci^s. Julian abui^s th^ 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifferently applied to the language and the re-» 
ligion of the Greeks t he contemptuoiifly pb- 
ferves, that the. men who exalt the merit or im- 
plicit faith are unfit to clainfi or to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of (cience ; and he vainly ^ontepds^ 
that tt they refufe to adore the gods oif Homer 
H a and 

(87) Thcfe kws which yfifc^^ lh« cI^fT* mjf ht f<md j4 tht fli^l^t 
h'tntt of JalUnbi^(fif (Epift. iiiOt in th« vtguc d«(^l^n\atioQs.|9f V^^J^'J 
(Oi*t. Ui.. p. Uf .87-).*Vl in the pofitive ^(ti«pi^ of Siw^Op^ifn [L v. 

€. i,). . ' \ 

{%%) I^clfOMBs • . . per «a^i o^modum filw^Ob A^i^i fxii, 1^ 
XXV. 5. 
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an3 Demofihcnes, they ought to content them- 
felves with expounding Luke and Matthew in 
the churches of the Galliaeans (89). In all the 
cities of the Roman world, the education of the 
youth was entrufted to the malhirs of grammar 
and rhetoric; who were elcdted by the magis- 
trates, maintained at the public expence, and 
diftinguifhed by the many lucrative and honour- 
able privileges. The edidt of Julian appears to 
have included the phyficians, and profeiTors of 
all the liberal afts ; and the emperor, who re- . 
ferved to himfelf the approbation of the candi- 
dates, was authorifed by the laws to corrupt, or 
•to punifh, the religious conftancy of the mod 
learned of the Chriftians (go). As foon as the 
refignatton of the more obftinate (pr) teachers 
had eftablifhed the unrivalled dominion of the 
Pagan fophifts, Julian invited the rifing genera- 
tion to refort with freedom to the public fchools^ 
in a juft confidence, that their tender minds 
would receive the impreffions of literature and 
idolatry. If the greateft part of the Chriftian 
youth Ihould be deterred by their own fcruples^ 
or by thofe of their parents, from accepting this 

dangerous 

(89) The tdi€t ieftir, which it ftill extant among the epiftles of Joltan 
^xlu.)» may be conQ|Mred with the looie iave£tives of Gi«gory (Orac. ni. 
p. s6.}, Tiilcmont (Mem. Ecdef. torn. vii. p. iipi — 1294.) has qoIlefV- 
ed the Teeming differences oT ancients and moderns. They may be eafiljr 
reconciled. The Chriftians were direSly forbid to teach, they were mdi^ 
reSfy forbid to learn; fincc they would oot frequent the Ibbooli of the 
Pa^Aiu. 

(5^) Codex. Theodof. 1. xiii. tit. iii. de medicis et prcfeflbribus, leg. $. 
(pubiiflied the 17th of June, received, at Spoleto in luly, the 19th of 
July, A. D. 363.) with Godfroy's inuftrations. torn. v. p. 3.1". 
' (Pi) OroTius celebrates their difinterefted relblation, Stent a majoriboa 
nofttis compertam habemus, omnes nbique prbpemodum .... officium 
quam fidcm defcrere maluerunt, vii. 30. Proarefius, a Chriftian fephift, 
ftfuled to'acce^e the partial favour of the emperor. Hterooyttt. la CbfOD. 
p« 185. Edit. Scaliger. Eunaplus in ProcreGo, p. ixS* 
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dangerous mode of inftruAion, they muft, at 
the fame time, relihquifli the benefits of a liberal 
education. Julian had reafon to cxpeft that, in 
the fpace of a few years, the church would re- 
lapfe into its primaeval fimplicity, and that 
the theologians, who poffeffed an adequate (hare 
of the learning and eloquence of the age, would 
be fucceeded by a generation of blind and ig- 
norant fanatics, incapable of defending the truth 
of their own principles, or of expofmg the va- 
rious follies of Polytheifm (92). 

It was undoubtedly the wi(h and the defignDj%rtcea«d 
of Julian to deprive the Chriftians of the ad-^PP'*^^^^ 
vantages of wealth, of knowledge, and of pow-«nt 
€r ; but the injuftice of excluding them from all 
offices of truft and profit, feems to have been 
the refult of his general policy, rather than the 
immediate confcquence of any pofitive law (93.) 
Superior merit might deferve, and obtain, fome 
extraordinary exceptions-, but the greater part 
of the Chriftian officers were gradually removed 
from their employments in the (late, the army, 
and the provinces. The hopes of future candi- 
dates were extinguiftied by the declared partiality 
of a prince, who malicioufly reminded them, 
that it was unlawful for a Chriftian to ufe the 
f word, either, of juftice, or of war: and who 
ftudioufly guarded the camp and the tribunals 

with 

(91) Tb«y btd recourfe to the e^ptdient of compofiog faookt for thetr 
<mn fcbools. Within a few months Apollinaris produced hit Chriftian 
imitations of Helper (a facrcd hiftory in xxif baoks), Pindar, Euripides, 
and Menander ; and Soxomcn is fatisfied, that they equalled, or excelled, 
the originals. 

(93) I' ^^* ^^^ inftm^ien of Juli^a to his magiftrates (Epift. vti.) 
ic^vriiMt^M fM9 T4< T«« $§»nfius luu fretvv ^tifM hif. Sozomen 
(L ▼. c. iS.) and Socrates (1. iii* c, 13.) muft be reduced to the ftandard' 
of Gregory (Orat, iti. p. 9$.;, f»t lefs prooe to exaggeration, but more 
relUained l>y the aftual knowledge of his cot^porary re»der9» 
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• "With the cnfigns of idolatry. The powers ot 
government yvere entrufted to the Pagan§, i^ho 
profefled an- ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceftors J and as the choice of the emperor was 
often directed by the rules of divination, the fa- 
vourites whom he preferred as the moft agreear 
ble to the gods, did not always obtain the appro- 
bation of mankind (94). Under the adminiftra- 
tion piF their enemies, the Chriftians had much 
to fuffer, and more lo apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was averfe to cruelty ; arid the care of 
his reputation, which was expofed to the eyes of 
the univerfe, reftrained the philofophic monarch 
from violating the laws of juftice and toleration, 
\vhich he himfelf had fo recently eftablilhed. 
But the provincial minifters of his authority were' 
placed in a lefs confpicuous ftation. In the exr 
^rcife of arbitrary power, they confulted the 
vrifhes, rather thari the commands of their fove- 
reign^ and ventured to exercife a fecret an4 
vexatious tyranny againft the feftaries, on whoni 
they were hot permitted to confer the honours 
of martyrdom. The emperor, who diflembled, 
^s long as poffible, his knowledge of the ihjuf- 
fiqe that was exercifed in his name, exprefled his 
jeal fenfe of the conduct of his officers, by gen- 
tle reproofs and fubftantial rewards (95). 
Tbty ire . The moft effectual iriftrument of opprefTion, 
torcftTre^e^**^^ which they were armed, was the law that 
Pagan tern- obliged the Chriftians to make full and ample 
??^ fatisfadion for the temples which they had dfe- 
ilroycd under the preceding reign. The zeal of 

(94) 4^f 4^ 6i»fV miu ^i^Vi K4H ftn tiiits. Libanius, Orat. Pare&t. 
Cp 88. p. 314. 

. (9$) Oreg. Na*. Orat. iii. p. 74. ^i, 51. iSocratcs, I ul c. 14. Th^- 
cdoret, ]. iii. c. 6. Soixie drawback may however I)e alloyred for the vl^- 
]f QfC of t^iir setl^ not lefs partial than the zeal of Julian. 
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the triumphant church hid not always expefkd 
the fanftion of the public authority ; and the 
bifhops, whowerefecureof impimity, had often 
marched, at the head of their congr^ations^ to 
attack and demdifh the fortrefles of the prince 
ofdarknefs. The confecrated lands, which had 
enaeafed the patiimony of the fovereign of the 
dergy, were clearly defined, and eafily reftored. 
But on thefe lands, and on the ruins of Pagan 
fuperftition, the Chriftians had frequently ereaed 
their own religious edifices ) and s» it wasne- 
ceflary to remove the church before the temple 
could be rebuilt, the juftice and piety of the 
emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his faailegious "* 
violence (96). After the ground was cleared, 
the reftitution of thofe ftately ftrudlurea, which 
had been levelled with the dufi ; and of the pre-- 
dous ornaments, which had been tonverted to 
Chriftian ufes ; fwelled into a very large account 
of damages and debt. The authors of the in- 
jury had neither the ability nor the inclination to 
difcharge this accumulated demand : and the 
impartial wifdom of a Icgiflator would have been 
dilplayed in balancing the adverfe claims and 
complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar- 
bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 
larly the Haft, was thrown into confufion by the 
rafti edidls of Julian 5 and the Pagan itiagiftrates, 
inflamed by zeal and revenge, abufed the rigorous 
privilege of the Roman law ; which fub^itutes, 
in the plac6 of his inadequate property, the pdr- 

fon 

(56) If we oomfttre the |entli iMo^a^ «f Uhww (Ont. P«r«nt. c 
^o. p. %M6,) with die psffiooatctidtBifttioiM of Gregory (Orat. iiu j>. 96^ 
S7 }, we mfty imd it diflcuit to perf«ide oorleWcs, (bat t)i« two ontwi 
are really iklciibiDg tbc Dune evcxit«| 
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fon of the infolvcnt debtor. Under the preced- 
ing reign, Mark, bi(hop of Arcthufa (97), had 
laboured in the converfion of his people with 
arms more efFedtual than thofe of perfuahon (98); 
The magiftrates required the full value of a tem- 
ple which had been deftroyed by his intolerant 
zeal : but as they were fatisfied of his poverty, 
they defired only to bend his inflexible fpirit to 
the promife of the flighteft compenfation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly 
fcourged him, they tore his beard ; and his naked 
body, anointed with honey, was fufpended in a 
net, between heaven and earth, and expofed to 
^the ftings of infefts and the rays of a Syrian 
'fun (99.) From this lofty ftation, Mark ftill 
perfifted to glory in his crime, and to infult the 
impotent rage of his pcrfecutors. He was at 
length refcued from their hands, and difmifled 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 
Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con* 
feflbr j the catholics ainbitioufly claimed his alli- 
ance 

(97) Reftio or Arcthara, «t the equal didance of rixteen miles between 
Emeia (Htwa)^ «od Epiphania (Hamatb)^ was foonded, or at lead named, 
by ScleapuB Nicator. Its peculiar era dates from the year of Rome 685 • 
according to the medals of the city. In the decline of the Seleacides, 
Bmela and Aretbuia were ufurped by tba Arab Sampficeramas, wfaofe 
pofterity, the vaffals of Rome, were not extinguiflied in the reign of 
Vefpafian. Sep d' Anvil le'a Maps and Geographic Ancienne, torn. ii. p. 
134. WefleliDg. Itlneraria, p. 188. and No; if. Epoch. Syro Macedon, p, 
80. 481 » 481. 

{98) Soaomen, 1. ▼• c. to. It is fqrprifing, that Gregory and Theo« 
dpret ihould fupprefa a circumfbuice, which, in their eyes, muft b^ve 
tphanced the religions merit of the confe0br. 

(99) Th^ fufFeringa and conftancy of Mark, which Gregory has fo 
tragically painted (Orat. iii. p. 88—91. )« *re confirmed by the unexcepii- 
•hable and reluftint evidence of Lifoanius. iAtt^xn f»iivd^ x^fjcue^i m;, 

Mvi. Epift. 7^0. p. 350, 35X. Edit, Wolf. Amftel. I73|8. 
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ancc (100) ; and the Pagans, who might be fuf- 
ceptible of fliame or remorfe, were deterred from 
the repetition of fuch unavailing cruelty (loi). 
Julian fpared his life : but if the bifliop of Are- 
thufa had faved the infancy of Julian (102)^ 
pofierity will condemn the ingratitue, inftead of 
praifing the clemency, of the emperor. 

At thediflance of five miles from Antioch,The temple 
the Macedonian kings of Syria had confecrated*"^^*^ 
to Apollo one of the mod elegant places of de-SJ^ 
votion in the Pagan world (103.) A magnificent 
temple rofe in honour of ihe god of light ; and 
his ColoiTal figure (104) almoft filled the capacr- 
ous fanftuary, which was enriched with gold 
and gems, and adorned by the (kill of the Gre- 
cian artifts. The deity was reprefented in a 

bending 

(100) Umfuix^^ certttim etim fibi (ChriftUni) vio^int. tt 
is thus tfaftt La Croze and Wolfiut (ad loc.) have explained a Greek 
-word, whofe true ftgnification bad been miftaken by former interpreters, 
and even by ie Clerc [Biblioriieque Ancienne et Moderoe, torn. iii. p. 
371.)- Yet Tillemoot is ftrangety pnaslcd to onderftand (Mem. Ecclef. 
Com. vii, p. 1309.) bovf Gregory and Theodoret could miAake a Semi* 
Arian bi(hop for a laint. 

(loi) See the probable advice of Salluft (Greg. Nazlanzen, Ortt. liL 
90, pi.)- Libantus intercedet for a fimilar offender, left they flioold find 
many Marks ; yet he allows, that if Orion had fecreted the confecrated 
wealth, hedeferved to Aifferthe puhiihmeiit of Marfyas; to be flaytd 
alive (Epift. 730. p. 34*— 3S»-)- 

(io«) Gregory (Oiat. iiL p. 90.) is (atisfied, that by fiiving the apoT- 
tatf, Mark had deferred ftill more than he had fuffered. 

( 1 03) The grove and temple ef Daphne are delcribed by Strabo (1. xvu 
p. 1089, ^^9^' ^'^' AmfteL 1707.). Libanius (Nsnia, p. 185^188. 
Antiocfaic, Orat. xi.p» 380, 381. )» and Soaomen (I. v. c. ip.). Wefleling 
(Itinerar. p. 581 ), and Cafauboo (ad Hill. Aoguft. p. ^4.) iUaOrate this 
carious fsbjed. 

(ro4) Simulacrum in eo Olynapiaci Jtvia imitamenti xqmparanamag. 
nitndinem. Ammian. xzii. 13. The Olympic Jnpiter was fixty feet high, 
and his balk was confeqnently equal to that of a tbouCind Men. See % 
curious Mimnrt of the Abbe C«doyn (Academic des Infcriptions, tom« 
". p. 1^8 ). 
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binding alttitudc, with a golden cup in his hand, 
pouring out a libatbn on the earth ; as if he fup* 
plicated the venerable moth^ to give to his arms 
the cold and beauteous Daphhb : for the fpot 
vras ennobled by fiction ; and the fancy of the 
Syrian poets had tranfported the amorous fate 
from the batiks of the Peneus to thofe of the 
Ofontes. The ancient rites of Greccfe were imi- 
t^t^i by the royal colony of Antioch. A ibream 
of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and repu- 
tation of the Delphic otacle, flowed from the 
Gfialm fountain of Daphne (105). In the ad- 
jacent fields a (ladiuni was built by a fpecial 
privilege (106), which had been purchafed from 
EHs; the Olympic gamds were celebrated at the 
cxpence of the city ; and a revenue of thirty 
thoufand pounds tterling was annually applied to 
the public pleafures ( 1 07). The Jperpetual refort 
of pilgrims and fpeftators infenubly formed, in 
th^ neighbourhood of the temple, the ftately and 
populous village of Daphne, which emulated the 
fplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro- 
vincial city. The tetnple and the village were 
deeply bofomed in a thick grove of laurels and 

cypreflec, 

(lOK) Htfdiliii r«tdtli€i hiftmry of hit ftitwft ibrtvnfes m « le«f dipped 
in the CiftalMrt ftrcun ; t trick, which, acoordin^ to ihe phyfician Van* 
date (de Or^coIIs, p. i8i, «^a.)> i^igbt be eafily peifonncd by chymical 
preptrtttons. The emperor ftopptd the fource of fucb dangerous know- 
ledge ; vtiich was agiuii ofmcd by the dcvoaC oirioiicy of Julian. 

{V9€) It Wftt ptirchafad, A. D. 44, in. the year .91 of the cera ef As- 
tiocfa (Ktfrif. Epodi. Syro-Mieed. p. 139-^174.) for the term of ninety 
Olympiiali. But the Olympic gtimes of < Antioch were not tegdarlr oele- 
brated till the reign of Commodus. See the carious details in the Ghro- 
nicte ef Jii^n MaUea (eom. p. %^o. 316. jYt—sSf.)) • writer wbofc 
merit afnd authority are coti^fltd withm the Ittxiits of bis mttv« city. 

(iby) Fiftten tatents <tf gold, beqbbithtd by Sofifaiiis, who died in the 
rdgn of Atfgufttif. The tbetftrital merits of the Syriim cities^ in the age 
of Conftantine, are compared in the Expofitio totitts Mandi, p. 6. .(Htid* 
fo«| Geograpb, Minor, torn, iil). 
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cypreffes, whiqh reached as for its a citcumfcrenee 
of ten miles, and formed in the moft fultry fum- 
mers a cool and impenetrable (hade. A thoo- 
fand ftreams of the pureft water, ilTuing from 
every hill, prefervcd the verdure of the eatth^* 
and the temperature of the air ; the fenfcs were 
gratified with harmonious founds ieind somatic 
odours ; and the peaceful grove was confecrscted 
to health and joy, to luxury and love. The vi- 
gorous youth purfued, like Apollo, the ohfidt 
of his defires ; and the blufbihg itiaid wais warn- 
ed, by the fote of Daphne, to flmti the folly of 
unfeafonable coynefs. Thte foldier and the phi- 
lofopher wifely avoided the temptation 6f thi» 
fcnfual paradife (io8) ; where pleafure, alfuming 
thecharadter of religion, imperceptibly diffolved* 
thefirmnefs of manly virtue. But the groves cf 
Daphne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
veneration of natives and ftrangersj the privi- 
leges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
muhificente of fucceeding emperors j and evfery 
generation added new ornaments to the iplendor 
of the temple (109). 

When Julian, on the day of the annual fefti-j^ ^^ ^. 
val, haftened to adore thfe Apollo of Daphne^pi^ti« 
his devotion was raifed to the higheft pitch oi^ ^^^ 
cagemefs and impatience. His lively imagirtati- 
on anticipated the grateful pomp of^ victims, of 
libations^ and of ineenfe; a long prdccffibhof 
youths and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 
fymbol of their innocence ; and the tumultuous 

concoiirfc 

(to8) Avidio Cftflio Syriacm legiofi<s« dcdi luxtirU diQiienCes et iy'af^ 
nicis moribqs. Thefc arc the word's of th« emperor Marcus Antohihtas in 
an original letCcir prefervcd by his biographer in llift. AngufY. p. 41. CkC* 
fius difmiired or punUhed every Ibldier who was f^en at Daphne. 

(109) Aliquahtum agrornm Daphn^nfibaa dcdit f^oinpey)^ ^ttol^ctts 
ibi f^eklidr fieret ; dleliddiatua amtienltate loci et tqtiftruiii iband^nti^ 
Eutropioa, yi. 44. Scstys Slufus, ^ provinciis, c; i<Ft 



io» THE DECLINE AND FALL 

coiieoarre of an innumerable people. But the 
aeal of Antiodi was diverted, fince the reign of 
Chrifiianity, into a different channel. Inllead 
of hetacombs of fat oxen facrificed by the tribes 
of a wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the em- 
peror complains that he found only a finglc 
goc^e, provided at the expence of a prieft, the 
pale and foUtary inhabitant of this decayed tem- 
ple (no). . The altar was deferted, the oracle 
had been reduced to filence, and the holy ground 
was profaned by the introdudtion of Chriftian 
and funeral rites. After Baby las (i 1 1> (a bifliop 
of Antioch, who died in prifon in the perfecu- 
tion of Decius) had refted near a century in his 
grave, his body, by the order of the Caefar 
Gallus, was tranfportcd into the midft of the 
grove of Daphne. A magnificent church was 
crefted over his remains ; a, portion of the facred 
lands was ufurped for the maintenance of the 
clergy, and for the burial of the Chriftians of 
Antioch, who were ambitious of lying at the 
feet of their bifhop ; and the priefts ot Apollo 
retired, with their affrighted and indignant vo- 
taries. As foon as" another revolution fcemed to 
reftore the fortune of Paganifm, the church of 
St. Babylas was demoliflied, and new buildings 
wer^ added to the mouldering edifice which had 
been raifcd by the piety of Syrian kings. But 
the firft and moft ferious care of Julian was to 

deliver 

(no) Jultao (Mifopogon, p. 3^1, 352.) rfifcovcrs his own charadtfr 
Vith that navottiy that unconfcious fimplicity, which ^Iwayt conftitutet 
genuine humpur. 

(in) Babylas is named by Eufebius in the fucceiljon of the biihops of 
Antioch (Hid. Ecclef. J. vi. c. a^. 39). His triumph over two emperors 
(the firft fabulous, the fecond hiftorical) is diflFufely celebrated by Chry- 
fpftom (ton), ii. p. 53^— '579* edit. Montfaucon.)> Tilleraopt (Mena. 
Ecclef. torn. iii. par: ii. p. 287— 30a. 455—4^$) becomes altnoft i| 
fceptic. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. iq9 

deliver bis oppreflfed deity from the odious prc- 
fence of the dead and living Chriftians, who 
had fo efFedtually fupprefled the voice of fraud 
or enthufiafm (112). The fcene of infedtionRemmriiaF 
was purified, according to the forms of ancient Jj'*^''^ 
rituals ; the bodies were decently removed ; andflftgrttioo of 
the minifters of the church were permitted to^ **"^ 
convey the remains of St. Babylas to their for- 
mer habitation within the w^Us of Antioch. The 
biodeil behaviour which might have afluaged the 
jealoufy of an hoiliie government, was neglected 
on this occafion by the zeal of the Chriftians. 
The lofty car that tranfported the relics of Ba- 
bylas, was followed, and accompanied, and re- 
ceived, by an innumerable multitude; who 
chanted, with thundering acclamations, the 
Pfalms of David the moft expreffive of their 
contempt fcf idols and idolators. The return of 
the faint was a triumph ; and the triumph was 
an infult on the religbn of the emperor, who 
exerted his pride to diffemble his refentment. 
Puring the night which terminated this.indifcreet 
procelTion, the temple of Daphne was in flames; 
the ilatue of ApoUo . was confumed ; and the 
walls of the edifice were left a naked and awful 
monument of ruin. The Chriftians of Antioch 
aflerted, with religious confidence, that the pow- 
erful intercelBon of St. Babylas had pointed th« 
lightnings of heaven ^gainft the cfevoted roof: 
but as Julian was reduced to the alternative, of 
believing either a crime or a miracle, he chofe,' 
%vilhout hefitatton, without evidence, but with 

' fomc 

(11 a) Eccleriadicti critics, particularly ihofe who love relics^ exult in 
the confcfSon ^ Julian (Mi fopogon, p. 361.) and LitMnlus (Nania, p^ 
185), th^t.Ap,ollo wa» difturbeii by the vicinity of <;»r dead man. Yet 
Ammianus (xxii. 12.) clears and purifies the whole ground^ according to 
Xhe rite* which the Athenians formsrjy ffra^fed in the \tt ^ t>cIos. 
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fome colour of probabiKty, to impute the fire of 
Daphne to the revenge of the GallflaeanjS (113). 
^herr offence, had it been fufficiently proved, 
might have juftified the retaliation, which was 
M^nihvtt immediately executed by the order of Jufiap, of 
y^ l^^ihmting the doors, and confifcating the weahh, 
" of the cathedral of Antioch. To drfcover the 
criminals who were guilty of the tuniult, of the 
fire, or of fecreting the riches of the chqrch, 
feveral ecclefiaftics were tortured (i 14) j and a 
prefbyter, of the name of Theodoret, was be-- 
headed by the fentence of the Count of the Eaft* 
But this hafty adt was blamed by the emperpr j 
who lamented, with real or afFefted concern, 
that the imprudent zeal of his Snifters 
would tarnifli his reign witfrthip difgrs^ce of per- 
fecutionj(iis). 

The zeal'of the minifters of Julian was irt* 
fiantly checked b^ the frown of their fovereign ; 
but when the father of his country decl^r?s hTm- 
lyf the leader of a faftion, the licence pf popu- 
lar fury cannot eafily be reftrained, nor cohfif- 
tently punifhed. Julian, in a public con:m6fi* 
tion, applauds the devotion ana loyalty of the 
holy citie;5 of Syria, whofe pious inhabitants had 

deftroyed, 

C^i3) JuSan (in MU^j^ogdo, p. 3^1.) rather infionates, than affirms, 
tb^ gi^It. /k^oatajryus (xz;i. 13.) treats th% impo^tioo as ke^f^ ru* 
§lltry and relates t^edory with fxt^aotdlpary ^apdoar. 

(114) Quo tarn ^troclcafu repente confampto, ad idufaue impcratorig 
irt ^»roveiit^ ut quslUones agitare jobcret fblito acriores (yet JnUan blames 
tbeieoity^of the^magiftriunof Amttoch), ct i^jorem ecckfiam Aotiochitt 
ciaudi. This ijiterdi6lion was performed with fome circumftances of in. 
dignity and profanation ; and the feafonable death of the principal a£tor« 
Julian's uncle, is related with much fttperfticiaB& c^mplacet^cy by, the 
Abbe.de ja BleWi<f. Vie de Julien, p. 3^*— 3^p» 

(115) Befidfe§theeecle(i.aftical hiftorians, who are more or Icfs to J)e 
&f{>eaed, we may allege the paiCon of St. Theodore^ in the A^a Slncerii 
of Ruinart9.|). ^i. The (omf>laiot of JuIIad g^ves'i( ao orijgtna] aqd 
inthcntic air. ' ' ' .. . r 
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deftroyed, at the firll figRal, the fepulchresof 
the Galileans ; and faintly complains, that they 
had revenged the injuries of the gods with lels 
moderation than he (hould have recommend- 
ed (i 1 6). This in^perfed and reluctant confef* 
iion may appear to confirm the ecclefiaftical 
narratives ; that in the cities of Gaza, Afcalon, 
Gaefarea, Heliopolis, bcc. the Pagans abufed, 
without prudence or remorfe, the moment of 
thrir proiperity. That the unhappy objedts of 
their cruelty were releafed from torture only by 
death ; that as their mangled bodies were drag* 
ged through the ftreets they were pierced (fuch 
was the univerfai rage) by tbe fpits of cooks^ 
and the diftafTs, of enraged women ( and that 
the entrails of Chrifiian prtefts and virgins, after 
they had been tafted by thofe bloody fanatics, 
were mixed with barley, and 4^ntemptuoufly 
thrown to the undean animals of the city (i 17). 
Such foenes of religious madnefs exhibit the moft 
contemptible and odious pidture of human na- 
ture ; but the maifacris of Alexandria attrads 
Aill more attention, from the certainty of the 
fa^a, the rank of the vi^iras, and the fplendour 
of the capital of Egypt. 

George (118,) from his parents or his ^duca-^^S^ 

tion, ^^'^^ 

{116) JoJUd. Mifcpogjon, p. a^i» ' 

(117) See Gregory Naxianzen (Orat. iii. p« 87.)* Sozomen (1. v. c. 9.) 
may be ooofidered is «n originti, though not impartial, witnefs. He was 
a native of Gasa^ and had convcrfed with the coofeflbr Zeno, who, at 
bHhop of Maiama, Kvcd id the age of aa hundred (L vii. c. «^ ). PhiloT* 
torgiiu (]. vii. c. 4. mth Godfi«y*« Diflcrt^itioos, p. a64.) ad^ fome tra- 
gic cimmftaocet, pf ChriltiaiiSy who weie SterMlly ftcrif^d at the alcart 
cf tbe««is» tec. 

(118) The ii£e and death <tf George of Cappadocia are defcrftbed bf 
^Aimanas {ml tt.), C^ognry Maaiaaten (Orat, xzt. p. 3 to. 3a$« 

' 39p» 390- )» (Uid EpifAduiiot (Hievef. Ix^nri.). Tbt ioveaivc8«f the tmm 
iiintt might jRO.t dp^^yc mpch.cnedtl, onklt tbey wcxe coafiriaedhy the- 
ieftimony of the cool aod impartial infidel. 
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tion, furnamed the Cappadocian, was born at 
Epiphania in Cilicia, in a fuller's (hop. From 
this obfcurc and fervile origin he raifed himfelf 
by the talents of a parafite : and the patrons, 
whom he affiduoufly flattered, procured for their 
worthlefs dependent a lucrative coramiffion, or 
contradt, to fupply the army with bacon. His 
employment was mean : he rendered it infa- 
mous. He accumulated wealth by the bafeft arts 
of fraud and corruption ; but liis malverfations 
were fo notorious, that George was compelled to 
efcape from the purfuits of jufticc. After this 
difgrace, in which he appears to have faved his 
fortune at the expence of his honour, he cm- 
braoed, with real or afFefted zeal, the profeffion 
of Arianifm* From the love, or the oftentation, 
of learning, he collefted a valuable library of 
hiftory, rhetoric, philofpphy, and theology (119); 
and the choice of the prevailing fadtion promoted 
George of Cappadocia to the throne of Athana- 
fius. The entrance of the new archbifhop was 
that of a . Barbarian conqueror; and each mo- 
ment of his reign was polluted by cruelty and 
avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and 
Egypt were abandoned to. a tyrant, qualified, by 
nature arid education, to exercife the office of 
A^^tiM p^r^^tion ; but he opprefled with an impartial 
•i^Eiypt! nand the various inhabitants of his extenfive di- 
ocefe. The primate of Egypt affumed the 
' r pomp 

(119) After the ma fiacre of George, the emperor Julian repeaCecfff 
feot orders Co pr^ferve the Hbrary for his owtk ule, and totortnre the flavea 
vho might be fufpe^ked of fecreting any books. He .prailes the merit of 
the cotle€^ton, from whence he had borrowed and tranfcribed fieveral ma-^ 
nufcrtpts while he purfued hi»iliidies in Cappadocia. * He could WilK in- 
dcetltha) th^ works of the .GaHlaeans might perifh ; but he requires an 
csa6t account even of thole theological ▼oliimes, left btfier -treat tfes more 
ValnaUe Ihould be confounded ia their lof?. JoUan, Epift. ix. xxxvi; 
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pomp and infolence of his lofty ftation ; but he 
ftlU betrayed the vices of his bafe and fervile ex- 
tradion. The merchants of Alexandria were 
impov^rilhed by the unjuft, and almoft univer- 
fal, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, falt^ 
paper, funerals, &:c. : and the fpiritual father of 
a great people condefcended to practice the vile 
and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex- 
andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the tax, 
which he fuggefted, on all the houfefi of the 
city ; under an obfolete claim, that the royal 
founder had conveyed to his fucceffors, the Pto- 
ieniies and the Caefars, the perpetual property of 
the foil. The Pagans, who had been flattered 
with the hopes of freedom and toleration, excited 
his devout avarice ; and the rich temples of Al- 
exandria were either pillaged or infulted by the 
haiighty prelate, who exclaimed, in a loud and 
threatening tone, *' How long will thefe fe- 
pulchres be permitted to (land ?" Under the 
reign of Conftantius, he was expelled by the 
fury, or rather by the juftice, of the people; and 
it was not without a violent ftruggle, that the 
civil and military powers of the ftatc could re- 
ilore his authority, and gratify his revenge. 
The meffenger who proclaimed at Alexandria 
the acceflion of Julian, announced the downfal 
of the archbilhop. George, with two of his ^ j^ ^ 
obfequious minifters, count Diodorus, and Dra-NovembcJ* 
contius, mafter of the mint, wereignominiouflys®- 
dragged in chains to the public prifon. At the He is mar- 
end of twenty-four days, the prifon was forced ^*<^^*<* by tfa« 
open by the rage of a fuperftitious multitude, ^°'*'*' 
impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro-j^^^^^^^^ 
cecdings. The enemies of gods and men ex- 14. 
pired under their cruel infults ; the lifelefs bodies 
of the archbiftiop and his affociates were carried 
Vol. IV. I in 
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!n triumph through the ftrcets on the back df * 
(camM ; and the iria6kivity of the Athanafiari par*, 
ty (i4o) was cftcemcd a ftlining example of 
evangelical patience. The feriiains of thefe guil- 
ty wretched were thrown intd the feaj and the 
popular leaders of the tumult declared their refo- 
lutfpn to difappoint the devotion of the Chriltiansj 
and to intercept the future honours of thefe huir^ 
tyrsj who had been punilhed, like their prede- 
cefibrs, by the enemies of their religion (121). 
The fears of Jhe Pagaif s Were juft, and their pre-^ 
cautions irieffedlual. The mftntoriouS death 6t 
the archbllhop obliterated the rnemory of his life, 
^he rival of AtHanafius was d^r aiid facred to 
the ArianSi arid the feemih^ converfion of thofe 
fcdtaries introduced his w6rih!p into the bofdm of 
the CatholiS church ( i 2* ). The odious ftrang^t* 
diiguifing every circumftanCe of time and place, 
Mrf^orAi^afluined the maffc of a martyr, a faint, and a 
«dSIrtyrGhriftiahhero(i23)i arid the itkimmi George 

of 
1. 

(ilo]t PhifoflorgHiSy' viih cti&tious matice, infinuates their guilty 

bodcfroy, p. Iff/. 

(t^() Cineres pivjecit in mare, id roet^cnaiitdamabat, ne, coUedis 
ibpremtt, xdes iliis eirftruerenc ; ut reliquis^ <^^iare a religlone com- 
polli, peitniere cruciabiles poenas» adufqac gtorio&m mortem intemeratt 
6dc prdgrefli, et nun^ Marttrss tppeBantor, Ammiacu xzii, xi. 
Epiphaamsprbves to thie Arians, that George was not a martyr. 

(lai) Some Donatiftt (Oputus Milev. p. &o, 303. edit. Dfupin ; zoA 
Tillemont« Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 713. in '410) ind Prifciilianift* 
(Tilleibont. lif em. Ecclef. tom. viii, p. J17. in 4to) have in like niannei' 
uliirped the honours of Catholic faints and* martyrs. 

(113) l^he faints of Cappadocia, Bafil and the Gregories, were igoo. 
rant of their holy companion. Pope Gelafitts (A. D. 4^4^)9 the firtl 
' Ctftholic who icknowledges St. George, places him among the nkartyrt^* 
*^ qui Deo magis quam homiaibus noti iunt." Re rejcdls hit A^ «f 
the compofition of h^etics. j^ome» perhaps not the oklcft» of ihe 
ipurious AGt*9 are ftiil extant ; and, through a cloud of fiaion, we maf 
^et dillinguifli the combat which St. George of Cappadocia fnftaincd, W 
^ke prefin^ of ^een ^BatanJnti agaioft the magkum AthinOfHis. 
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of Cappadocia has been transformed (124) into 
the renowned St. George of England^ the pa- 
tron of arms, of chivalry, and of the garter (125). 
About the fame time that Julian was informal 
t^ the tuoHilt of Alexandria, he received intel- 
ligence from EdeQa, that the f^roud and wealthy 
fatlton of the Arians had infulted the weaknefs 
of the Valentians ; «nd committed fuch difor^** 
ders, as ought not to be fuffered with impunity 
in a well-regulated ftate. Without cxpc6ting 
the flow fornis of juftice, the exafperated prince 
dire<%ed his niandate to the magiilrates of Edef- 
fa (127), by which hecpnfifcat^ the whole pro^ 
pcfty of the church : the money was diftribut«l 
among the foldiers ; the lands were added to the 
domain ^ and this a<^ of oppreflfion was a^ra- 
vated by the moft ungenerous irony. " Iihew 
*' myfetf,'* fays Julian, " the triw friend of the 
•* Galilaeans. Their aJntirabk law has promifed 
" the kingdom of heaven to the poor ; and they 
^' will advance with more diligence in the paths 
*' of virtue and falvatiott) When they are rdieved 
*' by my aififtance from the load of temporal 
*' pofleffions. Take care," purfued the mo'^ 
liarch, in a more ferious tone, " take Care how. 
** you provoke my patience and humanity. It 
** thefe diforders continue, I will revenge on the 
*' magiftrates the crimes of the people ^ and you 

I 2 *VwiU 

(114) Tbif trihtfonhation 11 bot giveh 4k abfdlntely certain, but as 
extremely probable. See the Longncruana, torn. i. 1»* 1^4. 

(i3'5) A curiouB hWlory of the wor(hip of St. George, from the fixth 
centnry (wh«n he ivai already revered in Paletliac^ in Armenia^ atRone^ 
and at Treves in Gaul), itiigbt be extra£led from Dr. Ueylb (HiQorj of 
St. George, ad edition^ London 1633, in 410. pp. 429.), and the Bof- 
hhdii^t (A<S(. SS. Menf. April, torn. iii. p. 100—153.). His &me and 
{)opQlarity in Europe, and efpecially in England^ proceeded from the 
CrelMJes. 

(117). Julian. Epift; xliii. 
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. ' " will have rcafon to dread, not only confifca* 

I ** tion and exile, but fire and the fword." The 

f tumults of Alexandria were doubtlefs of a more 

bloody and dangerous nature : but a Chriftian 
bifhop had fallen by the hands of the Pagans ; 
and the public epiftle of Julian affords a very 
lively proof of the partial fpirit of his admi-» 
niftration. His reproaches to the citizens of Al- 
exandria are mingled wi^h expreffions of etteem 
and tendernefs; and he laments, that, on this 
occafion, they Ihould have departed from the 

g!ntle and generous manners which attefted their 
recian extradtion. He gravely cenfures the 
offence which they had committed againA the 
laws of jultice and humanity ; but he recapitu- 
lates, with vifible complacency, the intolerable 
provocations which they had fo long endured 
J&om the impious tyranny of George of Cappa- 
docia. Julian admits the principle, that a wife 
and vigorous government (hould chaftife the in- 
folefice of the people : yet, in confideration of 
their founder Alexander, and of Serapis their tu- 
telar deity, he grants a free and gracious pardon 
to the guilty city, for which he again feels the 
affedtion of a brother (i 28). 
fteftorttjon After tlic tumult of Alexandria had fubfided, 
of^Athina- /^thanafius, amidfl the public acclamations, feat- 
A.D. 3tfa, ed himfelf on the throne from whence his im* 
Februiryai.^Qj.^j^y competitor had been precipitated : and as 
the zeal of the archbifhop was tempered with 
difcretion, the exercife of his authority tended 
not to inflame, but to reconcile, the minds of 
•^ the people. His paftoral labours were not con* 
' fined to the narrow limits of Egypt. The ftate 

of 

(ia8) JoIUa. £pift« x. He tlloweJ his friends to afTaage hlsangec. 
Anunuui. «xii. i r. 
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of the Chriftian worl4' was prefent to his adtivc 
and capacious mind ; and the age, the merit, the 
reputation of Athanafius, enabled him to affume, 
in a moment of danger,- the office of Ecclefi- 
aftical Didtator (129). Three years were not 
yet elapfed fince the majority of the bifliops of 
the Weft had ignorantly, or reludlantly, fub- 
fcribed, the Confeffion of* Rimini. They re- 
pented, they believed, but they dreaded the 
unfeafonable rigour of their orthodox brethren ; 
and if their pride was ftronger than their faith, 
ihey might throw tbemfelves into the arms of 
jhe Arians, to efcapc the indignity of a public 
penance, which miift degrade them to the con- 
dition of ob/curje laymen. At the fame time, 
the domeftic differeiices concerning the union ancl 
diftindtion of the divine perfons were agitated 
with fome heat amoqg the Catholic dodtors ; 
and the progrefs .of th;.s naetaphyfical controver- 
fy feemed to threaten a public and lafting divi- 
fion of the Greek and Latin churches. By the 
wifdom of a feleft fynod, to which the name 
and prefence of Athanafius gave the authority of 
a general council, thebiljiops, who had unwarily 
deviated into error, were admitte4 to the com- 
munion of the church, on the eafy condition of 
fubfcribing the Nicene Creed ; without any for- 
naaj acknowledgment of their paft. fault, or ^ny 
minute definition of their fcholaftic opinions.^ 
The advice of the primate of Egypt had already 
prepared the clergy of Gaul and Spain, of Italy 
and Greece, for the reception of this falutary 
ineafure ; and, notwithftanding the oppofition 

<5f 

(129) See Athanaf. ad Rufin. torn. il. p. 40, 41 . *, and Greg. Nazjan^em 
Orat. iii. p. 395, 395, who juftly ftatcs the temperate zeal of the pti- 
fnate, as much more nacritorigu* than bU prayers, hi* faft», his perfe- 
ifutions, &c- 
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of fome ardent fpirits (130), the fear of the 
common enemy promoted the peace and harmo- 
ny of the Chriftians (131). 
HcUptrft. The Ikill and diligence of the primate of 
SpdicdTby Egypt had improved the feafon of tranquility^ 
juiMm. before it was interrupted by the hoftile edifts of 
Qaoberi3'.the emperor ( 1 32). Julian, who defj>ifed the 
Chriftians, honoured Athanafius with his fincere 
and peculiar hatred. For his fake alone, he 
introduced an arbitrary diftindtion, repugnant, 
at leaft to the fpirit, of his former declarations. 
fie maintained, that the Galildeans, whom he had 
Recalled from exile, were not reftored^ bjrthat 
general indulgence, to the poffeffiqn of their re- 
^edtive churches : and he expreffed his aftonifh- 
ment, that a criminal, who had been repeatedly 
condemned by the judgment of the emperors, 
ihould dare to infult the majefty of the laws, 
gnd infolently ufurp the archiepifcopal throne of 
Alexandria, without expecting the orders of ht$ 
fovereign. As a punifhment for the imaginary 
offence, he again baiufhed Athanafius from the 
city ; and he was pleafed to fuppofe, that this 
adt of juftice would be highly agreeable to his 
pioi;? fubje^s. The prefling folicitations of the 

people 

(130) I htTC not lafore to follow the bfim) ebftinacy of L«cifer «f 
C^tglum. 6«e1ui MJveatures iq TtUemont (Man. Ecdef. trai. vii. p. 
9p6.) ; and tkkry ham the cdoar of the namthre wittfib^ Ghangpt 
n$ the coofcflbr booomet a fchifnutic . 

(131) Aflbnrut eft huic fenteatis Occidem^ et, per tam ncceflariam 
conctKoni) Satanie fiiudhu muadiis ereptvt. The ikrely and aitfbl Dia- 
logs of Jefom j^gaiiift the Ludferi^ ((om. u. p. i3S?-S5') ochihtts an 
#i^iiial fi&nre of the ecclefiaftical policy of the timesl 

(13^) Till-moot, who foppofet that George was maffiicred in Angoft, 
crowdt the a^iooi f)f Athanafina into a narrow (pace (Mem. Eodcf. taas. 
' 'vuj. p. 360.). An original fragmentf publilhed hy the marquis M^i 
from the old Chapter-library of Verona (Oflenraikmi Litterarie, com. 
sii. p. Cp/^i') afforda many importiMit dates, which i|re aothenticatcd {ty 
the compvtatioa 9i Egyptian montbt. 
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people |Rk>9 convinced him, that the majority of 
tjie /Uf^x^^drians were Chriftiaijs | and that the 
greilteii part of the Chrii^ians were ifrmly at« 
Ucbed to the caufe of their op]:>re^ primate. 
But the l^nowledge of their fentiments, inftead 
of perfuadinghim to recall his decree, provoke^' 
him to extend to all Egypt the term of the exile of 
h tbanafius. The zeal pf the multitude rendere4 
Julian ftill more inexorable : he was alarmed by 
the danger of leaviqg at the head of a tumul^ 
tuous city, a during and popular leader $ and the 
language of his refentment difcovjefs the opinion 
wbch he entertai|:}ed of the courage and abilitie^ 
of Atbanafiutf. The execution of the fentence 
was ftill delayed, by the caution or negligence of 
Ecdidus, pr^fe^ of Esypt, who was at length 
awakeneid from his letnargy by a fevere repri- 
mand. ^^ Though yon neglect,-* fays Julian, tQ ^ 
^^ write to me on any other Tubjedk, at leaft it i$ 
*> your duty to inform me pf your condud to- 
f^ wards Athanaiius, the ei^emy of the gods. 
?' My intentions h^ye been long fince comma* 
y nicated to you. I fwear by the ereat Sei;apia^ 
^i that unlefs, on the calends or December, 
^^ iV^a|}afiusbas departed from Alexandria, nay 
** from Egypt, the officers of ;your government 
^^ (hall pay a Qne of one hundred pounds of 
i' gold. You know my tenmer ; t am flow to 
?• condemn, but I am ftill flower to forgive/* 
This epiftle was enforced by a ft)ort poftloipt, 
written with the qnperor's own band. *^ The 
^^ contempt that is mewn for all the ^ds fiUi 
y me with grief and indignation. There 11 
*ri nothing tlut I fliould fee, nothing that I fliould 
^* hear, with more pleafure, than the expulfiba 
f ^ of Athanaiius from all Egyjit. The abomi- 
^ nable wretch! Under niy reign, thebaptifm 
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^* of feveral Grecian ladies of the highcft rank 
*' has been the cfFedt of his pcrfccutions(i33)." 
The death of Athanafius was not exprefshf com- 
manded J but the praefedt of Egypt underftood, 
that it was fafer for him to exceed, than to neg- 
lect, the orders of an irritated mafter. The 
archbifliop prudently retired to the monafterie? 
of the Defert : eluded, with his ufual dexterity, 
the fnares of the enemy, and lived to triurnph 
over the afties of a prince, who, in words of 
formidable import, had declared his wifti that 
the whole venom of the Galilaean fchool werd 
contained in the fingle perfon of Athana- 
fius(i34). 
ZetUndim. I have endcavourcd faithfully to reprefcnt the 
fh^chrif^ the artful fyftem by which Julian propbfed to 
tians. obtain the effefts, withput incurring the guilt, 
or reproach, of perfecution. But if the deadly 
foirit of fahaticifm perverted the heart and un- 
derftanding of a virtuous prince,* it rhuft, at the 
fame time, be confeffed, that the real fufferings 
of the Chiriffians were inflamed and magnified 
by human paflioris rfnd religious enthufiafmJ 
The meeknefs dnd refigriatioA which had diftiil- 
guiftied the primitive difciples of the gofpel, was 
the objcdt of the applaufe, rather than of the 
imitation, 6f their fucceffors. The Ghriftians, 
who had now poHefled Jabove forty years the 

* ' ' . * civil 

♦ . i 

(133) Tof fiix^cu H troXfinTtv £XX»iJ«0$, tyr* c/m:/* ywrnxoi 
ttn txta-nfibitv fikitrfo'eu iwxtrSm* I have preTerved the' ambtguods 
lenfe of the laft word, the.ambigoity of a tyrant who wilhed to find, or 
tocn»^te, guilt: 

(134) The three Epiftles of Ju'ian, which explain his intentions and 
condu6t with regard to Athanafius, (hould be difpofed in the following 
chronological order, j|;xvi, x, vi. Sec JikewJfc Greg. Nazianzen, xxi. p. 
3P3. Soaomeo, 1. v. c. 15. Socrates, 1. iii. c. 14. Theodoret, L iii, 9, 
9. and Tilleniont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 361 — 368, whohas ufed 
feme materials prepared by the BoDandifts. 
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civil iand ecclefiaftical government of the em- 
pire, had contrafiked the infolent vices of proipe- 
rity (135), and the habit of believing, that the 
faints alone were entitled to reign over the earth. 
As foon as the enmity of Julian deprived the 
clergy of xhf privileges which had been con- 
ferred by the favour of Conftantine, they com- 
plained o^ the moft cruel oppreilion; and the 
free toleration of idolaters and heretics was a 
fubje<ft of grief and fcandal to the orthodox 
party (136). The afts of violence, which were 
no longer countenanced by thcmagiftrates, were 
ftill committed by the zeal of the people. At 
Peflinus, the altar of Cybele was overturned al- 
moit in the prefence of the emperor; and in 
the city of Casfarea in Cappadocia, the temple of 
Fortune, the fole place of worfhip which had 
been left to the Pagans, was deftroyed by the 
rage of a popular tumult. Qn thefe occauons^ 
a prince, who felt for the honour of the gods, 
was not difpofed to interrupt the courfe of juf- 
tice; and his niind was ftill more deeply ex- 
afperated, when he found, that the fanatics, 
who had deferyed and fufFered the punilhment 
of incendiaries, were rew^rde^ with the honour^ - 
of martyrdom (137): The Chriftian fubjefts of 
Julian were affured of the hoftile defigns of their 
fovereign; and, to their jealous apprchehfion, 
every circumftance of his government might af- 
ford 

(135) ScetbefVir confeflioo of Qrcgory (Qrat. iit. p. $i, 6^.), 

(136) Hear the furious and abfnrd complaint of Optatus (de Schifmat, 
Donatift . 1. ii. c. 1 6, 1 7. ). 

(137) Greg. Kaatanzen, 0)rat. til. p. pi. iv. p. 133. He praifes the 
rioters of Caefarea, rovrmf ot rc*f ^fy«A0^v«F ««i 4i^#t«9 Uf Ev~ 
9%0utcf» See Sozomen, I. v. 4. 1 1. Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. torn, vii* 
p. 649, 650 ) owns, that their bebaTioar was not, dans Tordre commiin $ 
but he is perfeai/ faUsfied, as the grdit St. Bafil always celebrated the 
feftival of ibcfjc blefl*ed martyrs. 
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ford fbme grounds of difcontent and CuCpicicn. 
In the ordinary ad'ininiibration of the laws, the 
Chriftians, who formed fo ifirge a part of the 
people, muft frequently be condemned: but 
their indulgent brethren, without' examiiung the 
merits of die caufe, prefutiied their innocence, 
allowed their claims, and imputed the feventy of 
theii judge to thepartial nialice of religious perr 
fecuiion (138). Tfcefe prefent hardfliips^ intole- 
rable as they might appear, were reprefented a$ 
a flight prelude of the inipending^ caiainities^ 
The Chriuians confidered Jujiian as a cruel and 
q-afty tyrant; who ifufpended the execution of 
his revenge, till he (hould return vidtorious from 
the Perfian war. They expefked, tWt as foo^ 
as he had triumphed pver the foreign enemies of 
{Lome, tie would lay ^fide the irkfome maik of 
diffimulation ; that the amphitheatres woulci 
ilream with the blood of hermits ^d biihops ; 
and diat the Cbriftians, who ftill perfevered in 
the i^ofeflion of the faith, would be deprived oi 
the common benefits of nature and fociety ( 1 39)^ 
Every calufnny (140) that could wound the re- 
putation of the Apoliate, was creduloufly cm- 
l^raced by the fears and hatred of his adverfa- 

pesj 

(>3S) J«K*ii detcnoi^ « ^w-fvit agtin^ the new Chriftii^ city i^ 
Maiumty the port of Gasa ; and h'n CeaXtncty thoji^h it might be im<* ^ 
puled to bigotry, wts never reverfed by bit fucceflbr*. Sozomen, I. v« c« 
3. Reland. Paleftin. torn. ii. p, 7^1 . 

(139) Gre^qry (Orat. iii. p. 93, 94y 95* Orat. iv. p, 114.) pre^nds t« 
fpeak from tbe information of Julian*! confidenu, whom Oiofiat (vii,' 
^Q,) could not have (Wv, 

(140) 6rfgory (Orat. iii. p. 91^.) chargei the ^poflate with fccret &- 
criScet of boys aiyd giirls \ and po^tively aSrma, that t^e de^ Mi^a 
were thrown intoi ih^ 6rontei. See Theodorct, L iii. c. t^» %%. ; and th^ 
cfpihrocal cand^nf of the Abbe d« U Bleteric, Vic de Jolten, p. ^S'* 3$*. 
-Yet cwump9rtuy malice ooald not impute to Julian th^ troopt of martyh^ 
more efpecially in the Wcif , which ^ronins fo greedily -rwallowt* «a4 
Tillcmoat fo faintly rejcJS^ (Mem. EodeC torn. vii. p. i29$-ri$i sO* 
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ries; and their indifcreet ciimours provdced 
the temper of a fovereign, whom it was their 
duty to refpedt, and their intereft to flatter. 
They ftill protefted, that prayers and tears were 
their only weapons againft the impious tyrant, 
whofe head they devoted to the jufiice of offend- 
ed Heaven. But they infinuated* with fuUea 
refolution, that th^ir fubmiffion was no longer 
the eflfedt of weaknefs; and that, in the imper* 
fe& Hate of human virtue, the patience, which 
is founded on principle, may ht exbaufted by 
perfecution. It is impoffible to determine how 
far the zeal of Julian would have prevailed over 
Ins good fenfe and humanity : but tf we iisrioufly 
refl^ on the ftrength and fpirit of the diurch, 
we (hall be convinced, that, before the emperor 
'could have extingttilhed the reG^i(»i of Cfarift, be 
muft have involved hjs country in the horrors q( 
a civil war (141). 

(141) The MfifMtkn vf Orvry M ^7 9Sfjm% (Ont ir. ^ i&5t 
i«4.), Y«t, when mi dBcer of Jnlkiii tttcpiptcd to ftise the choreic of 
KubDovf, hewoBldhtvcM his life, if be had Mt yidatd to the leel 
of the Inihop eod peepk (Ortt. w. ^ 3»9.). Soo the vAMm ^ 
Cbry1o(U»H « they aae alh^ Iqr TiiUaMptf (^lfID« ^R^^ lfpl^ viL ^ 

S75)- r 



C H A r. 



124 THE DECLINE 4ND FALL 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Refidence of JuJian at Antiocb — His fuccefsful Exfc^ 
dition again/i the Perfians. — Paffage of the Tigris. 
— The Retreat and Dfatb of Julian, — Ekaim of 
Jovian, — He fames the Roman Army by a difgrace^ 
Jul T'reaty. 

The Csefkrt 'T^ ^ ^ philofophical fablc which Julian com- 
«f Julian. J[ pofed under the name of the C -« s a r s ( i ), 
IS one of the moft agreeable and inftru6tive pro- . 
dudtions of ancient wit (2). During the freedom 
and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro- 
mulus prepared a feaft for the deities of Olym- 
pus, who had adopted him as a worthy affoci- 
ate, and for the Roman princes, who {lad reigUT 
^d over his martial people, and the vanquilhed 
nations of the earth. The immortals were placed 
in juft order on their thrones of ft ate, and the 
table of the Caefars was fpread below the Moon, 

(1) See this fable or fatire, p. 306 — 33d. of the Leipfig edition of Ja- 
lian*8 works. The French verfion of the learned Ezekiel Spanhein^ 
(Paris, 1683.) is coarfe, languid, and corre£^ ; and his notes, proofs, 
illuftrations, &c. are piled on each other till they formamafsof $$7 
cfofe^printed quarto pa^es« The Abbe de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien^ 
torn. i. p. 241*— 393.) has more happily exprefled the fpirit, as well a$ 
the fenfe, of the original, which he illuftrates with fome concife and curi- 
ous notes. 

(1) Spanheim (in his preface) has mod learnedly difcufled the etymolo-> 
gy, origin, refembiance, and difagreen>ent of the Greek ^/yr/, a drama, 
tic piecd, which was a£^ed after the tragedy ; and the Latin fatires (froo^ 
Saturajf a mifttUaneius compofition, either in profe or verfe. ^ut the 
Ccfarsof Julian are of fuch an original caft, that the critic is perplexed 
to which clafs he ihould afcribc them. 
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in the upper region of the air. The tyrants, 
who would have difgraced the fociety of gods 
and men, were thrown headlong^ by the inexo^ 
rable Nemcfis, into the Tartarean abyfs. The 
rctt of the Caefars fucccffively advanced to their 
feats; and, as they paiTed, the vices, the de- 
feds, the blemilhes of their refpedtive charadters, 
were cnaRcioufly noticed by old Silenus, a laugh- 
ing moralift, who difguifed the wifdom of d 
philofopher under the made of a Bacchanal (3). 
As foon as the feaft was ended, the voice of 
Mercury proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a 
x:cleftial crown fliould be the reward of fuperior 
merit. Julius Caefar, Auguftus, Trajan, and 
Marcus Antoninus, were feleded as the mod il* 
luftrious candidates; the effeminate Conftan- 
4ine(4) was not excluded from this honourable 
<:ompetition, and the great Alexander was in- 
vited to difpute the pri2e of glory with the Ro- 
man heroes. Each of the candidates was al- 
lowed to difplay the merit of his own exploits ; 
but, in the judgment of the gods, the modefl: 
filence of Marcus pleaded more powerfully than 
the elaborate orations of his haughty rivals. 
When the judges of this awful conteft proceed- . 
cd to examine the heart, and to fcrutinize the 
iprings of adio^i ; the fuperiority of the Impe- 
rial Stoic appeared ftill more decifive and con- 
spicuous (5;. Alexander and Ca^far, Auguftus, 

Trajan, 

(3) Thtsnyzedcbaraaer of Silenos is 00ely painted in the fixth edofue 
of Virgil. " 

(4) Every Impartial reader miift perceive and coodemn the partiality of 
Julian againft his uocle Conftantine, and the Chrittian religion. On thia 
occafton, the interpreters are compelled, by a more facred intereft, Co re* 
fiounce their allegiance, and to defert the caufe of their author. 

(5) Julian was fecretly inclined to prefer t Greek to a Roman. But 
vJiea he ferioufly compared a hero with « philosopher^ he wm' fenfible 

that 
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Traran, and Conftantine, acknowledged with a 
bliifii, that foroe, or powers or picafure, had 
betn the important obied of Abnir labours : but 
the gods themfelves beneld, with reveretice and 
l0ye, a vktuotis mortal, who had pra^tifed on 
the throne the kflbns of philofophy ; and who, 
in a ftate of buman impofeflioni) had afpired 
to imitate the moral attributes q£ the Deity. 
The value of this agreeable ton>pofition (the 
Csiars of juliati) is eMmced \^ the rank of the 
author. A prince, who delineates with freedom 
the Vices and virtues of his J^edeceflcurs, fub- 
fcribes, in every line, the cenftire or approbati- 
oa of his o^n conduct. 
HereToivci Iti the cool motlieats of vtiSeftion, Juiian 
»»»"ch pr^erred the ufeful arid benevolefit virtues <rf 
pTr'^s, Antoninus : but his ambhious ipirit was iDflamed 
A. D. 35». fey the gl<My of Aleiander ; and he fcJicitcd^ 
wftli eiqual ardour, the efteem of the wift^ and 
the applaiife of the multitude. In the fQa&>fi 
of life^ when the powers of the mind and body 
enjoy the mdl aftivfe vigour, the emperor, who 
was inftru£ted by the estperienoe, and animated 
by the fuccefs, of the German war, refolved to 
fignalize his reign by fome more fplendid and 
4nemorable atchievtment. The ambaifadors c^ 
the Eaft, from the continent c^ India, and the 
ifle <tf Ceylon (6), had refpeftfully falutcd the 

Roman 

ibat intnktnd had mucl^ greater obligations to Socrates than to Alexander 
(Orat. ad Tbemiftiunit p. t64.)i 

(ff) Inde nationibas Indicia certatim cutn dontt optimates niitte&tlhut 
. • . ab uHiue Divii et Serendmt, Ammitn. xs. 7. This iBaadf. to 
'Irbith'lhe names of Taprobana, Serendib, and Cejkm^ have been fac- 
Cft'ifitety applied, mamfefts how ioiperfc^^Iy the leas and lands^ to the ealt 
tif capfcComorin, were, known to the Romans, i; Under the re^ of 
Claudius, a freedman, who fatioed the cnftoms of the Red Sea, was acci«> 
'tetiUy dtl^ln hj the winds upon: this ftrat^ and «adi&o?ered coaft : he 

converged 
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E^oman purple (7). The natioits bf the Weft 
cfteemed md dreaded the pcrfonal virtdes of 
.|ufiah; both m peace arid war: He dcfpifed 
the trbphieS of a Gothic vidory (8>, and was fa- 
lisflcd thiat the rapacibtrs Bar barians of the Da- 
nube would be reftrairied from any future vio- 
lation of the faith of treaties, by the terror of 
his name, aiid thfe addftioflal fortificationsj, with 
which he ftrcrigthched the Thradari and Illyriart 
frontiers. The fiicceffor of Cyrus atid- Artax- 
Prices Wails the iJnly rival whom he d^med Worthy 
bf his arms; and he rcfolvcd, by the final con- 
tjueft of Perfla, to chaftife the hau^ty nation; 
which had (6 loilg refifted arid infulted the ma- 
jcfty of Rome (9). As fbon as the Perfjan mo- 
narch was infchrmed that the throne of Conftari- 
tius was filled by a fJrince bf a very different 
charadter^ he cpndefcended to tiiikt fome art- 
ful^ or perhaps fincere, overtures^ towards a rie- 
gbciation of peace. Rut the pride of Sapor wdS 
aftoiiiijiedby thefirmnefs of Julian j ^hoftcrti- 
ly declared^ that tie would never ct)nfen(t to hold 

a peiaceftil 

«onVericd iix tnoathi with fbe ttatW^; knd tifke king of Ceyfeii, who 
heard, for the firft time, o^ the power and jufliee of Rome, Vm per* 
fuMdtd to ibnd ain eitibalTy to the emperor (Plin. Hift. Uzt. yi. 24.}. i» 
The geographers (and even Ptolemy) have magnilied^ t^ve fifteen tiraea, 
the real fiteof thia new world, which they extended 4a far at CheequatOfy 
iod the neigfabtfttrhood of China. 

(y) Thefe embaflies bad been feat to Cobftantiut. Ai6miaiiiM» who 
unwarily deviatea into grofs flattery, mult have forgotten the feogth of 
thfe way, and the (bort duration of theVelgn of Julian. 

(8) Gotlfoa flepe fiTllacea et perfidosj' hoftea querere ft meliorea aiebatt. 
lUia cnim fafltcere mercatorea Galttas per ({uoa ubi^e fij^e cohditionia dtf* 
erimine venuifndtf&tur. Within Irfa'tbaii lifteen yeara, theft ObUuciliVM 
tbreateiied and lubdued'thdirnftftete. 

(jO Alexander reminda his rival Ccftr, "who depitdat^ t&eftme %hJ 
merit of an Afiatic viCibry^ that Crallus and Antony had ftlt the ^r6aa 
Arrows ; amf that the Romans, in a War of three tiundred yeart, liad not 
^et fobd&ed the fitigjle proving of AieibpbbfiAta 6r lMyHal(C«ftf^^|C 
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a peaceful conference among the flames and 
ruins of the cities of Mefopotamia ; and who 
added, with a fmile of contempt, that it was 
needlefs to treat by ambaiTadors, as he himfelf 
had determined to vifit fpeedily the court of 
Pcrfia. The impatience of the emperor urged 
the diligence of tnc military preparations. The 
generals were named ; a forrnidable army was 
deftined for this important fervice ; and Julian, 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro- 
virtces of Afia Minor, arrived at Antioch about 
ei^ht months after the death of his predeceflbr. 
His ardent delire to march into the heart of 
Perfia, was checked by the indifpenfible duty of 
regulating the ftate of the empire ; by his zeal to 
revive the worfliip of the gods ; and by the ad- 
vice of his wifeft friends; who reprefented the 
necefliity of allowing the falutary interval of 
jniua pro- wintcr-quarters, to reftore, the exhaufted ftrength 
ceedsfrocn of the legious of Gaul, and the difcipline and 
STi^Sr^fpirit of the Eattcrn troops. Julian was per- 
tioch, fuaded to fix, till the ^nfuing Spring, his reft- 
Auguft. dgnce at Antioch, among a people malicioufly 
difpofed to deride the hafte, and to ccnfure the 
delays, of their fovereign(io). 
Licentioiiii ^^ JuHau had flattered himfelf, that his per- 
nuoners of fonal cQ!inedtion with the capital of the Eaft 
J^t^.**"*^ would be produdlive of miitual fatisfadion to 
the prince and people, he made a very falfe efti- 
mate of his own chara6ter, and of the manners 
of Antioch (ii). The warmth of the climate 

difpofed 

(lo) The dcfign of the PerlUa wtr is decltred bj AmroUnus (xxii. 7. 
11.), Libaoius (Orat. Parent, c. 79, 80. p. 305, 306.), Zozimus (L iil p. 
I$8.)* and8ocratetj(I. iii. c. 19.). 

, (i I ) The Satire of Juliaoy^aod the Hoix^ilies of St. Chryfoftotn, exhibit 
the fame pi6lure of Antioch. The miniature which the Abbe de U Blet* 
terie hai C9pied from thcocc (Vte de Juliea, p. 331.) ia degaot wad cor- 
refli. • 
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difpofed the natives to the moft intemperate en- 
joyment of tranquility and opulence ; and the 
lively licentioufnefs of the Greeks was blended ' 
with the hereditary foftnefs of the Syrians." 
Fafliion was the only law, jpleafure the only pur- ^ 
fuit, and the fplendour of drefs and furniture 
was the only diltinftion of the citizens of Anti- ' 
och. The arts of luxury were honoured ; the 
ferious and manly virtues were the fubjedt of rl-' 
dicule ; and the contempt for female modefty^^ 
and reverent age, announced the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the, capital of the Eaft. The love of 
fpedtacles was the tafte, or rather the pafEoh^ of 
the Syrians : the moft (kilful artifts were pro-' 
cured from the adjacent cities (12) ; a confider- 
able (hare of the revenue was devoted to Xht'. 
public amufements ; and the magnificence of the' 
games of the theatre and circus was cpnfidercli 
as the happinefs, and as the glory, of A ntioch J* 
Theruftic manners of a prince who difdained' 
fuch glory, and was infenfible of fuch happi-| 
nefs, foon difgufted the delicacy of his fubjeds j^ 
and the effeminate Orientals could neither imi- 
tate, nor admire, the fevere fimpKcity wbidh 
Julian always maintained, and fometimes afJFedt^r 
ed. The days of feftivity, confecrated, by ari-^ 
cieiit cuftom, to 1 the honour of the gods, were 
the only occafions in which Julian relaxed his . 
philofophic feverity ; and thole feftivals were the . 
only days in which the Syrians of Antioch could ' 
rejed the alluremients of pleafure. The majority , 
of the people fupported the glory of the Chrifti* 
an name, which had been firft invented by their 
Vol. IV. K anceftors ' 

(11] Lftodicea furniihed charioteers; Tyre lad Betyttts, cooaed&ttii; 
Csfarea^ pantomimes 4 Heliopolis, fingers | Gaza, gladiators ; Afcalpa, , 
vrreftlers ; and Caftabala, rope-dancers. See tbe Expofitio totiu^ Mttodi* 
f . 6. in tbe third tome of Hudfoa's Mioof Ceographers^ 
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anceftors (13): they contented themfelves with 
difobcying the moral precepts, but they were 
fcrupuloiifly attached to the fpeculative doftrines 
, of their reHgfon. The church of Antioch was 
djftraited by hercfy and fchifm ; but the Arians 
and the Athanafiaris,. the followers of Mcletius 
and thofe of Paunnus (14), were actuated by the 
fame pious hatred of their cpmmon adverfary . 
Their aver- If He ftrongeft prejudice was entertained againft 
fionto joii- ^i^g charafter of an apoftate, the enemv and fuc- 
ecffor of a prince who had engaged the affe€ti- . 
oiiis of a very numerous feft; and the removal 
of St. Babylas excited an implacable oppofitioa 
to. the perfon of Julian. . His fulgefts complain- 
ed witti fuperftitious indignation, that famine 
had purfued the eraperor*s fteps from Conftanti- 
lipple to Antioch ; and the drfcontent of a hun-' 
gry people was exafperated by the injiidtcious 
scareityof aftempt to relieve tteir ^iftrefs. The inclemen7 
command qj of thc (eafori had affe^ed thc!harye(ts of 
wni«u^' Syria ; and the price qf- bread (15)-, in tlie niar-' 

';', ; " , /"•'••' ^ ^^^^ 

Tbe people of Aolioch iiM(enioiifl^ profefl«d .t^eir.|i|t«chm«nt to. %ht Ci?f 
(C|wiA);Wtd the Ka^ (Coo^ntiut). Jeli*»» ir» Mifopogon, p. 537. 

(14) The fchifm of Antioobt which lifted eighty-five years (A. D. 
330-^415.), was iri?arae(f, whjlc Jjilian refidcd wltHtit city, by the in- 
d^i^t -ordination of -Patilipuis. See TilUmeni. Mtoi.-Etdef. torn. ~<^if. 
p^toS- of the quvtQedUton fFaris^ I7Qi( d(C.), vhkh faeocefcirward I- 
ih^Uquotc. 

*('$) J***'*" fta!eft -.three different proportions of fivp, ten, or fifteen 
meiii of whe.it, for one piece of gold^ according to the degrees of plenty 
ami fcaiicity (in Mifopogon, p. 569.)* ^rom this ffidh, and from Ibme.cdt*^ 
)a«erai'exafi^)Us, I x^nciiide, that omkr the fi^tjort of CwHlaAti«e^^ 
tt>^ moderate price of wheat was about thirty-two (Iiiliinga the Engliili 
quarter, which is equal to the average price of the fixty-four firll years 
of the prcfent century. Sec Arbuthnot*8 Tablei of Coins, Weights, and 
MHfures, p. «8, 89. Pfin. Mift. Natur. xviii. 12. Mem', de I* Academic 
dc9 lafcfiptions, torn, ncviii. p. 718—711. Smith's Iiiquiry into the Na-' 
tuk^ and Canfes of the Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. «4(J, • This Jafl I am 
proud to quote, as ^t work of a ftge and a fneadl 
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ketg of AntToch, had naturally rifeiT in piopop- 
tiori to the fcarcity of corn. But the fair and 
rcafbnablc proportion was foon viokted by the 
rapacious arts of monopoly. lit this unequal 
conteft, in which the- produce of the land is 
claimed by one party, as his exciudve property ; 
is ufed by another as a lucrative obje6\s oF trad-^; 
and is required by a third, f3r the daily and ne- 
cefl^ry fupport of life ; all tlic {>rofits of the in- 
termediate agpnts are accumulated on the- head 
of the defencclefs conftimers. The har<Khips of 
their frtuation were exaggerated and encreafed 
by theiir own impatience and amtiety ; and tfie 
appreJienfion of a fcarcity gradually produced 
the appearances* of a feimtne-. When- the lu-xu*. 
riant citizens of Antfoch complained of the- high 
price of poultry and fiffi, Julian pubKckJy de- 
clared, that a frugal' city ought to be fatisfied 
with a regufer fupply of wine, oil, and bread; 
but. he acknowledged that it wate the duty of a 
foverergn to provide for the fuWiftence of his 
people. With this falutary view, the emperor 
venrared on a dangerous and doubtful ftep, of 
fixing,, by legal authority, the value of corn. 
He enafted, that in a time of fcarcity, it (hould 
be. fold at a price which had fcldom been known 
in the moft plentiful years ;. and that his own 
example mi8;Kt ftpcngthen his laws, he fent into 
the market four hundred and twenty-two thou^ 
fznd tnadii, ormearfurts, which were drawn-, by 
his* order, from the granaries of Hicrapolis, of 
Chalcis, and even of Egypt. The confequences 
might have been forefeen, and' were foon felt. 
The toperial wheat waft purchai^ by the rich 
Bi^fdiants: the proprietors: of land, or of corn^ 
withheld from the city the accuftxjmed fiipply ; 
and the fmall quantities, that appealed in the marr 
K 2, kct, 
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ket, were fccretly fd ' , 

gal price. Julian fll 

own policy, treated! 

pie ar^ijrain and u^ 

vinced AntiQch, th^ /^ 

nacy, thoug!f-not 

Gallus (i6). The rspis^s 

cipal fenate ferved c 

ble mind. He wa qjwnniaiaropaeBiapFOSjottffiiooa 

truth, that the fenat 
lands, or were com 
felves contributed tc 

try ; and he imput «yoq in paii3sai nooj sup dadx 

which they affumed 
duty, but of privat 

confifting of two imnared ot the moft noble 
and wealthy citizens, were fent, under a guard, 
from the palace to the prifon ; and though they 
were permitted, before the clofe of evening, to 
return to their refpcdlive houfes (17), the empe- 
ror himfelf could not obtain the forgivenefs which 
he had fo eafily granted. The fame grievances 
were ftill the fubjedt of the fame complaints, 
which were induftrioufly circulated by the wit 
and levity of the Syrian Greeks. During the 
licentious days of the Saturnalia, the ftreets of 
the city refounded with infolent fongs, which 
derided the laws, the religion, the perfonal con- 
duit, and even the beard of the emperor; and 
the fpirit of Antioch was manifefted by the con- 
nivance 

(16) Kunqnam t propofito dedinal^at, G»Ili rimilis fratris, licet incru- 
enttts. Ammian. xxiL 1 4* The ignorance of the moft enlightened princes 
may claim fome excufe ; but we cannot be ffttisfied with Julian's own 
defence (in MiropogoQ, p. 3^8, 369), or the ejabortte apology of Libaniin 
(Orat. Parental, c. xcvli. p. 321.). •■- 

(17) Their (hort and cafy confinement is gently torched by Libaaius 
(Orat. Parental, c. xcviii.p. 3za| 323.}, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 133 

niv&nce of the magiftrates, and the applaufe of 
the multitude (18). The difciple or Socrates 
was too deeply afFedted by thefe popular infults ; 
but the monarch, endowed with quick ienfibili- 
ty, and pofleffed of abfolute power, refufed his 
paffions the gratification of revenge. A tyrant 
might have profcribed, without diftinftion, the 
lives and fortunes of the citizens of Antioch ; 
and the unwarlike Syrians mud have patiently 
fubmitted to the luft, the rapacioufnefs, and the 
cruelty of the faithful legions of Gaul. A mild- 
«r fentence might have deprived the eapital of 
the Eall of its honours and privileges ; and the 
courtiers, perhaps the fubjedts, of Julian, would 
have applauded an adt of juitice, which affert- 
ed the dignity of the fuprcme magiftrate of the 
republic (19). Butinftead of abuung, or exert- 
ing, the authority of the ftate, to revenge his 
perfonal injuries, Julian contented himfelf withJ'^wn ««- 
an inofFenfive mode of retaliation, which itJ^^laftAo^ 
would be in the power of few princes to employ.****^ 
He had been infulted by fatires and libels ; in his 
turn he compofed, under the title of the Enemjf 
cf the Beard^ an ironical confeilion of his own 
faults, and a fevere fatire of the licentious and 
effeminate manners of Antioch. The Imperial 
reply was publicly expofed before the gates of 
the palace i and the Misopooon (20) ftill re- 
mains 

( J 8) Libtniuf (ad AnUocbenot dc Inpentorit in, c. 17, i8| i^ in Ft* 
bricii|3, Bibliot. Grsec. torn. vii. p. Sfti— •aij), like t fkilful advocate^ 
cenfures the fo!ly of the people, who fuffered for the crime of a few oh- 
iGore aad drunken wretches. 

(19) Libanint (ad Antiochen. c. vii. p. fti3.) reminds Antioch of the 
i«cent chaftitemeot of Ccfarea : and even Jolian (in Mifepofon, p. 3$$.> 
infinuates how feverely Tarentum had expiated the bfiilt to the Rooaan 
ambai&ulors. t 

(ao) On the fobjea cf the Milopfigonf fee Ammianus (zxil 14.), Li* 
banius (Orat. Parentalis, c. xciz. p. 313 \ Gttgprj Naaianseo (Out. Iv* 

P «5V) 
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inains « fingular monufrient of rtic rcfentwtnt, 
tbe wit, the humanity, and and the indifcrctfen 
cf Julian. Though he affedied to iaugh, he 
could not forgive (zi). His conDcm^t was ex- 
p?e(red, and nis revenge might be gratified, by 
the nomination of a governor (22) worthy only 
of fuch fubjeiSks : and the emperor, for ever re- 
nouncing the ungrateful city, proclaimed his re- 
folutionto pafs the enfuing winter at Tarfus in 
Clicia (23). 

Yet Antioch poffeffed one citizen, whofe ge- 
nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of 
Julian, for the vice and folly of his country. 
Thefophift The fophift Libanius was born in the capital of 
kjaJV^^^ Eaft ; he publicly profefled the arts of rhe- 
39o>««« toricand declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, Gon- 
ftantinople, Athens, and, during the remainder 
of his life, at Antioch. His fdiool was affidu* 
oufly frequented by the Grecian youth ; his dif- 
ciples, who fometimes exceeded the number of 
eighty, celebrated their incomparable matter ; 
and the jealoufy of his rivals, w^io pcrfecuted 
bim from one city to another, confirnied the fa- 
vourable 

f- H3)» "^n^ thc-Chronicleof AntV*, by John Mtkft, (torn. ii. p. 15^ 
t^O* I h*ve clfentHkl abligations to the traniUtioo and aotts of tb« AI>biQ 
dela Blcterie (Vie de Jovicn, torn. ji. p. i — 138.).^ 

(21) AmmUnus very juflly rcniMks, Coaftus difiim»larc pro tempore 
ka (uffltbatur interna. The elaborate irony of Julian at length burfls 
forth into ferious and dire£l invedVive. 

(aa) Ipfeautcm Antioehiam ^greflTuros, H«liopol»ten <i«end»m Alex- 
»ndrvni Sypiace jttr}rdi€li«ni -praefceit turbatentum et (ttvnm ; dtceb»tqtie 
noa Ulom fiMruiie, fed Antiocbenfibtis «varii cjt oontiimeliofis hujufbiodt 
judicem oonveniie. Ammian« xxiii. %. Libanio« (Epift. 7 Aft. p. 346, 
j47.)» who confeflet to Julian hioiielf, that he bad ft^artd the general 
difconten^ pretends that Afeniander vfatzn uftffal^ though harfh^ reform- 
«r of the mamieraand reUgion cf AiHiooh. 

(23) Julian, in Mifopogon, p. 364. Ammiad. xxili. ii. tnd Valefwis a4 
loc. i,it«niu«, in a prvfefftd nr9tioo> iftvttes him to return to his loya^ 
and peaitfnt city of Apti^ch. 
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▼ourable opinion whi<;h Ubtoiius oiknutioufljf 
difplayed df his fupcrior merit;. / The prapceptorf 
cf Julian had extorted 9^ raAi but folemn aflu-r 
ranee, that he would never attend the lectures of 
their adverfary : the curiofity of the royal youth 
was checked and inflamed : he fecretly procijrc4 
the writings of this dangerous fophill, andgra-* 
dually furpafled^ in the perfoi?: imitation of hi^ 
iiyJe, the moft laborious of his domeftic pu^ 
pils (24). When J[ulian afcended the throne, 
he declared his impatience to embrace and reward 
the Syrian fopbift, who had preferved, in a de- 
generate age, the Grecian purity of taAe, of 
manners, and of religion. The croperor*s pre- 
pofleflion was ehcreafed and juftified by the dif-* 
creet pride of his favourite. Inftcad of preflingji 
with the forcmoft of the crowd, into the j>alace 
of ConftantinopW, Libanius calmly expe<fted hi$ 
arrival at Antioch ; withdrew from his court on 
the firft fymptoras of coldnefs and indifference j 
required a formal invitation for each viiit ; and 
taught his fovereign an important lefTon, that he 
might command the obedience of a fubjedt, but 
that he muft defcrve the attachment of a friend. 
The fophifts of every age, defpifing, or affect- 
ing to defpife, the accidental diuiniaions of 
birth and fortune (155), referve their eileem for 
the fuperior qualities of the mind, with which 
they themfelves are fo plentifully endowed. Ju- 
lian might difdain the acclamations of a venal 
court, who adored the Imperial purple 5 but he 

was 

(14) LibaniuB, Qrat. Parent, c. v»i. p. a jo, %$i. 

(25) Eufupios reports, that Ubanios refufed the kftnorary rank ' of 
?rctorian prsefea, at left Uhiflrioiic ifaan tb6 title of Sof>hift (ia Vit. 
Sophill. p. 135.) The critics have obfjerved a. fimilar fentimeni in oae oC 
the epidles (xyiii. edit. Wolf.) of Libanius himfelf. 
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was deeply flattered by the praife, tire admom'^ 
tion, the freedom, and the envy of kn inde- 
pendent philofopher, who refufed his favours, 
loved his perfon, celebrated his fame, and pro- 
tected his memory. The voluminous writings 
of Libanius ftill cxift ; for the moft part, they 
are the vain and idle compofitions of an orator, 
who cultivated the fcicnce of words ; the pro- 
dudtions of a reclufc ftudent^ whofe mind, rc- 
gardlefs of his contemporaries, was inceflantly 
fixed on the Trojan war, and the Athenian com- 
jnonweahh. Yet the fophift of Antioch fome- 
times dcfcended from this imaginary elevation ; 
he entertained a various and elaborate corrcf- 
pondcnce(26) ; he praifed the virtues of his own 
times ; he boldly arraigned the abufes of public 
iand private life \ and be eloquently pleaded the 
caufe of Antioch againft the juft refcntment of 
Julian and Theodolius. It is the common ca- 
lamity of old age (27), to lofe whatever might 
have rendered it defirable ; but Libanius expe^ 
rienced the peculiar misfortune of furviving the 
religion and the fciences, to which he had confe- 
crated his genius. The friend of Julian was an 
indignant fpedtator of the triumph of Chrif- 
tianity ; and his bigotry, which darkened the 
j[)rofpe4"t of the yifible worI4, did not infpire Li* 

baniud 

(t^ Ketr two thonftnd of his letters, t mode of coinpoiition id whicl^ 
Libanius wm (hopgbt to ^cel^ are (lill extant, and already publifhed. 
The critics may praife ibeir fubtle and elegant brevity ; yet Dr. Bentley 
(Diflertation upon Phal^rit, p. 487.) might juftly, tbqugfa qoaintly, 
obferve, that *^ you feel by the emptinefs and deadnefs of them, that yoa 
** con<rerfe with |bme dreaming pedant, with his tibow on his delk." 

(zy) His birth is afligned to the year 314. He mentions the feventy- 
fixth year of his age (A« D. ^$o.)f tad'feci^s to aljude to fya^c cvenu c^ 
amUlaterfUU. 
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baaius with any lively hopes of celcftial glory and 
happincfs (28). 

The martial impatience of Julian urged himi^^rdiofjtt. 
to take the field in the beginning of the fpring ;'*"«« »*ie 
and he difmiifed, with contempt and reproach, a^d!!!^!*, 
the fenate of Antioch, who accompanied the March 5. 
emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 
to which he was refolved never to return. After 
a laborious march of two days (29), he halted on 
the third, at Berxa, or Aleppo, where he had 
the mortification of finding a fenate almoft en- 
tirely Chriftian ; who received with told and for- 
mal demonflrations of refpe£t, the eloquent fer- 
mbn of the apoftle of paganifm. The fon of 
one of the moft illuftfious citizens of Bera^, 
who bad embraced, either from intereft or con- 
fciencc, the religion of the emperor, was difin- 
faerited by his angry parent. The father and 
the fon were invited to the Imperial table, Ju- 
lian, placing himfelf between them, attempted, 
without fuccefs, to inculcate the leflbn and ex- 
ample of toleration > fupported, with affected 
calmnefs, the indifcreet zeal of the aged Chris- 
tian, who feemed to forget the fentiments of 
nature, and the duty of a fubjcdt | and, at 

length 

(a 8) Ltb«nia8 btt conpoTtd the viin, prolix, but oiriout narrative el 
ki« own life (torn. ii. p. 2—S4. edit. Morell.}« of which Eunepine 
(p. 1 30 -> 1 35.) bet left econcifeaod Qofavourable account. AmonS 
the moderns, Tiilemont (Hilt, des EtnpertorSy tons. iv. p. 571 — ST^K 
Fabricias (Bibliot. Orcc. tom. yii, p. 378— 4i4*)9 ^^ Lardner (Hea- 
then Tcftimontet, torn. iv. p. 127—1(3.), have illuftratcd tbecharader 
aad writings uf this famous fophift. 

(ip) From Antioch to Liurbe, on the territory of QmIcis, the roid« 
ever hills and throogh iDorailcs, was extremely bad ; and the loofe donee 
were cemented only with fand (Julian, epift. xxvii.) It is fmgular 
enough, that the Romans diouid have negle€^ed the great communication 
between Antioch and the Euphrates. See WefTeling. Itinerar. p. i^p« 
Bergier, HiA- 4^* Orao^s Chcpiins^ toip. ii. p. I09» 
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length turning towards the diBiaed youtfc; 
** Since you have loft a father/* iaid te, '^ for 
^^ my fake, it is tncunvbenton me tofupply his 
** place (jo)." The emperor was received in a 
manna: mtich n^re agreeable to his wifhes at 
Batnae, a fmall town pieman tiy feated in a grove 
of cyprefles, about twenty miles from the city of 
Hiaapolis. The foicmn rires of Sacrifice were 
decently prepared by the inhai^iiants of Batn^^ 
who Teemed attached to the worlhip of their tu- 
telar deities^ Apollo and Jupiter ; but the ferious 
piety of Julian was offeiKlcd by the tumult of 
their applaufej; and be too clearly difceroed, that 
the fmoke which arofe from their altars, was the 
inoenie of flattery, rather than of devotion. 
The ancient and magnificent temple, which had 
fan£trfied, for fo many aces, the city of Hiera- 
polls (31), no longer fubufted ; and the confe- 
crated wealfh, which afforded a liberal mainte- 
xiance to more than three hundred priefts, might 
haften its downfall. Yet Julian enjoyed the fa« 
lisfa£tion of embracing a phiJofopbcr and a friend^ 
whofe religious firmnefs had withftoodjthe prcf-: 
fifigand repeated folicitations of Conilamius.and 
Gallus, as often as thofe princes lodged at his 
houfe, in their paffage through Hierapolis. In 
the hurry of military preparation, and the care- 
lefs confidence of a familiar correfpondence, the 
zeal of Julian appears to have been lively and 
ainiform. He bad now luidertaken an important 

and 

(30) JuKan aHudest© thil incident (epift.3txTii.), which w more dt- 
ftinaiy related by Theodoret (1. iii. c. si2.). The intolerant fpirit of the 
father \t applauded by Tillemont (Htlt des Empereura, torn. iv. p. 554. )» 
%ad even by La Bieterie (Vie de J alien, p. 41' 3). 

(31) Seethe curious treat ife de DeS SyriS, in ferted among thewortn 
rf Luctan (lom. iii. p. 451 — 490. edit. Reitz.). The fmgular appelktion 
of Nintuvetus (Ammian. xiv. 8.) nilght induce a fafpicion, that H«era* 
foUli bad been the royal feat of the A^yrivM. 
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and difficult war ; and the attxioty of tbe eveitt 
rendered him fiill more attentive to obGerve and 
regifter the moft trifting prefages, from whidi^ 
according to the rutes c? divination, any know- 
ledge of futurity could be deriv^ (32). He 
informed Libanius of his progrefs as far as Hie^ 
rapolis, by an elegant epiftle (33), which dif- 
plays the facility of his ^nius, and his tender 
friendfhip for the fophiit of Antioch. 

Hterapoiis, fituate almoilon the banks of theHi«den|o«r 
Euphrates (34), had been appointed for thege-»"^^ 
neral rendezvous of the Roman troops, who im* ^ 
mediately pafled the great river on a bridge of 
4x}atS9 whtdi was previoufly ' conftru£ted (35). 
If the inclinations of Jolian had been fimilar to 
thofe of his predeoeflbr^ he might have wafted 
the a£tive and inqx>rtant ieafon of the year in the 
circus of Samofata, or m the churches of EdefTa. 
But as the warlike emperor, inflead of Conflan- 
tius, had chofen Alexander for his model, he 
advanced without delay to Canhs (36), a very 
ancient city of Mefopotamia, at the diftance of 
fourfcore miles from Hierapolis. The temple of 

the 

(31) Julian (cpift. xxviii.) kept s wgoUrsococMit «f «11 the fMtmitte 
oroent ; but he fuppreflct the IntiirpiQioiu figm, whioh AxnmUaoi 
(xxiii. 2.) hai carefully recorded. 

(33) Julian, «pi(L xxrii. p. 3f99*-4ol. 

(34) 1 t*k« t*>« earlitft opportunky «f sckoowtodgmg my obKgilioiii tb 
M d'Anville, for hia recent .gepgraphy of the Euphrates and Tigris [P^tUf 
1780, in 4ta), which particularly illuftrates the expedition of Julian. 

(35) There are three paflkgca whhin a few miles of each other 5 f . 
Zeogma, celebrated fay the artcienta; ». Bir, freqneoied by tbe naodcrm ; 
ftod, 3. The brkige of Menbigi, or Hierapoiis, at the diftance of four 
parafangs from the city. 

<35) Haran, or C^rriMi, was the «eleiit ftfidenCe «f the Sabvtns 
and of Abraham. See the ladM Qeogri^ew of Sehuhens (ad caiceni 
Vir. Saladin.) a work from wh'ick I have ^t«i«Qd miKh Oriental know^ 
ledge, concerning the aocient and modern geography of Syria and thA 
adjacent couiurici. 
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the Moon attracted the devotion of Julian ; but 
the halt of a few days was principally employed 
in completing the immenfe preparatbns of the 
Perfian war. The fecrct of the expedition had 
hitherto remain^ in his own breaft ; but as 
Carrha is* the point of feparation of the two 
great roads, he could no longer conceal, whether 
it was his defign to attack the dominions of Sa- 

g3r on the fide of the Tigris, or on that of the 
uphrates. The emperor detached an army of 
thirty thoufand men, under the command of his 
kinfman Procopius, and of Sebaftian, who had 
been duke of Egypt- They were ordered to 
dircft their march towards Nifibis, and to fecure 
the frontier from thedefultory incurfions of the 
enemy, before they attempted the paiTage of the 
Tigris. Their fubfequent operations were left 
to the difcretion of the generals ; but Julian ex- 
pefted, that after wafting with fire and fword the 
fertile diftridls of Media and Adiabene, they 
might arrive under the walls of Ctefiphon about 
the fame time, that he himfelf, advancing with 
equal fteps along thq banks of the Euphrates, 
Ihould befiege the capital of the Perfian rtio- 
DV-ir<«i«i narcliy . The fuccefs of this well-concerted plan 
«f the king depended, in a great rrteafure, on the powerful 
«f Afmcma.^j^^ ready afliftance of the king of Armenia, 
who, without expofingthe fafety of his own do- 
minions, might detach an army of four thou- 
fand horfc, and twenty thoufand foot, to the 
affiftance of the Romans (37). But the feeble 
Arfaces Tiranus (58), king of Armenia, had 

degenerated 

. (37) See XenophoB. Cyreptt^. ). iii. p. 189. edit. Hutchinfon. Ar- 
ttvafdes might have fnpptied M«rc Antony with i5,ooo horfe, armed and 
difciplinsd after the Parthian nnanner (Plutarch, in M. Antonio, torn. v. 

(j8) Mofes of Chorene (Hill. Armeniac. 1. iii. c. 11. p. 24l.)£xes his 
ncccffion (A. D. 354.) totbt 17th yev of Conftantiys. 
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degenerated ftill more (hamefully than his father 
Chofroes, from the manly virtues of the great 
Tiridates ; and as the puiiilanimous monarch was 
averfe to any enterprize of danger and glory, ha 
could difguife his timid indolence by the more 
decent excufes of religion and gratitude. He 
exprefied a pious attachment to the memory of 
Conftantius, from whofe hands he had received 
in marriage Olympias, the daughter of the pr«- 
fe£t Ablavius ; and the alliance of a female, who 
had been educated as the deftined wife of the 
emperor Conftans, exalted the dignity of a Bar- 
barian king (39). Tiranils profeffcd the Cbriftian 
religion ; be reigned over ^ nation of Chrifliaos ) 
and he was reltrained,; by every jwrinciple of 
confcience and intereft, from contributing tp the 
vidtory, which would confummate the ruin of 
the church. The alienated mind of Tiranus was 
cxafperated by the indifcretion of Jtdiaa, who 
treated the king of Armenia asi&/>.flave, and as 
the enemy of the gods. The haughty and 
threatening flyle of the Imperial mandates (40) 
awakened the fecret indignation of a prince, 
who, in the humiliating ftate of dependence, 
was ftill confcious of l^is royal defcent from the 
Arfacides, the lords of the Eaft, and. the rivals 
of the Roman power. ' . .; . 

The military difpofitions of Julian were ;lkil- 
fully contrived to deceive the fpies, and to divert 

the 

(39) Amrnian. xx. ii. Athtoftfius(tom. i. p. 9$$.) %S in general 
terms, tbat Conftsntius give his brother's vridow ftf fiafiet^ttf^ an ex- 
|)reflion more fuitable to a Roman than a Chridian. 

(40) Amniianus (xxiii. t.) ufes a word much too foft for the occafioo, 
nunuerat. Muratori (Pabricins, 3tbliathec. Gisec torn, vn. p. 8tf.) haa 
publiflied an eptdle from Julian to the fatrap Arfacca ; 6erce, vulgir, and 
(though it might deceive Sozomen, I. vi. c $.)» mod probably fpurioui^ 
U Bleurie (HiiLdc Jovicoy ton. ii. p. 399) tnwiUtes &ad rc/e£U it. 
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the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeared 
to direft their nnarch towards Nifibis^ and the 
Tigris. On a fudden they whe^d to the right ; 
traverfed the level and naked plain of Carrbae ; 
and reached, on the third day, the banks of ^hc 
Euphrates^ where the ftrong town of Nicepho- 
rium, or GaHinicum-, had been founded by the 
Macedonian kings. From thence the emperor 
pnrfued his mswch, abover ninety miles, ^Idng 
the winding ftream of the Eupiirates, till; at 
fcngth, about one nionth after his, departure 
from Antioch, he difcovered rfie towers of Gir- 
cefium, the extreme limit of the Roman domi- 
nions. The army of JuHan, the moff mimerous 
that any of the Caefars. hadever led a^ainft Per- 
Ha, confiflfed of fixty-jSyc; thoiifand effe€tiv6 
and well-difciplincd fqldiers. The vctqrati bands 
rf caralry and infantry, of Rpmans and Barba- 
rians, had been felet9:ed' from, the different pro- 
vinces ; and a juft pre-emiilence of loyalty an^l 
vateur was claimed by the: hardy Gaul6; who 
guarded the throne and pcrfon of their bdbved 
princev A foimidable body of Scythran.auxili- 
aries had been: tranfpbrted^ from another climate, 
and almoft from another world, to invade. a di(^ 
tant country, of whole 'natrre'and fituatiorrthey 
were ignorant.. The loye of rapine and war aN 
Jured to the Imperial . Handard ^ feveral' - tribes of 
Saracens,' or foving- Arabs, whofe fcrvice Julian 
had commanded, while he fternly refufed the 
payment of the. accuftomed fubfidies. . The 
broad channel of the Euphrates (41) wa^.crowd-r 

e4 

(4^)' Lfttifflftitttt^ ffomen £ttphraten srttbat. Ammtjii). r!kB: 3'. 
Somewbftt- higlttr^ ai tb« ibrdt- oF Thtpfficus, the river is four fUdia, os 
S^o yards, almotMnif an '£itgti(h mile,'broa<ifXenoplnMi A'nate.fe, ). f. p^ 
41 . edk« ||ttu^nfl», wittx F^dCen's Ol»(<#v«t{onsy. p» 9,^f ^Ci irt th« smI 

volume 
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cd by a fleet of eleven hundred (hips, deftined 
to attend the motioiia, and to fatisfy the wants^' 
of the Roman army. The military ftrjMigth of 
the fket was compofed of fift>^ armed gallies;' 
aiid thefe were accompanied by an equsS num- 
ber of flat-bottomed-boats. which might locca- 
fronally be conncfted into tne form of .temporary 
bridges. The reft of the (hips^ partly con-' 
ftrudted of timber, and partly covered with raw 
hides, were faden with an ahnoft rhexhauftiblei ♦ 
fupply of arms and engines, of ut^nfils and 
provlfions. The vigifej^t 'humanity of ' Julian 
had embarked a very large magazine of vinegar 
and bifcuit for the ufe of the foldierp^ biit. licf 
prohibited the indulgence of witteV"^nd^*rigorr ' Jl 
oufly flopped along'ftring of (upcr^uoujj-camefe 
that attempted to ibltow -the rear oflh? ^rmy; • ' * 
The river dhaboras falK into '^he Euphrates, at 
Circcfium- (42) ; and as foon as the ^^rumpetJoJ^^^ 
gave the fignai of match, tjie Romaxii?paffodthe^e„itS^ 
little ftream which . feparated two mighty and^'**"^^*^ 
hoftile empires. ; The cuftom- of -ancient diftn- 
pline rcqtitred a military • piratton ; and Jufian 
embraced every oppocfimky cf di^layihg^ Ws' 
eioquence. ' 'He^ animated, the tmpatiehi and at-; 
tentive legions by tH? example or the infletrble^ 
courage and glorious triumphs of their tinccffors/ 
He excited their refentment by a lively pidturc 
of the infolence of the Perfians ; and he ex- 
horted them to imitate his "firm rcfolutibn, either, 

. ;;"• ■; . / * r • ta^ 

voluioe ol^ SfwhnM-e tRtnQttion)»...tf tke^bnnidlli tf.tlu £»f]itfa|fi «t 
Bir and Zeifgip* h t» mow ttwa i |o jurdt 4 Vpyttgtt drS i^nbr^ t^m. i^. 
P«S360> U^tAnfrmMA4iffipff<k»xn»aoladlf «rifef90i» 
channel. 

(41) MooQoa^iit^m UitHlmmn et ftbt^pplitun, ^ujiM n»rak ^hora 
(theOrtcBUls tfpire Cbaborasor Chabouf)ct £iiphraus>siDbMat<| 
velut fpatium infuUre fingeatct, AmnuM* xxii^ 5, 
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to extirpate that perfidious nation, or to devote 
his life in the caufe of the republic. The elo- 
quence of Julian u^as enforced by a donative of 
one hundred and thirty pieces of filver to every 
foldier ^ and the bridge of the Chaboras was in- 
ftantly cut away, to convince the troops that 
they muft place their hopes of fafety in the fuc- 
cefs of their arms. Yet the prudence of the 
emperor induced hina to fecure a remote, frontier^ 
perpetually. cxpofed to the inroads of the hoftilc 
Arabs. A detachment of four thqufand men 
was left at Circefium, which completed, to the 
number of ten thoufand, the regular garrifbn of 
that important fortrefs;(43)^. t . 

Hit mtr«h Frgni th^ .moment that the Romans entered 
2J|.*'JJ?|^^J^ the enemy's country (44), the country of an ac- 
pouiais. tive and artful enemy, the order of march was 
difpofed in three colunms (45). The ftrength 
,, of the infantry, and confequcntly of the whole 

army, was placed in the centre, under the pe- 
J-[ . ciiHar jcommand of their mailer-general Vidor. 
On ijje right, the brave Nevitta led a column of 
feveral legions along the banks of the £up>hrates, 
and dmoft always in fight of the flect.^ The 
left flank of, the army ^as protected by the co- 
lumn L of cavalry. Hormifdas and Arinthaeus 
wcreiippointcd generals of the horfcj and the 
. ■ ' fin- 



(43); The entjerpnze mid anxiarac&t of Julian are de(cribed by himfelf 
(Epift. xxvii), Ammianut Marcellinus (xxiii. 3, 4, j.)* Libaoius (Orat« 
Parent, c. 108, lOp. p. 331, 333)1 Zofimua (1. iii. p. 160, i5i, idz.). 
Sozomen (i. vi. c i.), and John Malela (torn. it. p. 17.). 

' (44) fiefor« he^ enters Perfiay^^in^ianat'copioafly defaibcs (xxiii. 6. p. 
^.*t^4iy. ^t. Crooov. in 4t6.>'iii» eightecA great fatrapies,or phyvincea 
(as .fac A» the Seric, or iChmefe freatiers)^ which were Uikjr6k to the 
Saflanides. 

. (4^) Ammianua (xxiv.t ) and Zolimiis 1. Hi. p. 1^1, 153.) havt acco- 
rateiy ejdpreilcd the order of mafdu 
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lingular adventures of Hormifdas . (46) are not 
undcferving of our notice. He was* a Pcrfiafi 
prince, of the royal race of the Saffanides, who, 
in the troubles of the minority of Sapor, had 
efcaped from prifoa to the hofphdble court of 
the great Conftantinc, Hormifdis, at firft, ex- 
cited the compalTion, and, at length, acquired 
the efteem, of his new mailers ; his valour and 
ii4clity raifed' him to the military honours of 
thp Roman, fe^vice; and, though a Chriftian, he 
might indulge the fccrct fatisfadtion of convinc;- 
ing his ungrateful Country, that an opprefr€4 
fubjeft may proVe the moft dangerous enemy;. 
Such was the difpofition of the tnree principal 
columns. The front and flanks of the army 
were covered by Lucillianus with a flying de- 
tachment of fifteen hundred light-armed foldi- 
ers, whofe adlive vigilance obfetved the molt 
diftant figns, and' conveyed the earliefl: notice, 
of any hoftile approach. Dagalaiphus^ and Se* 
cundinusdukeof Ofrhoene, conducted the troops 
of the rear-guard i the baggage, fecurely, pfo- 
ceed^d in the intervals of the columns ; and the 
ranks, from a motive cither of ufe or oftentation', 
were formed in fuch open order, that the whole 
line of march extended alraoft ten miles. The - 
ordinary pod of Julian was at the head of thfe 
centre column.; but as he preferred the duties 
of a general to the Sate of a monarch, he rapidly 
moved, with a fmall efcort of light cavalry, to 
the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever his pre- 
sence could animate or proteA the march of the 
Roman army. The country. which they tra- 
VoL.IV. L verfed 

(45) The adventures of Hormifdas are related with (bme mixture qf 
£ible (Zorimas, 1. ii. p. 1^9—101 ; Tillemoaty Hid* des'Empereuriy torn.) 
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Tcrfcd from the Qiaboras, to the cultivated land^ 
of Aflyria, may be confidered as a part of the 
defert of Arabia, a dry and barren wafte^ which 
could never be improved by the moft powerful 
arts of human induftry. Julian marched over 
the fame ground which bad been trod above 
feven hundred years before by the footftcps ot 
^ the younger Cyrus, arid which is defcribed by 
one of the companions of his expedition, the 
fage and heroic Xenophon (47). *' The country 
" was a pl^in throughout, ^s even as the fea, 
*^ and full of wormwood ; and if any other 
•• kind of (hrubs or reeds grew there, they, had 
•*, allan aromatic, fmell 5 biit ho trees could be 
•' feen. Buftards and oftriches^ antelopes and 
*' wild afles {48), appeared to be the only inha:^ 
** bitants of the defert ; and the fatigues of the 
^^ march were alleviated by the amufements o^ 
'•* the chace.** The loofe fand of the defert wai 
frequently raifed by the wind into clouds of 
dull t and a great number .of the foldiers of Ju-^ 
lian, with their tents, were (uddenly thrown to 
the ground by the violence of an unexpeftcd 
hurricane. 
JStfucceii. . The fandy plains of Mefopotamia were aban^ 
dohed tothe antelopes and wild afles of the de^ 
fert; but a variety of populous towns and vil* 
lages werepieafantly Ittuated on the banks of thb 

Euphratejs;, 

U, p. 1 98.)* tt 11 tlRlofl ifftpoffible ttitt he (hmild be the brother (inttt 
jgermanns) •£ an ddeft tnAff/ibumm child i nor do I rect^ka that AmmU- 
•out ever gives bim that title. 

j[47) See the firft book of the Anabafis, p. 4$, 4,6, This pleaflng work 
it original and authentic. Yet Xcnopbon's memory, perhaps many year* 
after the expedition, has fometimes betrayed him \ and the diftances which 
he marks are often larger than either a foldier or' a geographer will allow. 

(48) Mr. Spelman, the Englifli tranllator of the Anabafis (vol. i. p. $ i.)t 
confounds the «ntek)pe with the roc-backi and the wild-ftfs with the 
KcrUu 



\ 
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Euphrates, and in the iflands which are occafi- 
onally formed by that river. The city of An- 
nah, or Anatho (49), the aftual refidence of an 
Arabian Emir, is compofcd of two long ftreets, 
which inctofe within a natural fortification, a 
fmall ifland in the midft, and two fruitful fpots 
on either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike 
inhabitants of Anatho fhewed a difpofition to 
flop the march of a Roman emperor ; till they 
were diverted from fuch fatal prefumption by 
the mild exhortations of prince Hormifdas, and 
the approaching terrors of the fleet and army. 
They implored, and experienced, the clemency 
of Julian ; who tranfplanted the people to an 
advantageous fettlement, near Chalcis in Syria^ 
and admitted Pufaeus, the governor, to an ho- 
nourable rank in his fervice and friendftiip. But 
the impregnable fortrefs of Thilutha could fcorn 
the menace of a fiege ; and the emperor was ob- 
liged to content himfelf with an infulting pro- 
mife, that when he had fubdued the interior pro- 
vinces of Perfia, Thilutha would no longer re- 
fufe to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 
The inhabitants of the open towns, unable 
to rcfift, and unwilling to yield, fled with 
precipitation ; and their houfes, filled with 
fpoil and provifions, were occupied by the fol- 
diers of Julian, who maflacred, without re- 
morfe, and without punifliment, fome defence-, 
lefs women. During the march, the Sure- 
nas, or Perfian general, and Malek Rodofaces, 
h z the 

{49) See Voyages de Tovernier, part i. I. iti. p. 31 5 And more cfpeciallf 
Viaggi di Pietro dellt V^le, torn. i. lett. xvii. p. dyi, &c. He wi« I^oa 
rant of tke old name and condition of Annfth. Our blind travcUeri/ir^M 
poflfefs any previons knowledge of the countries which they vifit. ShaW 
and TourndFort defervesiQ hoQomablc exception. 
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the renowned Emir of the tribe of Gaffan (50), 
inceffantly hovered round the army : every 
ftraggler was intercepted; every detachment 
was attacked ; and the valiant Hormifdas ef- 
caped with fome difficuhy from their hands. 
But the Barbarians were finally repulfed : the 
country became every day lefs favourable to the 
operations of cavalry ; and when the Romans 
arrived at Maceprafta, they perceived the ruins 
of the wall, which had been conftrufted by the 
ancient kings of Aflyria, to fecure their domini- 
ons from the incurfions of the Medes. Thefe 
preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear 
to have employed about fifteen days ; and we 
may compute near three hundred miles from 
the fortrefs of Circefium to the wall of Macc- 
prafta(5i). 
Defcription The fertile province of Aflyria (52), which 
of Aflyru (Iretched beyond the Tigris, as for as the moun- 
tains of Medir (53), extended about four hund- 
red miles from the ancient wall of Maceprafta 
. to 

($0) f^atn^fi nominis latro* fays AmMitmis ; tn high enComiufn foraa 
^ Arab. The tribe of Gaflan had fettled on the edge of Syria, and reigned 

(bme time in Damafcus, under a dynafty of thirty-one kings, or emirs, from 
the tifiie of Pompcy to thai of (he Khallf Omar. D'Herbelot, Bibliothequ« 
Orientale, p. 360. Pocock, Specimen Hid. Arabics, p. 75-^78. The 
Qame of Rodo&ces does not appear in the lift. 

(^ I ) See Ammianns (xxiv. r, 2.), LibaAius (Orat< ParenUl. c. itoi 
III. p. 334.), ZoGRias(J* iii.p. 154—168). 

(yi) The. defcription of Aflyria is furniflied by Herodotus (U i^ c. ipx, 
&C.), who fometimes writes for children, and fometimes for philofophers ; 
by Strabo (I. xvi. p. 1076 — 1081), and by Affimiinut (1. txiil. c^ 6). 
The mod ufefal of the modern travcHers are Tavernicr'(part i. 1. ii. p. 
aitf-^lSt.), Otter (torn. ii. p. 35— tfp, and 189—214.), and Niebuhr 
(torn. ii. p. I72-0288- ). Yet I nduch regret (hat the Irak Arabi of Abul- 
Mm has not been tranftatcd. 

(53) Ammianus remarks, that the primitive Aflyria, which cefioprc* 
liended Ninvs (Niniveh)and Arbela, bad aflUmed the more receilt and[ie. 
cnliar appellation of Adiabene ; and he feems to fix Teredon, Volog^^ 
and ApoUonia, as the extreme cititt of the a^ual province of Aflyria* 
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to thcj territory of Bafra, where the united dreams 
of the Euphrates and Tigris difcharge themfelvcs 
into the Perfian Gulf (54). The whok country 
might have claimed the peculiar name of Mefo- 
potamia ; as the two rivers, which are never 
more diftant than fifty, approach, between Bag- 
dad and Babylon, within twenty-five miles of 
each other. A multitude of artificial canals, dug 
without much labour in a foft and yielding foil, 
connedled the rivers, and interfered the plain, 
of Affyria. The ufes of thefe artificial canab 
were various and important. They fcrved to 
difcharge the fuperfluous waters from ope river 
into the other, at the feafon of their refpeftive 
inundations. Subdividing themfelv es into (mailer 
and fmaller branches, they refreftied the dry 
lands, and fupplied the deficiency of rain. 
They facilitated the intercourfe of peace and 
commerce ; and, as the dams could be fpeedily 
broke down, they armed the defpair of the 
Aflyrians with the means of oppofing a fudden 
deluge to the progrefs of an invading army. To 
the foil and climate of Affyria, nature had de- 
nied fome of her choiceft gifts, the vine, the 
olive, and the fig-tree ; but the food which fup- 
ports the life of man, *nd particularly wheat 
and barley, were produced with inexhauflible 
fertility ; and the hulbandman, who committed 
his feed to the earth, was frequently rewarded 
with an encreafe of two, or even of three, hund- 
red. The face of the country was interfperfed 

with 

($4) Tbe two riven unite at Apamct, or Corna (one hundred miles 
from the Perrmo Gull,) into tbe brotd dream of the Pafitigris, or Shat- 
ul-Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the fea by a feparate channel » 
which was obftroQed and diverted by the citisens of Orchoe, about twenty 
miies to tbe ibuth-eall of modem Bafira (d'Anville, in the Memoires d^ 
Aad. de» UUcriptions, torn. XXX. p. lyo—i;?!.)* 
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with groves of innumerable palm-trees (55) ; and 
the diligent natives celebrated, either in verfe or 
profe, the three hundred and fixty ufes to which 
the trunk, the branches, the leaves, the juice, 
and the fruit, were fkilfully applied. Several 
manufaftures, efpecially thofe of leather and 
linen, employed the induftry of a numerous peo- 
ple, and afforded valuable materials for foreign 
.trade; which appears, however, to have been 
,<:ondu6ted by the hands of ftrangers. Babylon 
had been converted into a royal park ; but near 
the ruins of the ancient capital, new cities had 
fucceflively arifen, and the populoufnefs of the 
country was difplayed in the'multitude of towns 
and villages, which were built of bricks, dried in 
the fun, and ftrongly cemented with bitiunen ; the 
natural and peculiar produdkion of the Babylo- 
nian foil. While the fucceffors of Cyrus reigned 
over Afia, the province of Affyria alone main- 
tained, during a third part of the year, the luxu- 
rious plenty of the table and houfehold of the 
Great King. Four confiderable villages were 
afligned for the fubfiftenqe of his Indian dogs ; 
eight hundred ftallions, and fixteen thoufand 
mares, were cpnftantly kept, at the expence of 
the country, for the royal ftables : and- as the 
daily tribute^ which was paid to the fatrap, 
amounted to one Englifli bufliel of filver, we 
may compute the annual revenue of Affyria 
at more than twelve hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling (56). 

The 

(S$) /T^^ letrned KctnpFer, at a botanift, an antiquary, and a travel- 
'ler, hat exhaufted (Amoehitat Exotics, FaicicuL W. p. ^^0^764.) tile 
whole Tubjeft of palm-tr^et. 

(5<f) AfTyria-ywIded to the Ferfian fatrap, an Artaha isX (Awtt each day. 
The weli-knowo proportion of weights and meafure« (fee Biihop Hooper's 

elaborate 
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The fields of Aflfyria were devoted by JuIian^nv«fi«iof 
to the calamities or war % and ihe^ philosopher ^''^'*' 
retaliated on a guiltlefs people the a£ts of rapine A. d. s^j^i 
and cruelty^ which had been Committed by their ***'• 
haughty mailer in the Roman provinces. The 
trembling Affyrians fummoned the rivers to their 
afiiftance ; and completed, with their own hands^ 
the Tuih of their country. The roads were ren* 
dered impracticable ^ a flood of waters waa 
poured into the camp; and, during feveral 
days, the troops of Julian were obliged tq pon- 
tend with the moft difcouraging hardlhips. Bu( 
every obftacle was furmounted by the perfeve- 
fance of the legionaries, who. were inured to toil. 
$s well as to danger, and who felt themfelveii 
animated by the fpirit of their leader. The da* 
m^e was gradually repaired; the waters re^ 
Aored to their proper channels ; whole groves q£ 
palm-trees were cut down, and placed along 
the broken parts of the road ; and the army 
pailed over the broad and deeper canals, on 
bridges of floating rafts which were fupported 
by the help of bladders. Two cities of Aflyria 
prefumed to refift the arms of a Roman empe-p 
ror : and they both paid the fevere penalty of 
their ralhneft. At the diftanee of fifty milessie^e of 
from the royal refidence of Ctefiphon, Perifabor,P«'>^>^ 
or Anbar, held the fecond rank in the province : 
a city 3^ large, populous, and well fortified, fur- 
rounded 

elaborate Inqnirj), the fpecific gravity of i^ater ^nd filv^r, tnd the ▼iluf 
of that metal, will afford, after a fliort proccff, the annual revenue whicli 
I have ftftted. Yet the Great King received no more than 1009 Enbuc, or 
Tyrian, talentt (151,000!.) from Aflyrit.- The ^omptrifon of two paf- 
<agct ID Herodotus (1. i. c i j^i. L iil c. 851—95.) reveals aq imporUnt dif- 
ference between the groff^ and the net^ revenue of PerOa; the iumi paid 
by the province, and the gold or (ilver depoiited in the royal treafure* ^ 

The monarch might- annually fave three millions fix hundred thouCuMi 
pouiylsf 9f the fcventcen ckt eighteen milUons raifed upoi^ (he p^ple* 
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* rounded with a double wall, almoft ericompafled 
by a branch' of the Euphrates, and defended by > 
* ; the valout of a numerous garrifon. The ex- 
hortatictos of Hormifdas were rcpulfed with con- 
tempt; and the ears of the Perfian prince were 
wounded by a juft reproach, that, unmindful 
of his royal birth, he -condudked an army of 
ftrangers againft his king and country. The 
Aflyrians maintained their loyalty by a Ikilful, 
as well as vigorous, defence ; till tho lucky 
ftroke ^of a battering-ram; having opened a 
large breach, by (battering one of the angles of 
the waH, they haftily retired into the fortificati- 
ons of the interior citadel. The foldiers of 
Julian rufhed Impetuoufly iqto the town, and, 
after' the full gratification of every military ap- 
petite. Per ilabor was reduced to aihes ; and the 
cngineiS which affaulted the citadel were planted 
on the ruins of the fmoking houfes. The con- 
teft was continued by an inceffant and mutual 
difcharge of miffile weapons ; and the fuperiority 
which the Rornans might derive from: the mecha- 
nical powers of their balifias and catapults was 
counterbalanced by the advantage of the ground 
on the fide of the befieged. But as foon as ari 
^ ' Helepolis had been conftrufted, which could en- 

gage on equal terms with the loftieft ramparts ; 
the tremendous afpcdl of a moving turrjet, that 
would leave no hope of refiftance or of qiercy, 
terrified the defenders of the citadel into an 
humble fubmiflion ; and the place was furren- 
dered only two days after Julian firll appeared 
under the walls of Perifabor. Two thoufand 
five hundred perfons, of both fexes, the feeble 
remnant of a flouriftiing people, were permitted 
to retire : the plentiful magazines of corn, of 
arms, and of fpleixdid furniture, were partly dif- 

tributed 
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tributed among the troops, and partly rcfervcd 
for the public ibrvice : the ufelefs ftorcs were de- 
ftroyed by fire, or thrown into the ftream of the 
Euphrates ; and the fate of Amida was revenged 
by the total ruin of Perifabor. 

The city, or rather fortrefs, of Maogamalcha,or Mt<«M 
which was defended by fixteen large towers, a«*i«*^ 
deep ditch, and two ftrong and folid walls of 
brick and bitumen, appears to have been con^- 
ftruAed at the diftance of eleven miles, as the 
iafeguard of the capital of Perfia. The empe- 
ror, apprehenfive of leaving fuch an important 
fortrefs in his rear, immediately formed the liege 
of Maogamalcha ; and the Roman army was 
diftributed, for that purpofe, into three divifions, 
Vidtor, at the head of the cavalry, and a de- 
tachment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to 
clear the country, as far as the banl^s of the 
Tigris, and the fuburbs of Ctefiphon. The con- 
duct of the attack was aflumed by Julian him- 
felf, who feemed to place his whole dependence 
in the military engines which die crefted againft 
the walls; while he fecretly contrived a more ^ 

efficacious method of introducing his troops into 
the heart of the city. Under the direction of 
Nevitta and Dagalaiphus, the trenches* were 
opened at a confiderable diftance, and gradually 
prolonged as far as the edge of the ditch. The 
ditch was fpecdily filled with earth ; and,, by the 
inceilant labour of the troops, a mine was car- 
ried under the foundations of the walls, and 
fuftained, at fufficient intervals, by props of tim- 
ber. Three chofen cohorts, advancing in a An- 
gle file, filently explored the dark and dange- 
rous paflage; till their intrepid leader whifpered 
back the intelligence, that he was ready to iflue 
from his confinement into the ftrceti of the hofr 

tile 
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city. Julian checked tbeir ardour, that he might 
enfure their fuccefs ; and immediately diverted 
the attention of the garrifon, by the tumult and 
clamour of a general aflault. The Perfianj^ who^ 
from their walls, contemptuoirily beheld the pro- 
grefs of an impotent attack, celebrated^ with 
fongs of triumph, the glory of Sapor; and ven-r 
lured to affure the emperor, that he might af- 
cend the ftary manfion of Ormufd, b^re he 
could hope to take the impregnable city of 
Maogamakha^ The city was aU^eady taken. 
Hiftory has recorded the name of a private foK 
dier, thefirft who afcended from the mine into a 
deferred tower. The paflage was widened by 
his companions, who preffed forwards with im- 
patient valour. Fifteep hundred enemies were 
already in the midft of the city, The aftoniflied 
garrifon abandoned the walls, and their only 
hope of fafety ; the gates were inftantly bnrft 
©pen ; and tbe revenge of the foldier, unlefs it 
were fufpended by luft or avarice^ was fatiated 
by an nndiftinguiftied maflacre. • The governor, 
who had yielded on a promife of mercy, was 
burnt alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge 
of having uttered fome difreipeftful words againft 
the hqnour of Prince Hormifdas. The fortifica- 
tions were razed to the ground ; and not a veftige 
was left, that tlie city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exiftcd. The neighbourhood of the capital o^ 
Perfia was adorned with three (lately palaces,^ 
laborioufly enriched with every produdtion that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of en Eaftern 
monarch. The pleafant fituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, 
according to the Perfian tafte, by the fymmetry 
of flowers, fountains, and ftiady walks: and 
fpacious parks were inclofcd for the reception of 

the 
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the bears, lions, and wild boars, which were 
maintained at a confiderable expence for the 
pleafure of the royal chacc. The park- walls 
were broke down, the favage game was aban* 
doned to the darts of the foldiers, and the palaces 
of Sapor were reduced to afties, by the com- 
mand of the Roman emperor. Julian, on this 
occafion, (hewed himfelf ignorant;, or carelefs, 
of the laws of civility, which the prudence and 
refinement of polilhed aces have eftablilhed be- 
tween hoilile princes. Tfet thefe wanton ravages 
need not excite in our breafts any vehement 
emotions of pity or refentment. A fimple, 
naked, ftatue, finilhed by the haqd of a Grecian 
artift, is of more genuine value than all thefe 
rude and coftly monuments of Balrbaric labour : 
and, if we are more deeply affedled by the ruin ^ 
of a palace, than by the conflagration oiF a cot- * 
tage, our humanity mull have formed a very- 
erroneous eftimate of the miferies of human 

life(5V). 

Julian was an objedt of terror and hatred toPerTomi be*; 
the Perfians : and the painters of that nation re-j .*^!^ ^^^ 
prefented the invader of their country under the 
emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from bis 
mouth a confuming fire (58). To his friends 
and foldiers, the philofophic hero appeared in a 
more amiable light ; and his virtues were never 
more confpicuoufly difplayed, than in the laft, 
and moft aftive, period of his life. He prac- 
tifed, without effort, and almoft without merits 

the 

(57) The operations of the AfTymn war arc circumflaotiallj related 
hy Anunianut (xxlv. 2, 3, 4, 5.), Libaiiius (Orat. Parent, c. 1 11 — 123« 
p. 335— '347* )> Zofimas (1. iii. p. 168^1 8o.)> *tkd Gregory Naziaazcn 
(Orat. iv. p. 11 3, I440- '^^^ military criticirmi of the faint are devoutly 
copied by TiIlei?[iOQt, his faithful (lave. 

($8) Libaniua dc ukifccnda juliani ncce, c. 13. p 1(2* 
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the habitual qualities of temperance and fobriety. 
According to the dictates of that artificial wif- 
dom, which aflunies an abfolute dominion over 
the mind and body, he fternly refufed himfelf 
the indulgence of the moft natural appetites {ggj. 
In' the warm climate of Affyria, which folicited 
a luxurious people to the gratification of every 
fenfual defireC6o), a youthful conqueror pre- 
ferved his chaftity pure and inviolate : nor was 
Julian ever tempted, even by a motive of curio- 
fity, to vifit his female captives of exquifitc 
beauty (6 1 ), who, inftead of refitting his power, 
would have difputed with each other the honour 
of his embraces. With the fame firmnefs that 
he refilled the allurements of l6ve, he fuftained 
the hardfhips of war. When the Romans march- 
. cd through the flat and flooded country, their 
fovereign, on foot, at the head of his legions, 
fhared their fatigues, and animated their dili- 
gence.. In every ufeful labour, the hand of 
Julian was prompt and ftrenuous ; and the Im- 
perial purple was wet and dirty, as the coarfe 
garment of the meaneft Coldier. The two fieges 
allowed him fome remarkable opportunities of 
fignalifing his perfonal valour, which, in the im- 
proved 

(59} The famoDt examples of Cynis, Alexander, and Scipio, were t£Vs 
of juftice. JalUa'a chaftity was voluntary, and, in his opinion^ mehtQ- 
rious. 

(66) Salluft (ap. Vet. Scholitft. Juvenal. Satir. i. 104) obferves, that 
nihil corruptiut moribus. The matrons and virgins of Babylon freely 
niagled with the men, in licentious banquets : and as they felt the intoxi- 
cation of wine and love, they gradually, and almoll completely, threw afide 
the incumbrance of drels i ad nltimum ima corporum vtlamen^ prqjiciunt. 
Qj^Curtiu»| v. I. 

{61) Ex virginibus autem, quaefpcciofse lent capes, pt 4n Perfide, ubi 
fceminarum pulchritudo excellit, nee contre£^are aliquam voluit nee videre. 
Ammian. xxiv. 4, The native race of Perfians is fmall and ugly : but it 
has been improved, by the perpetual mixture of Circafliaa blood (Herodot^ 
1. ^i, c. 97. Baffbo, Hift. N»tvreile, torn. Ui. p. 420.}. 
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proved (late of the military art, can feldom be 
exerted by a prudent general. The emperor 
flood before the citadel of PerifaBor, infenfibl© 
of his extreme danger, and encouraged his troops 
to burft open the gates of iron, till he was al- 
moft overwhelmed under a cloud of miflile wea- 
pons, and huge flones, that were directed againft 
his perfon. As he examined the exterior forti- 
fications of Maogamalcha, two Perfians, devot- 
ing themfelves for their country, fuddenly rulh- 
ed upon him with drawn fcimitars : the emperor 
dexteroufly received their blows on his uplifted 
Ihield ; and, with a Heady and well-aimed thruft, 
U\d one of his adverlaries dead at his feet. The 
cfteem of a prince who poffeffes the virtues which 
he approves, is the nobleft recompence of a de- 
ferving fubjed ; and the authority which Julian 
derived from his perfpnal merit, enabled him to. 
revive and enforce the rigour of ancient difci- 
pline. He punifhed with death, or ignominy, 
the mifbehaviour of three troops of horfe, who, 
in a ikirmifli with the Surenas, had loft their 
honour, and one of their ftaridards : and he dif- 
tinguiihed with objidioml (&2) crowns the valour 
of the foremoft foldiers,, who had afcended into 
the city of Maogamalcha. After the Jiege of 
Perifabor, , the firmnefs of the emperor was ex- 
ercifed by the infolent avarice of the army, who 
loudly complained, that their fervices were re- 
warded by a trifling doniative of one hundred 
pieces of Tdver. His juft indignation was ex- 
prefled in the grave and manly lanjguage of a 

Roman. 

\6i) Obn^Ionalibus coronis donatl Amnalan. xxTv. 4.' Eiihcr Juliaii , 
or his hiiibrUn were unflciltu) antiquaries. 'He {honld tiave given mural 
crowns. ' The o^fidianal were the reward of a general who baddctiveicd « 
bcfiel^d city (Attlus GcUms, Nodt. Auic 7. (.)• 
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Roman. "Riches are the objeft of your de- 
** fires ? thofe riches are in the hands of the Per- 
** fians \ and the fpoils of this fruitful country 
** are propofed as the prize of your valour and 
** difcipline: Believe me," added Julian, *' the 
** Roman reptiblic, which formerly pofleffed fuch 
** immenfe treafures, is now reduced to want 
** and wretchcdnefs • fince our princes have been 
" perftiaded, by weak and interefted tninifters,. 
** to purchafe with gold the tranquility of the 
** Barbarians. The reVtnue is exhaufted ; the 
** cities are ruined ; the provinces are difpeopled. 
" For myfelfj.the only inheritance that I have 
'• repeived from my royaJ anceftors, is a foul in- 
** capable of fear • and as long as I am convinc- 
** ed that every real ''advantage 'is fcated in the 
" mind^.I fliall not blufh to. acknowledge an ho- 
**nDurafele poverty, Which, in the days of an- 
** cient virtue, was cohfiddred as the glory *of 
** Fabricius^ Thar glory,'' .and that virtue, may 
** be youjr pwn, if yoii wiUiiften to the voice of 
Heaven, and of your fearer. But if you will 
rafhly^j^fitt, if you gredetermihed. to renew 
** the ihameful and mifchievous examples of bid 
** fedrtioris, jiroceed-^As ft becomes an imperor 
*• wlio has filled the fiirt* rank aniong hien, I am 
** prepared to die, Aarrdfng ; and to 'defjpifc a 
** precarious life,* which, every hour, may depend 
^ op ail '^accidental fever. , If I hJavebeen found 
^ unw'orthy of the .command, there are now 
*' among you (I fpeak it with pride and plea- 
** fore), there are many chiefs, whofe merit and 
** experience are equal to the conduft ot the moll 
** important war. Such has been the temper of 
*' my reign, that I can retire, without regret, 
tt and wiSiout apprehenfion, to the obfcurity of 

^ a private 



€1 
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•* a private ftation (63).'' The modeft refolution 
of Julian was anfwered by thcuhanimoiis applaufc 
and cheerful obedience of the Romans; who 
declared their confidence of vidtory, while they 
fought under the bannens of their heroic prince** 
Their courage was kindled by his frequent and 
familiar affevcrations (for fuch wi(he$ Were the 
oaths of Julian), " So may I reduce' the Pcrfians 
** under the yoke!" " Thus may I reftore the 
*^ ftrength and fplendour of the republic ]" The 
love of fame was the ardent paffion of his foul : 
but it was not before he trampled on the ruins of 
Maogamalcha, that he allowed himfelf to fay^ 
*' We hate now provided fome materials for the 
•^ fophifl: of Antioch (64)/* / ' . 

Th'eTuccefsful valour of Julian had triumphed He tmitf- 
over all the- obftacles that oppofed his march to'S^^J^ 
the gates of Ctefiphon. But the redudtion, ov^^ Etsi*«. 
even the fiege^ of the capital of Perfia,; was ftillT^H^*** 
at a diltance : nor caii thie military eoiiduft of 
the. ernperbf be clearly apprehended, without a 
knowledge bf the country which was the theatre 
of his bold and Ikilful operations (^g). Twenty 
miles to the fouth of Bagdatd, and on the eaftern 
bank of the Tigris, the curiofity of travellers has 
obferved fome ruins of the palaces of Ctefiphon, 
which^ iti the time of Julian, was a great and 
populous city. The name and glory of the ad- 
. ' * ....,; ". ' jacen|: ■ 

(^3) I give this rpeecfa at origitiiX and geholae. Aramlahus might 
hear, could tranfcribe, and was incapable of mventing^ it. I have ufei 
fome flight freedoms, and cooclude with the mod forcible lenteace. 

{64) Ammian. xxiv. 3. Libanius, Orat. Pareat. c. i at. p. 34^. 1 

{S$) M. d'Apville (Mem. de i'Academie des Infcriptions, torn, zxriii. 
p. 146— 259) has afcertaiaed the true pofition aad diflaace of Baby km, 
Saleucia, CtefiphoD, Bagdad, &c. The Roman traveller, Fktro della 
Valle (torn. i. lett. zvii. p. 650-- ySo.)* feems to be the molt inteU^nt 
fpeaator of that famous proviace. He is a gentlcmaa and a fchoiary but 
intolerably vaia aa^ proUv* 
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jaccnt Seleucia were for ever exlinguilhed ; and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony- 
had relumed, with the AfTyrian language and 
manners, the primitive appellation of Coche* 
Coche was fituate on the weftern fide of the 
Tigris ; but it was naturally confidered as a fu- 
burb of Ctefiphon, with which we may fuppofe 
it to have been connected by a permanent bridge 
of boats. The united -parts contributed to form 
the common epithet of Al Modain, t h e ci t i e s , 
which the Orientals have bellowed on the winter 
refidence of the Saflanides ; and the whole cir- 
cumference of the Perfian capital was ftrongly 
fortified by the waters of the river^ by lofty 
walls, arid by imprafticable morafles. Near the 
ruins of Seleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed ; 
and fecuired, by a ditch and rampart, againft the 
Tallies of the numerous and enterprifing garrifon 
of Coche. In this fruitful and pleafant country, 
the Romans were plentifully fupplied with water 
and forage ; and feveral forts, which might have 
ctnbarraffed the motions of the army, fubmitted, 
after fome refiftance, to the efforts of their va- 
lour. The fleet paffed from the Euphrates into 
an artificial deviation of that river, which pours 
a copious and navigable ftream into the Tigris, 
at a fmall diftance below the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which bore the 
name of Nahar-malcha (66), the intermediate 
fituation of Coche would have feparated the fleet 
and army of Julian; and the rafh attempt of 
fleering againft the current of the Tigris, and 

forcing 

{66) The Royal Canal (Hjfahar Makha) might be fucceflivelf reftored, 
altered, divided, &cc. (Cellarius, Ceograpb. Antiq. tdm. it. p. 453) t and 
<hefe changes may ferve to explain the feeming contradictions of irtii. 
quity. In the time of Julian, it mud hare fallen into the Euphrates k- 
ino Ctefiphon* 
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forcing their way through the midft of a hoftile 
capital, muft have been attended with the total 
deftrudtion of the Roman nary* The prudence 
of the emperor forefaw the danger, and pro- 
vided the remedy. As he had minutely ftudied 
the operations of Trajan in the fame country, 
he foon recoiledted, that his warlike predeceflor 
had dug a new and navigable canal, which, 
leaving. Coche on the right-hand, conveyed the 
waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti- 
gris, at feme diftance above the cities. From 
the information of the peafants, Julian afcer- 
tained the veftiges of this ancient work, which 
were almoft obliterated by defign pr accident. 
By the indefatigable labour of the foldiers, a 
broad and deep channel was fpeedily prepared 
for the reception of the Euphrates. A ftrong 
dike was conftrudked to interrupt the ordinary 
current of the Nahar Malcha : a flood of waters 
ruflied impetuoufly into their new bed ; and the 
Roman fleet, fleering their triumphant courfe 
into the Tigris, derided the vain and inefFe(Stual 
barriers which the Perfians of Ctefiphon had 
creded to oppofc their paflage. 

As It became neceflary to tranfport the Roman p«flw of 
army over the Tigris, another labour prefented^'»«Ti|rw, 
itfelf, of lefs toil, but of more danger, than therftheR«J' 
preceding expedition. The ftream was broad^*- 
and rapid ; the afcent deep and difficult ; and 
the intrenchments which had been formed on the 
ridge of the oppofite bank, were lined with a 
numerous army of heavy cuiraffiers, dexterous 
archers, and huge elephants •, who (according to 
the extravagant hyperbole of Libiipius) could 
trample, with the fame cafe, a field of corn; or 

Vol. IV. Ma legion 
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a legion of Romans (67). In the prefence of 
fuch an ciiemy^ the conftrudkion of a bridge waif 
impradlicable ; arid the intrepid prince, who 
inltantly feized the only poffible expedient, con- 
cealed his defign, till the moment of execution^ 
from the knowledge of the Barbarians, of his 
own troops, and even of his generals themfelves. 
Under the fpecious pretence of examinirig the 
Hate of the magazines, fourfcore veffels were 
gradually unladen ; and a feledl detachment,^ 
apparently deftined for fome fecret expedition^ 
was ordered to Hand to their arms on the fifft 
fignal. Julian difguifed the filent anxiety of his 
own mind with fmiles of confidence and joy; 
and amufed the hoftile nations with the fpc^acle 
of military games^ which he infultingly cele- 
brated under the walls of Coche. The day wiais 
confccrated to pleafure ; but, as foon as the 
hour of fupper was.paft, the emperor furnmoned 
the generals to his tent, and acquainted them^^ 
that he had fixed that night for the paflage of 
the Tigris. They flood in filent and refi^dtful 
^onimiiietit ; but, when the venerable Salluft 
affumed the privilege of his age and experience,- 
the reft of the chiefs fupportcd with freedom the 
weight of his prudent remonftrances(68). Ju- 
lian contented himfelf with obferving, tlmt con- 
queft and fafety depended on the attempt ; that^ 
inftead of diminiriiing, the number of their ene- 
ftiies would be iricreafcd, by fucceffive reinforce-* 

ments^ 

tMi <pttXtt^y6^, <Rien ii*eft bciu que le vrai \ % mtxifn which lh<Hild he 
infcribedon the djiflc df every rhcitoricuin. 

(58) Libaouit alludes to the moft powerful of the geaerils. I hive 
featured to' name Salluft, Amraianus fays^ of all the leaden, qudd acr* 
tecid territi duces aooeotdt precatu fieri prohiberc tdnttrem« 
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tncnts ; and that a longer delay would neither 
contra^ the breadth of the ftream, nor level the 
height of the bank. The fignal was inftantly 
given, and obeyed : the moft impatient of the 
legionaries leaped into five veflTels that lay neareft 
to the bank ; and, as they plied their oars with 
intrepid diligence, they were loft, after a few 
moments, in the darknefs of the night. A flame 
arofe on the oppofite fide v and Julian, who too 
clearly underftood that his foremoft vcffelsj in 
attempting to land, had been fired by the enemy, 
dexteroufly converted their extreme danger into 
a prefage of viAory. ** Our fellow-ioldiers,'* 
he eagerly exclaimed, " are already matters of 
" the bank ; fee — they make the appointed fig- 
" nal : let us haften to emulate and affift their 
" courage." The united and rapid motion of a 
great fleet brdce the violence of the current, and 
they reached the eaftern Ihore of the Tigris with 
fufficierit fpeed to extinguifti the flames, and ref- 
cue their adventurous companions. The diffi- 
culties of a fteep and lofty afccnt were increafed 
by the weight of armour, and the darknefs of 
the night. A ftiower of ftones, darts, and fire, 
was inceflantly difcharged on the heads of the 
affailants ; who, after an arduous ftruggle^ 
climbed the bank, and flood viftorious upon the 
rampart. As foon as they poffeffed a more equal 
field, Julian, who, with his light-infantry, had 
led the attack (69), darted through the ranks a 
(kilful and experienced eye : his braveft foldiers, 
according to the precepts of Homer (70), were 
M z diftributed 

(69) Hinc Im^rator . . . (fays Ammianos) ipfc cum Icvis armatura 
luxilitts per prirara poftremaque difcurren!, &c. YctZofimus, hi^friendy 
iod not allow him to pafs the river till two days after the battle. 

(7«) Secundum Homericam difpoiitionem. A fimilar dirpofition is af- 
fcribed to the wife Neftor^ in the fourth book of the Iliad : and Homer 
Was never abient^from the mind of Julian* 
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d'tftributed in the front and rear ; and all th^ 
trumpets of the Imperial army founded to battle. 
The Romans, after fending up a military (hout, 
advanced in meafured fteps to the animating notes 
of martial muficj launched their formidable ja- 
velins ; and rufhed forwards with drawn fwords, 
to deprive the EEarbarians, by a clofer onfet, of 
the advantage of their hiiilile weapons. The 
whole engagement lafted above twelve hours 5 
till the gradual retreat of the Perfiahs was chang- 
ed into a diforderly flight, of which the (hamemj^ 
example was given by the principal leaden^, and 
the Surenas himfelf. They were purfoed to the 
gates of Ctefiphon ; and the conquerors might 
have entered the difmayed city (71), if their ge- 
neral Vidtor, who wasaangeroofly wounded with 
hn arrow, had not conjureci them to defift from 
a ralh attempt, which muft be fatal, if it were, 
not fuccefsful. On their fide, thfc Romans ac- 
knowledged the lofs of only feventy-five men ; 
while they affirmed, that the Barbariaris^had left 
bii the field of battle two thoufand nve^nundred j 
or eveii fix thoufand, of their brave(l (€rld|iers. 
The fpoil was fuch as might be expefied frorai 
the riches and luxury of an Oriental eamp $ large 
quantities of filver and gold, fplendid arms and 
trappings, and beds and tables of mafly filver. 
The.viftprious emperor diftributed, as the re- 
wards of valour, fotrie honourable gifts, civic, 
and mural, and naval, crowns ; which he, and 
perhaps he alone, eftecmed more precious than 
the wealth of Afia. A folemn facrifice was of- 
fered 

(71} Perfat lerrore fubito mifcuenint, yerfifque •gminibut tollut 
gentis, apertu Ctefiphoatis portas viflor miles intraflety ni mtjor prauU- 
rum occafio fiiiflet, quam cura yidtoric (Sextas Rufus de ProvinciiS| c. 
|8.). Their avarice might difpofe them to hour the advice of Vi£tor« 
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fercd to the god of war, but the appearances of 
the vidlims threatened the mod: inaufpicious 
events ; and Julian foon difcovered, by lefs am- 
biguous figns, that he had now reached the 
(term of his profperity (72). 

On the fecond day after the battle, the domef-situaciM 
tic guards, the Jovjans and Herculians, and thej^,^?jj^ 
femaining troops, which compofed near two- a. d!^'z6z. 
thirds of the whole army, were fecurely wafted ^'"•' 
over the Tigris (73) . While the Perfians b^eld 
,from the walls of Ctefiphon the defolation of the 
;[idjajce|it country, JuUan call many afi anxious 
lookitpwards the North, in fuU expc^tion, that 
as He hjinrelf had ^dorioufly penetrated to the 
capital pf Sapor, the marcli an4 junction of his 
lieutenants, Sebaftian and Procopius, would be 
executed with thie fame courage and diligence. 
His exgediatlons yrere difappointed by the trear 
chery of the Armcnigin king, who permitted^ 
and moll prop^bly ^if^f^^d, the defertion of his 
auxiliary troops from the camp of the Ro- 
mans (74) ; and i>y the diffentions of the two 
generals, who were ipcapable of forming or exe- 
f:uting any j^$n for the public fcrvice. When the 

emperor 

(71) The Itbopr of the cantt, the pafTage of the Tigris, tnd the yj^- 
tory, are dcicribed by Ammianut (xxiv. $, tf.), Libanius (Orat. Parept. 
c. ia4— 118. p. 347—353.)* Greg. Nazianzen (Qrtt. iy. p. }ij.), 
Zofiinus(l. iii. p. i8i— 183.)9 uid Sextus Rufut (de Piv/inciis^ x. a8.). 

(73) The fleet and army were formed in three div^ffoos* tif which the 
firfl only had pafled daring the night (Ammian; xxiv. 6,). The 
'9r«tf^ S«(v^«(i«, whom ^ofimus tranfports en |^e tiiird day (U iii. p. 
183.). might confift of the protcfbcrs, among whom the hiftorian Am* 
mianas, and the future emperor Jo^izb, a6lually ferved ; ktaefcMf 
of the dmneftict^ and i>erhapp the jQ^ift^s and Herculians, who often did 
duty as guards. ' ? 

(74) M^^^* ^ Cborene (Hid. Arnnen. L iii. c. 15, p. 246.) fiipplies us 
with a.nationaI tradition, and a fpnrious letter. I have borrowed only 
fhe leading circuiiiftaace, whicli is confident with truth, probiibijity, an^ 
(4baniiis (Orat. ParenUc. 131- p. 3S$.)* 
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emperor had relinquiflied the hope of this im-. 
portant reinforcement, he condefcended to hold 
a council of war, and approved, after a full de-^ 
bate, the fentiment of thofe generals, who dif- 
fuaded the fiege of Clefiphon, as a fruitlefs and 
pernicious undertaking. It is not eafy for us to 
conceive, by what arts of fortification, a city 
thrice bcfiegcd and taken by the predeceflbrs of 
Julian, could be rendered impregnable againft an 
army of fixty thoufand Romans, commanded by 
a brave and experienced general, and abundantly 
fupplied with Ihips, provisions, battering engines, 
and military ftores. But we may reft aimred, 
from the love of glory, and coqtempt of danger, 
which formed the chara<9ker of Julian, that he 
was not difcouraged by any trivial or imaginary 
obftacles(75). At the very time when he de- 
clined the fiege of Ctefiphon, he rejeAed, with 
obftinacy and difdain, the moft flattering offers of 
a negotiation of peace. Sapor, who had been fo. 
long accuftomed to the tardy oftentatioii of Con- 
ftantius, was furprifed by the intrepid diligence 
of his fucceflbr. As far as the confines of India 
and Scythia, the fatraps of the diftant provinces 
were ordered to affemble their troops, and to 
march, without delay, to the affiftance of their 
monarch. But iheir preparations were dilatory, 
their motions flow ; and before Sapor could lead 
an army into the field, he received the melan- 
choly intelligence of the devaftation of Affyria, 
the ruirt of his palaces, and the ilaughter of his 

braveft 

(75) Civiui inexpuajgablHs, facinus audax etimportunum. Ammianus, 
xxiv. 7. His fellow-foldier, Eutropius, turns afide frocn the difficulty, 
Anyriamque popolatus. caflia apud Ctefiphontem flativa a]iqttandi4 
habuit : rcroeanfqne vifltor, &c. x. 16. 2^1imus is arlful or ignoranc, 
and Socrates inaccurate* 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 167 

braved troops, who defended the pal&g5 qf the 
Tigris. The pride of royalty was humbled iij 
the duft ; he took hisrepaus on the ground ; and 
thediforder of his hair expreffcd the grief and 
anxiety of his mind. Perhaps he would not have 
f efufed tp purchafe, with one half of his king* 
4orn, the fafety of the remainder ; and he would 
have gladly fubfcribcd himfelf, in a treaty of 
peace, the faithful and dependent ally of the 
Roman conqueror. Under the pretence of pri- 
vate bufinefs, a minifter of rank and confidence 
was fegretly difpatched to embrace the knees of 
Hormifdas, and to requeft, in the language of a 
fuppliant, that he might be introduced into the 
prefence of the emperor. The SafTanian prince^ 
whether he liftencd to the voice of pride or hu- 
manity, whether he confulted the fentiments of 
his birth, or the duties of his fituation, was equak 
}y inclined to promote a falutary meafure, which 
would terminate the calamities of Perj[ia, and fe*^ 
pure the triumph of Rome. He. was ailoniflied 
by the inflexible firmnefs of a hero, who remen^* 
bered, mqft unfortunately for himfelf, and for 
his country, that Alexander had uniformly re? 
jedted the propofnions of Darius. But as Julian 
was fenfible, that the hope of a fafe and honour-^ 
able peace might cool the ardour of his troops; 
he carneftly reqiieftcd, that Hormifdas would 
privately difniift the minifter of Sapor, and con- 
ceal this dangerous temptation from the know^ 
tedge of the camp (76). 

The honour, as well as intereft, of Julian, He burns his 
forbade hirn to confume his time under the im-***'* 

pregnable 

(76) Libanius, Orat. Parent, c. 130., p. 3$4. c. 139. pi 361. Socr^f 
tes, 1. ill. c. %u The ecdefiafticti biAorian impucea the refu&i of peace 
to the advice of Maximns. Such advice waa oawortby of a philofepher i 
hot the philofopber was iil^evife a magiciaai whQ flatter^ t^e bope% and 
pa6ioQ8oC bia mafter, 
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presnable walls oF Ctefiphon ; and as often as he 
dened the Barbarians, who defended the city, to 
iTJCCt him on the open plain, they prudently re- 
plied, that if he defired to exercife his valour, he 
might feek the army of the Great King. He fdt 
the infult, and he accepted the advice. Inftead of 
confining his fcrvile march to the banks of the 
Euphrates and Tigris, he refolved to imitate the 
adventurous fpirit of Alexander, and boldly lo 
adviance into the inland provinces, till he forced 
his rival to contend with him, perhaps in the 
plains of Arbela, for the empire of Afia. The 
magnanimity of Julian was applauded and be- 
traycd^ by rfie arts of a noble Perfian, who, in 
the caufe of his dountry, had generoufly fubmit- 
ted to ad a {^rt full of danger, of falfehood, and 
pf Ihame (77). With a train of faithful follow- 
ers, he defert(ed to the Imperial camp -, expofed, 
in a fpecii^us tale, the injuries which he had fuf" 
tained; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, the 
difcontem of' the people, and the weaknefs of 
the monarchy, and confidendy offered himfelf 
as the hoftage and guide of the Roman miarch. 
The moft rational grounds pf fufpicion were 
urged, without cffedt, by the wifdom and ejtpe- 
rience of Hormifdas ; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his bofom; was per- 
fuaded to iflue an hafty order, which, in ih^ 
opinion of mankind, appeared to arraign his 
prudence^ an4 to endanger his fafcty . He de- 
ftroyed, in afinglehour, the whole havy^ which 
• . ' » i. '^ ; . ■ ' had 

' (77) '^^P 'f'" ^ ^^*' i^^^ Zof^rns (Greg. Ntzianzen, Orat. iv. p. 
s I $9 1 1^*) ™^y derive fome credit fitxn the teilimony of two tbbreviator« 
(Sextus Rufus and Viaor), and the ca&ial \k'mtt of Libanius (Orat. Pa- 
rent, c. 134. p. 3^7.) and Ammianua (xxiv..7«). Thecourfe of genoine 
biftor J i» interrupted ^ a moil upfealoDable frh^foii ip tbs text of Amntit 
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had been tranfported above five hundred miles^ 
at fo great an cxpence of toil, of treafurc, and of 
blood. Twelve, or, at the moft, twenty-two, 
fmall veffels were faved, to accompany, on car- 
riages, the march of the army, and to form oc- 
cafional bridges for the paffage of the rivers. A 
fupply of twenty days provifions was refervcd for 
the ufe of the foldiers ; and the reft of the maga- 
2incs, with a fleet of eleven hundred veffels, 
which rode at anchor in the Tigris, were aban- 
doned to the flames, by the abfolute command of 
the emperor. The Chriftian biftiops, Gregory 
and Auguftin, infult the madnefs of the apo&te, 
who executed, with his own hands, the fentencc 
of divine juitice. Their authority, of lefs weight, 
perhaps, in a military quefiion, is confirmed by 
the cooljudgment of an experienced foldier, who 
was himfelf fpeilator of the conflagration, and 
who could not difapprove the reluftant murmurs 
of the troops (78 J. .Yet there are not wanting 
feme fpecious, and perhaps fofid, reafons, which 
which might juftify the refolution of Julian. 
The navigation of the Euphrates never afcended 
above Babylon, nor that of t^e Tigris aboyc 
Opis(79). Thediftance of the laft-mentioned 
city from the Roman camp was not very confi- 
derable ; and Julian muft foon have renounced 
the vain and imprafticable attempt of forcing 
tipwards a great fleet againft the ftream of a rapid 

river 

■ • ;. 

. (78) See Ammianiu (xxlv. 7.)> Libanius (Orat. PttenUlU, c i^%^ • 

*33' P* 35^) 3S7>)« Zoiimui (I. iii. p. iSsO* Zooaras (torn. iul. xiiup. 
%6.}) Gregory (Orat. iv. p. ii6.)y Auguftin (de Civitate Dei, 1. tv«c. A9. 
I.V.C. 21.). Ofthefe, Ubtniiu alone attempts a faint apology for bis 
i^ro ; who, according to Ammiaaus, proooonced bis own condemoattoo, 
bjf a tardy and ineffectual attcnapt to extiDguiih the flames. 
• (79) Confolt Heredotus (U I ft. 194.), Strabo (1. vrl p. io74.)f and 
T^vtriitr (p. i. 1, ii. p, 15a.), ( , 
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fiver (S|o), which 'm feverai places wasembaraflfed 
i>y natural or artificial cataracts (JfO. The pow- 
er of fails and oars was infufHcient ; it becs^me 
peceffary to tow the (hips againft the current of 
?he river ; the ftrength of twenty thoufand fol-i 
diers was exhauft^d in this tedious and fervile 
labour ^ and if the Romans continued to march 
^long the banks of the Tigris^ they could only 
expedt to return honie without atchievins any 
enterprize worthy of the genius or fortune of thciif 
leader, ]f, on the contrary, it was adviTeable ta 
advance intp the inland country, the deftrufitioi^ 
pf the 6eet |tnd (nasazines was the only meafare 
winch could fj^ve that valuable prize from the 
hands of ^he numerous and ^ftive trpops which 
^ight fuddenly be poured frop[i the g^tes of 
Clefiphon. Had the i(rms oi Julian been vie-; 
torious, we (hould now admire the conduft^ ast 
yreH as the courage, of a hero, who, by de- 
priving his foldiers of the hopes of a retreat, left 
them only the ^tcrnative of death or con- 
queft {iz). 
a^odnu^rciiet The cumbcrfome train of artillery and wag- 
^mas«- gons, which retards the operations of amoderq 
^ * army, were in a great meafurc upknov/n in the 
^(nps of the Romans (83). Yet, in every age, 

the 

(80) A ctleriUie Tigrt* lof ifit voctri, Ua tppclkat Medi fagitum^ 
flin. Hift. Natur. vi. 31. 

(8t) Ojie of thefe dykes, which prodt^ces an artificUl cafcade orcata* 

rara^, is defcribed by Tavernier (part. i. 1. ii. p. 27,6.) and ThevenoC 

^ (part, iju 1. i. p- 193*)- The Per6aa«, or AflTyriain. raboured to inter- 

hipt the navigation of the riv«r (Strabp, I. xv» p. 1073. D'AaviVe« 

rEaphcafie et lie 7'P<B» P* 99* 99')* 

(8i) Rtc^lca the fiicceftfal and appiavded nflioers of Asathoqies and 
^^ortes, who burnt their (hipfs ao^ ccyift of Africa and Mexico. 

(83) See the j^d'tcioiii reflcCtiont of the author ti the EiT^i for 1^ 
Taiftiquc, t^na. U. p. iQ7«*-3S3* uid the learned remarks of M. GoichT 
ardt, Nouveaox Memoires Militaires, torn, i p« 35 1 '—28a* on the bag> 
^ and (abfiftence of Uic Romiui armies. 
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the fubfifteflce of fixty thoufand men muft have 
been one of the moll important cares of a prUf 
dent general ; and that fubfiftence could only be 
drawn from his own or from the enemy's coun* 
try. Had it been poffible for Juliaji to maintain 
a bridge of communication on the Tigris, and 
to prelierve the conquered places of Aflyria, a 
a defolated province could not afford any large or 
regular fupplies, in a feafon of the year when 
the lands were covered by the inundation of the 
Euphrates (84), and the unwholfome air was 
darkened with fwarms of innumerable infedts (85). 
The appearance of the hoftile country was far 
more inviting. The extenfive rejgion that lie3 
between the river Tigris and the mountains of 
Media, was filled with villages and towns ; and 
the fertile foil, for the moft part, was in a very 
improved ftate of cultivation. Julian might 
expedt, that a conqueror, who podeffed the two 
forcible inftruments of perfuafion, fteel and 
gold, would eafily procure a plentiful fubfiftence 
from the fears or avarice of the natives. But, 
on the approach of the Romans, this rich and 
fmillng profpe6t was inftantly blafted. Wherever 
they moved, the inhabitants deferted the open 
villages, and took fhelter in the fortified towns; 
the cattle was driyen away ; the grafs and ripe 

corn 

(84) The Tigris rifes to the fouth, the Euphrates ta the north, of the 
Armeniao mouiittin^. The /ormcr over^w^ m March, the IttCetin 
July. Thefe circvmfttnces are well expired in the Geographical Dif- 
fertation of Fofter, inferted in SpeimsMi-a Expedition of Cynu, vol. ii. 
p. *5. 

(S5) Ammianns (xxiv. B.) defer ibes, a« be had felt, the incoaveniency 
^^ of the flood, the beat, and the infe^ks. The landc of AiTyria, ofiprcflrcd 
by the Turks, and ravaged by the Cards, or ^bs, yield aQ iacreafe of 
ten, fifteen, and twenty fold, for the feed which is cad into the grouBd 
by the wretched and unlkitfttl huibandman. Voyagea de Niebuhr^ totsy 
i». p. 179. 185. 
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com were confumed with fire ; and, as foon as 
the flames had fubfided which interrupted the 
march of Julian, he beheld the melancholy face 
of a fmoking and naked defert. This defperatc 
but efFeAual method of defence, can only be 
executed by the enthufiafm of a people whq 
jprefcr their independence to their property; or 
by the rigour of an arbitrary government, which 
confuks the public fafety without Submitting to 
their inclinations the liberty of choice. On the 
prefent occafion, the zeal and obedience of the 
rerf^ahs (econded the commands of Sapor ; an4 
the emperor was foon reduced to the fcanty flock 
of provifions, which continually wafted in his 
bands. Befoirc they were entirely confumed, he 
might ftill have reached the wealthy and unwar- 
like citie$ of Ecbatana, or Sufaj by the effort of 
a rapid and well-direAed march (86) ; but he 
was deprived of this laft refoiirce by his igno- 
rance of the roads, and by the perfidy of his 
guides. The Romans wandered feveral days in 
the coiintn' ^d the eaftward of Bagdadi : the 
rerfian deierter, who had artfully led thcim into 
tlie fnare, efcaped from their refentmcnt ;. and 
his followers, as fppn as they were jput to the 
torture" confeffed the fecretof the ^onfpiracy. 
The vilionary conquefts of Hyrcania and India, 
which had fo long anVufed, how tormented, the" 
^lind of Julian. Confcious that his own impru- 
dence was the caufe of the, pubjic diftrefs, he 
anxioufly balanced the hopes of fafety or fuccefs, 
without obt^ning a fatisfaftory iairfwer either 
^ . .', fron\ 

(16) liidore of Cbtrax (Manfioa Parthic. p. $,6. in Hadfoo, Geo- 
graph. Minor, torn, it.) reckons izp fchsni from SelqcU, and Tbevenot 
(part. i. I. ii. p. £op— 24S)r ii8 hours of march from Bagdad t^ 
Ecbatana, or Maiqadan. Thefe meafures gmnet exceed an ordinar/ 
parafang, or three Roman miles. 
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from gods or men. At length, as the oiily pracr^ 
ticablc meafure, he embraced the rcfolution of 
Uircdling his fteps towards the banks of the Ti; 
gris, with the delign of faving the army by i 
hafty march to the confines of Corduene; a fer-i 
tile and friendly province, which acknowledged 
the fovereignty of Rome. The defpondmg 
trooj^s obeyed the fignal of the retreat, only fe- 
Venty days after they had paffed the Chaboras,, ^^^ 
with the fanguine expedtatioil of ftlbverting the 
throile of Perfia (87). 

As lori^ a^ the Romans feemed to advandb intoi^ctrcat aai 
the country; their inarch \Vai5 bbferved and iil-d»ft«ft ^ 
fulted from a diftancc, by feveral bodied of Per-|Sg,^*"°" 
fiaii cftvaliy i who (hewing thfcmfelvcsi fome- 
time^ in toofe; ind fdmetimes iti clofdr, brder; 
faintly fkirmiftied with the advanced giiards. 
Thefe detachments Weire; However; fiipported by 
a much greater forces and the hieads of the co- 
lumns were no fooner poiiited towards the Tigris; 
than a cloud of duft aroCe oil the plaiil. The 
Romans, who now afpired only to this jperriiiffioii 
of a fafe and fpeedy retreat, endeavbured to 
perfuade themfelves, that this formidable ap^jear-^ 
ance wds dcpafioned by a troop of wild dues; 6i 
perhaps by the approach of fome friendly Arabs. 
They halted; pitched their tents, fortified thei^ 
camp, paffbd the wholte night in continual 
alarms ; and difcbviered, at the dawli of day, tHslt 
they were furroufided by an army of Perfiaris. 
This army; which might be corifidered brily as 
die van of the Barbariaiis, wis (bbtt JFoUowed 6y 

the 

(87) The march of Jalitn from Ctefipboo, NcircomfttntiiAIy, bat not 
cktrly, defcribcd by AmmUnot (zzhr. 7, S,)y Libtnins (Ont. Parent. 
^ 134* P> 3S7*)9 *od S^fimut (1. iti. |». 1S3). The two laft feemigno* 
rant that their conqueror was retreating ; and Libantns abfiinUy confiaeS 
kirn to the btnks iof the Tigri»« 
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the main body of cuirafliers, archers, and ele- 
phants, commanded by Meranes, a general of 
rank and reputation. He was accompanied by 
two of the king's fons, and many of the princi- 
pal fatraps ; and fame and expectation exagge- 
rated the Ihrength of the remaining powers, which 
flowly advanced under the condu6k of Sapor 
himfelf. As the Romans continued their march, 
their long array, which was forced to bend or 
divide, according to the varieties of the ground, 
afforded frequent and favourable opportunities to 
their vigilant enemies. The Perfians repeatedly 
chargedwith fury ; they were repeatedly repulfed 
with firmnefs \ and the a£tion at Maronga, 
which almoft deferved the name of a battle, was 
marked by a confiderable lofs of fatraps and 
elephants, perhaps of equal value in the eyes of 
their monarch. Thefe fplendid advantages were 
not obtained without an adequate (laughter on 
the fide of the Romans : feveral officers of di- 
ftindion were cither killed or wounded ; and 
the emperor himfelf, who, on all occafions of 
danger, infpired and guided the valour of his 
troops, was obliged to expofe his perfon, and 
exert his abilities. The weight of offenfive and 
defenfive arms, which ftill conftituted the 
flrength and fafety of the Romans, difabled 
them from making any long or efFedual purfuit ; 
and as the horfemen of the Eaft were trained to 
dart their javelins, and (hoot their arrows, at full 
fpeed, and in- every poffiWe diredion (88), the 
cavalry of Perfia was never more formidable 
than in the moment of a rapid and diforderly 

flight. 

(•t) ClMrdrn, tht msft judiciovt of modern trtrellert, defcribes (torn. 
iii. p. $7, 5<^ IkEC. edit, in 410.) tbe education tnd dexterity of the Pqrfiait 
horfemen. Briflanioi (dc Regno Perfico^ p. 650. tftfi, &c.} hu coUeaed 
the tcllimonies of antiqaity. 
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flight. But the mod certain and irreparable lofs 
of the Romansj was that of time; The hardy 
vcteraps, accuftomed to the cold climate bf Gaut 
iand Germany, fainted under the fultry heat of an 
Aflyrian fummer; their vigour was exhaufted 
by the inceffant repetition of march and com- 
bat ; and the progiefs of the army was fufpendcd 
by the precautions of a flow and dangerous re- 
treat, in the fsrefence of an aftive enemyi 
Every day^ every hour, as the fupply diminim- 
ed, the value and price of fubfiftence increafed 
in the Roman camp (89). Julian, who always 
tontented himfelf with fuch food ia& a hungry 
foldier would have difdainedj diftributedj for 
the ufe of the trotJpSi the provifiorts of the Irh- 
Jjerial hbufehold, and whatever could be fpared 
from the, fumpter-horfes bf the tribunes attd ge- 
nerals. iSut this feeble relief ferved only to ag- 
gravate the fenfe of the public diftrefs ; and the 
Romans began to entertain the moft gloc^y ap* . 
prehenfionS, that before they could reach mt 
frontiers of the empire, they fhould all perifti^ 
either by fatriine, or by tlie fword of the Bar^ 
barians (90). V 

While Juliati llbruggled with the almdft infu- juUih \k 
berable difficulties of his fituatioh, the filent^^Jj}^^ 
nours of theiiight were ftill devoted to ftudy and 
eontcmplation. Whenever he clof<?d his eyes 
in (hort and interrupted flumbers, his mind was 

agitated 

(8^) In Maf k Aiitooy*« rctreit, in attic ckftnk fold f«r fifty dridbntc, 
or, ia other wordn a pomui of flour for tweive or fe^Pteen (hUling^ : 
barley-bread wai fold for its height in fihrer. It ii itnpofibtt to peroft 
thcititereftingbarrativeef Ploterth (tom. v. p. E6x-^it6«)> witbmt 
^rceiving that Mark Antony and Juliab wtr« purfiMd by «be famt cne- 
hiiea, and involt^ ia tke £uiie ditlfefa. 

<90) Ammian. xxiv. 8. xxv. i. Zofinaua, 1. iiL p. 1I4, 18$, i%$i 
Libaniu»,Orat. Parent, c. I j4, I35- P- 357» 3$8* 35i>. ThcfopWftof 
Antioch appcirs ignorant tbitt the troops were huosry; 
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agitated with painful anxiety; nor can it be 
thoueht furprifing, that the Genius of the empire 
(hould once more appear before him, covering 
with a funeral veil, his head, and his horn of 
abundance, and flowly retiring from the Imperial 
tent. The monarch darted from his couch, and 
ftepping forth, to refrelh his wearied fpirits with 
the coolnefs of the midnight air, he beheld a 
fiery meteor, which (hot athwart the Iky, and 
fuddenly vanifhed. Julian was convinced that 
he had feen the menacing countenance of the god 
of war (91) ; the council which he fummoned, 
of Tufcan Harufpices (92), unaniraoufly pro- 
nounced that he (hould abftain from aftion : but 
on this occafion, neceffity and reafon were more 
prevalcr^t than fuperftition; and the trumpets 
founded at the break of day. The army march- 
ed through a hilly country ; and the hills had 
been fecretly occupied by the Perfians. Julian 
led the van, with the (kill and attention of a 
confummate general ; he was alarmed by the 
intelligence that his rear was fuddenly attacked. 
The heat of the weather had tempted him to lay 
afide his cuirafs ; but he fnatched a (hield from 
one of his attendants, and haftened, with a fuf- 
ficient reinforcement, to the relief of the rear- 
guard. A fimilar danger recalled the intrepid 
' prince 

(91) Aihmuib. XXV. s. Julian had fwom in t paflton^ nunqtitm fe 
Marti facta fa^Urtim (xxiv. 6.), Such whimfical quarrels were not un- 
oommon between the gods and their infolent votaries ) and even the pru- 
dest Aoguftufl, after his fleet had been tWlCfc' (hipwrecked, excluded 
Ncptnnefrom the honours of public procefliona. See Hume's philofo- 
phicat RefleaioDs. Eflays, vol. ii. p. 41 ft. 

(9%) They AUl retained the monopoly of the vain, but lucrative, 
fci^nce^ which had been invented in Hetruria, and profcifed to derive 
their knowledge of figns and omens, from the ancient books of Tar- 
quititts^ a Tttlbuifagc* 
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prints to the dfcfeftcre of the front; arfd, as he. 
galfcpted between the cohimnd, the ceAtfc of 
the leftwas^^aftaeked, and atmoft overpovrcrcd^' 
by a furkHis* charge of the Perfiatt cavaky and 
elephants. This huge body was foon defeated^ 
by the wcll-tBWedf evolution of the light-infantry, . 
who afeseid t-tetr weapons, with dexterity and 
eflfeft^. aga»nft tlib' backs of the horfemen, and 
the legs of the elephants. The Barbarians fled ^ 
aftdlafian, who was^ forehioft in every danger, 
ariim&red thd parfuit with his vbice-and geftures^* 
His trembling goard^, fcattered atid oppreiTedby 
tlfc: difintderfy thrdng of friends and enemies^ 
renitmted their fd^rlcfs- fovereign tliat he wra© 
without- arnabur; and conjured him to dcclinis 
the fall of the impending ruin. As they ex- 
ckuwied (93) V a cloud of darts and aiwws was 
difcharged from the ftyhig fquadrons ; and a- 
jarvdia, after nazlng the (kin of his arm, twnf* 
pterccd the ribs^ atld fixed in the inferior part c^ 
the liver! Julian attempted to draw the deadly-, 
weapdn from his fide ; b^t his fingers were cut! 
bytheftKfrpnefsof tlie fteel, and h^ fell fcnfefcife 
fibm hit horife.- His guards- flew to his rdief ;. ' 
and the wounded emperor was gently raifed frdni^ 
thegmund, and* conveyed out of the tumult of / 
the battle into an adjacent tent. The report of 
the* melancholy event pafled from rank- to'mnk ; ' 
but the grief of the Romans infpired thehl with' 
invincible val^Hir, and the deiire of revenge: 
The bloody and obftinate confliA was maintain- 
ed by the two armies till they were feparated^ by 
the total darknefs of the night. The J^cxRztis 
derived: fomc honour from the advantage- which^. 
they obtiitied ag^rftflf the icft'wing, vVHert; Art^^ 
Vol. IV.' N' tolius^. 

(93) ClMwibant' Mn« inde cmnikhtla (fectlw rtot« of .V»fcfi«8)-qiwi»'. 
^Jisjedwit 'terror ,T uv fiigi^tium n»!«ir ttw^ira ruiimm atlr-ccmpefit!' 
culmiois dccUnaret. Ammi&o. xxv. 5, 



178 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tolius, mafter of the offices, was flain, and the 
praefedt Salluft very narrowly efcaped. But the 
event of the day was adverfe to the Barbarians. 
They abandoned the field ; their two generals^ 
Meranes, and Nohordates (94), fifty nobles or 
fatraps, and a multitude of their braved foldiers: 
and the fuccefs of the Romans, if Julian had fur- 
vived, might have been improved into a decifive 
and ufeful viftory. 

The firft words that Julian uttered, after his 
recovery from the fainting fit, into which he had 
Theddth been thfown^by lofs of blood, were expreflive of 
ef Julian, his martial fpirit. He called for his horfe and 
j^Jiwalf^* arms, and was impatient to rulh into the battle. 
His remaining ftrength was exhaufted by the 
painful effort ; and the furgeons, who examined 
his wound, difcovered the fymptoma of ap- 
proaching death. He employed the awful mo- 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and a 
fage; the philofophers who had accompanied 
him in this fatal expedition, compared the tent 
of Julian with the prifon of Socrates; and the 
fpedtators, whom duty, or friendftiip, or curio- 
nty, had affembled round his couch, liftened 
with refpedf ul grief to the funeral oration of their 
dying emperor (gs). " Friends and fellow- 
** foldiers, the feafonable period of my depar- 
*' ture is now arrived, and I difcharge, with the 
*• cheerfulnefs of a ready debtor, the demands 
" of nature. I have learned from philofophy, 

how 

(^4) Sapor himfelf declared to the Romans^ that it was hlspra£)icey 
td comfort the families of his deceafed fatraps, by fending them, as a 
prefent, the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by their 
ra^fter's fide. Libanins, de nece Julian, uicif. c. xiii. p. i6$. 

(95) 'the charadlei* and* fituation of Julian might countenance the fuf- 
pkion, that he had previoufly compoied the elaborate oration', which 
Ammianus heard, and has tranfcribed. The verfion of the Abbe de la 
Bkterie is £uthful and elegant. I have followed kim in'ezpreffing the 
]Hatonic idea of etnanatioiM| which is darkly infinaated ta the original* 



N 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 179 

** how much the foul is more excellent than the 
** body; and that the reparation of the nobler 
** fubftance, (hould be the fubjed of joy, rather 
** than of affliction. I have learned from religi- 
** on, that an eaily death has often been the re-r 
** ward of piety (96) ; and I accept, as a favour 
** of the gods, the mortal ftrolce, that fecures me 
** from the danger of difgracing a charadler, 
** which has hitherto been fu'pported by virtue 
** and fortitude. I die without remorfe, as I 
** have lived without guilt. I am pleafed to fe- 
** fleet on. the innocence of my private life ; and 
** I can affirm with confidence, that the fupreme 
** authority, that emanation of the Divine Pow- 
** er, has been preferved in my hands pure and . 
** immaculate; Detefting the corrupt and de- 
" ftfudtive maxims of defpotifm, I have confi- 
** dered the happinefs of the people as the end of 
" government. Submitting , my actions to the 
** laws of prudence, of juftice, and of moderati- 
* on, I have trufted the event to the care of 
" Providence. Peace was the object of my 
** counfels, as long as peace was confiftent with 
" the public welmre ; but when the imperious 
" voice of my country fummoned me to arms, 
" I expofed my perfon to the dangers of war, 
•* with the clear fore-knowledge (which I had 
" acquired from the art of divination) that I was 
" deftined to fall by the fword. I now offer my 
" tribute of gratitude to the Eternal Being, who 
^* has not fuffered me to perifli by the cruelty of 
" a tyrant, by the Tecret dagger of confpiracy, 
** or by the flow tortures of lingering difeafe. 
N 2 "He 

{96) Herodotus (I i. c. 31.) hat dlfpiayed that doflrine in an agreeable 
tale. Yet the Japiter (in the itfth book of the Iliad), who lamenta 
with tears of blood the death of Sarpedon his Ton, had a very imperfc<5^ 
■oUonof happincfs or glory beyond the grave. 
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** He has given me, in the midft of an honpui;a- 
** bile career, a fplendid and ^loriou$ departure 
** from thisworld; and I hold, it equally abfurdi 
** equally bafe, to folicit^ or to declinej the' 
*^ ft(oke of fate.- — -Thus much I have at- 
** tempted to fay; hut niy ftrength fails me, 
** and r feci the approach of death. — Lfti^U cau- 
** tioufly refrain from any word that may tend to 
** infl}ience your fufFrages in the eleftipn of. an 
** emperor. My choice might be infipruderit, or 
*' injudicious ; and if it (hould not be ratified by 
** the conferit of tbe iarmy, it might be fatal to 
*f the' perfori whorri I mould recommend. I 
** (Kail only, as a good citizen, exprefs my 
** hopes, that th^ Romans rnay be b^effed with 
** the gbverhiiient of* a virtuous fovereigr).'* 
After this difcbiirfe, which Julian pronounced in 
a firm and gentle tone of voice, he diftributed, 
a military teftament (97), the refnains of his pri- 
vate fortune; arid making ifome enquiry why 
Anatolius was not prefent, ne underftood, frgm 
the anfwer of Salliift,' tlie Anatolius was killed ; 
and bewailed, with amiable inconfiftency., the 
lo(s of his friend. At the fame time he reproved 
the immoderate grief of the fpedtators ; and con- 
jujred them not to difgrace, by unmanly tears, 
the fate of a prince, who in a few moments 
would be. united with ^lipayen, and with the 
ftarsCpS). TheTpedlators were filenti and Ju- 
lian entered into a metaphyfical argymeqt. with 

the 

(97) The foldiers who made their verbal, or nttocupatory, teftaments 
upon a£ltial fervid (m ptociri'fil'u)''were cxefcnpted fi^m'tlie ro^malitfes of 
the Rorrf'an law. See Heineccius (Aniiquit. Jur. Roman, torn. i. p. ^4 ) 
and Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxvii.). 

(98) This union of the human fool with the divinf aetherial fubflance 
of the univerle, is the ancient doctrine of Pythagoras and plato ; bu.t it 
feems to exclude any perfonal or confcioos immortality. See Warburtbn't 
learned and^rational obfcrvations. Divine Legation^ voK iL !>• 1 99^^% 1 ^* 
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the philpfophersPrifcus and Maximus, on'tlic 
fiature of the foul. The efforts which he madd, 
of rtiind, as Well as body, moft probably haften- 
cd his death. His wound began to bleed with 
frcfli yiplencc; his refpiration was embarraflfed 
by tj^e fwelling of the veins : he called for a 
dfiaugte of cold water, ancj, as foon as .he had 
drank it, expired without pain, about the hour of 
rnidriight. , Such was the end of that extraordi- 
q^ry nfan, in the thirty- fecond year of his age^ 
gfter ^jeign of one year and about eight months', 
from the death qf . Cohftantius. In his laft mo- 
ments he.difplaycd, perhaps with fome oftenta- 
tion, the loye of virtue and of -fame, which had 
been the ruling paflions of hia life (99), 

The.trjum'ph of Chriftiariity, and the calami -Eieaioo of 
tieisof the empire, may in ibmemeafure, be af- *.''*. "»?«'«■ 
cribed to Julian himfelf, who had negleiaed to a.'d."363, 
fecure the .future execution of his defijgns, by theJ»»«*7- 
timely and judicious nomination of an aflbciate 
add fucceflbr. But the royal i-ace of Cohftantius 
Chlotus. was reduced to his. own perfon ; and if 
he entertained any ferious thoughts of inyeftin^ 
with the pifrple the moft worthy among the tlo- 
fnaris,.he was diverted from his refolutibn by tHe 
difficulty of the choice, the. jealoufy of power; 
the fear of ingratitude^ and the natural prefump- 
tion of healthi of youth; and of profpefity. His 
yncxpedlcd death left the empire without atmaf^ ' 
tery and without an heirj ih a-ftate of perplexity 
and danger, which, ih the fpace of fourfcorc 
yeariS,^ had Qever been experienced, fmce the 

efe<9tion 

'••*•-»"••'■'-* - .. .- • • 

. if^^\ ^^^ w^olc rel^tipn of the <i^atJlpOt>Ii^<Li'Sivei\ b% Ammitnat 
(ny.j.), an inteUigjnt fpc^ttpr, jLibaniyis, whojturQf wjtb hofcorfroin 
t£ ^ncV^as TappUed fpmf circomlls^ces (Orat. Parental, c. i^6y^i^, 
^ f^^'-^jVi.).' Thi^ cAlumnlea qf Gregory, aod the legends of more re* 
cesc fiuatf , may pow bcjikntij dtfpifcd. 
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cleAion of Diocletian. In a government, which 
had almoft forgotten the diftindlion of pure and 
noble blood, the fuperiority of birth was of little 
moment ; the claims of official rank were acci- 
dental and precarious ; and the candidates, who 
might afpire to afcend the vacant throne, could 
be fupported only by the confcioufnefs of perfo- 
nal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour. 
But the fituation of a familhed arrny, encompaf- 
fed on all fides by an hoft of Barbarians, fliorten- 
cd the moments of grief and deliberation. la 
this-fcene of terror and diftrefs, the body of the 
deceafed prince, according to his own direftions^ 
was decently embalmed ; and, at the dawn of 
day, the generals convened a military fenate, at 
which the commanders of the legions, and the 
officers, both of cavalry and infantry, were in- 
vited to affift. Three or four hours of the night 
had not pafled away without fome fecret cabals ; 
and when the eleftion of an emperor was pro- 
pofed, the fpirit of fadtion began to agitate the 
afTembly. Viftor and Arinthaeus colledted the 
remains of the court of Conftantius ; the friends 
of Julian attached themfelves to the Gallic chiefs, 
Dagalaiphus and Nevitta; and the moft fatal 
confequences might be apprehended from the 
difcord of two fadVions, fo oppofite in their cha- 
rafter and intereft, in their maxims of govern- 
ment, and perhaps in their religious principles. 
The fuperior virtues of Salluft could alone recon- 
cile their divifions, and unite their fufFrages ; and 
the venerable praefedl would immediately have 
been declared the fucceffor of Julian, if he him- 
felf, with fincere and modeft firmnefs, had not 
alleged his age and infirmities, fo unequal to the 
weight of the diadem. The generals, who were 
f\jrprife4 and perplexed by his refufal, (hewed 

. feme 
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feme difpofition to adopt the falutary advice of 
an inferior officer (100), that they (hould adl as 
they would have ai^ted in theabfence of the em- 
peror; that they fhould exert iheir abilities to 
extricate the army from the prefent diftrcfs; 
and, if they were fortunate enough to reach the 
confines of Mefopotamia, tliey fhould proceed 
with united and deliberate counfels in the electi- 
on of a lawful fovereign. While they debated, 
a few voices faluted Jovian, who was no more 
thanjftr^(ioi) of the domeftics, with the names 
of Emperor and Auguftus, The tumultuary ac- 
clamation was inftantly repeated by the guards 
who furrounded the tent, and pafled, in a few 
minutes, to the extremities of the line. The 
new prince, aftonilhed with his own fortune, was 
haftily invefted with the Imperial ornaments, and 
received an' oath qf fidelity from the generals, 
whofe favour and protedlion he fo lately folicited. 
The ftrongeft recommendation of Jovian was 
the merit of his father, Count Varronian, who en- 
joyed, in honourable retirement, the fruit of his 
long fervices. In the obfcure freedom of a pri- 
vate ftatiou, the fon indulged his tafte for wine 
and women ; yet he fupported, with credit, the 
charafter of a Chriftian (102) and a foldier. 

Widiout 

(100) Honoratior aliquis miles; perhaps Ammianus bimfelf. The 
modeft aod jtidicions hiltorian dercril)es the fcene of the c!e€tioO) at which 
he was un^ioiibtcdly prefent (xxv. 5. ). 

(loi) Tht firimus, or frimiceriusj enjoyed the dignity oft fcnator; and 
though only a tritmne, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod. Theo- 
<lor]an. 1. vi. tic xxiv. Thefe privileges are perhaps more recent than the 
tune of Jovian. 

(Id) The ecclefiaftical binorian$, Socrates (1. iii.c. ««.)» Sozom^ (I« 
vi. c. 3.), and Thcodoret (1. iv. c. 1 .), afcribe to Jovian the merit of a con- 
feflbr under the preceding reign } and pioofly fuppofe, that he refofed the 
^f pie, till the v^holc ariby npanimoofly exchiihaed that they were Chrif- 

tiant. 
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Without bein^ confpicuovis for f^ny of the ambi- 
tious qualifications which ^Kcite tti^ admiration 
and envy of mankind, the comely pcrfon of Jo- 
vian, his cheerful temper, and farniliar vyit, had 
gained the affcAion of his fellow-iqldiers ; >and 
the generals of both parties acquiesced in a popu- 
lar el^ftion, which had not been ^ondufted by 
the arts of their enemiep. The pride of this un- 
expected elevation was moderated jby the jujil ap- 
prehenfion, that the famp day npi^^ .tercnina^e 
the life and r^ign of the new ^im^rqr. The 
profling voice of neceffity was obeyed Vitliom 4e- 
lay ; and the fir ft orders iffwtf^ jby Jovian, a fe\v 
hciurs rfter his predeceflbr ha4 expifed, >¥cre to 
prdfecutea march, which could ak>f;e extricate the 
Romans from their actual diftrefs(ip3). 
Danger aod Thc efiecm of ao Qnenx^y is gioft fijuq^r^ly ex- 
Sretf Pr^ffi^d by his fears ; and the degr(?e of fe^r roay 
' Ik accurately meafured by the joy .wit|i wbipb ^ 
June 27ih-- celebrates his deliverance. The yr§(Qpaie n^^s 
■''' ^ '^ • of the 4eath of Julian, which a 4cferter reveajed 
t6 the camp of Sapor, iiifpired the iflefpoodlfl^ 
nupnardi with a fu4den confidence pf yidtpfy; 
He immediately detached the loyai cavalry, pjCf- 
*ap? the ten tho^fand Imjnorials {iq/^)^ to fcgp^^d 

and 

tUns. Ammianus, otlmly purfoing his narrative, overthrows the legend 
py a/io^|e feptepcc* Hf^'^ pfo Toviano extilque iofjpcQis, pronuntiatum 
jTA}, frc. x,y'. |. ' ■ ' 

(103) Ammianu« (xxv. lo.) has (Jrawn from the I if? an impartial por 
Ir^it of jov^g: to whicji \hfi yotungjfr Viaor has added fomc^emarkaWe 
ftfflKp*. The Ajib^ df La Btel^ic (Jliftpirc de Xbvienj tow. i. p. i-— a^i) 
to?a»W?r«4 *n !?l|*qirjUif ii/lory j/his JTnort reigii i a work rerparkabljr 
^iftinguiflied by elegance of rtyle, criiical difquiiTiion, indreligic^s preju- 

OM) ll«"tf fS«it?tu|. h ♦ppears (jfop;i Pr<?copiu8, tb^t thc Immor- 
nls, A^fopio^s T^R^x Pyr\w and his fj^cctflvrs, wprc revived,' if we may 
Uf« (be igiprpw Hffild» fey \U S>iflsmdc5. ' Jfei%. ilc Rdgw)' perfico, p. 
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and fupport the purfuit; and difcharged the 
whole weight of his united forces on the rear- 
guard . of the Romans. The rear-guard was 
thrown into difordcr ; the renowned legions, 
which derived their titles from Diocletian, and 
his warlike colleague^ were broke and trampled 
down by the elephants ^ and three tribunes loft 
their lives in attempting to ftop tSie flijght of 
their foldiers. The battle was at length reftored 
by the perfevering valour of the Romans j the 
Peifians were repulfcd with a great flaughter of 
men and elephants ; and the army, after march- 
ing and fighting a long fummer*s day, arrived, 
in the evening, at Samara on the banks of the 
Tigris, about one hundred miles above Ctefi- 
phon (105). On the enfuing day, the Barbari- 
ans, inftead of harafling the march, attacked the 
camp, of f ovian •, which had been featcd in a 
deep and fequeftered valley. From the hills, the 
arcfi^srs of PerGa infulted and annoyed the wearied 
legionaries ; and a body of cavalry, which had 
penetrated with defperate courage through the 
Praetorian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubt- 
ful conflift, near the Imperi^^l tent. In the fuc- 
ceeding night, the camp of Carche was protedked 
by the lofty dykes of the river ; and the Roman 
army, though incefl^ntly expofed to the vexati- 
pus purfuit of ;he Saracens, pitched their tents 
neajr the city of Dura (106), rour days after the 

death 

^105) The obfirofe viUftgct oTtfae tAlaad ooimtry-arc inrtoov«vblyloA« 
p<}«^n w« tunie t)^ ^l#.e( battle where JuK^it f«U :. b«t M. d'AawiUie ' 
hM de8B0p|lrat«ilU|« pr^cife Otut^tioQ of Swpcjne, C«rche« aod. Ouri^alpng 
tlie banks <)if the Tigni (Geograpbie Aiyciennc, torn. ii. p. 248. rEuphmte 
ti le Ttgre, P> 9S' 97-)- 1° ^^^ "^i^^^ century, Sumere, or Samara, be- 
came, with a (light change of name, the royal refidence of the Khalifs of 
tUhouftaeAUMt. 

(4«i)^ ]>|iFft n9M a fqrtifivd place in the wara ef ABtic^»a|ttnilthe 
nhel» UUtdUmi 9^» (Folybius, L v. c. 4t. p. p. $4%. 55A edk^ C^ 
iauboa, in 8vo,]. 
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death of Julian. The Tigris was ftill on their 
left ; their hopes and prpvifions were almoft con- 
fumed 5 and the impatient foldiers,^ who had 
. fondly perfuaded themfelves, that the frontiers 
of the empire were not far diftant, reqiiefted their 
new fovereign, that they, might be permitted to 
hazard the paffage of the river. With the aflif- 
tance of his wifeil officers, Jovian endeavoured to 
check their rafhnefs; by reprefentingj that if 
they poffefled fufficient (kill and vigour to ftem 
the torrent of a deep. and rapid ftream, they 
would only deliver themfelves naked and de- 
fencelefs to the barbarians, who had occupied 
the oppofite banks. ' Yielding at length to their 
clamorous importunities, he confented, with re- 
luctance, that five hundred Gauls arid Germans, 
accuftomed from their infancy to the wat^rg of 
the Rhine and Danube, (hould attempt the bold 
adventure, which might ferve either as an encou- 
ragement, or as a warning, for the reft of the 
army. In the filence of the night, they fwam 
the Tigris, furprifed an unguarded poft of the 
enemy, apd difplayed at the dawn of day th^ 
fignal of their refolution and fortune. Thefuc- 
. cefs of this trial difpofed the emperor to liften to 
the promifes of his architedts, who propofed to 
conftrudt a floating bridge of the inflated (kins of 
flieep, oxen, and goats, covered with a floor of 
earth and fafcines(io7). Two' important days 
were fpent in the inefFedtual labour ; and the Ro- 
mans, who already endured the miferies of fa- 
mine, caft a look of defpair on the Tigris, and 
upon the Barbarians; whpfe numbers and ob- 

ftinancy 

(107) A Cmiiar expedient was propofed to the leaders of the tea tboi^ 
fiind, ai;id wifely rejeded. Xenophon, Anabiffis, 1. Hi. p. 2559 £$69 257. 
It appears, from our modern travellers, that rafu floating oq bladders per^ 
form ibe trade and navigation of the Tigris, 
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ftinancy increafed with the diftrefs of the Impe- 
rial 5rmy*(io8). 

In this hopelefs fituatioHt the fainting fpirits of Negotiation 
the Romans were revived by the found of peace. ■"**''**'y^ 
The tranfient prefumption, of Sapor had vanilh-'****^^ 
ed : he obferved, with ferious concern, that, in July, 
the repetition of doubtful combats, he had loft 
his moft faithful and intrepid nobles, his braveft 
troops, and the greateft part of his train of 
elephants : and the experienced monarch feared 
to provoke the refiftance of defpair, the viciifi- 
tudes of fortune, and the unexhaufted powers of 
the Roman empire -, which hiight foon advance 
to relieve, or to revenge, the fucceffor of Julian. 
The Surenas himfelf, accompanied by another 
fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian (109) ; 
and declared, that the clemency of his fovereign 
was not averfe to fignify the conditions, on 
which he would confent to fpare and to difmifs 
the Caefar, with the relics of his captive army^ 
The hopes of fafety fubdued the firmnefsof the 
Romans ; the emperor was compelled, by the 
advice of his council, and the cries of the foldiers, 
to embrace the offer of peace ; and the praefedt 
Salluft was immediately fent, with the general 
Armthaeus, to underftand the pleafure of the 
Great King. The crafty Perfian delayed, tinder ^ 
various pretences, the conclufion of the agree- 
ment ; ftarted difficulties, required explanations, 

fuggefted 

(108) The fir ft nailitary a£tft of the reign of Jovian are related by Am« 
miaous (xxv. 6.)9 Libanins (Orat. Parent, c 145. p. 364. )> and Zofimui 
(1. iiL p. i8p, 190 > I pi.) . Though we may dlltruft the fairneia of Li- 
banius, the ocular teftimony of Eutropius (uno a Perfis atque altera proeh'o 
▼i£lu8, X. 17.) muft incline us to (urpeA, that Ammianus has been too jea« 
lous of the honour of the Roman arnns. 

(109) Sextus Rofus (dc Provinciis, c, 29.) embraces a poor fubterfoge 
of national vanity. Tanta revercntiai Boninis Romani ftut) ut a PcrAi, 
frimui de pace fermo baberctur. ■ 
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fuggofted expedients, receded from his conccflR- 
onSy encreafed his demands, and v^afted^foiir 
tJays in the arts of negociation, till he Md ton- 
fumed the ftock of provifions whicl\ yet r^fifiaiA- 
^ed in the camp xsf the Romans. Hjid Joytai^ 
been capable of executing a bold ^nd pruddot 
Hioaifure, he would have contmued his mardh 
Witli unremftting diligence ; the progfeft erf th^ 
treaty would have fufpended the attacks of the 
^rbarians; and^ before the epcpiration of the 
tburtli day, he might have fafely i:eacb^ the 
iruitlful province of Corduenne, at tbc dillahce 
only of 6ne hundred mil?s (i to). The iftef6- 
lute emperor^ inilead of breaking thrpu^ the 
toils of the eneniy^ expeded his fate, with (Jatieilt 
reiigoa'tiort ; and accepted the huniiliating con* 
tiitions of peace^ which it was no longer in his 
gower to refuife. The five provii^es beyond the 
Tigris, which had,beeh ceded by tfie grandfather 
of Sapor, were reftored to the Pefflan monirch^; 
He acquired, by a fingte article, the irapregn^ble 
city or Nifibis j which had fuftained, in three 
fucceifive fieges, the effort of his arms. Singara; 
ind the caftle of the Mofbrs one of the ftrbngeft 

e laces of Mefopotamia, were likewife difmehi- 
bred firora the empire.. It was confidered as. ah 
indulgence, that the inhabitant$ of thofe fof-^ 

• trefles were permitted to retire with. their effefts ? 
but tfie conqueror rigoroiifly infiftedj that the 
Romans (hould for ever abandon the Jting and 
kingdotn of Armenia. A peace, or rather a 
long truee^ of thirty yea^s^ was* fti|)ulatcd bfe- 

tweerf 

(iit>) ft'u p^iumptuous to Contrdvert the opinion of AmmUnDs'^a ibi- 
dSeH and a (peaatbr. YeVit is' difftcult to underlUnd,- bow the mountains 
of Cordvcne conk) extend over the plain of AfTyria, as low as the confiux 
^ ctey figf Ml alid* tH<r great ^ah : oV /^ an army of fixty thoufeiia mea 

• oc^tfrfikt^ioiiFiriiBdrcd miles ijTfour daysi 
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tHg^n.ttie boAii^naobas ; the foithof the treaty- 
w^g^rati&ed^Sy folemaoatbs, and religious cofe- 
xnQnica.; . and hoftages.o6cliftiiigui(hed rank were: 
T^c\ptQqi\\y, delivered: taiecur6'tl9& peifelrmanee^ 
of t^exoqditiqos (i ii). 

Thq fojdiiftjrf Antioch, who faw with indtg-^Thefwak- 
n^tiOQ tlie fceptrc .of his hcra in the feeWe hand^*^'^*^ ^j^ 
of, a, Chrifttan fucceflbr, profeiTes to admir ethefkl^ 
f]qKx|cTatign,of ^Sapor^ in contenting himfelf 'with 
ib fmall a. portioaoE the Itoman Empire. If hc^ 
hfu;).{(ret;phAd asfac. a&tbe Biipbratesthe daim** 
of i his aoilpitiQa, he.. might Jiaive been feeure, foyst 
t«»ibaHiu$y of; not .me^ifig- with^a refafal^ If he 
h^d dx^ as.theL.bouadaTy-of Perfia, theQrontesv 
tb^ Cydnu9% the. Sangarius^- or even the Thi^ar 
cia^litpfpbojais, flaUeret& would not have .beej^ 
\yaQting i^i, tba'court- of Jovian to convince the 
timid V nlpi\afch^ that his remaining proyiaces 
\vould ; AiU } a&rd the moft^ampfe gc^tificatiens 
of pQ wpr/ and ; luxury^( 1 1 2). Without adopting 
ia it,s /uILforqe.. thist malicious infitliiatien^- we^ 
ixm^ acknowledge^ that the conclufiqnof ioig- 
npininioy$.aireaty.wafr facilitated by the pr^yate 
ambition of Jovian, The obfcure domeftic, ex- 
alted to the throne by fortune, rather than by 
merit, was impatient to efcape from the hands 
of the Perfians; that he might prevent Jthe d?-: 
figns of Propopius^ who compand^d ,,the arn^jf,' 
ot; McfopQtap^^ .a94 ,ieft^t;dlUhrhi&.doiib^.re^ 
over the legions and provinces^, whfcbiwefc Itiil"^ 
ignorant oflhehai^y and tumultuom^ph<3ace pf^ 
- -^ - ' ■ ^ - •' ■ ^j^ 

mianus {x%v,''j.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. i^jp* 364)1 ZoTiixuM^^iii.; 
p.jpo.. 191.), Grcg<^^Na«ja^(ei|l,XQlipL(Jv^4)..ii7».jiVwh«i9^{)Ht^ 
th'c dinrefs^to Jullap^'thc .^Uwjyaflce, j^ft Jojljail) »:*nd E\iU99»iW(^iAf )^i 
The laft mentioocid' writer, who wat prefcbc in a military ftation, ftjdca^ 
this peace neceflarianii qnidem fed igoobilem. 

<iia) Libanius, Or ft. Parent, c. 143. p, 3^4, 3^5. 
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the camp beyond the Tigris (115). In the 
neighbourhood of the fame river, at no very 
confiderable diftance from the fatal ftation of 
Dura (114), the ten thoufand Greeks, without 

generals, or guides, or provifions, were aban- 
oned, above twelve hundred miles from their 
native country, to the refentment of a viftorious 
monarch. The difference of their condudt and 
fuccefs depended much more on their charafter 
than on their fituation. Inftead of tamely re- 
figning themfelvcs to the fecret deliberations and 
private views of a fmgle perfon, the united coun- 
cils of the Greeks were infpired by the generous 
cnthufiafm of a popular aflembly: where the 
mind of each citizen is filled with the love of 
glory, the pride of freedom, and the contempt 
of death. Confcious of their fuperiority over 
the Barbarians in arms and difcipline, they dif- 
dained to yield, they refufed to capitulate ; 
every obftacle was furmounted by their pati- 
ence, courage, and military Ikill ; and the me- 
morable retreat of the ten thoufand expofed 
and infulted the weaknefs of the Perfian mo- 
narchy (11 5). 

As 

(113) Conditioaibus . . . dlfpendioHs Romans reipublicc Impofitis .... 
quibus cupidior regni quatn gloric Jovianus imperio rudis adqwievit. Sex« 
tus Rufus de Provinciis, c. zp. La Bleterie has expreflfed, in a long dire£k 
oration, thcfe fpecious confiderations of public and private intereft (Hid. de 
Jovien, torn. i. p. 3p, &c.)< 

(114) The generaU were murdered on the banks of the Zabatus (Ana« 
bafiiy 1. ii. p. 156. i. iii. p. Ax6>)> ^ g**^^ Zab, a rives 'of AfTyria, 400 
feet broad, which falls into the Tigris fourtren hours below Moful. 
The error of the Greeks beftowedon the great -and leflfer Zah the names of 
the Wolf (Lycos), and the Goat (Capr^s). They created thefe animals to 
Attend the Tygerci theEaft. 

(115) The Cyropadia is vagtTe and languid : the Anabajts circumftanti- 
tiftl and animttcd. Such is the eternal difference between fiaion and 
truth. 
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As thepriceof hisdifgraceful conceflions, theH^confmuet 
emperor might perhaps have ftipulated, that the his retreat i» 
camp of the hungry Romans (hould be plentiful-^*^***"' 
ly fupplied (116); and that they (hould be per- 
mitted to pafs the Tigris on the bridge which 
was conftrudted by tlie hands of the Pcrfians. 
But, if Jovian prefumed tofolicit ihofe equitable . 
terms, they were fternly refufed by the haughty 
tyrant of the Eaft ; whofe clemency •had par- 
doned the invaders of his country. The Sara- 
cens fometimes intercepted the ftragglers of the 
march ; but the generals and troops of Sapor re- 
fpedted the ceflation of arms ; and Jovian was 
fuffered to explore the moft convenient place for , 
the paffage of the river. The fmall veflels, 
which had been faved from the conflagration of 
the fleet, performed the moft eflential fervice. 
They firft conveyed the emperor and his favour- . 
ites ; and afterwards tranfported, in many fuc- 
ceflive voyages, a great part of the army. But, 
as every man was anxious for his perfonal fafety, 
and apprehenfive of being left on the hoftile 
fliore,' the foldiers, who were too impatient to 
wait the flow return of the boats, boldly ven- 
tured themfelves on light hurdles, or inflated 
ikins; and, drawing after them their horfes, 
attempted, with various fuccefs, to fwim acrofs 
the river. Many of thefe daring adventurers 
were fwallowcd by the waves -, many others, 
who, were carried along by the -violence of the 
ftream, fell an eafy prey to the avarice, or cru- 
elty, of the wild Arabs : and the lofs which the 
army fuftained in the paflage of the Tigris, was 

not 

(ii5) AccoVding to RuftQus, an immediate fupply of provifions W2» 
ftipulated by the treaty ; andTheodoret affirmn, that the obligation was 
faithfully difcharged by the Perlians. Such a fa£t is probable, but un» 
doubtedly falfc. See Tillemont, Hift. dc« Empereurs, torn* iv. p. 70a. 



igz THE DECLINE AND I^ALL 

not irrfcrior to thcr carnage of a day of baffle, 
As'foon as'^thc Roroians had landed on the Weft'- 
crirbatik, they were ddivered from the h'oftilc 
plirfuit of the Barhfarians v but, in a laborious 
march of tivo hutidVed miles over the plains of 
Mefopotamia,. they endlired' the laft' extremities 
bf thirft and hungtet. They were obliged to 
traverfc a fandy defcrt, which, in the extent of 
ftventy m*iles, did nor aflbrd a fingld blade of 
fweet grafs, nor a fingle fpting of frefti water ; 
andthe reft of the inhofpitable wafte was untrod 
by the footfteps either of friendis or enbmies. 
Whenever a fmall meafurc of flour could be 
difcovercd in the camp, twenty pouiids weight 
vere greedily porchafed with ten pieces of 
gold (117): the beaftsof burden were flaugh- 
tcred' and devoured ; and the defert wasftrewed 
with the arms and baggage of the Roman fol- 
cfienr, whofe tattered garments arid meagre 
countenances difplaye^d, their paft' fufFerings, and 
^ftuai mifery. A fmall convoy of provifions 
advanced to meet thearmy as far as the caftle of 
Ur; and the fupply was the more grateful, fincc 
it declared the*fidelity of Sebaflian and Procopius. 
At Thilfapatha (118), the emperor mofl gra- 

cioufly 

(1-^7) 'We ratyrettHfeft'lbnoc' lines of Lucair(PharfaI. iv. 95.); wh# 
dcferibes a iiaukir diftrefs of Caefar's army ia Spain': 

S«va fiunei ademt— — 

Miles eget : totacenfu non prodigut emit 

Ix^gtam CeVerem. Froh Iticri pallida tabes! 

Non de^ftprolatojejunns vendftor aufo: 
See- Ooicbardt (Nooveaox Mettitiirea Militiircsr ^hk i. p. $79-^3^^)- 
His Analyfis of the two Campaigns in Spain and Africa, is the nobleft ' 
monument that has ever been raifed to the fame of Caefar. 

(tiS) M. d'Anville (fee his Mapii,.and TEuphrate et le Tigrc, p. ^%t 
S3.) traces their march « and 'a (Cgns the true polition 0$ flatra,.Ur, and^ 
Tbilfapathav which AnTiriiihti$ has mentioned. He does not eompJain of 
the' SariifeV thedcadl^ hot wind, which, Thcvenol {Voyages, part ii. I. i; 
^ »5x4 f* rfiuJh'*««d?d/ 
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cioufly received Ac generals of Mefopotamia ; 
and the remains of a once flourifhing army a( 
length repofed ihemfelves under the walls of 
Niubis. The meffengers of Jovian had already 
proclaimed, in the language of flattery, his elec- 
tion, his treaty, and his return; and the new 
princehad taken the moft eflfedlual meafures to 
fecure the allegiance of the armies and provinces 
of Europe ; by placing the military command in 
the hands of thofe officers, who, from motives 
intertill or inclination, would firmly fupport the 
caufe of their benefadlor (i 19.) 

The friends of Julian had confidently an^unlveral 
nounced the fuccefs of his expedition. They en-ciwnour 
tertaincd a fond perfuafion, that the temples of J^e*"^^j ^^ 
the gods would be enriched with the fpoils of thep«a«e. 
Eaft; that Perfia would be reduced to thehum-^ 
b!e ftate of a tributary province, governed by 
the laws and magiftratesof Rome; that the Bar* 
barians would adopt the drefs, and manners^ 
and language, of their conquerors ; and that the 
youth of. Ecbatana and Sufa would ftudy the art 
of rhetoric under Grecian matters (120^. The 
progrefs of the arms of Julian interrupted his 
communication with the empire ; and, from the 
moment he had pafled the Tigris, his afFedtion- 
ate fubjcfts were ignorant of the fate and for- 
Tiine-j o^ their prince. Their contemplation of 
fiincied triumphs was difturbed by the melan- 
choly rumour of his death ; and they perfifted 
to doubt, after they could no longer deny, the 

Vol. IV. O truth 

(tip) The retreat of Jovian is defcribed by AmrnianQs (xxv. 9.}, 
tibftnius (Onit. Parent, c. 143. p. 365.), and ZojSmu8(l. iii. p. 194.). 

(i^o) LibaniiM, Orat. Parent, c* 145. (£366. Such were the oatura} 
Hopes and wifhet of t rhetorician. 
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truth of that fatal event (121). The meffengeri^ 
of Jovfan promulgated the fpecious talc of a 
prudent and neceflary peace : the voice of fame, 
louder and morefincere, revealed the difgraceof 
the emperor, and the conditions of the ignomi- 
nious treaty. The minds of the people were 
filled with aftoni(hment and grief, with indigo 
nation and terror, when they were informed^ 
that the unworthy fucceffor of Julian relinquiflbed 
the five provinces, which had been acquired by 
the viftory of Galerius • and that he fhamefuUy 
furrendercd to the Barbarians the important city 
of Nifibis, the firmeft bulwark of the provinces 
of the Eaft (122). The deep and dangerous 
queftion, how far the public fafety, was freely 
agitated in popular eonverfation ; and fome 
hopes were entertained, that the emperor would 
redeeni his pufiUanimous behaviour by a fplendid 
a6t of patriotic perfidy. The inflexible fpirit of 
the Rofifian fenate had always difclaimed the un- 
equal conditions which were extorted from the 
diftrefs of her captive armies ; and, rf it were 
neceflary to fatisfy the national honour, by de- 
livering the guilty general into the hands of the 
Barbanans, the greateft part of the fubje6te of 

Jovian 

(i«i) The people of Csrrhc, a city demoted to Pftginifm, buried the 
jnanifpicioUB meflenger under a p»)e of (lones>(Zorinau8, K iii. p. 15^.}, 
Libaoiuif when he recfived the fatal intelligence, caft bis eye on hia 
fword : but be recollefled that Plato had condemned fuicide, and that he 
ihufl live to compote the panegyric of Jnlian (Libanius de Vk& faS, ton. 

(139) Ammianus and Entropias may be admitted as fair and credible 

witnefles of the public language and opinions. The people of Antioch 

yeviled an ignominious peace, which expofed them to the Ferfianf>, on a 

naked and defencelefs frontier (Excerpt. Valenfia, p. 84^. ex Joanse 

' Antio«heno.)« 
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Jovian would hjivc cheerfully acqyl€fce4 in the 
precedent of ancient times (123). 

But the emperor, whatever might be the liraitsjovUn evi- 
of his conftituiional authority, was the abfoIute^",*^*"^j.|j; 
oa^Aer of ihe laws and arms of the ilate ; andftoresthefive 
the fame motives which had forced him to fub-f;^^;°J^;^ 
fcribe, now preffed him to execute, the treaty of 
pe^ce. He was impatient to fecure an empire at 
the e][pence of a few provinces ; and the refpedt- ^"k«^» 
^ble names of religion and honour conceajed the 
perfonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not- 
withftanding the dutiful folicitations of the inha- 
bitants, decency, as well as prudence, forbade 
the emperor to lodge in the palace of NiGbis ; 
but the next morning after his arrival, Binefes^ 
the ambaflador of Perfia, entered the i>lace, 
difplayed from the citadel the ftandard of the 
Great King, and proclaimed, in his n^me, the 
cruel alternative of exile or fervitude. The 
principal citizens of Nifibis, who, till that fatal 
moment, had confided in the prot^dlfon of their 
ibvcrcign, threw themfelves at his feet. They 
conjured him not to abandon, or, at leaft, not to 
deliver, a faithful colony to the rage of a Bar- 
barian tyrant, exafperated by the three fucceflive 
defeats, which he had experienced under the walls 
of Nifibis. They ftill poffeffed arms and qou- 
rage to repel the invaders of their country : they 
/equefted only the permiflion of ufing them in ' 
^heir own defence ; and, as foon as they had af- 
-ferted their independence, they fliould iniplorc 
the favour of being again admitted into the rank 
O 2 of 

(123) The Abbe ile la Bleteric (Hift. He Jovien, torn, ip- ai2— 
227. )» though a fevere ctfuift, has pronouoced that Jovian vas oot 
^)x)qnd toexecptehU promire ; (ioce he cmld not diOAember ihe empire, 
nor alienate, without their confent, the allegiance of his people. I have ^ 
never found much del}|bt or inflrui^ion in fuch politic^al rattaphyfici* 



196 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of his fub}e£ts: Their arguments, their elo-^ 
qucncc, their tears were inefFeftual. Jovian al- 
leged, with fome confufion^ the fandtity of oaths ; 
and, as the reludtance with which he accepted 
the prefent of a crown of gold, convinced the 
citizens of their hopelefs condition, the advocate 
Sylvanus was provoked to exclaim, *' O Empe-" 
•'' ror ! may you thus be crowned by all the cities 
*• of your dominions !" Jovian, virhb in a few 
weeks hadaiTumed the habits of a prince (124)^ 
was difpleafed with freedom, and offended with 
truth i and as he reafonably fuppofed, thaft the 
difcontent of the peoprle might incline them to 
fubmit to the Perfian governnient, he publifhed 
an edidt, under pain of deaths that they ihould 
leave the city within the term of three days. 
Ammianus has delineated in lively colours thcJ 
fcene of univerfal defpair which he feems to have 
viewed with an eye of compaffion (125). The 
martial youth deferted, with indignant grief, 
the walls which they had fo glorioufly defended : 
the difconfolate mourner dropt a laft tear over 
the tomb of a fon or hufband, which muft foon 
be profaned by the rude hand of a Barbarian 
ftialter ; and the aged citizen kiffed the trefliold, 
and clung to the doors, of the houfe, where he 
bad paffed the cheerful and carelefs hours of in- 
fancy. The highways were crowded with a 
trembling multitude: the diftindtions of rank, 
and fcx, and age, were loft in the general cala- 
mity. Every one drove to bear away fome frag- 
ment from the wreck of his fortunes 5 and as 

they 

( i 24) At Nifibis he performed a r»yaU€^. A brave officer, his Mine. 
' fake, who had been thought worthy of the parpie, was dragged from 
Tapper, thrown int6 a well, and ftoncd to deaths without aoj farm of 
trial or evidence of guilt. A,n«nltn. zxv. 8. 

(1S5) Sec XXV. 9. and Zcrfimus, 1. iii. p. 194, 195. 
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they could not command the immediate fcrvice of 
$n adequate number of horfes or waggons, they 
were obliged to leave behind them the greate^ 
part of their valuable efFedts. Thf favage in* 
fenfibiiity of Jovian appears to have aggravate4 
the hardships of thefe unhappy fugitives. They 
were feated, however, iq a new-built quarter of 
Amida ; and that rifing city, with the reinforce- 
ment of a very confiderable polony, foon reco- 
vered itj9 former fplendoiir, and became the ca- 
pital of Mefopotamia (12$). Similar orders 
were difpatched by the emperor for the evacua- 
tion of Singara and the caftle^f the Moors ; 
and for the reftitution of the five provinces be- 
yond the Tigris. Sapor enjoyed the glory and 
the fruits of his vi(t"tory 5 and this ignominious 
peace hasjuftly been confidered as a memorable 
aera in the decjiqe and fall of the Roman empire. 
The predeccffors of Jovian had fometimes rc- 
linquifhed the dominion of diftant and unprofi- 
table provino^ : but, fince the foundation of 
the city, the genius of Rome, the god Terminus, 
who guarded the boundaries of the rcpubjic, had 
never retired before the fword of a viftorious 
enemy (127). 

After Jovian had performed thofe engage-Reflc«i«i» 
; ments, which the voice of his people might have"* *^****'^' 
tempted him to violate, he h^ftened away from 
the fcene of his difgrace. and proceeded with 
his whole court to enjoy the luxury pf Anti- 

och 

(I id) Cbroo. Pafcbal, p. 309. The Ecdefiafttcal Notitis may be 
coofuhed. 

(127) Zofimoa^ 1. Hi. p. 192, 193. Sextos RuFus de Proviociist tu 
^9. Auguftm de Civitat. D«i, 1. iv. c. 29. Tbis general pofltion m«ft 
be applied and iateri>retc4 witb fcjftne camioo. 
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och(i28j. Without confulting the didtates of* 
religious zeal, he was prompted by humanity 
and gratitude, to bellow the laft honours on the 
remains of his deceafed fovereign (129) : and 
Procopius, who finccrely bewailed the lofs of 
his kinfman, was removed from the command oF 
the army, under the decent pretence of conduc- 
ing the funeral. The cbrpfc of Julian was tranf- 
ported from Nifibis to Tarfus, in ^ flow march 
of fifteen days ; and, as it paffed through the 
cities of the Eall, was faluted by the hoftile fac- 
tions, with mournful lamentations and clamor- 
bus infults. The Pagans already placed their 
beloved hero in the rank of thofe gods whofe 
worlhip he had reftored ; while the iuvedives of 
the Chriftians purfued the foul of the apoftate to 
hell, and his body to the grave (i 30). One par- 
ly lamented Xh€ approaching ruin of their altars ; 
the other celebrated the marvellous deliverance of 
the church. The Chriftians applauded, in lofty 
and ambiguous ilrains, the ftroke bf divine 
vengeance, which had been fo long fufpehded 
over the guilty head of Julian. Th^y acknow- 
ledged, that the death ot the tyrant, at the in- 
Jlant he expired beyond the Tigris, wii revealed 

. to' 

(iiS) AmmUhus tt^. 9. Zofimns, I. Hi. |i. 195. He mi^ be 
€()u» et viao Venerique IndaJgeni. But I agree with La Bleterie t^oift;' 
i. p. 144— IS4)« in rcjediiitg the foolifh report of a B.cchinalian rio^ 
(ap. Suidam) celebrated at Amioch, by the emperor,:. hit vfifeyzuda; 
troop of concubines. .. ; 

(lip) The Abbe de la Bleterie (torn. i. p. 156, 209 ) handTororly ex- 
po^ the brutil bigotry of Barbnius, who would bate tfaronfo jniita to 
the dogx, ne cefpiticia qTiidem fepultora dignuc. : • . . ., 

(130) Compare the Ibphift aifd the taint (Libtbhis, Moooil toth. ii. 
p. 45 1, and brat. Parent, c. 14$. p. s6f.c. i$JS. p. ^J}, with Gregory 
Natianzen, Oral. iv. p. ias— 13I). Th^ Chriftiaa orator hitiUx 
mutteis feme exhorutions to modefty and forgiveoeft & but he is well 
ifttisfied, that the real fufieritigs of Julian will far exceed the fabulous: 
torments of Ixloa or Tantalits. 
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fo the faints of Egypt, Syria, and Cappado- 
cia(i3i); and, inftead of fuffering him to fait 
by the Perfian darts, their indifcrelion afcribcd 
the heroic deed to the obfcure band of forn^c morr 
tal or immortal champion of the faith (£32), 
Such imprudent declarations were eagerly adopted 
by the malice, or credulity, of their adverfa- 
rics(i33); who darkly infinuated, or confir 
dently afferted, that the governors of the church 
had inftigated and diretfted the fanaticifm of 9 
domeftic affaflin (134). Above fixteen yeari 
after the death of Julian^ the charge was £b- 
lemnly and vehemently urged, in a public ora- 
tion, addreffed by Libanius to the emperor 
Theodofms. His fofpicions are unfupportcd by 
fadt or argument ; and we can only efteem the 
generous zeal of the fophift of Antioch, for the 
4:old and negleded afhes of his friend (135). 

It 

(131) Tillemont (Ht(^. det Emperears, torn. Iy. ^ 54^) faiscolle£^ed 
ihde ▼ifions. Some ik'sAX or angel irai obrerved to be abfeat in the night 
oa a fecrct expeditioa, ^cc. 

(132) SozomcD (1. vl a ) appkudt the Greek do^rine of tyrannicUi% 
but the whole paflkge, which A Jefuit might have tranflated, is prudent- 
ly fupprefled by the preCdeot CouGn. 

(133) Imiqediitei^ ^ter the death of Jalka* aa oncertaia ramottr was 
fcattered, tciocccidiflfe Romano. It was carried, by fome deferterr, to 
the Perfian camp \ and the Romans were reproached as the aifaffins ^f 
jhe emperor by Sapor and his (bbje^s (Anomian. xxv. 6, Ll)>anhl8 ^e 
tilcifcenda Juliani nece, c. xTii. p. 16a, i^).)* ^^ was urged, asadt* 
cifif e proof, that no Perfian had appeared to claim the promlfed reward 
tLiban. Orat. Parent* c. 141. p. 353.)* But the flying horfeman,. who 
darted the fiita) javelin, might be ignbcast of its eflfed ; or he might be 
(lain in the fame aaioo. AmmUmis neither feels o^r infpires a fuf- 
picion. 

(134) Of ir<$ frrtAnv ^rXD^^f r«f ^t*f t^vrtn x^x/^m. This 
dark and ambiguous cxpreilion may point to Athanafius, the firft^ without 
k rival, df iht Chiiftian ciergy (Ubanros de ukif. Jvl. nece, c. $• p* I49* 
La Bleterk, Hhl. i6 Jovien, torn. u p. 179). 

(133) The Orator (Fabricittir, Bibfet. Grsec. torn. vii. p. i4S**l7^*) 
icatters fufpiciollf, demasdi an inquiry, and infittnates, that proofs might 
Oill be obcaifled. He ticribet the iuc«cft of the Haas to the crimiaal 
fjeglea tf r«i^«ogifp^ Jolia&*s death. 
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•iMtiuncrti Jt was the andent cuilom in the funerals, ad 
«f JttHwi. y^eil as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the 
voice of praife (hould fee corredted by that of 
. fatire and ridicule ^ and, that in the midft of the 
fplendid pageants, which difpla>ed the glory of 
the living ot of the dead, their imperfections 
(hould not be concealed from the eyes of the 
world (136). This cuftom was pradtifed in the 
funeral of Julian. The comedians, who refent- 
ed his contempt and averfion for the theatre, ex* 
hibited, with the applaufe of a Chriilian audi* 
cnce, the lively and exaggerated reprefentation 
of the faults and follies of the deceafed emperor. 
His various character and fingular mapner^ af- 
forded an ample fcope for pleafantry and ridi* 
cule(i37). In the exercife of his uncommon 
talents, he often defcende^ below the majefty 
of his rank. Alexander was transformed into 
Diogenes; the philofopber was degraded into a 
prieft. The purity of his virtue was fuUied by 
exceflive vanity ; his fuperftition difturbed the 
peace,and endangered the fafety, of a mighty em- 
pire ; and his irregular Tallies were the lefs intitlr 
ed to indulgence, as they appeared to bp the labch- 
rious efforts of art, or even ot affectation. The re- 
mains of Julian were interred at Tarfus in Cilicia ; 
but his Itateiy tomb, which arqfe in that city, on 
the banks of the cold and limpid Cydnus ( 1 38), 

wa$ 

(i 3ff) At the funertl of Vefptrian, the comeditn who perfonated that 
frogatr emperor, iaxioudf inquired how much it coft-^Foor-icore thottfaiid 
pounds (centies)-*-Oiye m« the: tenth part of |he fum, and throw my bod^ 
into the Tybcr. Soetoh. m Vefpafian. c 19/ with the notes of Caiaoboa 
and Gronoviui, ' . 

^ (> 37) Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 1 19* >«o.} compares this fiippofed ignoraia^ 
and ridicaleto the funeral honoart of Conftantius» whofe body was chauni* 
cd Of er mount Taurus by a choir of aogels. 

(138) Quintos Curtins, L iii. c. 4. The luzurianqr of his defcriptioM 
lias heen often cenfu^ed. Yet it was ahnoft the duty of thehiftorian to ijf 
^ibeariver, whole waters had nearly proved fatal to Ales«iida* 
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was difpleafing to the faidiful friends, who loved 
and revered the memory of that extraordina- 
ry man. The philofopher exprefled a very 
reafonable wi(h, that the difciple of Plato 
might have repofed amidfi the groves of the 
academy (139): \yhiie the foldier exclaimed in 
bolder accents, that the aihes of Julian Ihould 
have been mingled with thofe of Caefar, in the 
field of Mar^, and among the antient monu- 
pients of Rpman virtue (140). The hiftory of 
princes does not very frequently renew the ex- 
ample of a fimilar competition. 

(13^) LtfaaaiiUyOnt. ParcnU c. i ^6* p. 377. Yet he acknowledges inritK 
fsratittide the Jii)crftlity of the two tojaI brothers in decorating thetomb df 
Jutian (de olcif. Jul jD^ce^ c. 7. p. !$%•)• 

(140) Cujus fopremaet'cineresy fi qui tunc jufte confulerety non Cydniu 
▼idere deberet, quamvis gratiffimas amnis et liquidus : fed ad perpetnan- 
(dam gloriam rede fa£lorom prcterlambere Ttberit, int^rfecaos urbem 
sBternaiSy divorumque yctenim moqumenu prKftringena. Ainipiaf^ 
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CHAP. XXV. 



TBe Chbernment and Diatb df Jovian.— Ekaion of 
t^akntinian^ who affociates bis Brother Valens^ and 
thakes ibe final DivifioH of tbe EqfterH and Pf^eftem 
Empires. — Revolt cf PrdcopiuS.—^ivil and Ec^ 
clefiqftical Admifii/ltation.-^GermaHy.—^Sritain.--^ 
Jfrica. — T^be Eaft. — The Danube, — Death. of l/'a-- 
kntimm. — His two Sons^ Gratian and f^alentiman 
11. , fucceed to tbe fVefttrn Empire. 

Slate of ihe'TT^H^ ^'^^ ^f Julian had left the public 
church, ^ J[ affairs of the empire in a very doubtfij 
^^'Z^z* and dangerous fituation. The Roman army 
was faved by an inglorious, perhaps a neceffary, 
treaty (i) ; and the firft moments of peace were 
confecrated by the pious Jovian to reftore the 
domcftic tranquillity of the church and ftatc. 
The indifcretion of his predeceffor, inftead of re- 
conciling, had artfully fomented the religious 
war : and the balance which he affeded to pre- 
ferve between the hoftile fadtions, ferved only to 
perpetuate the conteft, by the viciffitudes of 
hope and fear, by the rival claims of ancient 
pofleflion and adtual favour. The Chriftians 
had forgotten the fpirit of the Gofpel ; and the 
'Pagans had imbibed the fpirit of the church. 

In 

(i) The meiUU of Jovian adoro him with vidlorics^ Uurel crowos, and 
Proftrate captives* Ducan^, Famil. Byzantin. p. 54. FUUcry is a fooUih 
%iciAb; flit (ielboya hcrielf with her owQ hands. 
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In private familfes, the fcntiments of nature were 
cxtinguifhed by the blind fury of zeal and re- 
venge : the majefty of the law* was violated or 
abufed ; the cities of the Eaft were ftained with 
blood ; and the moft implacable of the Romans 
were in the bofom of their country. Jovian was 
educated in the profeffion of Chriftianity ; and 
as he marched trom Nifibis to Antioth, the 
banner of the Crofs, the Lab a hum of Con- 
ftantine, which was agahi difplayed at the head 
of the legions, announced to the people the fifth 
of their new empei'or. As foon as he afcended 
the throne, he tranfmitted a circular e^iftle to 
all the governors of provinces : in which hecoii- 
feffed the divine truth, and fecured the Iteal 
cltablilhment, of tlie Chriftian religion. Tb6 
infidious edicts of Julian were abolifhed ; the cc- 
clefiaftical immunities were reftored and enlarg- 
ed ; and Jovian condefeended to lament, that 
the diftrefs of the times obliged him to diminifli 
the mfeafure of charitable diuribUtions (z). The 
Chriftians were unanimous in Xht loud and fin* 
cere applaufe which they bellowed on the pious 
fucccffor of Julian. But they were ftill Ignorant, 
what creed, or what fynod, he would chufc foir 
the ftandard of orthodojcy ; and the peacfc 6f 
the church immediately revived thofe eager dif- 
putes which hid been fufpended during the fea- 
fon of perfecution. The epifcopal leaders of 
the contending feds, convinced, from experi- 
ence, 

{% Jovian reftored to the church r«F tt^)^ttti¥ xtcfi^f ; a forcible and 
comprehenfive expreffion (Pbiloftorgiua, 1. viii. c. $. with Godcfroy't Dif- 
fertations, p. 329. Soaomen, L vi. c. 3 }. The new law which con* 
demned the rape or marriage oT nuns (Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. zxv. leg. 2.)« ' 
is exaggerated by Soxoiacn ; who fuppofes, that an amorooi glance, the 
adultery ef (he boLtt, was punithed with 4eath by the cvwgelic kgiC^ 
^lor. 
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ence, how much their fate would depend on the 
earlieft impreffions that were made on the miad 
of an untutored foldier^ haflened to the court of 
Edefla^ or Antioch. The highways of the Eaft 
were crowded with HomoouCan, and Arian,and 
Semi-Arian, and Eunomian bifhops, who ftrug* 
gled to out-ftrip each other in the holy race : tlic 
apartments of the palace refounded with their 
clamours ; and the ears of the prince were af- 
faulted, and perhaps aftonilhed^ by the lingular 
mixture of metaphyfical argument and paifio- 
nate invedtive (3). The moderation of Jovian, 
who recommended concord and charity, and re- 
ferred the difputants to the fentence of a future 
council, was interpreted as a fymptom of indif- 
ference : but his attachment to the Nicene 
creed was at length difcovered and declared, 
by the reverence which he expreffed for the 
calefiid (4) virtues of the great Athanafius. 
The intrepid veteran of the faith, at the 
age of feventy, had ifTued from his retreat 
on the firft intelligence of the tyrant's death. 
The acclamations of the people feated him 
once rnore on the archiepifcopal throne ; and 
he wifely accepted, or anticipated, the invita- 
tion of Tovian. The venerable figure of Atha- 
nafius, his calm courage, and infinuating elo- 
quence, fuftained the reputation which he had 
fljr^ady acquired in the courts of four fuccef- 

fivc 

(3) Compare Socntet, L iii. c. 15. voA Philoftor(ias» 1. viii. c. 6. wllh 
. Godefroy's Diflerutionc, p. 33Q. 

(4) The word c^l^ial faintly expreflcs the impious tad extrtvygaoC 
flftticry of the cmparor to the erchbifiiopy tk tt^h rot 0My T«y •Aim 
0fi§wowf (See the origoul epiftle in Athantfios, torn. ii. p. 33.)* Ore- 
gory Ntzianzen (Orat. xxl p. 391.) celebretci the frieodQup of Jovian tod 
Athanafius. The primate's journey was advifcd by the Egyptian Nfookf 
(TiUemoat, Mem. £€ctf, torn. viii. p. 2%i*)* 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 205 

five princes (5). As foon as he had gained the 
confidence^ and fecured the faith, of the Chrif* 
tian emperor, he returned in triumph to his 
diocefe, and continued, with mature counfels, 
and undiminilhed vigour, to diredt^ ten years 
longer (6), the ecclefiaftical government of Alex- 
andria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. Before 
his departure frorti Antioth, he affuied Jovian 
that his orthodox devotion would be rewarded 
with a long and peaceful' reign. Athanafius 
had feafdn to hope, that he (hould be allowed 
either the merit of a fuccefsful prediction, or 
the excufe of a grateful; though ineffedtual, 
prayer (7). • 

The (lighteft force, when it is applied to affiftjovianpro- 
and guide the natural defcent of its objedt, ope-^**™"""*- 
rates with irrefiftible weight ; and Jovian had therttkm.^^*' 
good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 
which were fupported by the fpirit of the times, 
and the zeal and numbers of tne moft powerful 
feet (8). Under his reign, Chriftianity obtained 

an 

(5) Athanaliuii^ at the court of Antioch, is agreeably reprefented by La 
Bleterie (Hift. de Jovien, torn. i. p. 1 21—148.) : he tranflatcs the fmgu- 
lar and original conferences of the emperor, the primate of Egypt, and the 
Ariao deputies. t*he Abbe is not fatisfied with the coarfe pleafantry of 
Jovian \ but his partiality for Athanafius aHlimes, in bis eyes, the charac- 
ter of juftice. 

(6) The troe «raof his death is perplexed with fome difficulties (Til* 
lemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. viii. p. 7(9— -72) ) Bntthe date (A. D- 
373, May 2 ), which feems the moft confiftcnt with hiftory and reafcn, 
is ratified by his authentic life (MafFei Oflervazioni Letterarie, torn. iii. 
p.«i.). 

(7) Seethe obferyations of Valefius and Jortln (Remarks on EcdeO- 
aftical Hiftory, vol. tv. p. 36 ) on the original letter of Athanafius ; which 
is prcferved by Theodorct (1. iv. c. 3.). In tomt MSS. this indifcreet 
promiie is omitted ; perhaps by the Catholics, jealous of the prophetic 
fame of their leader. 

(&) Athanafius (apud Theodoret, L iv. c. 3.) magnifies the number of 
the orthodox, who compofed the whole world, «*«(«{ •Xtyttv wvrx 
A^fitf ^^•ytfyrdvy* - This aflertion was verified intbefpaceof thPrfcy or 
forty years. 
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$n eafy and lading vifkory ; and as foon a& the 
fmUeof royal patronage was withdrawn, the gc- 
niw of paganil'm, which had been fondly raifed 
;ind cheriibed by the arts of Julian, funk irreco- 
verably in the dufi. In many cities, the temples 
were (hut or deferted ; the philofophers, who had 
abufed their tranfient favour, thought it prudent 
to (have their beards, and diiguife their profefli* 
on ; and the Chriftians rejoiced, that they were 
now in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, the 
injuries which they had fuffered under the pre- 
ceding reign (9). The confternation of the 
Pagan world was diipelled by a M^Ue and graci* 
ous edi£t of toleration ; in which Jovian expli- 
cidy declared, that although he ihouki feverely 
punifli the facrilegious rites of magic, his fub- 
jeds might exewfe, with freedom and fafety^ 
the ceremonies of the ancient worftiip. The 
memory of this law hs^s been preferved by the 
orator Themiftius, wlio was deputed by the fe- 
nate of Conftantinople to exprels their loyal de- 
votion for the new emperor. Themiftius expa- 
tiates on the clemency of the Divine Nature, the 
facility of hum^n error, the rights of confcience^ 
and the independence of the mind ; and, with 
fome eloquence, inculcates the principles of phi- 
lofophical toleration ; whofc aid Superftition her- 
.f(?lf, in the hour of her diftrefs, is not alhamed 
to implore. He jufily obferves, that in the re- 
cent changes, both religions had been alternately 
difgraced by thefeeming acquifition of worthlels 
profelytes, of thofe votaries of the reigning pur- 
ple, who could pafs, without a reafon, and with- 
out a blufli, from the church to the temple, and 

from 

(p) SpcratMy I Hi. c. 314. Gr^gpry Niiianien (Omt. iv. p, 131.)^ 
«nd Uibafuqs (Ow|t. .Parenitlis, c. 148. p. 3^^.)» c?prefs ihth hyiaj^ 
fenticnents of their refpc^ivc fadlionf. 
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from the altars of Jupiter to tlie iacred table of 
the Chriftians (lo). 

In the fpace of feven montlis, the Roman His progreft 
troops, who were now returned to Antiooh, had^^"^*" 
performed a march of fifteen hundred miles ; a. b. 353, 
m which they had endured all the hardOiips ot^^*'**'' 
war, of famine, and of climate. Notwith- 
Handing their fervices, their fatigues, and ^ 
approach of winter, the timid and impatient 
Jovian allowed only, to the men and horfes, a 
refbite of fix weeks. The emperor could not 
funain the indifcreet and malicious raillery of the 
people of Antioch (11). He was impatient to 
poflefs the palace of Conftantinople ; and to 
.prevent the ambition of feme competitor, who 
might occupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. 
But he foon received the grateful intelligence, 
that his authority was acknowledged from the 
Thracian Bofphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By 
the firft letters which he difpatched from the 
camp of Mefopotamia, he had delegated the 
military command of Gaul and Ulyricum to 
Malarich^ a brave and faithful officer of the 
nation of the Franks ; and to his father-in-law, 
count Lucillian, who had formerly diftinguiftied 
his courage and conduct in the defence of Nifibis. 
Malarich had declined an office to which he 
thought himfelf unequal ; and Lucillian was 

maflacred 

(10) Tbemiftias, Orat. v. p. 63— 71. «dit. Htrdotn. Btris, 1(84. 
The Abbe de U Bleterie jodicioafly remarks (Hid. de Jovien, torn., i. p^ 
I pp.), that Sozomen ha« forgot the general toleration ; and Tbcmiftius, 
the eftabliihment of the Catholic religioa. Each of them turned away 
^otn the object ^hich bedifliked ; and wiihed to fapprefs the part of the 
cdi6>t the lead honourahlcy in his opinion, to the emperor Jovian. 

(11) 0# Ji Afri«;^fi; it^ iiwf htxurr€ 7r^6( «vrdy: «AA' i«^- 

ffam$/if ^eiUs), Johan. Antiochen. in Excerpt. Valefian. p^ 845. The 
libels of Antioch may be admitted on very flight evidence. 



^o8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

maflacred at Rheims^ in an accidental mutiny of 
the Batavian cohorts (12). But the moderation 
of Jovinus, mafter-^eneral of the cavalry, who 
forgave the intention of his difgrace, foon ap- 
peafed the tumult, and confirmed the uncertain 
minds of the foldiers. The oath of fidelity was 
admimllered) and taken, with loyal acclama- 
tions ; and the deputies of the Weftern ar- 
mies (13) faluted their new fovereign as he de- 
fcended from Mount Taurus to the city of Tyana, 
in Cappadoda. From Tyana he continued hig 
hafty mafth to Ancrya, capital of the province 
of Galatia ; where Jovian aflumed, with his in- 
fant fon, the name and ^ftfigns of the conful- 
j^ j^ ^ (hip (14). Dandaftana (15), an obfcure town, 
jmMTy u almoft at an equal diflance between Ancrya and 
Nice, was marked for the fatal term of his jour- 
ney and his life. After indulging himfelf with 
a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate fupper, he 
retired to reft ; and the next morning the em- 
Dcitthof peror Jovian was found dead in his \xd. The 
{l^'^jy caufeof this fudden death was varioufly under- 
'ftood. By fome it was afcribed to the confe- 
quences of an indigeftion, occafioned either by 

the 

(11) Compare Ammiinus (xxv. lo.)* wlio omltft the name of the 
Batavwns, with Zofimus (1. iii. p. ip7.)> who removes the fcene ot 
adion from Rheims to Sirmium. 

(13) Qnos capita fcholarHm ordo caftrenfis appellat. Ammian. xxv. 
10. and Valef. ad locum. 

(14) Cujus ▼agitua, pertinaciter reludantis, ne in oiruli fella veberetui 
ex more, id ^tiod mox accidit protendebat. Auguftus, And his fucceilbrs, 
refpe£tfullv iblicited a difpenfation of age for the fons or nephews, whtmi 
they raifed to the confuUhip. But the curule chair of the firft Brutus K^l 
never been difhonoured by an infant. 

(15) The Itinerary of Antonmns fixes Dadaftana 12$ Roman milrs 
from Nice; 117 from Ancyra: (Wefleling, Itincrar. p. 14* ). 'The 
pilgrim of Bourdeaux, by omitting ibme ftages, reduces the whole fpacci 
from 441 to 181 miles. Wedeiing, p. 574, 
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h € quantity of the wine, or the quality of the 
mu(hrooms, which he had fwallowed in the 
evening. According to others, he was fufFocat* 
ed in his fleep by the vapour of charcoal ; which 
extracted from the walls of the apartment the 
unwholefome moifture of the frcfli plaifter (i6)* 
But the want of a regular enquiry into the death 
of a prince, whofe reign and perfon were foort 
forgotten, appears to have been the only cir* 
cumitance which countenanced the malicious 
whifpers of poifon and domeftic guilt (17). 
The body of Jovian was fent to Conftantinople^ 
to be interred with his predeceffors ; and the fad 
proceflion was met on the road by his wife Cha- 
rito, the daughter of count Lucillian ; who ftill 
wept the recent death of her father, and was 
hallening to dry her tears in the embraces of an 
Imperial hufband. Her difappolntment and 
grief were embittered by the anxiety of mater- 
nal tendernefs. Six weeks before the death of 
Jovian, his infant fon had been placed in the 
curule chair, adorned with the title of Nobliffi" 
musj and the vain enfigns of the confulfhip. 
Unconfcious of his fortune, the royal youth, 
who, from his grandfather, affumcd the name 
of Varronian, was reminded only by the jea- 
joufy of the government, that he was the fon of 
an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 
ftill alive, but he had already been deprived of 
an eye ; and his afflifted mother expeded, every 
Vol. IV. P hour, 

(i() See Ammiamis (xxy. io.)» Eatropius (x. 18]. wbo might 
fikewife be prefeilt , Jerom (torn. i. p. 26. ad Heliodorum), Orofios 
(▼il3x)» Sozomen (K vi. c. 6.), Zofimus (i. iii. p.* 197, 198.), and 
Zonarfts (torn. ii. L xiii. p. 48, ipO- We cannol expea a perfedl agrec- 
menu and we (hall not difcufd mioute differences. 

(17) Ammianus, unmindful of hU ufual candour md gsod fenre^ 
compares the death of the harmlefs Jovian to that of the fecoud Afri- 
canus^ who bad excited the fears and refcatment of the popular faflioD. 
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hour, that the innocent vidtim would be torn 
from her arms^ to appeafe, with his blood, the 
fufpicions of the reigning prince (i 8). 
7h^t^ After the death of Jovian, the throne of the 
Fd)! ^ Roman world remained ten days (19) without a 
*^- mafter. The minifters and generals ftill conti- 

nued to meet in council ; to exercife their re- 
fpeftive fundtions ; to maintain the public order ; 
and peaceably toconduft the army to the city of 
Nice, in Bithynia, which was chofen for the 
place of the eleftion (20). In a folemn affem- 
bly of the civil and military powers of the em- 
pire, the diadem was again unanimoufly offered 
to the praefeft Salkft. He enjoyed the glory of 
a fecond refufal ; and when the virtues of the 
father were alleged in favour of his fon, the 
prasfedt, with the firmnefs of a difinterefted 
patriot, declared to the eledtors, that the feeble 
age of the one, and the unexperienced youth of 
the other, were equally incapable of the laborious 
duties of government. Several candidates were 

propofed : 

(18) Chryfeftmn, torn. i. p. 336, 344. edit. Montfaucoii. The 
Chriltiaa orttor attempts to cocntoit a widdw by the examples of illuf* 
trious misfortunes ; and obferves, that of nihe emperors (inchidiog the 
Csfar GaUus), wh* had reigned in his time, enly two (Conftantbe and 
Conftantius) died a natural death.- Such vague Gonibktions have never 
wiped away a ftogle tear. % 

( 19) Ten days appear fcarcely fufiident for the march and eledion. 
But it may be obfeVved : i. That the generals might command the ex- 
peditious ufe of the public pofts for themldves, their attendants, and 
mefiengers. %. That the troops, ibr the eafe of the dtica, marched in 
pisny diviiions ; and that the head of the column might arrive at Mice» 
when the rear halted at Ancyra. 

(ao) Ammianus, xxvi. 1. Zofimus, I. iii. p. 19S. Fhiloflorglus, ). 
viii. c. S. and Godefroy, DifTertat. p. 334. PhiloftorginSy who appears 
to have obtained fome curious and authentic intelliee»cc« af<;ribes the 
choice of Valentin ian to the prsele^ Sallutl, the mafter-general Arintheus* 
Dagalaiphus, count of the domeftics, and the Patrician Datiahus, wbofe 
prefiiog recommendations from Ancyra had a weighty influence in the 
dc6lion. 
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propofed ; and, after weighing the objeAions of 
charaiSicr or fituation, they were fucceflively re- 
jcded : but, as foon as the name of Valentinian 
was ppnounced, th^ merit of that officer united 
the fufFrages of the whole aflembly, and obtain- 
ed the iincere. approbation of Salluft himfelf. 
Valentinian(2i) was thefou of count Gratian, aEieaionand 
native of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who, from an^har*acrof 
obfcure condition, had raiied himfelf, by match- ***"^*'"*'** 
lefs ftrength and dexterity, to the military com- 
mands of Africa ^nd Britain ; from which he 
retired, with an ample fortune and fufpicious in* 
tegrity. The rank and fervices of Gnatian con- 
tributed, however, to fmooth the firft fteps of 
the promotion of his fon ; and afforded him an 
early opportunity of difplaying thofe folid and 
ufeful qualifications, which raifed his charadter 
above the ordinary level of his fellow-foldiers. 
The perfon of Valeminian was tall, graceful, 
and rmjeftic. His manly countenance, dpeply 
marked with the impreifion of fenfe and fpirit, 
infpired his friends with awe, and his enemiqs 
with fear: and, to fecondthe efforts of his un- 
daunted CQurage, the fon of Gratian had inhe- v^ 
rited the advantages of a ftrong and healthy 
conftitutioif. By the habits of chSlity and tem- 
peranfce, which reftrain the appetites, and invi- 
gorate the faculties^ Valentiniain preferved his 
own, and the public, efteem. The avocations 
of a miht;ary life had diverted his youth from 
the elegant purfuits of literature ; he was igno- t 
rant of the Greek language, and the arts of 
rhetoric ; but as the mind c** the orator was ne- 
P z ver 

(21) Amraiamu (zzx. 7. 9,)^ and the yoo^iger Vi^or, have furoiihed 
th^ poruaic of ValeatimaA } which lutnraJj/ j>rec€4c« inU illyftratpi th« 
hHloij of hU rc^ 
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ver difconccrtcd by timid perplexity, he was 
able, a^ often as the occafion prompted him, to 
deliver his decided fentiments with bold and 
ready elocution. The laws of martial difcipline 
were the only laws that he had ftudied ; and he 
was foon dilVmguilhed by the laborious diligence, 
and inflexible feverity, with which he difcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Jufian he provoked the danger of dif- 
grace, by the contempt which he publicly expref- 
fed for the reigning religion (22) ; and it ihould 
fecm, from his fubfequent condudt, that the in- 
difcreet and unfeafonable freedom of Valen- 
tinian was the effedt of military fpirit, rather 
than of Chriftian zeal. He was pardon^, how- 
ever, and ftill employed by a prince who efteem- 
ed his merit (23) : and in the various events of 
. the Perfian war, he improved the reputation 
which he had already acquired on the banks of 
the Rhine. The celerity and fuccefs with which 
he executed an important commiflion, recom- 
meiidedhim to the favour of Jovian ; and to the 
honourable command of the fecond fcbool^ or 
company, oF Targetteers, of the domeftic 
guards. In the march from Antioch, he had 
reached his quarters at Ancyra, when he was 
vnexpededly fummoned, without guilt, and 
without intrigue, to affume, in the forty-third 

year 

{%%) At AntUxft, Where he wts obliged to attend the emperor to the 
temple, he ftruck a prieft, who had prefumtd to purify him with loftnJ 
water. (Sozomen, ]. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, 1. iit. c. 1 5.) Such public 
deSance might become Valentiaian ; but it could leave no room for the 
unworthy relation of the philofopher Maximns, which fuppoTes fone 
more private offence (Zofimus, I. iv. p. 100, aoi.). 

(13) Socntfcs, 1. tv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Tbebais (the 
firft might be poffible), is ipterpofed by Sozomen (1. vl c. 6.) and PWio- 
norgius (1. vii. c. 7. with Godcfroy's Diffcrtitiow, p. 493.). 
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•y«ar of his age, the abfolute government of the 
Roman empire. 

The invitation of the minifters and generals at He is tc- 
Nice was of little moment, unlefs it were con-^y"J*^*^J^ 
firmed by the voice of the army. The aged a. d. 364.' 
Salluft, who had long obfervcd the irregular ^*^™*'3^*^* 
fludluations of popular affemblies, propofcd, un- 
der pain of death, that none of thofe perfons, 
whofe rank in the fef vice might excite a party in 
their favour, (hould appear in public, on the day 
of the inauguration. Yet fuch was the preva- 
lence of ancient fuperftition, that a whole day 
was voluntarily added to this dangerous interval, 
bccaufe it happened to be the intercalation of the 
Bi{rextile(24). At length, when the hour was 
fuppofed to be propitious, Valentinian (hewed 
hknfelf from a lofty tribunal : the judicious 
choice was applauded ; and the new prince was 
fplemnly invefted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidil the acclamations of the troops, who 
were difpofed in martial order round the tribu- 
nal. But when he ftretched forth his hand to 
addrefs the armed multitude, a bufy whifper was 
accidentally fiarted in the ranks, and infenfibly 
fwelled into a loud and imperious clamour, that 
he (hould name, without delay, a colleague in 
the empire. The intrepid calmnefs of Valen- 
tinian obtained filence, and commanded refpe£t : 
and he thus addreflfed the aflTembly ; " A few 
** minutes fince it was in your power, fellow- 
^^ foldiers^ to have left me in thp obfcurity of a 

'' private 

(24) Ammitnus, in a long, becaHfe onGiarooabley drgrefiiqii (icxvi. i. 
fnd Valeiiut id locum), rafhly fuppofes that he underftands z^ a(lronoB]i« 
cal qaeflion, of which hi« readers arc ignorant. It is treated with haore 
judgment and propriety by Ctfnforinus (de Die Natalr^. c. iq,), and 
Macrobiut (Saturnal. 1. i.cap. 12— 1 5.) The zpptWidion of Befextik^ 
which marks the inanfpicious year ( Augnfttn. ad Jaauarim« Epift. 1 19)\ 
«s derived from' the repeiifm oit\it Jixtb day of th^ calends gf March. 
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** private ftation. Judging, from the teftimony 
" of my pft life, that I deferved to reign, you 
*^ have placed me on the throne. It is now ny 
•* duty to confult the fafety arid intereft of the 
^* republic. The weight of the univerfe is 
•* undoubtedly too great for the hands of a 
•* feeble mortal. I am confcious of the limits 
*' of my abilities, and the uncertainty of my 
^* life : and far from declining, I am anxious to 
** folicit, the affiftancc of a worthy cojleague. 
** But, where difcord may be fatal, the choice 
** of a faithful friend requires mature and ferious 
^ deliberation. That deliberation (hall be wy 
** care. Let your conduft be dutiful and con- 
•* fiftent. Retire to your quarters J refrdh your 
*• minds and bodies ; and expfeft the accuftomed 
** donative on the acceffion of a new empe- 
** ror (25)." The aftonilhed troops, with a 
mixture of prid^, of fatisfa^ion, and of terror 
confeflcd the voice of their mafter. Their angry 
clamours fubfided into filent reverence ; and 
Vaientinian, encomoaflcd with the eagles of 
the legions, and the various banners of the ca- 
valry and infantry; was condufted, in warlike 
pomp, to th^ palace of Nice. As he was fenfi- 
bie, however, of the importance of preventing 
Tome rafli declaration of the fddiers, he con* 
fulted the affembly of the chiefs ; and their real 
fentrments were concifdy expreffcd by the ge- 
nerous freedom of Diigalaiphus. " Mol^ excel- 
*' lent prince," faid that officer, " if you con- 
'*' fider only ypur family, you have a brother ; 
^' if you love the republic, look round for the 

'' moft 

(Z5) VaWntinitft-s firft fpfccb is full in Atpmianixs (xxvi. 2.) ; coocifc 
and Arntentious in Phlloftorgiys {I viii. c 8. ). 
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*^ moftdcfcrving of the Romans (26)." The 
emperor, who fuppreffed his difplcafure, with- 
out altering his intention, flowty proceeded 
from Nice to Nicomedia and Conftantinople. In And aflbci- 
onc of the fuburbs of that capital (27), thirty f^^*,!;^'^!^;,^ 
days after his own elevation, he beftowed thcA. a 364' 
title of Auguftiis on his brother Valens ; and as^"'^*^' 
the boldcft patriots were convinced, that their 
oppofition, without being ferviceable to their 
country, would be fatal to themfelves, tlic de- 
claration of his abfolute will was received with 
filent fubmiffion. Valens was now in the thirty- 
fixth year of his age ; but his abilities had never 
been exercifed in any employment, military or 
civil ; and his charaftcr had not infpired the 
world with any fanguine expectations. He pof- 
fcfled, however, one quality, which recom* 
mended him to Valentinian, and preferved the 
domeftic peace of the empire ; a devout and 
grateful attachment to his bwiefaftor, whofe 
fuperiority, of genius, as well as^ of aitthority, 
Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in 
every action of his life (28). 

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, hexhefinaidi. 
reformed the adminiftration of the efnpire. AUvifion <^ the 
ranks of fabje<5ls, who bad been injured or op-wdicmVm- 
prefled under the reign of Julian, were invited P''"e*» 
to fupport their public accufations. The filence^' juni/' 
of mankind attcfted the fpotlefs integrity of the 

praefeft 

(26) Si tuM, tmas, Imperator^ptlme^ habes fratKni ; fi Rempub- 
licam, quaere quern vdlias* Atnmian. xxvK 4. la the dtvirion of the 
empire. Valentinian retained that finccre coanii^lior for himfelf (c. 6.), 

{%f) In fubgrbano, Anxmian. xxvi. 4. The famoua^^^om^, or field 
of Mars, was diflanC from ConftaotioQple either feven ftadia^ or feveit 
miles. See Yalefias and his brother, ad loc. and Docange, Conft. 1. ii. 

p. 140* 141- "7*» "73- 

(a8) Partiupem quidem Icgitimnm poteftaiis ; fed in modum appa- 
ritdris morigenim, ut pcogrediens aperiet textus. Amniian. xxvi. 4. 
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praefeft Salluft (29) ; and his own prcfling foli- 
citations, that he might be permitted to retire 
from the bufmefs of the ftate, were rejedted by 
Valentinian with the moft honourable expreffions 
of friendfliip and efteem. But among the fa- 
vourites of the late emperor, there were many 
who had abufed his credulity or fuperftition: 
lind who could no longer hope to be protected 
either by favour or juftice (30). The greater 
part of the minifters of the palace, and the 
governors of the provinces, were removed from 
their refpedlive ftations ; yet the eminent merit 
of fome officers was diftinguilhed from the ob-. 
poxious crowd ; and, notwithftanding the op^ 
pofite clamours of zeal and refentment, the 
whole proceedings of this delicate enquiry appear 
to have been coqdudted with a reafonable (hare 
ofwifdomand moderation (31). The feftivity 
of a new rdgr> received a Ihort and fufpicious 
interruption, from the fudden illnefs of the two 
prindes : but as foon as their health was reftored, 
they left Conftantinople in the beginning of the 
fpring. In the caftle or palace of Mediana, only 
three miles from Naiflus, they executed the fo- 
lenin and final divifion of the Roman empire (32). 
Vaientinian bellowed on his brother the rich 

prae- 

(tp) Notyglthd^fidlng the evidence of Zonarus, Sttidas, and tbq 
l^afchal ChrQoiclef lyf. de Tillemonc (Hid. des Empereurs, torn r.p, 
€7 1.) wi/bes to diCbeiieve thefe ftories fi avanta^ur^s a un payen. 

(zo) Eunlpius celebra^^ and exaggerates the fufferings of Maximum 
(p. 82, 83.) : yet ke allows, that tbia fophift or magician, the guilty 
favoarite of Julian, and (he peribnal enemy gf Valentiniao, wa« diO) 
cniHed on the payment of a fmall fine. 

(31) The loofe afTertions of a ^oexil difgrace (ZoCunus, I. iv. p. 20 1. > 
prt dete6^ed and refuted by Tillemont (torn, v, p. at.). 

j[|ft) AoDip^anus, xxvi. ^. 
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praefcdure of the -fij/?, from the Lower Danube 
to the confines of Perfia ; whilft he referved for 
his immediate government the warlike praefedl- 
ures of lUyricutftj Italy ^ and GauU fromgtne extre- 
mity of Greece to the Caledonian rampart ; and 
from the rampart of Caledonia, to the foot of 
Mount Atlas. The provincial adminiftration re- 
mained on its former bafis -, but a double fupply of 
generals and magiftrates was required for two 
councils, and two courts : the divifion was made 
with a juft regard to their peculiar merit and 
iituation, and feven mafter-generals were foon 
created, cither of ihe cavalry or infantry. Whea 
this important bufmefs had been amicably tran- 
fa£ted, Valentinian and Valens embraced for the 
laft time. The emperor of the Weft eftaUiflied 
his temporary refidence at Milan ; and the em- 
peror of the Eaft returned to Conftantinople, to 
aflume the dominion of fifty provinces, or whofe 
language he was totally ignorant (33). 

The tranquility of the Eaft was foon difturbed Revolt or 
by rebellion ; and the throne of Valens was^j^^'^' 
threatened by the daring attemptjs of a rival, s^'pteinbi' 
whofe affinity to the emperor Julian (34) was his «^' 
fole merit, and had been his only crime. Pro- 
copius had been haftily promoted from the ob- 

fcurc 

(33) Ammlaons fayti in general terms, fabagreftis ingenii, nee 
kcIlicU nee Uberalibus ftudiit eruditut. Amaiiin. xxxi. 14, The orator 
Tbemiftjus, with the genuine impertinence of t Creek, wi(ked, fof 
the firft time, to fpeak the Latin language, the dialeft of hit fovercign, 
'mf iutXtxrw x^mrurmf. Orat. vi. p. 7<« 

(34) The uncertain degree of alliance, or confangninity, is exprefled by 
the worda mfp^f^f cognatu% confobrinut (See Vakfius ad Ammian.' 
xxiii. 3.)* The mother of Procopiua might be a fifter of BaGlina, and 
Cpnnt Julian, t^e mother and uncle pf the apollate. Ducange, Fam. 
]^yzantia. p. 49, 
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fcurc ftation of a tribune, and a notary, to the 
joint command of the army of Mefopotamia ; 
the public opinion already named him as the fuc- 
ceflbr of a prince who was deftitute of natural 
heirs ; and a vain rumour was propogated by his 
friends, or his enemies, that Julian, before the 
altar of the Moon, at Carrhae, had privately in- 
vefted Procopius with the Imperial purple (35). 
He endeavourtd, by his dutiful and fubmiliive 
behaviour, to difarm the jealoufy of Jovian ; re- 
iigned, without a contefi, his military command ; 
and retired, with his wife and fanriily, to culti- 
vate the ample patrimony which he polTefled in 
the jMTOvincc of Cappadocia. Thefe ufeful and 
innocent occupations were interrupted by the 
appearance of an officer, with a band of fbl- 
diers, who, in the name of his new fovereigns, 
Valentinian and Valens, was difpatched to con- 
duft the unfortunate Procopius, either to a per- 
petual prifon, or an ignominious death. His 
prefence of mind procured him a longer refpite, 
and a more fpkndid fate. Without prefuniing 
to difputc the royal mandate, he rcquefted the 
indulgence of a few moments, to embrace his 
weejwng family • and, while the vigilance of his 
guards was relaxed by a plentiful entertainment, 
he dexteroufly efcaped to the fea-coaft of the 
Euxine, from whence he paffed over to the 
country of Bofphorus. In that fequeftered region 
he remained many months, expbfed to the hard- 
fliips of exile, of folitude, and of want ; his 
melancholy temper brooding over his misfor- 
tunes, 

(35) Ammian. rxiil 3. xxvl. 6, He mentions the report with much 
hefitation : rufornvit obfcurior fama , nem6 enim di£li aii£tor cxfVitit 
verup. It fervrs, however, to mark, that Procopius was a pagan. 
Vet .bis religion (Joes not appear to l^tvc promoted^ or obftruftcd, hk 
preteafiona. 
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tunes, and his mind agitated by the juft appre- 
henfion, that, if any accident (houki di(cover 
his name, the faithlefs Barbarians would vialate, 
without much fcruple, the la\rs of hofpitality. 
In a moment of impatience and dcfpair, Pro- 
copius embarked in a merchant veffel, which 
made fail for Conftantinopie ; and baldly afpired 
to the rank of a fovereign, becaufe he was not 
allowed to enjoy the fecurity of a fubjeft. At 
firft he lurked in the villages of Bithynia, conti- 
nually changing his habitation, and his dif- 
guife {36). By degrees he ventured into the ca- 
pital, trufted his life and fortune to the fidelity 
of two friends, a fenator and an eunuch> and 
conceived fome hopes of fuccefs, from the in- 
telligence which he obtained of the a£tiial ftate 
of public affairs. The body of the people was 
infedted with a fpirit of difcontent : tliey regret- 
ted the jufticc and the abilities of Salluft, who 
had been imprudently difmifled from the prs- 
feaure of the Eaft. They defpifed the charaa:- 
er of Valens, which was rude without vigour, 
and feeble without mrldnefs. They dreaded the 
influence of his father-in-law, the Patrician Pe- 
tronius, a cruel and rapacious miniftcr> who ri- 
goroufly exaded all the arrears of tribute, that 
might remain unpaid fince the reign of the empe- 
ror AureKan. The circumftances were propi- 
tious to the dcfigns of an ufurper. The hoftile 
meafures of the Perfians required the prefence of 
Valens in Syria : from the Danube tp the Eu- 
phrates 

{%€) One of his retreats was ft country-hcmre of Epnomius, ihc he- 
retic» The mailer was abfjcnt, innocent, ignorant; yet he narrowly 
eiVapeW a fentence of deatl!^ and was baniflicd into the rempte parts of 
Matiritania (Philofbrg. !. it. c. g. B. and Xjgdcfroy's Diflert. p. 359— 
378). 
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phrates the troops were in motion ; and the ca- 
pital was occafionaliy filled with the foldiers who 
pafled, or repafled, the Thracian Bofphorus. 
Two cohorts of Gauls were perfuaded to liften to 
the fecret propofals of the confpirators ; which 
were recommended by the promife of a liberal 
donative ; and, as they ftill revered the memory 
of Julian, they eafily cdnfcnted to fupport the 
hereditary claim of his profcribed kinfman. At 
the dawn of day they were drawn up near the 
baths of Anaflaua ; and Procofnus, clothed in a 
purple garment, more fuitable to a player than to 
a monarch, appeared, as if he rofe from the 
dead, in the midft of Conftantinople. The 
foldiers, wlio were prepared for his reception, 
faluted their trembling prince with (houts of joy, 
and vows of fiddity. Their numbers were foon 
increafed by a fturdy band of peafants, collefted 
♦ frofn the adjacent country ; and Procopius, 
ihielded by the arras of his adherents, was fuc- 
ceffively condufted to the tribunal, the fenate, 
and the palace. During the firft moments of his 
tumuhuous reign, he wasaftonilhcd and terrified 
by the gloomy fiience of the people ; who were 
either ignorant of the caufe, or apprehenfive of 
the event. But his military ftrength was fupe- 
lior to any adlual refiftance : the malecon tents 
flocked to the ftandard of rebellion ; the poor 
were excited by the hopes^ and the rich were 
intimidated by the fear, of a general pillage ; 
and the obftinate credulity of the multitude was 
once more deceived by the promifed advantages 
of a revolution. The magiftrates were feized ; 
the prifons and arfenals broke open ; the gates, 
and the entrance of the harbour, were diligently 
ppcupied ; and, in a few hours, Procopius be- 
came the abfolute, though precarious, mailer of 

the 
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the Imperial city. The ufurper improved this 
unexpected fuccefs with fome degree of courage 
and dexterity. He artfully propagated the ru- 
mours and opinions the moil lavourable to \m 
intereft ; while he deluded the populace by 
giving audience to the frequent, but imaginary, 
anibafladors of diftant nations. The large bo- 
dies of troops ftationed in the cities of Thrace, 
and the fortreffes of the Lower Danube, were 
gradually involved in the guilt of rebellion : and 
the Gothic princes confented to fupply the fovc- 
reign of Conftantinople with the formidable 
ftrength of feveral thoufand auxiliaries. His 
generals pafled the Bofphorus, and fubdued, 
without an effort, the unarmed, but weahhy, 
provinces of Bithynia and Afia. After an ho- 
nourable defence, the city and ifland of Cyzicus 
yielded to his power ; the renowned legions of 
the Jovians and Herculians embraced the caufe 
of ihe ufurper, whom they were ordered to 
crulh ; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he foon appeared 
at the head of an army, whofe valour, as well 
as numbers, were not unequal to the sreatnefs of 
the conteft. The fon of Horfmidas (37), a 
youth of fpirit and ability, condefcended to 
draw his fword againft the lawful emperor of 
the Eaft j and the Perfian prince was immediately 
invefted with the ancient and extraordinary 
powers of a RomanProcohful. The alliance of 

Fauftinaj 

(37) Horfinidft oifimro jovcni Horrmids fegali» illuit filio, poteftatem 
Proooofulit detolit ; et civilia, more veterum, et belb, r^ur«. Am- 
mian xxri. 8. The Perfian prince escaped with hoooar and iafety, aild 
was aiterwards (A. D. 380.) reOored to the fame extraordinary office of 
prDconful o( JBitbynia (TUlemonc, Hift. des Empereun, torn. ▼. p.* 
204.). I am ignorant whether the race of Saffian Y^at propagated. I 
find (A. D. 514 ) a pope Hormifdas ; but he wat a oa(i?e.ef Fru&ie^ in . 
Italy (Pagi. Brer. Fosiific. tem* L p. Z47). 
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Fauftina, the widbw of the emperor Conftanti- 
lis, who entrufted herfelf, and her daughter, to 
the hands of the ufurper, added dignity and re- 
putation to his caufe. The princefs Conftantia^ 
who was then about five years of age^ accom- 
panied, in a litter, the march of the army. She 
was (hewn to the multitude in the arms of her 
adopted father; and, as often as (be pafied 
throu^ the ranks, the tendernefs of the fbidiers 
wa$ mflamcd into martial fury (38) : they recol*^ 
le^keded the glories of the houfe of Conftantine, 
and they declared, with loyal acclamation, th^it 
they would feed the laft drop of their blood in 
the defence of the royal infant (39). 
Hbcfefcat In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed 
A^D,M. ^^^ perplexed, by the doubtful intelligence of 
May is. * the revolt of the Eaft. The difficulties of a 
German war forced him to confine his immedi- 
ate care to the fa£ety of bis own dominions ^ 
and, as every channel of communtcation was 
itopt or corrupted, he liftened, with dpubtful 
anxiety, to the rumours which were induftrioufly 
fpread ; that the defeat and death of Valens had 
left Pracopius fole mafter of the eaftern pro- 
vinces. Valens was not dead : but, on the news 
of the rebellibn, which he received at Casfarea, 
he l^ely defpaired of his life and fortune ; pro-^ 
po&d to negoctate with the ufurper, and difco^ 
vercd kis (ecitt inclination to abdicate the Impe« 
rial purple. The timid jponarch was faved 
from difgrace and ruin by the firmnefs of his 

minifters, 

(38) The infant rebd wan afrcrwardt the wife of the emperor Gratl- 
an s but ihe died young and chitdlefs. .See Ducao^^ Pam. Byzantin. p. 
48. 49. 

(35i) ScqOimini culmlnis fammi pmfapiam, was the ktnguage of Proco- 
piut ; who aflfeacd to defpife the obfeure birtby v^d fortuitous cleftios 
«f the upAart Pannoaian. Amxnian* xzyi. ^. 
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minifters, and their abilities foon decided in his 
favour the event of the civil war. In a feafbn 
of tranquility^ Salluft had refigned without a 
murmur ; but as foon as the public fafety was 
attacked, he ambitioufly folicited the pre-emi- 
nence of toil and danger ; and the reftoration of 
that virtuous minifter to the praefcfturc of the 
Eaft, was the firft Itcp which indicated the re- 
pentance of Valens, and fatisfied the minds of 
the people. The reign of Prbcopius was appa- 
rently Supported by powerful armies, and obe- 
dient provinces. But many of the principal of- 
ficers, military as well as civil, had been urged, 
cither by motives of duty or intereft, to with- 
draw themfelves from the guilty fcene ; or to 
watch the moment of betraying, and deferting, 
the caufe of the ufurper. Lupicinus advanced 
by hally marches, to bring the legions of Syria 
to the aid of Valens. Arintheus, who, in 
ftrength, beauty, and valour, excelled all the he- 
roes of the age, attacked with a fmall troop a 
fuperior body of the rebels. When he beheld 
the faces of the foldiers who had ferved under 
his banner, he commanded them, with a loud 
voice, to feize and deUver up their pretended 
leader ; and fuch was the a(cendant of hjs genius, 
that this extraordinary ortier was inftantly obey- 
ed (40). Arbetio, a refpe€table veteran of the 
great Conftantine, who had been diftinguilhed 
by the honours of thegonfullhip, was perfuaded 
W . to 

{40) £t dedigQatttt homioem fupcrare cartamioe derpicabiUm, auOo* 
ritatis et celli 6di)cia corporis, ip(is hotlibus jufllt, fuum vincire re^o* 
rem : acque it^ turmarum antefignaous umbratilis comprenfut fuoruRi 
tnaaibns. The (Irengih and beauty of Arintheus, the new Hercules, 
are celebrated by St. Bafil ; who fuppofes that Cod had a-eated him sa 
an inimitable noodel of the human fpecies. The painters and fculptors 
could not exprMs his figure: the hiftorians appeared fabulotts wheo they 
r<la(.ed*bi8 exploits (Axnmian. xxwu and Vatef. ad loc.). 
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to leave his retirement, and once more to cott- 
<iu£t an army into the field. In the heat of ac- 
tion, calmly taking off his helmet, he (bevtred 
his grey hairs, and venerable countenance ; Sa- 
luted the foldiers of Procopius by the endearing 
names of children and companic»is, and exhort- 
ed them, no longer to fupport the defperate 
caufe of a contemptible tyrant $ but to follow 
their old commander, who had fo often led them 
to honour and victory. In the two enga^ments 
of Thyatira (41) and Nacofia, the unfortunate 
Procopius was deferted by his troops, who were 
feduced by the inllrudions and example of their 
perfidious officers. After wandering fome time 
among the woods and mountains of Phrygia, he 
was betrayed by his defponding followers, con- 
ducted to the Imperial camp, and immediately 
beheaded. He fuffered the ordinary fete of an 
unfuccefsful ufurper; but the adts of cruelty 
which were exercifed by the conqueror, under 
the forms of legal juftice, excited the pity and 
indignation of mankind (42). 
g^^^ .^^ Such indeed are the common and natural fruits 
^ifitionintoof defpotifnl and rebellion. But the inquiiition 
JJ*?^™***^into the crime of magic, which, under the reign 
ILonie and of the two brothers, was fo rigoroufly profecut- 
^"ixtys, ^^ ^^^ ^^ Rome and Antioch, was interpreted 
<«• ' ' asthcfymptom, cither of the difplcafure of hea- 
ven, 

(*4i) The fftme field of battle i8^u:ed by Ammianttt in Lyck, and 
by Zofimue at Thyatira ; which are at the dillance of 1 50 milec from 
each other. But Thyatira alluitur Lyto (Piin. Hift, Natur. v. 31, 
Cdlarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii« p. 79.) ; and the tranfcribers might 
eaijly convert an obfcure river into a welUknown province. 

(4a) The adventurers, ufurpation, and fall of Procdpius, are related 
in a regular feries, by Aihtnianus (xavi. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.) and Zofima* 
(I. iv. p. ao3— 210.)* They often illuilrate, and feldom contradid« 
each other. Hiemiftiut (Orat. vii. p. 91, 92.) adds fame bafe pane- 
tffKf andEimapios (p. 83, 84) fome ixialidons fatlre. 
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ven, or, of the depravity of mankind (43). 
Let us not hefitate to indulge a liberal pride, 
that, in the prefcnt age, the enlightened part of 
Europe has aboliftied (44) a cruel and odious 
prejudice, which reigned in eyefy climate of the 
globe, and adhered to every fyftenl of religious 
bjpinioits (45). The nations, and the feds, of 
the Roman world, admitted with equal creduli- 
ty, and fimilar abhorrence, rhe reality of that 
infernal art (46^, which was able to controul 
the eternal order of the planets, and the 
voluntary operations of the human mind. 
They dreaded the myuerious power of fpells 
and incantations, of potent herbs, and execra^ 
ble rites j which could extinguifli or recall life, 
inflame the paffions of the foul, bla'ftthe works 
of creation, and extort from the reludant dae- 
mons the fecrets of futurity. They believed, 
with the wildeft inconfiftency, that thip praeter- 
natural dominion of the air,, of earth, and of 
h^U, was exercifed, from the vileft motives of 
malice or gain, by fome wrinkled hags, and iti- 
VOL. IV.. Q^ nerant 

(43) Libaniufide ukifcend. Julisn. nKe^ c. ix. p. 158, I $9. The fo- 
phift deplores the public frenzy, bat he does not (sfter their deaths) im« 
peach the juftice of the emperors. 

(44) The French and Edgliih lawyers, of tht prefrtkt age, atlow the 
thtory^ and deny the fra&ce^ of witchcraft (Oentfart, Recueil de Decl- 
ijons de Jarifprudence, au mot Strcierty torn. Iv. p. 553. Biackftone's 
Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 60 ).^^ private reafon always pfevcnts, or 
ootftrips, pttblk .wi(<lom, the^Hent Montefqoieu (£fprit des Loix, 
1. xii. c. s, 6.) reje£^s the exi/i^KK^ ntupc. 

(45) See Oeuvres de Bayle, tohi. iii. p. 5^7'-5«^. The fteptic oC 
itotterdam exhibits, according to hi& coftom, a ilrange mcsdley ofkbTe 
knowledge, and lively wit. 

{46) The pagans didlnguilhed between good and b«td miglc» the 
Theurgic and the Goetic (Hift. de I'Academie, &c torn. vii. p^ A$.)- 
But they could not have defended tdis obfcure diftm^^ioa agyinft* the 
acute logic of Bayle. In the Jewifh and Chriilian fyftem, all dsmons 
are infernal fpirits ; and all comtnerce with them is idolatry, apoftacy, 
&c* which def(i;rvet deatU and daranation. 
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nerant forcerers, who paffed their obfcure lives 
in penury and contempt (47). The arts of ma- 
gic were equally condemned by the public opi- 
nion, and by the laws of Rome ; but as they 
tended to gratify the moft imperious paflions of 
the heart of man, they were continually pro- 
fcribed, and continually pradifed (48). An 
imaginary caufe is capable of producing the moft 
ferious and mifchievous efFedts. The dark pre- 
didtions of the death of an emperor, or the fuc- 
cefs of a confpiracy, were calculated only to 
flimulate the hopes of ambition, and to diffolve 
the ties of fidelity -, and the intentional guilt of 
magic was aggravated by the adtual crimes of 
treafonand facrilege (49). Such vain terrors di-^ 
fturbed the peace of fociety, and the happinefs 
of individuals ; and the harmlefs flame which 
rnfenfibly melted a waxen image, might derive 
a powerful and pernicious energy from the af- 
frighted fancy of the perfon whom it was mali- 

cioufly 

(47) The Canidia of Horace (Carm. I. v. od. 5. with Dacier's and 
Saiiaaoa*t iliuftratioQs) k a vulgar witch. The Eriahd of Lucan (Phar- 
fal. vi. 430—830.) is tedious, difgufting, but fometiraes fublime. She 
chides the delay of the Fuiies ; and threatens, with tremendous obfcu- 
rity, to pronounce their real names ; to reveal the true infernal coun* 
tenanceof Hecate i to invoke thefecret powers that lie below hell, &c 
. (48) Genus hominum poteniibus inSdum, fperantibus fallax, quod la. 
civitate nollra et vetabiiur f«^mper et reiincbitur. Tacit. Hift. i. 2^, 
See Auguftin. de Civitate Dei, 1. viii. c. 19. and the Theodofian Code, I. 
'z. tit. xvi. with Godefroy's CommenUHL 

(4^) The perfecution of Antioch ^H^aficned by a. criminal conful- 
tation. The twenty-four letters of^lralphabet were arranged round 
a.magic tripod 5 and a dancing ring, which had been placed in the centre, 
pointed to ihe four firll letters in the name of the future emperor 
0. E. p. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many others who owned the 
fatal fyllables) was executed. Theodofms fucceeded. Lardner (Hea> 
then teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 353— 37a-) has copioufly and fairly examin- 
ed this dark Cranfa£tion of the rei^ of Valens. 
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cioufly defigned to reprefent (50). From the 
infufion of thofe herbs, which were fuppofed to 
poffefs a fupernatural influence, it was "an eafy 
ftep'to the ufeof more lubftaiuial poifon; and 
the folly of mankind fometimes became the in-* - 
ftrument, and the mafic, of the moft atrocious 
crimes. As foon as the 2eal of informers was 
encoiu-aged by the minifters of Valens and Va- 
Jentinian, they could not refufe to liften to ano- 
ther charge, too frequently mingled in the fcenes 
cf domellic guilt ; a charge of a fofter and lefs 
malignant nature, for which the pious, though 
exceffive rigour of Conftantine had recently de~ 
creed the punilhment of death. (51). This dead- 
ly and incoherent mixture of treafonand magic, 
of poifon and adultery, afforded infinite grada- 
tions of guilt and innocence, of excufe and ag- 
fravation, which in thefe proceedings appear to 
ave been confounded by the angry or corrupt 
pafTions of the judges. Theyeafily difqovercd, 
that the degree of their induftry and difcern- 
jnent was eilimatcd, by the Imperial court, ac-^ 
cording to the number of executions that were 
furnifhed from their refpeftive tribunals. It was 
not without extreme reluAance that they pro- 
nounced a fentence cf acquittal \ but they eager- 
ly admitted fuch evidence as was l^ained v/ith 
perjury, or procured by torture; to prove the ' 
moft improbable charges againft the molt refpec- 
(S table 

(50) Limus m hie dorcfck, €t hxc ut cera liqucfcit 
Uno «odeinqQe igni— 

Virgil. Bucolic, vm. 89, 
Devovjt abreates, fimulacraque ccrea figil. 
-Ovid, in Epift. Hypfil. ad Jafon. 9*. 
45iich vain incantations could a^e£t tlie mind, and increafe the difeafe, 
of GcMsanictts. Tacit. Anna!, ii. 6$- 

(51) See Heineccitt« Antiquiiat. Juris Roman, torn. ii. p. 353, &c. 
Cod. Theodofian. I. ix. tit. 7. with Godcfroy'« Commentary. 
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table charattcrs. The proerefs of the enquiry 
continually opened new fubjedts of criminal pro- 
fccution: the audacious informer, whofe falfe- 
hood was detedted, retired with inipunity ; but 
the wretched viftim, who difcovered his real, or 
pretended, accomplices, was feldom permitted 
to receive the price of his infamy. From the 
extremity of Italy and A^a, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tiribunals of 
Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and 
philofophers, expired in ignominious and cruel 
tortures. The foldiers, who were appointed to 
guard the prifons, declared, with a murmur of 
pity and indignation, that iheir numbers were 
infufficient to oppofe the flight, or refiftance, of 
the multitude or captives. The wealthieft fa- 
milies were ruined by fines and confiTcations • 
the moil innocent citizens trernbled fo;* their fafe- 
ty ; and we may form .fome notion of the mag- 
nitude of the evil, from the extravagant afferti- 
on of an ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious 
provinces, the prifoners, the exiles, and the fu- 
gitives, formed the greateft part gf the inhabi- 
tants (52). / ' 
The cfttdty When Tacitus defcribes the deaths of the in- 
nitttwd va-'^^?^^^ and illuftrious Romans, who were facri- 
leiM. ficed to the cruelty of the firft Caefars, the art 
f''^'3^^""of the hiftorian, or the merit of the fufFerers^ 
excite in our bpeafts the nioft lively fenfations of 
terror, of admiration, ag|pf pity. Thecoarfe 

W and 

(5i)Thecruel perfeciitioa of Rome and Antioch is defcriM, ud moft 
probably exaggerated, by Ammianos (xxyut. i. xxix. if %) andZofimut 
(1. iv. p. fti6— 2i8.)* The philoTopher Maximus, with Come juftice, waa 
involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius in Vic. Sophilh p. 8£, 89 ) ; 
and youo^ Chryibttoro, who had accidentally found one of the profcrihcd 
beoks, gftve himfelf fpr loft (TiU^emtnt, Hig. d^t Emperotrs, tQPi- v. 
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a,nd undiftinguifliing pencil of Ammianus has 
delineated - his bloody figures with tedious and 
difgufting accuracy. But as our attention is noj 
longer engaged by the contraft of freedom and 
icrvitude, of recent greatnefs and of actual mi- 
fery, we (hould turn with horror from thp fre- 
quent executions, which difgraced, both at Rome 
and Antioch, the reign of the two brothers (53). 
Valens was of a timid (54), and Valentinian of 
a choleric, difpofitioh {55). An anxious regard 
to his perfonal fafety was the ruling principle 
of the adminiftration of Valens. Irv the condi- 
tion of a fubjedt he had kiffed, witli trembling 
awe, the hand of the oppreffor : and when he 
afcended the throne, be reafonably expedled, 
that the fame fears, which had fubdued his own 
mind, would fecure the patient fubmiffion of his 
people. The favourites of Valens obtained, by 
the privilege of rapine and confifcation, the 
wealth wh\ch his ceconomy would have refuf- 
cd {s^). They urged, with perfuafive eloquence, 
tbat^ in all cafes of treafon, fufpicion is equiva- 
lent to proof; that the power, fuppofes the in- 
tention. 



(53) Coofult the fix laft books of Ammianns^ tod more particalarly 
the portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 9* xxxi. 14.). TiUemont 
ha5ColIe£^ed(tom. V. p. 12 — 18. p. I2y-«i33») from allantiqoity their 
virtues and vices. 

(54) The younger Viftor aflery. that he was valde timidus; yet he 
behaved, as almoil every rhan ^JHH do, wiih decent refolution at the 
heaJ6[ zn army. The fame hifflnan attempts to prove, that his anger 
was harmlefs. Ammiantis obfcrves, with more candour and judgment, 
incfdentia crimina ad contemptam vel Ixfam principia ampiitudiaem 
trahens, in (anguinem fsviebat. 

(5$) Cum e^et ad acerbitatem naturs calore propenfior .... ptsnas 
per igdeis augebat et gladios. Ammian. xxx. 8. See xxvii. ^. 

(55) I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Valens to his fer- 
vants. Avarice more properly belongs to miaifters than to kiogs j in 
whpm that paflioa is commonly extinguiflicd by abfolate poflcffion. 
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tcnlion, of mifchlef ; that the intention is not 
Icfs criminal than the aft ; and that a fubjeft, r\a 
longer defcrves to live, if his life may threaten 
thefafety, ordiftnrb therepofe, ofhisfovereign. 
The judgment of Valentinian was fometimes 
deceived, and his confidence abufed; but he 
would have filenced the informers with a con- 
temptuous fmile, had they prefumed to alarm his 
fortitude by the found of danger. They praifed 
his inflexible love of juftice -, and, in the purfuit 
of juftice, the emperor was eafily tempted to 
confider clemency as a weaknefs, and paifion as 
a virtue. As long as he wreftled with his equals; 
in the bold competition of an adkive and ambi- 
tious life, Valentinian was feldorrt injured, and 
never infiilted, v/ith impunity : if his prudence 
was arraigned, his fpirit was applauded - and the 
proudeft and moft powerful generals were ap- 
prehenfive of pfovoking the refentment of a 
fearlefs foldier. After he became mafter of the 
world, he unfortunately forgot^ that where no 
refiftance can be made, no courage can be ex- 
erted ; and inftead of confulting the dictates of 
reafon and magnanimity, he indulged the furi- 
ous emotions of his temper, at a time when they 
were difgraceful to himlelf, and fatal to the de- 
fencelefs objetls of his difpleafure. Inthe.gq-^ 
vernment of his houfehold, or of his empire, 
flight, or even imaginary, oiFences ; a hafty 
word, a cafual omiflion,g|n involuntary delay, 
were chaftifed by a fentenWof immediate death. 
The expreflions which iffued the moft readily 
from the mouth of the emperor of the Weft 
were, *' Strike ofFhis head ;" '' burn him alive •,*' 
*' let him be beaten with clubs till he expires 

(57) 
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(5I) •/' ^"^ ^'s ^oft favoured minifters foon 
underftood, that, by a rafh attempt, to difpute, 
orfufpend, the execution of his fanguinary com* 
niands, they might involve themfelves in the 
guilt and punifhment of difobedience. The re- 
peated gratification of this favagejuftice harden- 
ed the mind of Valentinian againft pity and re- 
morfe ; and the failles of paffion were confirmed 
by the habits of cruelty (58). He could behold 
with calm fatisfadlion the convulfive agonies of 
torture and death : he referved his friendlhip for 
thofe faithful fervants whofe temper was the 
iDoft congenial to his own! The merit of Maxi- 
min, who had flaughtered the noblell families 
©f Rome, was rewarded with the royal appro- 
bation, and the praefedure of Gaul. Two fierce 
and enormous bears, diftinguiflied by the appel- 
lations of Innocence' 2ind Mica Aurea^ could alone 
deferve to (hare the favour of Maximin. The 
cages of thofe trufty guards were always placed 
near the bed-chamber of Valentinian, who fre- 
quently amufed his eyes with the grateful fpec- 
tacle of feeing them tear and devour the bleed- 
ing limbs of the nialefadtors, who were aban- 
doned to their rage. Their diet and exercifes 
were carefully infpedled by the R6man empe^ 
Tor ; and when Innocence had earned her difcharge, 

by 

(57) He fometimes exprcHeAa fcrntence of dea^h with a tone of 
pUralintry ; ** Abi, Comes, et muta ei caput, qui fibi mutari provin- 
** ciamcupit.*' A boy who had flipped too haftily a Spartan hound ; an 
armourer, who had made a polifl^ed co^rafs that wanted fome grains oF 
the legitimate weight, &c. were the vi£timsof his fury. 

(58) The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors^ 
whom Valentinian condemned for fignifying a legal fammons. Ammi- 
anus (xxvii. 7.) ftrangely fuppofes, that all who had been unjuftly exe- 
cuted were worfliipped as martyrs by the Chriftians. His impartial 
filence does not albw us to believe* that the great chamberlain Rhodanu? 
was b«jrat alive for an a£t of opprefiion (Chroiu Pafchal. p. 3P*.)« 
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by a long courfe of meritorious fervice, tlic j 
faithful animal was again reftored tx> the freedom 
of her native woods (59). 1 

Their Uwt' gut in the Calmer moments of refleAion, when 
S^nt""^'"' the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, or j 
that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant refumed ] 
the fentiments, or at leaft the conduiSl, of the \ 
father of his country. The difpaflionate judg- j 

raent of the Wellern emperor could^ clearly per- i 
ceive, and accurately purfue, his own and the 1 

public intercft ; and the fovereign of the Eaft^ 
who imitated with equal docility the various ex- 
amples which he received from his elder brother, 
was fometimes guided by the wifdom and vir- 
tue of the praefedt Salluft. Both princes inva- 
riably retained, in the purple, the chafte and 
temperate fimplicity which had adorned their pri- 
vate life ; and, under their reign, the pleafures- 
of the court never coft people a blufli or a figh. 
They gradually reformed many of the abufes of- 
the times of Conttantius ^ judicioufly adopted 
and approved the defigns of Julian and:his fuc- 
ceflbr; and difplayed a ftyle and fpirit of legi- 
flation which might infpire pofterity with the 
mod favourable opinion of their character and 
government. It is not from the mailer of In- 
nocence^ that we fhould expert the tender regard 
for the welfare of his fubjefts, which prompted 
Valentinian to condemn the expofition of new- 
born infants (60) -and to dftablilh fourteen Ikil- 

ful 

(59) tJtl><n«m«rit*m in fyjvasjuflit abire /i«iff*/fl»r. Ammian. xxlic. 
g. and Valerius ad locum. 

(tfD) Sec the Code of Juftinian, 1. viii. tit. lii. leg. a. Unufquifque 
fobotem' fuam nutriat. Qood fi exponendam putavcrit' aniniadvcrnoni 
quaeconftitbtarftfubjacebit. ^or the prefent I (haH noi interfere inr the 
difpme between Noodt and Binkerftioik ; to\* far, or how long, thit 
uimaturai praaice had been condemned or abo^ilhcd by law, pbilcfophy, 
ind the more<ivili{ed fiate of fociety. 
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ful phyficians, with ffipcnds and privileges, in 
the fourteen qaiarters of Rome. The good 
fenfe of an illiterate foldier founded an ufehii 
and liberal' inftitulioa for the education of youlh^ 
and the fupport of declining fcience (61). It 
was his intention, that the arts of rhetoric aticJ 
grammar Ihould be taught, in the Greek and* 
Latin languages, in the metropolis of every pro- 
vince i and as the fize and dignity of the fchDol* 
was ufually proportioned to the importance of 
the city, the academies of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople claimed a juft and Angular pre-eminence. 
The fragments of the literary edids of Valen- 
tinian imperfedly reprefent the fchool of Con- 
ftantinople, which was gradually improved by 
fubfequent regulations. That fchool confided' 
of thirty-one. profeflbrs in different branches of 
learning. One philofopher, and* two lawyers ; 
five fcphifts, and ten grammarians for the Greek, 
and three orators, and ten grammarians for the 
Latin tongue; befides feven faibes, or, as they 
were then ftyled aritiquarians, whofe laborious- 
pens fupplied the public library with fair and cor- 
redt copies of the claflic writers. The rule of 
condudt, which was prefcribed to the ftudents,. 
is the more curious, as it affords the firft out- 
lines of the form aqd difciplinc of a modern uni- 
verfity. It was required, that they ftiould bring 
proper certifitates from the magiftrates of their 
native province, Thdr names, profefEons, and 
places of abode, were regularly entered in a 

public 

(5i} Thcfe faluUry ixiftrtutions are explaiaed in the Theodofian Code, 
J, xtii. tit. iii. D.e Profefforibus et Media's, aiid J. x'lv. tit. ix. De StuJiir 
. liberalibus Urbis Roime, Befides our ufual guide (Godefroy), we may 
confult Gianone (lHoria di Napoli, torn. i. p. i05<;-isi.), who has 
treaied the int^refting fubje^ with the zeal ao^ cttriodty of a mtfi of let- 
ters, who flfiidies his domeftic hiftory. 
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public regifter. The ftudious youth were ft- 
verely prohibited from wafting their time in 
feafts, or- in the theatre : and the term ofs their 
education was limited to the age of twenty. 
The praefedt of the city was empowered to cha- 
ftife the idle and refradtory, by ftripcs or expul- 
fion ; and he was directed to make an annual re- 
port to the mafter of the offices, that the know- 
ledge and abilities of the fcholars might be ufe- 
fully applied to the public fervice. The inftitu- 
tions of Valcntinian contributed to fecure the 
benefits of peace and plenty : and the cities were 
guarded by the eftablilhment of the Defenfors 
(6z) ; freely elefted as the tribunes and advo- 
cates of the people, to fupport their rights, and 
to expofe their grievances, before the tribunals 
of the civil magiftrates, or even at the foot of 
the Imperial throne. The finances were dili- 
gently adminiftered by two princes, who had 
been fo long accuftomed to the rigid oeconomy 
of a private fortune ; but in the receipt and ap- 
plication of the revenue, a difcerning eye might 
obferve fome difference between the government 
of the Eaft and of the Wett. Valens was per- 
fuaded, that royal liberality can be fupplied only 
by public oppreffion j and his ambition ricver af- 
pired to fecure, by their actual diftrefs, the fu- 
ture ftrength and profperity of his people. In- 
^ Head of increafing the weight of taxes, which, 
in the fpace of forty years, had been gradually 
doubled, he reduced 4 in the firft ye^rs of his 
reign, one-fourth of the tribute of the Eaft (63). 

Valentiniaii 

(62) Cod. Tbcodof. 1. i. tit. xi. with Godefroy's Faratithny which di- 
ligently gleans from the reft of the code. 

(53) Three lines of Ammianus (xxxi. 14.) countenance a whole ora- 
tion of ThcmilUus (viiL p. loi-rizo), full of adulation, pedantry, anc| 
common-place morality. The eloquent M. Thomas (torn. i. p. 3^^6— 
395.) has amufed himfelf with celebrating the virtues and genius of 
Thfmiftius, who was not unworthy of the age in which he lived. 
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Valentinian appears to have been lefs attentive 
and lefs anxious to relieve the burthens of his 
people. He might reform the ^bufes of the 
fifcal adminiftration ; but he exadled, without 
fcruple, a very large (hare of the private proper- 
ty ; as he was convinced, that the revenues, 
which fupported the luxury of individuals, would 
be much more advantageoufly employed for the 
defence and improvement of the ftate. The 
fubjeds of the Eaft, who enjoyed the prefent 
benefit, applauded the indulgence of their 
prince. The folid, but lefs fplendid, merit of 
Valentinian was felt and- acknowledged by the 
fubfequent generation (64). 

But the moft honourable circumftance of thcvakntiiiian 
charadterof Valentinian, is the firm and tempe-^n*'"^*!"? 
rate impartiality which he uniformly preferved inloieritilS!^* 
an age of religious contention. His itrong fenfe, a. d. 364— 
unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by ftudy, de-^^^* 
clined, with rcfpedful indifference, the fubtle 
queftions of theological debate. The govern- 
ment of the Earth claimed his vigilance, and . 
Satisfied his ambition ; and while he remember- 
ed, that he was the difciple of the church, he never 
forgot that he was the fovereign of the clergy. 
Under the reign of an apoftate^ he had fignalized 
his zeal for the honour of Chriftianity : he al- 
lowed to his fubjefts the privilege which he had 
affumed for himfelf; and they might accept^ 
with gratitude and confidence, the general tole- 
ration which was granted by a prince, addidted ' 
to paflion, but incapable of fear or of dif- 

guife 

((^4) Zoiiffltts, 1. iv. p. %6%, Ammiat). xxx. 9* His reformation of 
coldly tbufes might entitle him to the praife of^ in provinciale* admodum 
parcas, tribntorum ubique molh'ens farcinas. By Tome kit frugality was 
rty'ed avarice (Jcrom. Chron. p. i8tf.). 
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guife (65). The Pagans, the Jews, and all the 
various fects which acknowledged the divine 
authoiity of Chrift, were proledted by the laws 
from arbitrary power or popular infult ; nor was 
any mode of worlhip prohibited by Valentinian, 
except thofe fecret and criminal pratftifes, which 
abufed the name of religion for the dark pxir- 
pofes of vice and diford'er, The art of magic, 
as it was more cruelly punifhed, was more ftridly 
profcribed ; but the emperor admitted a formal 
diftindlion to protedl the ancient methods of di- 
vination^ which were approved by the fenate', 
and exercifed by the Tufcan harufpices. He 
had condemned, with the confent of the moft 
rational Pagans, the licence of nodturnal facri- 
ficr^s ; but he immediately admitted the petition 
of Praetextatus, proconful of Achfiia, . who re- 
prefented, that the life of the Greeks wotild be- 
come dreary and comfortlefs, if they were de- 
prived of the invaluable blefling of the Eleufmian 
myfteries. Philofophy alone can boaft (and per- 
haps it is no more than the boaft of philofophy), 
that her gentle hand is able to eradicate from the 
human mind the latent and deadly principle of 
fanaticifm. But this truce of twelve years; which 
was enforced by the wife and vigorous govern- 
rnent of Valentinian, by fufpending the repe- 
tition of mutual injuries,, contributed to foften 
the manners, and abate the prejudices, of the 
^religious fi^dions. 

Th« 

($5) T^ftes font leges a me in evordlo Imperii mei datac : quibas 
vniculque quod animo imbibiffet colendi libera iacuhas tributa e(l. Cod, 
Thewtef'l. ijc. tit. xvi. leg. ^. To iHls declaration of Valentinian, we 
iniyadif the various teftimonics of Ammianus (xxx. 9.), ZoGmiis (1. iv, 
p. 204.), and Sozomett (I. vi. c. 7."2lO- Barbnius would naturally blame 
iuch rational toleration (Annal. Ecdcr'Al D: 370. liTo. 12^^-^132'. Ai !>• 
37^. No. 3,4). 
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The friend of tolcratioa was unfortunately v«i«i»pre- 
placed at a diftance from the fcene of the fierceftff^^'^''|^3 
controverfies. As foon a3 the Chrifti^ns of the<>c"*«««^ 
W^ had extricated thejrnfelves from the fn^es^o"!!^;^ 
of the creed of Rimip^, they happily relapfedi?'- 
into the flumbcr of orthodojcy ; atnd the fmall 
remains of the Anan p^rty, that Hill fuhfiiied 
at Sirmium or Milan, might b^e confidered, ra- 
ther as objefts of contempjt ih^n of refentmeiit. 
But in the provi^cQs of the Eaft, from the Eux- 
ine to the (extremity of Theb^is, the ttrength 
and numbers of the hoftile faftions ^i^'erc more 
equally ba^anc^ ; and th,i.s equality, inilea4 of 
recommending the counfels of peace, ferved only 
to perpetuate the hojrrors of religious war. The 
monks ^nd bifl]pps fupported their arguments 
by inved^iyes ; and their inveftives were fome- 
times followed by blows. Athanafius ftill reign- 
ed at Alexandria ; the thrones of Conftantino- 
ple and Antioch were occupied by Axian prelates, 
and every epifcopal vacancy was the occaiion of 
a popular tumult. The Homoouli^ns were for-^ 
tified by the reconciliation of fifty-riine Mace^- 
donian, or Semi-Arian, bifliops ; but their 
fecret reluftance to embrace the divinity of the 
Holy, Ghoft, clouded the fplendour of the tri- 
umph : and the declaration of Valens, who, in 
the firft years of his reign^ had irrytated the 
impartiarconduft of his brother, was an impor- 
tant vifkory on the fide of Arianifm. The two 
brothers had paffed their private life in the con- 
dition of catechumens ; but the piety of Valens 
prompted him to folicit the facrament of b^p- 
tiim, before he expofed his perfon to the dangers 
of a Gothic war. He naturally addrefled him- 

felf 
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fclf to Eucioxus (66\ bilhop of the Imperial 
city ; and if the ignorant monarch was inftrutt- 
cd by that Arian pallor in the principles of he- 
terodox theology, his misfortune, rather than 
his guilt, was the inevitable confequence of his 
erroneous choice. Whatever had been the de- 
termination of the emperor, he muft have of- 
fended a numerous party of his Chriftian fub- 
jcfts J as the leaders both of the Homooufians 
and of the Arians believed, that, if they v/ere 
not fufFered to reign, they were moft cruelly 
ixyurcd and oppreffed. After he had taken this 
decifive ftep, it was extremely difficult for him to 
preferve either the virtue, or the reputation, of 
impartiality. He never afpired, like Conftan- 
tius, to the fame of a profound theologian ; but, 
as be had received v» ith fimplicity and refpe<?t 
the tenets of Eudoxus, Valens refigned his con- 
' fcience to the diredlrbn of his ecclefiaftical guides, 
and promoted, by the influence of his authority, 
the re-union of the Atbanafian heretics to the body 
the catholic church. At firft, he pitied their 
blindnefs ; by degrees he was provoked at their 
obftinacy ; and he infenfibly hated thofe fedta- 
ries to whom he vi^as an objedt of hatred (67), 
The feeble mind of Valens was always fwayed 
by the perfons with whom he familiarly con- 
verfed ; and the exile or imprifonment of* a pri-r 
vate citizen are the favours the moft readily 
granted in a defpotic court. Such punifhments 

were 

{66) Eudoxus w&sof amild and timid dlfpofilbn. When he baptized 
Valens (A. D. 367.), he mull have been extremely old; fince he had 
(ludied the6logy fifty.five yiars l)efore, under Lucian, a learned and pious 
martyr. Pbilonorg. I. ii. c. 14—16. 1. iv. c. 4. with Godefroy, p. 82. 
ao5. and Tiilemcnt, Mem* Ecclef. torn. v. p. 474—480, &c. 

(67) Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxv, p. 43X.) infults the perfecudng 
fpirit of the Arians, as an infallible fymptomof error apd hereiy. 
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were freauently iriflided on the leaders of the 
Homoouiian party ; and the misfortune of four- 
fcore ecclefiaitics of Conftantinople, who, per- 
haps accidentally, were ^burnt on Ihip-board, 
was imputed to the cruel and premeditated malice 
of the emperor, and his Arian minifters. In 
every cohteft, the catholics (if we may antici- 
pate that name) were obliged to pay the penalty 
of their own faults, and of thofe of their adver- 
faries. In every election, the claims of- the 
Arian candidate obtained the preference ; and if 
they were oppoCed by the majority of the people, 
he was ufually fupported by the authority of the 
pivil magillrate, or even by the terrors of a mi- 
litary force* The enemies of Athanafius at- 
tempted to difturb the iaft years of his venerable 
age ; and his temporary retreat to his father's 
fepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth exile. 
But the zeal of a great people, who inftantiy flew 
to arms, intimidated the praefect ; and the arch- 
bilhop was permitted to end his life in peace and 
in glory, after a reign of forty-feven years. 
The death of Athanafius was the fignal of theocath of 
perfeculion of Egypt ; and the Pagan minifter^^^jj"^^"'' 
of Valens, who forcibly feated the worthlefsMay ad!^' 
Lucius on the archiepifcopal throne, purchafed 
the favour of the reigning party by the blood 
and fufFerings of their Chriftian brethren. The 
free toleration of the heathen and Jewilh worfhip 
was bitterly lamented, as a circumftance which 
aggravated the mifery of the catholics, and the 
guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eaft (68). 

The 

{62) This fketcb of the ecdefiaftical government of Vaiens is drawn 
from Socrates (1. iv.), Sozomcn (1. vi.), Theodoret (1. iv.), and the im- 
^enfe compilaiions of TUIemont ( particularly torn. vi. viii. and ix.}> - 
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left idM of The triumph of the orthodox party has left a 
Ets pcrfccu- deep fiain of perfecution on the memc^y of 
'"* Valens ; and the charader of a prince who de- 
rived his virtues, as well as his vic^s, from a 
feeble underflandrng, and a pufiUanimous tem- 
per, fcarccly defervcs the labour of an apology. 
Yet candour may difcovcr fome reafons to fuf- 
pett that the ecciefiaftical minifters of Valens 
often exceeded the orders, or even the inten- 
tions, of their mafter ; and that the real meafure 
of fadts has been very liberally magnified by the 
vehement declamation and eafy credulity of his 
antagonilts (69). i. The filence of Valentinian 
may fuggeft a probable argument, that the par- 
tial feveritics, which were exercifed in the name 
and provinces of his colleague, amounted only 
to fome obfcure and inconfiderabie deviations 
from the ellabliftied fyftem of religious tolera- 
tion : and the judicious hiftarian, who has praifed 
the equal temper of the elder brother, has not 
thought himfelt obliged to contraft the tranquil- 
lity of the Weft with the cruel perfecution of 
the Eaft (70). z. Whatever credit may be al- 
lowed to vague and diftant reports, the charac- 
ter, or at leail the behaviour, of Valens may be 
moft diftindly feen in his perfonal tranfaftions 
with the eloquent Bafil, archbifhop of Casfarea, 
who had fucceeded Athanafius in the manage- 
ment 

(65) Dr. Jortin (Remarks oa Bcclcfiaftical HHtorj, toI. iy. pt 78.) hat 

already conceived tnd iatimated the fame fa^icioo. 

(70) This reflexion is fo obvious aod forcible, that Orofius (I vii. c 
3%) 33.) delays the perfecution till after the death of Yalentinian. Socrates, 
on the other hand, fuppofes (1. iii. c. 32.), that it was appeafed by a phi. 
lofopbial btmaa^ which Tkemiftius prondvnced in the yea)- 374 (Onfer. 
xii. p» 1 S4- ^A l'^^^ ooiy). Such oontradidions diixwiHIi the evidmoty 
and reduce the term, of the {crtiecorioA of Vakite. 
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ment of the Trinitarian caufe(7i). The cir- 
cumftantial narrative has been compofed by the 
friends and admirers of Bafil ; and as foon as 
we have ftripped away a thick coat of rhetoric 
and miracle, we (hall be aftoniflied by the unex* 
pedted mildnefs of the Arian tyrant, who ad- 
mired the firmnefs of his character, or was ap- 
prehenfive, if he employed violence, of a general 
revolt in the province of Cappadocia. The 
archbifliop, who aiferted, . with inflexible 
pride (72), the truth of his opinions, and the 
dignity or his rank, was left in the free poffef- 
fion of his confcience, and his throne. The 
emperor devoutly aflifted at the folernn fervice of 
the cathedral; and, inllead of a- fentence of 
J>ajaf{hment, fubfcribed the donation of a valu- 
able eftate for thfe ufe of an hofpital, which Bafil 
had lately founded in the neighbourhood of 
Casfarea (73). 3. I am not able to difcovet;^ 
that any law (fuch as Theodofius afterwards en- 
adted againft the Ariahs) was publi(bed by Va'- 
lens againft the Aihanafian fedtaries ; and the 
ediA which excited the moft .violent clamouri^, 
-may not appear fo extremely reprehenfible; The 
Vol. IV. R emperor - ' 

(7 1) Tillcmont, whom I follow artd abridge, has cxtra^ed (Mem. 
Bcdcf.tom. viii. p. 153-^167.) the mod authentic circttmftaoces Croat 
the panegyrics of the two Grcgories | the biother, and the" friend, o£ 
Bafil. The letters of Bafil himfelf (Dupin, Bibliotbeque Ecclefiaflique? 
torn* ii. p. i$$— tSoO do not prefent the image of a very lively perfecii* 
tion. 

{j% B*filiu8 Cftfarienfis epifcopus Cappadpcic clarus ha^etar . . . • 
qui multa continentiae et ingenii bona tino fuperbiae malo percjidit. This 
irreverent paiTage is perfectly in the ftyle and character of St. Jerotn. U 
does not appear in Scaliger's edition of his Chronicle ; bat Ifaac Vofliaa 
fonnd it in fome old MSS. which had not been reformed by the monks. 

(73) This noble and charitable fenndation (almod a new city) furpaffcd 
in merit, if not in greatnefs, tlie pyramids, or the walls of Babylon. U 
was principally intended for the reception of lepers. Greg. Nasianzen. 
Orat. xz. p. 43p. 
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emperor had obTcrrcd, that feveral of bis fub- 
}cBt^ gratifying tbn bzy lEfpofitioo under the 
pretence of refig^oo^ had aflociated themlldves 
with the monks of Egypt; and he dirodkd the 
count of the Eaft to chrag them firom thdr fob- 
tade: andtoooropeltfaofedeierteTSof fodety to 
acoqx the fair altonatire, of renouncing their 
temporal po&ffions, or of discharging the pub- 
lic duties of men and dtizens (74). The mi- 
nifters <£ Valens fecm to have extended the 
fenfe of this penal ftatute, fince they claimed a 
right of enlifting the young and aUe-bodied 
monks in the Imperial armies. A detachment of 
cavalry and infantry, confifting of three thoa- 
fand men, marched from Alexandria into the 
adjacent defert of Nitria (75), which was pet^led 
by fi^e thoufand monks. The foldiers were 
condudted by Arian priefts ; and it is reported, 
that a confiderable flau^ter was made in the 
monafteries which difobeyed the commands of 
their fovereign (76). 
^miMn The ftridk regulations which have been framed 
l^arkToT *l>y the wifdom of modern legiflators to refhain 
the dtrgj. the wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be 
' ^'** originally deduced from the example of the em- 
peror 

(74] dod. ThcodoC I. xil tit. i. kg. 6$. Godc^roj (toiA. \w, p. 4p9^ 
413.) perform! the duty of a commentator and advocate. TillemonC 
(Mem. EcdeC com. r'lu. p. 808.) fiff^ff * fecond law to excnfe his or- 
thodox friends^ who had miTreprefented the cdi£l of Valtna^ and fupprefled 
the libcrtv of choice. 

(7s) ^^ d'AnviUe, l>e(cri|>tion de TEgyptei p. 74. Hereafter I 
(hall confider the toonaftic inftitutioni. 

(76) Socrates, I. iv. c. a4, 2$. Orofms, !. ▼M. c. 33. Jcrom in 
Chron. p. i8p, and torn. ii. p. 21 z. The monks of Egypt performed 
mtoy miracles^ which prove the truth of their faith. Right, fiiys Jortio 
(Remarkii vol. ir. p.79.)» but what proves the truth of thofe mira- 
cles > 
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peror Valentinian. His edift (77) .addrcfled to 
Damafus, bifliop of Rome, was publicly read 
in the churches of the city. He admoniftied the 
lecclefiallics and monks not to frequent the 
houfes of widows and virgins ; and menaced 
their difobedience with the animadverfion of the 
civil judge. The direftor was no longer per- 
mitted to receive any gift, or legacy, or inheri- 
tance, from the liberality of his fpiritual daugh- 
ter: every teftament contrary to this edift was 
declared null and void ; and the illegal donation 
was confifcated for the ufe of the treafury. By 
a fubfequent regulation, it (hould feem, that 
the fame provifions were extended to nuns and 
bilhops ; and that all perfons of the ccclefiaftical 
order were rendered incapable of receiving any 
teftamentary gifts, and ftridtly confined to the * 
natural and legal rights of inheritance. As the 
guardian of domeftic happinefs and virtue, 
Valentinian applied this fevere remedy to the 
growing evil. In the capital of the empire, the 
females of noble and opulent houfes poffefled a 
very ample Ihare of mdependent property : 
and many of thofe devout females had embraced 
the dodtrines of Chriftianity, not only with the 
cold affent of the underftanding, but with the 
warmth of affeftion, and perhaps with the ea- 
gernefs of faihion. They facrificed the plea-* 
fures of drefs and luxury : and renounced, for 
the praife of chaftity, the foft endearments of 
conjugal fociety. Some ecclefiaftic, of real or 
R z apparent 

(fi) Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. ao. Godefroy (torn. vi. p. 4p.)» 
after the example of Baroniusy impartially collects ail that the fathers 
have (aid on the fubjefl of this important law ( whofc fpirit wa^ long 
afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II., Edward I. of Eoglaod^ 
and other Chriftian princea who reigned after the twelfth century. 
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apparent fandlity, was chofen to direft their ti- 
morous confcience, and to amufe ihe vacant 
tender nefs of their heart : and the unbounded 
confidence, which they haftily bellowed, was 
often abufed by knaves and enthufiafts ; who 
haftened from the extremities of the Eaft, to 
enjoy, on a fplendid theatre, the privileges of 
the monaftic profeffion. By their contempt of 
the world, they infenfibly acquired its moft de- 
firable advantages ; the lively attachment, per- 
haps, of a young and beautiful woman, the de- 
licate plenty of an opulent houfehold, and the 
refpedtful homage of the flaves, the freedmen, 
and the clients of a fenatorial family. The im- 
menfe fortunes of the Roman ladies were gra- 
^ dually confumed, in lavifli alms and expenfive 
, pilgrimages ; and the artful monk, v/ho had aP- 
figned himfelf the firil, or poffibly the fole 
place, in the teftament of his fpiritual daughter, 
ftill prefumed to declare, with the fmooth ftce of 
hypocrify, that be was only the inftrument of 
charity, and the fteward of the poor. The 
hicrative, but difgraceful trade (78), which was 
exercifed by the clergy to defraud the expeftations 
of the natural heirs, had provoked the indigna- 
tion of a fuperftitious age : and two of the moft 
refpeftable of the Latin fathers very honeftly 
* confefs, that the ignominious edidl of Valen- 
tinlan was juft and neceffary j and that the 

Chriftian 

(78) The cxprefliong which I have ufed ire temperate and feeble^ if 
compared with the vehement ioveflives of Jerom (torn. i. p. 13. 45^ 
144, Uc). la bit taro, he wts reproached with the guilt which he ini. 
puted to his brother monk^ t a^d the SceUrattUy the FerfipeBsy was 
. publicly accufed as the lover of the widow Paula ( torn. ii. p. 3^3 ). He 
ondoubtediy pofleOed the affedliont, both of the mother and the daugb^ 
ter ; but he declares, tb«t he never abaled his ^flaence^ to usg felfifh 
or feafual purpofe. 
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Chriffian priefts had deferved to lofe a privilege, 
which was ftill enjoyed by comedians, chari-^ 
oteers, and the minifters of idols. But the wif-i 
dom and authority of the legiflator isire feldom 
victorious in a conteft with the vigilant dexterity 
of private interelt : and Jerom, or Ambrofe, 
might patiently acquiefce in the juftige of an in- 
cftedtual or falutary law. If the ecclefiaftics 
were checked in the purfuit of perfonal emolu- 
ment, they would exert a more . laudable inr 
duftry toincreafe the wealth of the church ; and. 
dignify their covetoufnefs with the fpecious 
names of piety and patriotifm (79). 

Damafus, bifliop of Rome, who was con^AmWtioo 
{trained to itigmatize the avarice of his clergy by^'lilStrw, 
the publication of the law of Valenrinian, had^ftopof 
the good fenfe, or the good fortune, to engage A^^'jdtf^ 
in his fervice the zeal and abilities of the learned 3t4- 
Jerom ; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 
merit and purity of a very ambiguous charaft- 
er (80). But the fplendid vices or the Church of 
Rome, under the reign of Valenrinian and 
Damafus, have been curioufly obferved by the 
hiftorian Ammianus, who delivers his impartial 
knk in thefe expreffive words : ** The pispfedl- 
*• ure of Juventius was accompanied with peace 
** and plenty : but the tranquility of his go- 
** vernment was foon difturbed by a bloody fe- 
*' dition of the diftradted' people. The ardour 

"of 

(7p) Podtt dicere, ftcerdotcs idoloram, m!mi et tangc, et fcorM, 
haereditatct captant : folis clericu tc wutiacbit hac lege prohibetnr. Et non 
probibetur a perfccnloribut, fed a principibut Chriftiania. Nee de lege 
queror j fed doleo cnr mtruerimus htoc legem, Jerom (torn. i. p. i$} 
djfcreetly infiouatec tbe fecret policy of bit patron Damalas. 

(80) Three worda of Jerom, fanO^ memorUt Damafus (torn. ii. ^. 
109.) wad) away all hia ftains; and blind the dtvout eyes of TUlemoat 
(Mem. EcdeC torn. viii. p. i%6^^%^-)* 
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** of Damafus and Urfinus, to fcize the epifcopal 
•' feat, furpafTed the ordinary meafure of human 
** ambition. They contended with the rage of 
•' party ; the quarrel was maintained by the 
** wounds and deaths of their followers ; and 
•• the prsfedk, unable to refill or to appeafe the 
*' tumult, wasconftrained, by fuperior violence, 
** to retire into the fuburbs. Damafus prevail- 
*' ed : the well difputed vidlory remained on 
** the fide of his faftion ; one hundred and 
** thirty-feven dead bodies (8 1) were found in 
** the Ba'fiHca of Sicininus (82), where the Chrif- 
*' tians hold their religious aflemblies ; and it 
** was long before the angry minds of the people 
** refumed their accuftomed tranquillity. When 
*' I confider the fplendour of the capital, I am 
** not aftonilhed that fo valuable a prize (hould 
*' inflame the defires of ambitious men, and 
*' produce the fierceft and moft obftinate con- 
** tefts. The fuccefsful candidate is fecure, that 
** he will be enriched by the offerings of ma- 
** trons (83) ; that, as foon as his drefs is com- 
** pofed with becoming care and elegance, he 

" may 

(81) Jcrom himfelf is forced to allow, crudeliflims interfe£liohes 
diverfi fekiis perpetrate (in Chron. p. i85:). But an original bbelor pe- 
tition of two pr«ibyters of the adverfe party« has unaccounubiy efcaped. 
They affirm, that the doors of the Bafilica were burnt, and that the roof 
vat untiled ; that Damafus marched at the head of his own clergy, 
grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiatorc ; that none of bis party 
ttrere killed, but that one hundred and fixty dead bodies were found. 
This petition is publiflied by the P. Sirmond, in the firft volume of his 
works. ! 

(82) The Bafilica of Sicininus, or Liberius, is probably the church of 
Sa Maria Maggiore, on the Efquitine hill. BarQnius, A. D. 3^7. 
Ko. 3 ; and Donatuv, Roma Antiqua et Nova, I. iv. c. 3. p. 4^2. 

{83) The enemies of Damafus Ityled him Aurifcalpitu MdtranaruMt 
the ladies ear-fcratcher. , ...... .• 
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** may proceed, in his chariot, through th? 
** ftreets of. Rome (84); and that the fumptu- 
*' oufnefs of the Imperial table will not equal 
*' the profufe and delicate entertainments pro- 
*' vided by the tafte, and at the expence ot the 
** Roman pontiffs. How much more rationally, 
** continues the honeft Pagan^ would thofe pop- 
** tiffs confult their true happinefs, if, inftead of 
** alleging the greatnefs of the city as an cxcufe 
*' for iheir manners, they would imitate the ex- 
*' plary life of fome provincial biftiops, whofe 
*' temperance and fobriety, whofe mean apparel, 
** and downcaft loojcs, recommend their pure 
** and modeft virtue to the Deity, and his true 
** worfhippers (85). The fchifm of Damafus 
and Uifinus was cxtinguifhed by the exile of the 
latter ; and the wifdom of the praefeft Praetex- 
tatus (86) reftored the tranquillity of the city. 
Praetextatus was a philofophic Pagan, a man of 
learning, of tafte, and politenefs ; who difguifc4 
a reproach in the form of a jeft, when he allured 
Damafus, that if he gould obtain the bilhopric 

of 

(84) Gregory Nazianzen (Ortt. xxxii. p. 526.) defcribet the pride 
and luxury of the prelates, vho reigned in the Imperial citiea ; their gilt 
car, fiery fteeds, numerous train, &c. The crowd gave way as to a 
wild bead. 

(85) Ammiaq. xxvii. 3. Perpetno Nnmini, verifque ejus cultoribuc* 
The incomparable pliancy of a Folytbeift ! 

^ (8^) Aoimianus, who makes a /air report of his pisrfeaare {xrriL 
p ), ftyles him prasclars indolis, gravitatifque, fenator (xxii. 7. aiyl 
Valef. ad loc.). A curious infcnption' (Gruter MCII. No. 2.) records, iq 
two columns, his religious and civil honours. In one Hoe ht was Pon- 
tiff of the S»n, and of Vefta, Augur, Quindecemvir, H^terophant, &c. 
ice. In the other, i. Quaeftor candidatus, more probably titular^ i. 
Prxtor. 3. Corre^or of Tufcany and Umbria: 4. Confular o^Lufi• 
tania. 5. Proconful of Achaia. 6. PrxfeA of Rome. 7. Prctoriao 
prsfea of luly. 8. Of lllyricum. 9. Conful ele£t ; bot he died be« 
fore the brginning of the year' 385. See TiUemont, Hiit. ^s Empereurti 
lorn. v. p. A41. 7i6. 
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of Rome, he himfelf would immediately embrace 
the Chriftian religion (87). This lively pidture 
of the wealth and luxury of the popes in the 
fourth century, becomes the more curious, as it 
reprefents the intermediate degree, betweenthe 
humble poverty of the apoftolic fifherman, and 
the royal ftate of a temporal prince, whofe do- 
minions extend from the confines of Naples to 
the banks of the Po. 
Foreign Whcu the fuftVage of the generals and of the 

wart, army committed the fceptre of the Roman em- 
^•^•3^'*""pire to thehands of Valentinian, his reputation 
in arms, his military ikill and experience, and his 
rigid attachment to the forms, as well as fpirit, 
of ancient difcipline, were the principal motives 
of their judicious choice. The eagernefs of the 
troops who preffed him to nominate his colleague^ 
was juftified by the dangerous fituation of public 
affairs ; and Valentinian himfelf was confcious, 
that the abiliries of the mod adive mind were 
unequal to the defence of the diftant frontiers of 
an invaded monarchy. As foon as the death of 
. Julian had relieved the Barbarians from the ter- 
ror of his name, the mod fanguine hopes of 
rapine and conqueft excited the nations of the 
A.D,354— Eaft, of the North, and of the South. Their 
375- inroads were often vexatious, and fometimes 
formidable ; but, during the twelve years of the 
reign of Valentinian, his firmnefs and vigilance 
protedled his own dominions ; and his powerful 
genius feemed to infpire and direft the feeble 
V counfels of his brother. Perhaps the method of 
annals would more forcibly exprefs the urgent 

and 

(^7) Facite me Romanc urbis epifcopum ; et ero protlnus Cbridianus 
'(Jerom, torn. ii. p. 165.). It is more than probable, that Damafu* 
would not have purchtfed his converfioa at fucb a price. 



\ 
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and divided cares of the two emperors; but the 
attention of the reader, likewife, would be 
diftradted by a tedious and defultory narrative. 
A feparate view of the five great theatres of war : 
!• Germany ; 11. Britain ; HI. Africa ; IV. The 
Eaft ; and, V. The Danube j will imprefs a 
more diftind image of the military ftate of the 
empire un4pr the reigns of Valentinian and Va- 
lens. 

I. The ambaiTadors of the Alemanni had beeni. gzhua^ 
offended by the harfti and haughty behaviour of^J^- ^,^ 
Urfacius, mafter of the offices (88) ; who, bymftnoiin. 
an adt of unfeafonable parfimony, had diminirti-]^*'*^^^*^?* 
ed the value, as well as the quantity, of the * 
prefents, to which they were entitled, either 
from cuftom or treaty, on the acceffion of a new 
emperor. Theyexprefled, and they communi- 
cated to their countrymen, their ftrong fenfe of 
the national affront. The irafcible minds of the 
chiefs were exafperated by the fufpicion of con- 
tempt ; and the martial youth crowded to their 
ftandard. Before Valentinian could pafs the 
Alps, the villages of Gaul were in flames ; be- 
fore his general Dagalaiphus could encounter the 
Alemanni, they had fecured the captives and 
the fpoil in the forefts of Germany. In the be- a. d. 3^5, 
ginning of the enfuing year, the military force J*'*"*^y- 
of the whole nation, in deep and folid columns, 
broke through the barrier of the Rhine, during 
the feverity of a northern winter. Two Roman 
counts were defeated and mortally wounded ; 
and the ftandard of the Heruli and Batavians fell 
into the hands of the conquerors, who difplayed, 
with infuhing Ihouts and menaces, the trophy of 
their victory. The ftandard was recovered ; but 

the 

(88) Ammuui. xxru 5. V&Icfius tdds a long and good aote on the 
maficr of the officer 



/ 
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the Batavians had not redeemed the (hame of their 
difgrace andflightin the eyesof their fevere judge. 
It was the opinion of Valentinian, that his foldiers 
muft learn to fear their commander, before they 
could ceafeto fear the enemy- The troops were 
iblemnly afiembled : and the trembling Bata- 
vians were inclofed within the circle of the Impe- 
rial army. Valentinian then afcended histribu-? 
nal : and, as if he difdained to punifh cowardice 
with death, he inflidted a ftain of indelible ig- 
nominy on the officers, whofe mifconduft and 
pufillanimity were found to be the firft occafion 
of the defeat. The Batavians were degraded 
from their rank, dripped of their arms, and 
condemned to be fold for flaves to the bigheft 
bidder. At this tremendous fentence the troops 
fell proftate on the ground ; deprecated the in- 
dignation of their fovereign ; and protefted, 
that^ if he would indulge them in another trials 
they would approve themfelves not unworthy of 
the name of Romans, and of his foldiers. Va- 
kntinian, with afFedted reludlance, yielded to 
their entreaties : the Batavians refumed their 
arms ; and with their arms, the invincible re- 
folution of wiping away their difgrace in the 
blood of the Alemanni (89). The principal 
command was declined by Dagalaiphus ; and 
that experienced general, who had reprefented, 
perhaps with too much prudence, the extreme 
difficulties of the undertaking, had the mortifi- 
cation, before the end of the carppaign, of fee- 
ing 

(S9) Ammian. xxvii. i. Zofiraus, I. iv, p. loft. The difgrace of the 
Batavians is fupprefled by the contemporary fold icr, from a regard foe 
iDEkilitar^ honour, which could nU affed a Greek rhetoriciaa of Ur f oc« 

feeding age. 
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itig his rival Jovinus convert thofe difficulties into 
a decifive advantage over the feathered forces of 
the Barbarians. At the head of a well difciplin-Their^deCat, 
cd army of cavalry, infantry, and light troops, 
Jovinus advanced, with cautious and rapid fteps, 
to Scarponna (90), in the territory of Metz, 
where he furprized a large divifion of the Ale- 
manni, before they had time to run to their 
arms ; and flufhed his foldiers with the confi- 
dence of an cafy and bloodlefs viftory. Ano- 
ther divifion, or rather army, of tlie enemy, 
after the cruel and wanton devaftation of the 
adjacent country, repofed themfelves on the 
ihady banks of the Mofelle. Jovinus, who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, 
made his filent approach through a deep and 
woody vale, till he could diftindly perceive the 
indolent fecurity of the Germans, Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river : others 
were combing their long and flaxen hair -, others 
again were f wallowing large draughts of rich and 
delicious wine. On a fudden they heard the 
found of the Roman trumpet ; they faw the 
enemy in their camp. Aftoniftiment produced 
diforder-, diforder was followed by flight and 
difmay •, and the confufed multitude of the 
braveft warriors was pierced by the fwords and 
javelins of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The 
fugitives efcaped to the third, and moft conli- 
derable, camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near 
Chalons in Champagne : the ftraggling detach- 
ments were haftily recalled to their itandard ; 
and the Barbarian chiefs, alarmed and admo- 

niflied 

(90) See d'Anville, Notice de Tandenne Gavle, p. 587. The name 
)pf the Mofelle, which is not fpectficd by Aminianus^ Udestly uaduQaoi 
hy Mkfcou (Hill, of the ancient Oennans, vii.a.)* > ^ 
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nifhed by the fate of their companions, prepared 
to encounter, in a decifive battle, the victorious 
forces of the lieutenant of Valentinian. The 
bloody and obfiinate conflict lailed a whole 
fummer's day, with equal valour, and with al- 
ternate fuccefs. The Romans at length pre- 
vailed^ with the lofs of about twelve hundred 
men. Six thoufand of the Alemanni were flain, 
four thoufand were wounded ; and the brave 
Jovinus, after chacing the flying remn::nt of 
joi^ their hoft as far as the banks of the Rhine, re- 
turned to Paris, to receive the applaufe of his 
fovereign, and the enfigns of the confuUhip for 
the enfuing year (91). The triumph of the 
Romans was indeed fuUied by their treatment of 
the captive king, whom they hung on a gibbet, 
without the knowledge of their indignant gene- 
ral. This difgraceful aft of cruelty, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops^ was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the fon of Vadomair ; a German prince, of a 
weak and fickly conftitution ; but of a daring 
end formidable fpirit. The domeftic affaflin was 
inftigated and protefted by the Romans (92) ; 
the violation of the laws of humanity and juftice 
betrayed their fecret apprehenfion of the weak- 
nefs of the declining empire. The ufe of the 
dagger is feldom adopted in public councils, as 
long as they retain any confidence in the power 
of the fword. 
Valentinian While the Alcmauni appeared to be humbled 
^c^£tttht ^y ^heir recent calamities, the pride of Valcnti- 
Rhine, nian was mortified by the unexpected furprifal of 
A.i>-3«8> "^ Mo- 

(pi) The btttltf are delcribcd by Ammianus (xxvii. i), and by Zofunn^ 
(L'it. p. top.) ; who foppofes ValcDl'mian to have beea prefent: 
(p^b) Studio iblicitaaunoftror urn, occobuit. Ammian* xxvii. lo. 
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Moguntiacum, or Mcntz, the principal city of 
the Upper Germany. In the unfufpicious mo- 
ment of a Chriftian feftival, Rando, a bold and 
artful chieftain, who had long meditated his at- 
tempt, fuddenly paffed the Rhine ; entered the 
dcfencelefs town, and retired with a multitude of 
captives of cither fex. Valentinian refolved to 
execute fevere vengeance on the whole body of 
the nation. Count Sebaftian, with the bands of 
Italy and Ulyricum, was ordered to invade their , 
country, moft probably on the fide of Rhaetia. 
The emperor in perfon, accompanied by his fon 
Gratian, paffed the Rhine ax the head of a for- 
midable army, which was fupported on both 
flanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two mafters- 
general of the cavalry and infantry of the Weft, 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devafta- 
tion of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, 
and almoft inacceffible, mountain, in the modern 
duchy of Wirtemberg, and refolutely expeAed 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Va- 
lentinian was expofed to imminent danger, by 
the intrepid curiofity with which he perlmcd to 
explore fome fecret and unguarded path. A 
troop of Barbarians fuddenly rofe from their am« 
bufcade : and the emperor, who vigoroufly 
fourred his horfe down a fteep and flippery de- 
(cent, was obliged to leave behind him his ar- 
mour-bearer, and his helmet, magnificently en- 
riched with gold and precious (tones. At the 
fignal of the general aUault, the Roman troops 
encompaffed and afcended the mountain of So- 
licinium on three diJEFerent fides. Every ftep 
which they gained, increafed their ardour, and 
abated the refiftance of the enemy : and after 
their united forces had occupied the fummit ot 
the hill, they impetuoufly urged the Barbarians 

down 
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down the northern defcent, where count Se- 
baftian was poded to intercept their retreat. Af- 
ter this fignal vidVory, Valentinian returned to 
his winter- quarters at Treves -, where he indulged 
the public joy by the exhibition of fplendid and 
triumphal games {g^). But the wife monarch, 
inflead of afpiring to the conqueft of Germany, 
confined his attention to the important and la- 
borious defence of the Gallic frontier, againil an 
enemy, whofe ftrength was redeemed by a 
fiream of daring volunteers, which inceflantly 
flowed from the moft diftant tribes of the 
North (94): The banks of the Rhine, from its 
iburce to the ftreights of the ocean, were clofely 
planted with ftrong caftles and convenient tow- 
ers ; new works, and new arms, were invented 
by the ingenuity of a prince who was (killed in 
the mechanical arts; and his numerous levies of 
Roman and Barbarian youth were feverely train- 
ed in all the exercifes of war. The progrefs of 
the work,, which was fometimes oppofed by 
modeft reprefentations, and fometimes byhoftile 
attempts, fecured the tranquility of Gaul during 
the nine fubfequent years of the adminiftration of 
Valentinian (gs). 

That 

(93) The expedition of Valeatinitn is relttcd by Ammianus (xxvii. 
l»): and cei«t>rated by Aolbnius (Mofell. 421, &c.), whofooiiflily fup- 
jpofet, that the Romans were ignorant of the feurces of the Danube. 

(94). Imraanit enim natio« jam inde ab incunabaUs primis varietate 
ca£uiim imoiiouta ; ita fieptus adolefcit, ut faiire longis faeeulis aeftimetur 
iata£la» Ammian. xxviii. 5. The Count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples 
de TEurope, torn. vi. p. 370.} afcribet the fecundity of the Alemanni to 
their eafy adoption of ftrangers. 

(95) Ammian. xxviii. %: ZofiiQns, I iv. p. 2x4. The younger Viaor 
mentions the mechanical genius of Valentinian, nova arma meditari; 
* fiagcrc terr£feu limo fiiaulacra. 
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That prudent emperor, who diligently pracrTi^g^ 
tifedthe wife maxims of Diocletian, was ftudi-gun<Ran«, 
ous to foment and excite theinteftinedivifionsof^' ^'^^^ 
the tribes of Germany, About the middle of 
the fourth century, the countries, perhaps of 
liuface and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe^ 
were occupied by the vague dominion of the 
BuRcuNDiANs ; ft Warlike and numerous peo- 
ple, of the Vandal race (96), whofe obfcure 
name infenfibly fwelled into a powerful kingdom, 
and has finally fettled on a flourilhing provincc- 
The moft remarkable circumflancc in the ancient 
manners of the Burgundians, appears to have 
been the dilEFerence of their civil and ecclefiafticai 
conftitution. The appellation of Hendims was 
given to the king or general, and the title of 
Sinifius to the high-prieft, of the nation. TJic 
perfon of the prieft was facred, and his dignity 
perpetual; but the temporal government was 
held by a very precarious tenure. If the events 
of war accufed the courage or conduft of the 
king, lie was immediately depofed ; and the in- 
juftice of his fubjefts made him refponfible for 
the fertility of the earth, and the regularity of 
the feafons, which ieemed to fall more properly 
within the facerdotal department (97). The 
difputed poffeffion of fome falt-pits(98) engaged 

the 

{96) BellicoTos «t ]pobi« immenfx viribus aflltiCAtes } tt idco metitendot 
£nitimi8 univerGs. Ammian. xxviii. $. 

(97} I am always apt to fufpeA hiflontns and travellers of improving 
extraordinary fa€ls into general laws. Ammianas afcribes a fimiUr caf- 
tom to Egypt ; and the Chinele have imputed it to the Tatfin, or Rmnaii 
empire (de Guignes, Hlft. detHuas, torn. ii. part i. p. 79.}. 

(98) Salinaruin fininroque caufa Alemannis fzpe jurgabant. Ammian. 
xxviii. 5. Poffibly they disputed the pofleflion of the Sala^ a river t^hich 
produced fait, and which had been the object «f ancient contcntioa* 
Tacit, Annai* xiii, $7>9 and Lipfius a4 Ioq, 
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the Aletnanni and the Burgundians in frequent 
contefts : the latter were canly tempted, by the 
fecret folicitations, and liberal offers^ of the 
emperor^ and their fabulous defccnt from the 
Roman foldiers, who had formerly been left to 
ggrrifon the fortreffes of Drufus^ was admitted 
with mutual credulity, as it was conducive ta 
mutual intereft (gg). An army of fourfcorc 
thoufand Burgundians foon appeared on the 
banks of the Rhine ; and impatiently required 
the fupport and fubfidies ^hich Valentinian had 
promifed : biit they were amufed with excufes 
and delays, till at length, after a fruitlefs expec* 
tation, they were compelled to retire. The arms 
and fortifications of the Gallic frontier checked 
thefury of their juft refentment ; and dieir maf- 
facre of the captives ferved to embitter the he- 
reditary feud ot the Burgundians and^ the Ale- 
manni* The inconftancy of a wife prince may, 
perhaps, be explained by feme alteration of cir^ 
cumfiances ; and, perhaps, it was the original 
defigtt of Valentinian to intimidate, rather than 
to deftroy ; as the balance of power would have 
been equally overturned by the extirpation of 
cither of the German nations. Among the 
princes of the Alemanni^ Mao-ianus, who, 
with a Roman name, had aHlimed the arts of a 
foldier and a ftatefman, deferved his hatred and 
cfteem. The emperor himfelf, with a light and 
unincutobcred band, condefcended to pafs the 

Rhine, 

(99} J*^ **"^ temporibtts (jrifclt fobolem fe eflc Romanatn Bursundll 
^kint 2 and the vflgue tradition gradually aflfumed a more regular form 
{Oro£t viUc. 32.). It is annihilated by the decifive authority ofpiiny^ 
wha Gooipofed the hiftory of Drufus, and ferved in Germany (Pftn. 
S^cvod. Epift. iii. S >> within iixty years after the death of that berac 
Ctrmanmim genera quinque Vindili ; quorum par* Buriundivtesy Asc. 
(Kift. Natur. iv. a 8.). 
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iRhij;>e, marched fifty miles intp.jhe country, 

and wouW iijjfaUiblyh^ve feixed the objeft pf bis 
.putGiit, . if his jjudicious . mcafurcs had npt b^en 

defeated* by the icqpatience pf Uiejropps. Ma- 
-crianus ,w,as .afterwards admilt^ tp the bpnour 

of ..a. perianal confereoce .with the. empcrpr ; and 

the^ favours ,which.he received, ..fix^ birn, till 
t ihcbourof his deaith, . ai ileady aod. finperq friend 

of the republic (loo). 

.The Jaod . .was co v.erodi by -tbei fpr t(lfic;§i.tipns of The Saxoou 
jYaleniLoian ; but the fearcoaft pfcGaul apduBri- 
;tain .was ^xpofod . to the depredaiipns of the 
vSaxons. iXbat. celebrated name, . in .which we 

have a, dear and donaeftic . intereft, ^efoaped , the 
^oioticepf Tacitus ;..and in^hexnapsof Ptolemy, 

itrfaintly masks, ithenarxow, neck of t;he -Cinabric 

.peninfula, and, three ftnall iflands .t;a>ypii;ds the 
» mouth , of . Jthe cElbc (loi). This qpn^tratSted 

territory, the prcfent Duphy pf SleCvyig, orper- 
/ haps of Holftcin, .w:js .incapable of poiiriog fprth 

t^e .inexhanftible f warms pfiSaxpns .y^ho reigned 

over the ocean, ..who .filled the: Bi;iti(h ifland with 
. their language,, their Jaws, ^.andMth^ir, cplpnies ; 

and who fo long defended .»ther;liber,ty of jthc 
'North againft the. arnas of Charlemagne {\qz). 

The Solution of ,this.;dif5fiulty .is^eaUiy derived 
Vol. IV. S ^om 

. (^oo). The \Y^8 *nA acgociationt, relativi; to tKe,Burgu^diant tnd 
Alemanni, arc ditiindHy related by ^mn^Ianus Maiccllhius~(xxviii. 5." 
, xxix. 4. xxY. 3.). Oiofiu$ (I. vii. c. 3X.), and the ChronlcW of jerom 
%ad Caffiodo'riusi^ fiic fome dues, and add roode circumftanccs. 

At the norihern extremity of the peninfula (the Cimbrio promoniory of 
♦^Pliny, W^M) Pl9*«ay %*?. }^^ r«"'P*"* ^^ \^^ Qmhrl He fills the 

interval ,hetweer> the i&jfwrsvid the CiAiljii *;"^^ fisobfcure inbifij who 
. were uni>«i,.a».farly.v the axth century, uiider the natjnmi i^^pella- 
,. tipo of Da^es. See Cluycr. German. Anticj. I. Iii. c, a 1, 11, 13 

(101) .M- d'j^ovillc. (ttablilfement d^s Etiis d^^ VEuj-otMr; ^. p 19 

--a6.) has marked the cxtcnGve limits of the Swooy of ChwtcmigiiC. 
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from the fimilar manners, and loofe conftitu- 
tion, of the tribes of Germany ; which were 
blended with each other by the fltghteft accidents 
of war or friendfhip. The fituation of the na- 
tive Saxons difpofed them to embrace the ha- 
zardous profeffions of fiihermen and pirates : 
tod the kiccefs of their firft adventures would 
naturally excite the emulation of their braveft 
countrymen, who were inipatientof the gloomy 
foiitude of their woods and mountains. Every 
tide might float down the Elbe whofe fleets of 
tanoes, filled with hardy and intrepid aflociates^ 
who afpired to behold the unbounded profpeft 
6f the ocean, and to tafte the wealth and luxury 
of unknown worlds. It ihould feem probable, 
however, that the moft numerous auxiliaries of 
the Saxons were furnilbcd by the nations who 
dwelt along the Ihoresof the Baltic. They pof- 
fefled arms and (hips, the art of navigation, and 
the habits of naval war ; but the difficulty of 
ifluing through the northern columns of Hercu- 
les (103) (Which, during feveral months of the 
year, are obftrudled with ice) confined their 
flcill and courage within the limits of a fpacious 
lake. The rumour of the fuccefsful armaments? 
which failed from the mouth of the Elbe, would 
foon provoke them to crofs the narrow iflhmus 
of Slefwig, and to launch their veffels on the 
great fea. The various troops of pirates and 
adventurers, who fought under the fame ftand- 
ard, were infenfibly united in a permanent fo- 

ciety, 

(103) ^ht deet of Drufos dad failed fh tbeir attempt to pafa, or even 
to approach, the SounJ (ftyled, from an obvioua reremblance, the columns 
of Hercules) } and the naval enterprize was never relbmed (Tacit, dt 
Moribns German, c. 34.)* The- knowledge which the Itonnans acquired 
of the oaval powers of the Baltic (c. 44, 4$,)| was obuiaed by their 
tandjourdicsicliearchtf amber, ^ 
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ciety, at firft of rapine, and afterwards, of go- 
vernment. A military confederation was gra- 
dually moulded into a national body, by the 
gentle operation of marriage and confan- 
guiility ; and the adjacent tribes^ who folicited 
the alliance; accepted the name and laws, of 
the Saxons. If the fadt'were not eftabliflied by 
the moil linqueftioriable evidence^ we fhould 
appear tb abiife the credulity of our readers, by 
the defcription of the veflels in which the Saxon 
pirates ventured tb fport in the waves of the 
German Ocean, the Britifti Ghartnel, and the 
Bay of Bifcay. The keel of their large flat- 
bottomed boats was framed of light timber,^ 
but the fides and upper- works cbnfifted only of 
wicker, with a covering of ftrong hides (104);. 
In the courfe of their flow and diftant naviga- 
tions, they muft always have been expofed to 
the danger, and very freiqueritly to the misfor- 
tune, of Ihipwreck ; and the naval annals of the 
Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts 
of the loffes, which they fuftained 6n the coafts of 
Britain and Gauh But the daring fpirit of the 
pirates braved the perils, both of the fea^ and of 
the lliore : their (kill was confirmed by the habits 
of enterprize ; the meaheft of their mariners 
was alike capable, of handling an oiar, of rearing 
a fail, or of condndting a vellel ; and the Sax- 
ons rejoiced in the appearance of a tempcft, 
S z which 

(to4) Qain et Aremoricus t>iratAm SaxoM trt^vS)-^— • 

Sperabat ; coi ptlle falum falcare Britannum 

Ludus i ct aflfttto glaucum mare findere iembo. 

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit. ^6^, 
Thegcniutof Cafar imitated, for a pariicular fervice, thefc rude, hnt 
light, vftflcU, which wc»e like wife ofed by the natives of Britain (Cona- 
mcnt. de Bell. Civil, i. 51. and Guichardt, Nouvcaux Memoire* Mi'i- 
taires, torn. ii. p. 41, 41.). The Britifli vcfftls Yfouli now aftonith the 
geniof of Cxlar« 
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which concealed their defign^^ and difperfed the 
fleets of the cnray (105).^ After they hiad'ac- 
. quired an accurajte. knowleclge of the m^ritinie 
^rovhicesof the Weft, they extended the fcerie 
'of their (depreciations, and the rnoft fe'queffer^ 
vrCiaces had no reafon to pr^ruttie t)n their fecurity. 
ThQ Saigon boats drew fo little water, ihat tb^y 
xrbuld eaiily proceed foiirfcore or an hundred 
. nule6 up tpe ^reat rivers ; tHelr wefght was fo 
hxconfiderable, that they weire tpnfporled on 
waggons 'ffom one river to another; arid the 
. •|>irates who hAd entered the tnouth of the Seiiie, 
■or of the'RhilXj^, tnight defcend, with the fapid 
ilriam of the Rhope^ into the Mediterranean. 
A. D. 371. Under the reigti of Valeatinian, the maritime 
provinces 6f Gaul were afflufted by the' Saxons : 
u military (count was ftationed for the defence pf 
tfae'fea*cttaft, or Armorican limit ; and that of- 
ficer, Who found his ftrengtl^ or'his abilities, 
rnnequal to t;he talk, implored Ihe aiTiItahce of 
&verus, ; mafter-gcneral of the infantry* The 
rSaXons, furrouncjed and out-hunhbcred, were 
forced to. reli'nqilifij their fpoil, and to yield a 
: felcft band of their tall aqd robutt youth to'fefve 
m the Imp^ial armies* They ftipiilated only a 
fafe ahd . honourable retreat : and the condition 
was readily granted by the Roman general ; 
'who meditated an aft of perfidy (106), impru- 
. dent as it was inhuman, while a' Saxon feniained 
alive, atid in arms, to revenge the fate of his 

coun- 

(105) The beft of-t|!nat'acd>Uht W \ht Sitim pirates may be fdaad m 
Sidonius Apotnnaris"(K viti.'ispifl:. 6.'^. %%%. edit. Sirmond), and the befl 
commentary in the'A!>t>£'du'Bb* (Hlft."^ CHti^ue de la Moaarchie Ftan* 
'co1fc,*&c. toin. 1. r. I. c. i5. p. i4B'-^i 55. See likewife p. 77, 78.). 

{io6) 'Aim^tanYxVviiK^J jtiftilies (hU breach of ^ch to piFates and 
'' robbers ; and Orofidis (1. vih c. ^«.) More clbr^y cofprvfles cfactr real guilt; 
virtutc atque agilitate tcrribiles* ■ . 
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countrymen. The premature eagernefs of the 
infantry^ who were fccrelJy poflSd in a dgep 
valley^ betrayed the ambufcade ; and they woul^ 
perhaps have fiallen the viQiins o€ their q,wa 
tKeachery^ if a large body of cuirafli^js, akrmiidr 
by- the noife of the combat, had not hkj9»Uy adr 
vanced to extricate their eomparuons, ^nd tQ 
overwhekn the luidaunted valour of the S!a3i:6iiji« 
Some of the prifoners were faved from the edg<a 
of the (word, to (bed their, blood ta the amphir 
theatre : and the orator Syminiackua compkinsif 
that twenty-nine of thofc defperate lavage, bjr 
ftrangling themfekes with their own banda, h^d 
difappoirtjcd the amufemcnt of the public. Ydi 
the ^Vite and philofophic citizens of Rome vierq 
impreffed witn the deepeft horror, wljen they 
were informed, that the Saxons confecxaied tci 
the gpds the ty the of their buma^ fpoil ; aad, that 
they afcertained by lot the objeifts of the bar %n 
rous facrifice ( 1 07 .) 

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and ft. b»i- 
Troj^n3, of Scandinavians aihd Spaniards,' which The&ou 
flattered tl;ie pridfs, and apiufed^^thp credulity, of "d pieb. 
our rude anceft<^s, have infeniibly vanidied in 
tfie lighj of fciencc and philofophy (108). The 
jprefent age \^ fati6fte4 with the rirriple ^i)c| rg- 
(ional opinion, that the iflands of Great Bntaia 

an<|| 

U^l) ^T""^^^^"' (^' ^' ^P'*^* ^^'^ ^^^^ prefttmes to mention the 
^crpAji^tLipn$9 ot Spcrate^and phijofo^hy. ^id<miys, bi(hop of Clermont^ 
ini|ht coodemp (11 yiii. rgtfi. 6.}, vfUh Icjs inconfiltency, th« human Hu 
crihcesof tl^e iSaxop. 

(105) ^o the bjeinoing of ^Je fa fl century, rhe learDed Cimbden wta 
ohnge<r to oodermiQc, with re (pef^faL f^cptkcilmp the rom^oce of Brutus f 
the Trojan ; i^ho w now buried, in (Ik tit oblivion, wkh 5f:f«, the 
daughter (if t>harapb| and her numereut ptogeny. Ytt I am bformedi 
that fome champions of the MiUfien c^hify may tlill be found among the 
•riginal natives of Ireland. A peofile ditTatih Bed with their pre feat €Q^• 
^tion, grafp at ^ny vi^ons of their paftor foture glor j. ' ■ ■ *' 
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and Ireland were gradually peopled from the ad- 
jacent continent of Gaul. From the coaft of 
Kent, to the extremity of Caiihnefs and Ulfter, 
the memory of a Celtic origin was diftin<SUy 
preferved, in the perpetual refemblahce of lan- 
guage, of religion, and of manners : and the 
peculiar characters of the 6riti(h tribes, might be 
naturally afcribed to the influence of accidental 
and local circiirhftances ( 1 09) . The Roman 
province was reduced to the Hate of civilized 
^nd peaceful fervitude : the rights of fayage free- 
dom v/ere contracted to the narr6w limits of Ca- 
ledonia. The inhabitants 6f that northern re-, 
gion were divided, as early as the reign of Con- 
ftantlne, between the two great tribes of the 
Scots and of thePicTs (no), who have fince 
experienced a very different fortune. The pow- 
er, and almoll the memory, of the Picts, have 

been 

(109) Tacttos, or nether hit father-in law ApkoH, might remarl^ 
the Germtn or Spani(h complexion nf fome BriUfli tribe*. Bat it wis 
fheir fober deliberate pp'mion. *^ In oniverfom tamen cfliniftnti Gallos. 
** vicioum folam occupaHe credibile eft. - Eorum fatra deprehendat . . .' 
Icrmo baud th«itiiinuiverfu«(in Vit. Agricoi. c. xi.)."^ ' Casiar bad.ob> 
fcrved their common religion (Cooimrnt. de Hello Gallico, vi. I3.)» 
and in bis time; the emigration from the Bdgic Gaul was a recent, or 
at leall an hiftorical, event (v.- 10.). Cambden^ (he Britilh Strabp, hat 
modeillj afcertained aur genuine antiquities (Britannia, vol. i. Intro- 
duClion> p. ii— xxxi). 

(no) In the dark and doubtful faths of Caledonian anti^it^, I have 
chofcnformj guides two teamed and ingenious Highlanders, whom their 
birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that office. See' Critical 
DifTertatioas on the Origin, Antiquities, Uc. of the Caledonians, by Dr. 
John Macpberfon, London, 1768, in 410.; and. Introduction to the 
Hiftory of Great Britain and Ireland, by James Macpberfon, Efq; Lon- 
don, I773> in4ro. third edit. Dr. Macpherfon was a roinillcr in the 
Ifleof Sky : and it is a circumftance honourable for the prefcnta^, that 
$. work, replci« with erudition and criticifni^ fhculd have been compofoi 
in the moll remote of the Hebrides. ' ' 
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been extinguifhed by their fuccefsfur rivals'; and 
the Scots, after maintaining for ages the dignity 
of an independent kingdom, have multiplied, by ' 
an equal and voluntary union, the honours of 
the Englilh name. The hand of nature had 
contributed to mark the ancient diftindion of 
the Scots and Pids. The former were the men 
of the hills, and the latter thofe of the plain. 
The eaftern coaft of Caledonia may be confir 
dered as a level and fertile country, which, even 
in a rude ftate of tillage, was capable of pro- 
ducing a confiderablc quantity of corn : and the 
epithet of cruitnicb^ or wheat-eaters, exprefled 
the contempt, or envy, of the carnivorous high- 
lander. The cultivation of the earth might in- 
troduce a more accurate feparatton of property, 
and the habits of a fedentary life ; but the love of 
arms and rapine was ftill the ruling paflion of .the 
Pidls : and their warriors, who ttripped them- 
felves for a day of battle, were diftinguiftied, in 
the eyes of the Romans, by the ftrange fa(hion of 
painting their naked bodies, with gaudy colours 
and fantaftic figures. The weftern part of Ca- 
ledonia irregularly rifes into wild and barren hills, 
which fcarcely repay the toil of the hufbandman, 
and are moft profitably ufed for the pafture or 
cattle. The highlanders were condemned to the 
occupations of fliepherds and hunters; and, as 
they feldom were fixed to any permanent habi- 
tation, they acquired the expreflive name of 
Scots, which, in the Celtic tongue, is faid xfii 
be equivalent to that of vxmderers^ or vagrants. 
The inhabitants of a barren land were urged to 
fcek a frelh fupply of food in the waters. The 
deep lakes and bays which interfedl their coun- 
try^ are plentifully ftored with fi(h ; and they. 

gradually 
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gradually ventut^d to caft their nets in the waves 
of the occah. The vicinity of the Hebrides^ fo 
profqfely icattered along the weftern coaft of 
Scotland, tdmpted their curiofily, and improved 
their Ik'il ; aiid they acquired, by dovr degreesy 
the art, or rather the habit, of man^irig tWir 
boats in' a tempeftuous fea; and of Peering their 
no<iturnal courle^by the light of the weH-known 
liars. The two bold' headlands of Caledonia 
aimoft touch the Ihores o^ a fpacibus ifland,; 
which obtiained, from its luxuriant vegetation, 
the epithet of Green ; and has prefcrved^ with a 
flight alteration, the name of Erin, or lerne^ or 
Ireland. It \s probable^ that in fome remotjs. pe- 
riod of antiquity, the fertile plains of tJMTer 
received a colony of hungry Scots ; ^ and that 
the ftrangers of the North, who had dared to 
encpunter the ar^s of the legions, Iprcad their 
conquefts oyer the favage and unwai^like nafiv'es^ 
of a foFitary lilind. Jt \s certnin^ that, in tlie 
dcclinirigage of the Rom^yi empire, Caledonia, 
. IrehM, ancf thelfle of Man^ weye inhabited^ ^y 
the Scots • and that the kindred trrbes, who 
wdre often aflbdated in military enterpril^, 
were deeply afieCtdd by the various accidents of 
their mutual fdrturiies. Tliey johg cheriHied the 
XxMtly tradition of their common name and ori- 
gin : and the .miflibnarl^s pf the Ifle of Saints^ 
who diffuficd the light of Chriflianity over North 
Britain, eftabliftied the vain opinion, that tlWif 
irifb coimtrymen w^rejlie natural, a^ well as 
fpiritiKfl, fathers of the S^ottifli race. The loofe 
0lid obfcurc trdditibn has been prcfervcd by the 
venerable Bcdc, who fcattefed fome rays of light 
over thedarknefsof the eighth century. On this 
(light fotindation, an huge fupcrftrudture of 
:■ v ; :■■■ :.;.....•.. . . -.. fabk 
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fable was gradually reared, by thebards,. and 
tfie monks ^ two orders of ititn^ who equaQy 
abufed iHe privilege of fidion. Ttie SbottifH 
nation^ with miftakcn pride* adopted their lri(h 
genealogy : and' tlie annals of a longline of ima- 
mnan? kings have been adorned by the fancy of 
Sbethius,. and the claiBc elegance of Biiduui- 
an (in). 

Six years after the death of Cbnrtafltlne,. the Their iiwi- 
deftruoive inroads of the Scots and Pi£ts required^ «f*»- 
the prefertce of his youngeff fon, who reigned ^©.j^^., 
in the weftern empire. Conftans vifitcd hiss^- 
Brrtiifi dominions : but we may formifome effi- 
mate of the importance of his atchievemenits^ by 
tfie language or pan^yric, wfcich celcbt^es only 
his triumph over the elements ; or, in other 
words^ the good fortune of a fefe arid eafy paf* 
fage, froih the port of Boulogne to the harbour 

(rii) fh€ Irifiidcfccnt of the Scots fiw teea revived, lA ttic laH 
nSMdetktsrcf its d^ay, shd (h-emidtiflj fupporred, by the Rer. Mu 
Whit«ker friift. <rf N&A^bcYQer^ ^I. i. p: 430^ 43 » \ ftnf Gkauifte HUtUJ 
rf tbe BritMfs tOertcd, 6k. p. 154— 1^^.)« Ytt be fekmwWges, «. 
^at Che Scots of Ammtanus Marcdlinus {A. D. 340.) wck alrdidf 
i«ttled in Caledonia ; aod that the Roman authors do dot afford jQiy biais 
of tlieir eml^attoii from anotKir eetooxry. 2. Tkdt cff fftt accounts -dC 
fnch eitvierations, wbich h«ve beeii adilrteds ^or receifed^, by Irifli 'baKdr^. 
Sicotch biftoriant, or Engiift anliqaariCi (Bucbanart, Cantbdtfn, Ufhcr^ 
Stilltn^eetv ^c), are totally fabulous. 3. fbai three of tl»e Irifiitribea* 
T^bfcft ar« meotioftod by Ptoreitvy (A, I). i$o.), WVW o*^ C«ledorti» nt- 
t^Aion. 4. That a younger bri^^b 4£ OtledOoian prin^^ of tbe honSft 
xii VrtpAy acquired and poffefTed tbe tsoharcky of lr0l«Dd.' After thcib 
cooeeflionSf tbe remaining diiference between Mr«Whitaker aod bti 
ad vei-lartes it minute aod obiciire. The genuine hifiory^ which he pro- 
duces, of a Fergus, tbe coufui of Offian, who wai traofplanted (A. D. 
320. ) from frefahd to Calcddrtia, is built on a c<fnjfStttrt\ fupplement to 
ibf Brfe poetry; and tb* feeble evicfence of RicbarS of Cirencefter, ii 
moiik of the fonrteentb cttxmry. Tfbe lively fp!rit of tbe learn«A and 
ingenious antiquariati has feiiipt^bim to fbrget cfre oituf e df a qu^fttoi^ 
Vi)likh he fo vebemeMtfy debates, and fo abfdutelj decides. * > 
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of Sandwich (i 1 2). The calamities which the 
afflidted provincials continued to experience, 
from foreign war, and domeftic tyranny, were 
aggravated by the feeble and corrupt admini- 
ilration of the eunuchs of Conftantius ; and the 
tranficnt relief which they might obtain from the 
virtues of Julian, was loon loft by the aWencc 
and death of their benefadtor. The fums of 
gold and filver, which had been painfully col- 
kdted, qr liberally tranfmitted, for the payment 
of tlie troops, were intercepted by the avarice of 
the commandera ; difcharges, or, at leaft, ex- 
emptions/ from the military fervice, were pub- 
licly fold i the diftrefs of the foldiers, who were 
injurioufly deprived of their fegal and fcamy 
fubfiftence, provoked them to frequent defertion ; 
the nerves oJF difciplinc were relaxed, and the 
highway s were infefted with robbers (113). The 
oppreffion of the good, and the impunity of the 
lyicked, equally contribqted to difFufe through 
the ifland a fpirit of difcontent and revolt } and 
every ambitious fubjedl:, every defperale exile, 
might entertain a reafonable hope of fubverting 
the weak and diftrafted government of Britain. 
The hoftile tribes of the North, who detefted 
the pride and power of the King of the World, 
fufpended their domeftic feuds ; and the Barba- 
rians of the land and fea, the Scots, the Pids, 
and the Saxons, fpread thcmfelve's, witb rapid 
and irrefiftible fury, from the wall of Antoninus 

(lit) Hyeme tomentet ac Gevientet und^s calcaflit Oceaoi Tub rem» 
vedru i . . • inrperitam impersLtoris faciem Britannuc expavit. Ju!iu( 
Firmictts Materaus de Errore Profan. Rellg p. 464. edit. Gionov. ad 
qilcem Miouc. Fzl. See TiUemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. tv. 

p. 33^)-* 

(113) Libanitia, Orat. Parent, c. xxxix. p. 2^4. This curious paffagt 

|ia» efcaped the diligence of our BritiOi aatiquaries. 
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to the fliprcs of Kent. Every production of art 
and nature, every objedt of convenience or lux- 
ury, which they were incapable of creating by 
labour, or procuring by trade, was accumulated 
in the rich and fruitful province of Britain (i 14)/ 
A philofopher may deplore the eternal difcord of 
the hurnan race, but he will confefs, that the 
defire of (J3oil is a more rational provocation than 
tlse vanity of conqueft. From the age of Con- 
ftantine to that of the Plantagenets, this rapa- 
cious fpirit continued to inftigate the poor and 
fiardy Caledonians ; but the fame people, whofc 
generous humanity feems to infpire the fongs of 
Offian, was difgraced by a favage ignorance of 
Ihe virtues of peace, and of the laws of war. 
Their fouthern neighbours have felt, and perhaps 
exaggerated, the cruel depredations of the Scots 
and Pidts (115); and a valiant tribe of Cale- 
donia, the Attacotti (11 6)» the enemies, and 
afterwards thfe foldiers, of Valentihian, are ac- 
cufed, by an eye-witnefs, of delighting in the 
talle of human flefti. ' When they Tiunted the 
woods for prey, it isfaid, that tliey attacked the 
(hepherd rather than his flock ; aiid that they 
curioufly felefted the moff delicate and brainy- 
parts, both of males and females, which they 

prepared 

(114] The Catedonitns prtifed and coveted the gold, the ftecdc, tine 
]4ghu, &c. of tht firanger, ' See Dr.' Blair's DiiTertation on 0$an, voi* 
ii. p. 343 i and Mr. Maq>herron's IntroduQion, p. »4i— a86» 

(115) Lord Lyttleton has circurnftantiaUy related (Hiflory of Henry II. 
Tol. i. p. i8a.)» and Sir David Dalrympk has (lightly mentioned (Annajt 
of Scotland, vol. i. p. ^9.), s barbarous inroad of the Scots, at a time 
(A. n. 1137.) V'hen law, religion, and fociety, htiu'ft have foftehed 
Xhtii primitive manners. 

(li6) Attacotti beUieofa homtnum natio. Ammian. xxvii. 8. Camb- 
den (Inirodudit. p. clii,) has reftored their trde nanie in the text of Jeroniv 
The bands of Attacotti, which Jerona bad feen in Gaul, were afterwai^ 
ftationed iA ttafy and lUyricum (Nolitia, S. viii. xxxix. zl.}. 
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prepare for their horrid rcpaft&(ii7). ^f^^^ 
tne nci^bourhood* o£ the commercial and ifte- 
lary town of Gliafgo.w, a race of caf^nibate has 
neally exiftcd^ we may contemplate^ in the pe-. 
riodof the Scottllh hiftory^ the oppof<te extrenies 
qT lavage and civilifed life. Such re^edion^ 
tend to enlarge thc: circle pf our ideas-; and to 
encourage thQ pleafing hope, that New l^iealand 
may produce,, in fomc future age,^ tjie Hume oiP 
the Southern Hemifphcse. 
ncffwAtioa Every meflenger who ef^aped acrofs the Bri- 
Th^cIirfSfinlf ti(h channel,, conveyed the moft melahcbpty and 
A.D.j67.1alarmin5 tidings to th^ ear? of Vafentinian; and 
^^^ the emperor was fopn informed, that the twot 
military commanders of the province had been 
furprifed and cut qff by the BarbaHans, S^verus;, 
count of the domeftics^ was haftily difpatched^ 
and as fuddenly recalled^ by the qourt of Treves. 
The reprefentations of JovJnus fcrved only to 
indicate the ^reatncft of the 'evil ^ and, after a 
long and ferious confultation, the defepce, or 
rather the recovery, of Britain, wais entrufted tq 
the abilities of jhe bravf Theodofius, The ex- 
ploits of that general, th? father of a line of em- 
pewrs, have beei> celebrated, with peculiar 
copaplacency^ by the \vriters of the age : but hi^ 
leal merit deferved their applaufe ; and his no- 
mination was received, by the ariny apd pro- 
vince, a$ a fore prefage of ?ippro?K?hing \\hqxy. 
He fcized the favourable moment of navigation, 
and fecurely landed the numerous and ycteran 

bands 

(117) Cwn ip(f ^utlAlie&riimluf in Calli5, vvJ^rUn Att^cotlos (of 
Scoiot) gentem Britaonicara humaats vefci carniln^ } et ct^ p^ l^v4f 

I find no leafoji l# ^pf&ip*. 



T&ahds of'the Heruli and 'BiWviafis, the Jdmns 

"and the Victors. In'his ^mdrth-from ^Sindwii^h 

'to LbntJon^ Thcbdofitis defeated fev^«abpartfes 

'tif the Barbarjaris, reledfed a tnultittidc df ca|>- 

"tivcs, 'and, afrtr diftrlbiiting to his ^foldieis >a 

imall portion' of 'the 'fpoil, i(ta1>lilheld ^ the fame 

'6{' diimtercftcd juftice, by the rtftitiition df the 

tcmiafidtr to the netful prbpritlors. TfceF ci- 

^ tlzttis^ df ^London, *who' had almoft defpairedU)? 

ttielrfafety,'threSv^pen thcir/gates; afld^iifooii 

4s Theddofiiis^had dbtamtid from the' «*itt<)f 

^rcv'fcs *lhe irtipdrtaiit aid* of a military iieatc* 

narit, and ^a civil governor, be^ejstcatei, »with 

"wH5J6m and vfeour, the lab6rio6s.ta(k of the 

deliverance of^BritaSn. ^he vagfant folditrs 

iixrere recalled to their ft^riditti v*rfcdldt(l>f. am- 

inteity drfp^Ui^ ^€ )imBlica^eh€ngdns ; ^aiHf ihia 

dheeirful tytkmplt allevtated fh^ rigour of mattial 

xjiftfiplhle. The^ f<Acteted^and dtf^Mtftry Mrarfarc 

if theBarbarians, ^ha4^ftfted the'lftid ftndfda, 

•diepriml'*hhnbf the^gldry^f^-figfUib^^iaoly ; 

* but^he'pfiideht^^lrit, ^ftftdc(Mftimmarte>.art, .of 

' 'the- ttoman- general, • WMe'di!^lay«d ia the tjpe- 

' rations of two campaigns, <#hidi ^ fucc^ifively a. d. ys$ 

refcned ^veiry part of ¥he prxD^nce from the han^s »«* 3«f- 

of a cjfuel- ami rapacious cn«ny . ^he fplcridor . 

of the titfes,'andth4<fecfi#ity eMhtf foriifications, 

'weire diligently reftored, by the paternal care of 

Theodofius : who with a ftrong hand confined 

thetrembling Caledoiuans to' the ndrthcm imglc 

of the ifland ; and pbrpettiated, by the name and 

fettlement of the* fteW" pi^ovince of Milwi/in, the 

glories bf the reign of ' Vdentinian ( 1 1 8 .) The 

voice of poetry and: pahj^gyric may add, per- 
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haps with fome degree of truth, that the un- 
known regions of Thule were ftained with 
the blood of the Pids ; that the oars of Theo- 
doiius dafhed the waves of the Hyberborean 
ocean ; and that the diftant Orkneys were the 
(bene of his naval viftory over the Saxon pi- 
xates(ii9). He left the province with a fair, 
as well as fplendid, reputation : and was imme- 
diately promoted to the rank of mafler-gencra! 
of the cavalry, by a prince, who could applaud 
without envy, the merit of his fervanls. In the 
important ftation of the upper Danube, the 
conqueror of Britain checked and defeated the 
armies of the Alemanni, before he was chofen 
to fupprefs the revolt of Africa. 
l^.^/rt^ III. The prince who rcfufes to be the judge, 
BjafRoma-inllruds his people to confider him as the ac- 
5i> &i.^* complice, of his minifters. The military com- 
mand of Africa had been long exercifed by 
Count Rpmanus, and his abilities were not ina- 
, dequate to his ftation : but as fordid interefl was 
. the fole motive of his condudt, he a£ted, on 
moft occafidfts, as if he had been the enemy of 
the province, and the friend of the Barbarians 
of the defert. The three flouriftiing cities of 
Oea, Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the 
name of Tripoli, had long conHituted a foederal 

union 

(up) Horreicit .... rttlbai . ^ . udpervi* Tbule* 
lllc .... nee fi lib nomine P idiot 
Edoraoit. Scotumque vago mucrone (iecntnt - 
Fre^t Hyperboreaa remU audacibus undas. 

Claudbn, in iii ConC Honorii^ ver. 53^ Aac* 
■— — — Madaerunt Saxone falbi 
Otcadea : iDcaluit Pidtorom faiiguioc Thnle«, 
Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialia lenie. 

In iv Conf. Hon. ver. 31, &c. 

See likewife Pacatot (iirPimegyr. Vet. xii* 5.). But it it not eafy to 

trprectate the intriafic i^4ilae o^iatcery and metaphor. Compare the 

Sritifi 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

iitiion iiio)y were obliged, for the firft time, to 
(hut their gates againlt a huftile invafion ; feve- 
Tal of their moft honourable citizens were fur- 
prized and maiTacred) the villages, and evea 
the Xuburbs, were pillaged > and the vines and 
fruit-trees of that rich territory were extirpated 
by the malicious favages of Getulia, The un- 
happy provincials implored the proteftion c^ 
Romanus; but they foon found that their mili- 
tary governor was not lefs cruel and rapacious 
than the Barbarians. As they were incapable of 
furni(hing the four thoufand camels, and the 
exorbitant prefent, which he required, before 
he would march to the afliftance of Tripoli^ 
his demand was equivalent to a refufal, and he 
might juftly be accufed as the author of the 
puUic calamity. In the annual alTemb^y of the 
three cities, they nominated two deputies, to 
lay at the feet of Valentinian the cuftomary of- 
fering of a gold victory ; and to accompany 
this tribute, of duty, rather than of gratitude, 
with their humble complaint, that they were 
ruined by the enemy, and betrayed by their 
governor. If the feverity of Valentinian had 
been rightly direded, it would have fallen on 
the guilty head of Romanus. • But the Count, 
long exercifed in the arts of corruption, had 
difpatched a fwift and trufty meffenger to fecure 
the venal friendlhip of Remigius, matter of the 

offices^ 

Britijb vi6lorie« of BoUnos (Stfttius, SiW. v. 1.) with his retl. chartAer 
< Tacit, io Vit. AgricoL c. t6.). 

(lao) Ammiaaus frequently mentions their eoociliara annuum, legi- 
timuDA, &c. Lepiis and Sabrata are Jong fine* ruined } but the citf 
of Oea, the native country of Apuleiut» ftiU flouriihes under the pro* 
vincial denomination of TriftH.' See Cellarius (Olograph. Anttqua, 
torn, il partii. p. 9i.), D' Anville (Gcpgraphie Aocienoe, toni. Bi. jw 
72, 7s. }i ^^ Marmoi (Afrii^ue, torn. ii. p. ^^i.}. 
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The 'wirdomtof the Impend couacil 
vtts deceiyed byani&ot ; «ftiid their bocieft indig- 
nation 'was cooled hy ^ay. At len^, when 
' the repetitienof • complaint •had'^been j«{ftUiesd by 
'febcrepetilion-6f put4ic misfortuMs^ theaotary 
'Paltadtus wasffent from the court of Tffeves^ to 
•examine the 'Hate of Africa, and* the dondufk of 
^^emanus. The rigki impartiality of F^m^dius 
' waseafily- difarmed : -he* was tempted ta vefeitve 
^for hirtfdfa^art df the public treafure^ wnbich 
^'|ie bnought ^th him for the payment ^f the 
troops ; tand from' the moment that he was con- 
fcbus of his ownguilt, hecouki no longerre- 
fofe to attcft* the innocence -and raeritof-the 
' Gocmt. The charge 6f thel Tripolkans was de- 
clared to be fffUe amt'fnvolous ; and:Pal}adius 
•iiimfelf -was -fentbafefc from Treves- to Africa^ 
with a ^pecial'commiffion, todifcover and pro- 
^fcovtte the ^authors of this impious con^jacy 
agairfft therepr^ientatives of the fovereign. His 
- enquiries wereman^ed whh fo much dexteiity 
arid fuccefs, that -he . compelled the -citizens of 
• Leptis, who hfl4 fdftaincd a recent fi^eof eight 
days, to* contradict (the truth ^ of- their own ?de- 
crecs, and • to cenfure < the -behaviour - of - their 
own -deputies. A -bloody fentence - - w^s - pro- 
nounced, -without- hefitation, by the ra{h and 
'hcddftroflg cruelty- of Valcntinian, The .prefi- 
dent- of 'Tripoli^ wh6 had.prefumed topity-the 
diflrefs of the province, was publicly executed 
at Utic9 ; four diftinguithed citizens were put to 
dedth, as the accompliqes of ; the imagui^ry 
..fraud v^ and rthe -tongues, of .{wovothera were cut 
-^out^'^by the expnefs ordep-46f the emperor. itRo- 
manus, elated' by iippjinity, and irritated- by 
refiftance,..was..flilL c(i)pticiucd .in the military 
commands till ihC'iAfriQap&.^ere provQfc^d^by 

his 
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his avarice, to join. the rebellious ftandard of 
Firmus the Moor (121). 

His father Nabal was one of the richeft and ^5'°^^ ^ 
liioft powerful of the Mooriih princes^ whoA.*^D"37a. 
acknowledged the fupremacy of Rome. But as 
he left, either by his wives or concubines, a 
very immerous pofterity, the wealthy inherit- 
ance was eagerly difputed *, and Zamma, one 
of his fons, was flain in a domeftic quarrel by 
by his brother Firmus. The implacable zeal, 
with which Romanus profecuted the legal re- 
venge of this rhurder, could be afcribcd only to 
a motive of avarice, or perfonal hatred : but, on 
this occafion, bis claims werejuft; his influence 
was weighty; and Firmus clearly under ftood, 
that he muft cither prefent his neck to the execu- 
tioner, or appeal from the fentence of the Im- 
perial confiftory, to his fword, and to the peo- 
ple (122). He was received as the deliverer of 
his country ; and, as foon as it appeared, that 
Romanus was formidable only to a fubmiflive 
province, the tyrant of Africa became the objedt 
of univerfal contempt. The ruin of Caefarea, 
which was plundered and burnt by the licentious 
Barbarians, convinced the refraftory cities of the 
danger of rcfiftance ; the power of Firmus was 
cftabliftied, at leaft in the provinces of Mauri- 
tania and Numidia ; and it feemed to be his only 
Vol. IV. T doubt, 

(ill) AmmUn. xviii. tf. Tilleraont (Hift. des Empcrenre, torn, v; 
p. 15. 676.) has difcuflfed the chronological difHcoltiec of the billory of 
Count Romanus. 

(122} The chronology of AmnntanusSs looHe and obicare: And Oro- 
fiU8 (I. vii. c. 53. p. 551. edit. Havcrcamp.) fcems to place the revolt 
of Firmus after the deatha of Valentinian and Valcns. Tillemont 
(Hift. des Emp. torn. v. p. 691.) endeavours to pick his way. The 
patient and furc-footed caule of the Alps may be truftcd in the molt 
fiippery paths. 
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doubt, whether he fhould affume the diadem of 
a Moorifli king, or the purple of a Roman em- 
peror. But the imprudent and unhappy Afri- 
cans foon difcovered, that, in this rafti infurrec- 
tion, they had not fufficiently confulted their own 
ftrength, or the abilities of their leader. Before 
he could procure any certain intelligence, that 
the emperor of the Weft had fixed the choice 
of a general, or that a fleet of tranfports was 
coUedted at the mouth of the Rhone, he was 
Theodofiui fuddenly informed, that the great Theodafius, 
aSi7 with a fmall band of veterans, had landed near 
^ ^' 373- Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African coaft ; and 
the timid ufurper funk under the afcendant of 
virtue and military genius. Though Firmus 
pofleiTed arms and treafures, his defpair of vic- 
tory immediately reduced him to the ufe of thofe 
arts, which, in the fame country, and in a fimi- 
lar lituation, had formerly been pradtifed by 
the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent fubmiifion, the vigilance of the 
Roman general; to feduce the fidelity of his 
troops ; and to protract the duration of the war 
by fucceflively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to efpoufi H|^ quarrel, or to protedk 
his flight. Theodofius imitated the example, 
and obtained the fuccefs, of his predeceflbr Me- 
tcUus. When Firmus, in the charafter of a 
fuppliant, accufedhisown ralhnefs, and humbly 
folicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieu- 
tenant of Valcntinian received and difmifled him 
with a friendly embrace ; but he diligently le^ 
quired the ufeful and fubfl:antial pledges of a 
. Mncere repentance ; nor could he be perfuaded, 
by the affurances of peace, to fufpend, for an 
inftant, the operations of an adtive war. A 
dark confpiracy was dctedted by the penetration 

of 
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of Theodofins ; and he fatisfied, without much 
reluiScance, the public indignation, which he 
had Tecretly excited. Several of the guilty ac- 
complices of Fiimus were abandoned, accord- 
ing to ancient cuftom, to t'hc tumult of military 
execution ; many more, by the amputation of 
both their hands, continued to exhibit an in- 
ftruftive fpedaele of horror ; the hatred of the 
rebels was accompanied with fear ; and the fear 
of the Roman foldiers was mingled with re- 
fpedful admiration. Amidft the boundlefs 
plains of Getula, and the innumerable vallies of 
Mount Atlas, it was impoffible to prevent the 
efcape of Firmus : and if the ufurper could 
have tired the patience of his antagonift, he 
would have fecured his perfon in the depth of 
fome remote folitude, and expefted the hopes 
of a future revolution. He was fubdued by 
the perfevorance of Theodofius ; who had form- 
ed an inflexible determination, that the war 
fhould end only by the death of the tyrant, and 
that every nation of Africa, which prefumed to 
fupport his caufe, Ihould be involved in his ruin. 
At the head of a fmall body of troops, which 
feldom exceeded three thoufand five hundred 
men, the Roman general advanced, with a Hea- 
dy prudence, devoid of raflinefs, or of fear, into 
the heart of a country, where he was fome- 
thmes attacked by armies of twenty thoufand 
Moors. The boldnefs of his charge difmayed 
the irregular Barbarians ; they were difconcerted 
by his feafonable and orderly retreat ; they were 
continually baffled by the unknown refources 
of his military art ; and they felt and confeffed 
the juft fuperiority, which was affumed by the 
leader of a civilifed nation. When Theodofius 
entered the extenfive dominions of Igmazen, 
T z king 
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king of the Ifaflenfes, the haughty fav^gc re- 
quired, in words of defiance, his name, and the 
objedt of his expedition. *' I am, replied the 
" ftcrn and difdainful count, I am the general 
" of Valentinian^ the lord of the world ; who 
*^ has fent me hither to purfue and puniOi a 
** defperate robber. Deliver him inftantiy into 
•* my hands ; and be affurcd, that if thou deft 
" not obey the commands of my invincible fo- 
*' vereign, thou, and the people over whom 
** thou reigned^ fliall be utterly extirpated.** 
As foon as Igmazen was fatisfied, that his 
enemy had ftrength and refolution to execute 
the fatal menace, he confentcd to purchafe a ne- 
ccflary peace by the facrifice of a guilty fugitive* 
The guards that were placed to fecure the per- 
fon of Firraus, deprived him of the hopes of 
efcape ; and the Moorifh tyrant^ after wine had 
extinguifhed the fenfe of danger^ difappointed 
the infuhing triumph of the Romans, by ftrang-^ 
ling himfelf in the night. His dead body, the 
only prefent which Igmazen could offer to the 
conqueror, was carelefsly thrpwn upon a camel : 
and Theodofius, leading back his vidtorious 
troops to Sitifi, was faluted by the warmeft ac- 
clamations of joy and loyalty (ia3). 
He it e»e- Africa had been lolt by the vices of Ro- 
carthill^, manus ; it was reftored by the virtues of Theo- 
A. D. 375. dofius ; and our curiofity may be ufefuUy di- 
reded to the inquiry of the refpedkive treat- 
ment, which the two generals received from 
the Imperial court. The authority of count Ro- 
manus had been fufpended by the mafter-gene- 
ral of the cavalry ; and he was committed to 

fafc 

(ti3) AmmUn. xxix. $, The text of this long chapter (fifteen 
quarto pages) is broken 4uxd corrupted ; and the nUrrative i« perplexed 
ky the want of chroooltigtcal and geographical land-marki.' 
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iafe ancj honourable cqftody till the end of the 
war. His crimes w^re proved by the rnott au-? 
thentic evidence ; and the public expected, with 
fomc impatience, the cjecree of fevere jufticc. 
Bpt the partial and powerful favour of Mello-r 
baudes encouraged him to challenge his legal 
judges, to obtain repeated delays for the pur- 
pofe of procuring a crowd of friendly witnefles, 
and, finally, to cover his guilty condudt, by 
the additional guilt of fraud and forgery, About 
the fame time, the reftorer of Britain and Af- 
rica, on a vague fufpicion, that his name and 
fervices were fupcrior to the rank of a fqbjedt, 
was ignominioufly beheaded at Carthage. Ya- 
ientinian no longer reigned ; and the death of 
iThcodofius, as well as the impunity of Roma-r 
nus, mayjuftly be imputed to the arts of the 
minillers who abufed tne confidence, and de- 
ceived the inexperienced youth, of his foils (124). 

If the geographical a9curacy of An) mianus state of 
had been tortunately beftowed on the Britifli ^^"*'*- 
exploits of TheodoUus, we fliould have traced, 
with eager curiofity, the diftind^ and domeftic 
footfteps of. his march. But the tedious enu- 
meration of the unknown and uninterefting 
tribes of Africa may be reduced to the general 
remark, that ihey were all of the fwarthy race of 
the Moors ; that they inhabited the back fet- 
tlements of the Mauritinian and Numidfan pro- 
vinces, the country, as they have fince been 
termed by the Arabs, of dates and of locufts 
(125); and, that, as the Roman power declin- 
ed 

(114) Ammianut, xxvili. 4. Orofiui, 1. 7. c. 33. p. 5^19 ggz. 
Jerom in Cbron. p. 1 87. 

(125) Leo Africaout (in the Viaggi di Ramufio, ' torn. i. fol. 78^ 
S3.) has traced t cuiiouit picture of the people and the country; which 
are more minutely (jcrcribed in the Afriqae de Marmol. torn. iii. p. 1 

—si- " ' 
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cd in Africa, the boundary of civtlifed manners 
and cultivated land was iWenfibly corttradted. 
Bt^^ end the utmoft hmits of the Moors, the 
vaft and inhofpitable defert of the South extends 
above a thoufand miles to the banks of the Ni- 
ger. The ancients, who had a very faint and 
imperfect knowledge of the great peninfula of 
Africa, were fotnetimes tempted to believe, that 
the torrid zone muft ever remain deftitute of 
inhabitants (126) : and they fometimes amufed 
their fancy by filling the vacant fpace with head- 
lefs men, or rather monfters (127) ; with harri- 
ed and cloven-footed fatyrs (128); wilh fabu- 
lous centaurs (129); and with human pygjnies, 
who waged a bold and doubtful warfare againft 
the cranes (130). Carthage would have trem- 
bled 

(la^) This uniiihabitabte zone was gradually reduced, by thetm« 
provemenU of aacieni ge«^raphy, from forty*five to twenty four, or 
even fixteen, degrees of latitude. See a learned and judicious note of 
Dr. Rf-bertfon, Hi(t. of America, vol. i. p. 416. 

(117) Intra, fi credere libct, vix jam bomines et inagis femifeVi 
.... Blemmyes, Saiyri, &c. Pomponius Mcla^ i. 4. p. i6. edit. 
Voff. in 8vo. Pliny pbihfiphicaUy explains (vi. 35.) the irregularities of 
nature, which he bad creduUufy admitted (v. 8.). 

(laS) If the fatyr was the Orang-outang, the great human ape (Buf- 
fon. Hill. Nat. lorn. xiv. p. 43, &c.), one of that fpeicies might aaually 
be (hewn alive at Alexandria in the rejgn of Conftantinc. Yet fome dif- 
ficulty will ftill remain about the converfation which St. Anthony held 
with^one of thcfe pious lavages in the defert of Thtbais (Jerom in Vit. 
Paul. Emerlt. torn. i. p. 23^.). 

(lip) St. Anthony Ubewife met one of thefs xMXi^tx%\ whofe exift- 
€nce was feriouay alferted by the emperor Claudius. The public laugbed; 
but his pricfea of Egypt had the addrefs to fend an artful preparation, 
the embalmed corpfe of an Bippocentaur -, which was prefciVed almoft a 
century afterwards in the Imperial palace. See Pliny (Hift. Natnr. vri. 
3:), and the judicious obfervations of f reret (Memoires dc I'Acad. torn, 
vii. p. 311, &c.). 

(130) The fable of the Pigmies is as old as Homer (Iliad iii. 6.). The' 
pygmies of India and Ethiopia were (tritpithami) twcnty-feven inches 
high. Every fpring their cavalry (mounted on rams and goats) marched 

ia 
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bled at the ftrange intelligeiice, that the coun- 
tries, on either fide of the equator, were filled 
with innumerable nations, who differed only in 
their colour from the ordinary appearance of the 
human fpecies ; and the fubjedla of the Roman 
empire might have anxioufly expedted, that the 
fwarms of Barbarians, which iffued froni the 
North, would fopn be encountered from the 
South, by new fwarms of Barbarians, equally 
fierce, and equally formidable. Thefe glooniy 
terrors would indeed have been difpelled by a 
more intimate acquaintance with the charadler 
of their African enemies. The inaction of the 
negroes does not feem to be the effedt, either 
of their virtue, or of iheir pufiUanimity. They 
indulge, like the reft of mankind, their pafliong 
and appetites ; and the adjacent tribes are enr 
gaged in frequent a6ts of hoftility (131). But 
their rude ignorance has never invented any ef- 
fedlual weapons of defence, or of deftrudion ; 
they appear incapable of forming any exten- 
five plani of government, or conqucft ; and the 
obvious inferiority of their mental faculties has 
been difcovered and abufed by the nations of 
the temperatp zone. Sixty thoufand blacks are 
annually embarked from the coait of Quinea, 
i^ever to return to their native country j but they 
are embarked in chains Usi)' ^^d thiscoq- 
fl:ant emigration, which, in the fpace of twp 
centuries, might have furniftie^ armies to over- 
run 

in htttle arra]^, to deftroy the crtncs eggs, aliter (fiiys Pliny) futuris grc-' 
gibus non refiili. Their houfes were built of mud, feathers, and egg- 
fliells. See j'liny (vi. 3$. vii. 2.) and Strabo (1. ii. p. ili.)- 

(131) The third and fourth volumes of the valuable ftiftoirc des Voy- 
ages dcfcribe the prcfeni ftatc of the negroes. The nations of the fea- 
coaft have been polilhed by European commerce \ and ibofe of the inland 
country have been improved by Mooriih cobmics. 

(132) Hiftoirc Philofophique et Politique, &c t^. iv. p. Ii»». . 
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run the. globe, accufes the guilt of Europe, and 
the vvcaknefs of Africa. 
IV. The IV. The ignominious treaty, which faved the 
The Perfun^^"^y of Jovjan, had been faithfully executed 
wtr. on the fide of the Romans : and as they had 
^378.^^^ folemnly renounced the fovereignty and alli- 
ance of Armenia and Iberia, thofe tributary- 
kingdoms were expofed, without protection, to 
the arms of the Perfian monarch (133). Sapor 
entered the Armenian territories at the head of 
a formidable hoft of cuirafliers, of archers, and 
of mercenary foot ; but it was the invariable 
pradtice of Sapor to mix war and negociation, 
and to confider falfehood and perjury as the 
moft powerful inftruments of regal policy. He 
affefted to praife the prudent and moderate con- 
duct of the king of Armenia ; and the unfuf- 
picious Tiranus was perfuaded^ by the repeated 
aflurances of infidious friendfhip, to deliver hii 
perfon into the hands of a faithlefsand cruel er^e^ 
my. In the midft of a ipleridid entertainment,' he 
was bound in chains of filver, as ati hoiiour due 
to the blood of tiie Arfatides ; and,afteraih6rf 
confinement in the To\^^r of Oblivion at Ec- 
batana, he was releafed from- the rniferies of 
life, either by hiis own- dagger, or by that of 
an afl'aflin. The kingdom of Armenia Was re- 
duced to the ftiatc of a Perfian province ; the 
adminiflratioii was fhared between a diftih- 
guilhed fatrap and a favourite eunuch •, and Sa- 
por marched without delay, to fiibdue the mar- 
tial fpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, who 

reigned 

(133) The e\'idence of Ammianus is original and dccifivc (xxvii. n.). 
Mofesof Chorenc (hiii. c. 17, p. 249. anrfc. 34. p. 26p.),and Procopiu* 
(de -Bell. Perfico, 1. i. c. 5. p. 17. edii. Louvre), have been confulted • 
but thofe hiftorians, who confound diftind) fat^s, repeat the fame events, 
and iatroduce llrange ilories, muft be ufed with diffidence and cautioa. 
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ipcigned in that country by the permiffion of the 
emperors, was expelled by a fuperior force ; and, 
as an infult to the majelly of Rome, the King 
of kings placed a diadem on the head of his 
abjedk vaffal Afpacuras. The city of Artogeraf- 
& (^34) was the only place of Armenia, which 
prefumed to refift the effort of his arms. The trea- 
f ure depofited in that ftrong fortrcfs tempted the 
avarice of Sapor ; but the danger of Olympias, 
the wife, or widow, of the Armenian king, ex- 
cited the public compaffion, and animated the 
defperate valour of her fubjedts and foldiers. The 
Perfians were furprized and repulfed under the 
walls of Artogeraffa, by a bold and well -concerted 
fally of the befieged. But the forces of Sapor 
were continually renewed and increafed ; the 
hopelefs courage of thegarrifon wasexhaufted; 
the ftrength or the walls yielded to the affault; 
and the proud conqueror, after wafting the re- 
bellious city with fire and fword, led away cap- 
tive an unfortunate queen; who, in a more au- 
fpicious hour, had been the deftined bride of 
the fon of Conftantine (135). Yet if Sapor al- 
ready' triumphed in the eafy conqueft of two 
dependent kingdoms, he foon felt, th^t a coun- 
try is unfubdued, as long as t\\€ minds of the 
people are actuated by an hoftile and contu- 
macious fpirit. The fatraps, whom he was ob- 
liged to truft, embraced the firft opportunity 
of regaining the afFedion of their countrymen, 
and of fignalizing their immortal hatred to the 

Perfian 

(134) Perhaps Artagera, or Ardls ; under whofe walls Ctius, tbe 
fraodfon of Auguftus, was wounded. This forirefs was fituau above 
Aroida, near one of the fources of the Tigris. See d*Anvi1le, Ge<»g;fa' 
pbie Ancienne, lom. ii. p. 106. 

(135) Tillfmont (Hift.des Empereurit, lom. v. p. 7«i) proves, fr»« 
chronology, that O^ympias mud have been tbe mother of Para. 
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Perfian name. Since the converfion of the Ar- 
menians dnd Iberians, thofe nations confidered 
the Cbriftians as the favoorites, and the Magi- 
ans as the adverfaries, of the Supreme Beings 
the influence of the clergy, over a fuperftitious 
people, was uniformly exerted in the caufe of 
Rome ; and as long as the fucceflbrs of Con- 
ilantine difputed with thofe of Artaxerxes the 
fovcreignty of the intermediate provinces, the 
religious connexion always threw a decifive ad- 
vantage into the fcale of the empire. A nume- 
rous and aftive party acknowledged Para, the 
fon of TiranuSy as the lawful fovereign of Ar- 
menia ; and his title to the throne was deeply- 
rooted in the hereditary fucceffion of fiv^ hundred 
years. By the unanimous confent of the Ibe- 
rians, the country was equally divided between 
the rival princes ; and Afpacuras, who owed his 
^iadem to the choice of iSapor, was obliged to 
declare, that his regard for his children, who 
were detained as hoftages by the tyrant, was 
the only confideration, which prevented him 
from openly renouncing the alliance of Perfia. 
The emperor Valens^ who refpedted the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, and whp was apprehenfive 
of involving the Eaft in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious rpeafures, to fup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Ibe- 
ria and Armenia. Twelve legions eftabliftied 
the authority of Saurpmaces on the banks of the 
Cyrus. The Euphrates was protefted by tlie 
valour of Arintheus. A powerful army, under 
the command of count Trajan, and of Vado- 
mair, king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp 
on the confines of Armenia. But they were 
ftridly enjoined, not to commit the firft holli- 
iities, which might be underftood as a breach of 

the 
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the treaty : and fuch was the implicit obedience 
of the Roman general, that they retreated, with 
exemplary patience, under a ftiower of Perfian 
arrows, tijl they had clearly acquired a juft title 
to an honourable and legitimate victory. Yet 
thefe appearances of war infenfibly fubfided in 
a vain and tedious negociation. The contend- 
ing parties fupported their claims by mutual 
reproaches of perfidy aild ambition; and it 
fhould feem, that the original treaty wasexpreflT- 
ed in very obfcure terms, fince they were re- 
dnccd to the qeceffity of making their incon- 
clufivc appeal to the partial teftimonyof the ge- 
nerals of the two nations, who had aflifted at 
the negociations (136). The invafion of the 
Goths and Huns, which foon afterwards (hook 
the foundations of the Roman empire, expofed 
the provinces of Afia to the arms of Sapor. But 
the declining age, and perhaps the iniirniities, 
of the monarch, fuggefted new maxims of tran- 
quillity and moderation. His death, which hap-A.F.io; 
pened in the full maturity of a reign of feventy 
years, changed in a moment the court and coun- 
cils of Perua; and their attention was moft 
probably engaged by domeftic troubles, and 
the diftant efforts or a Garmanian war (137). 
The remembrance of ancient injuries was loft 

id 

(136) Animuinut (xxvii. 12. xxix.- f. xxx. I9 1.) has deicribed Hbt 
«vcnt8, without the dates of the perfiaa war. Mofes of Chorene (Hi(i« 
Armen. ]. iii. c 28. p. %6i. c. 31. p. 266. c. 3$. p. 271.) affbrtis feme 
additional fa^s ; but it is extremely diHRcult to feparate truth from 
fab!e. 

(137) Artaxerxes was the fucceflbr and hrcihtr (th coujtn-germanjd^ 
fhe great Sapor; and the guardian of his fon Sapor llf. (Agathias,*!. 
17. p. 135. edit. Lonvrc.) See the Univerfai Hiftory, vol. xi. p. 85. 
161. The authors of that imeqiial work have compiled the Saflanian 
dynafty with erudition and diligence : but it is a prepolterous arrange* 
tnent to divide the Roman and Oriental accounts into two didindl hif- 
torieSb 
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jie treaty \jj ^ cnjoyment of peace. The kingdoms 
iuo!^84. of Armenia and Iberia were permitted, by the 
mutual, though tacit, confent of both empires, 
to refume their doubtful neutrality. In the firft 
years of the reign of Theodofius, a Perfian em- 
baffy arrived at Conflantinople, to excufe the 
unjuflifiable meafures of the former reign; and 
to offer, as the tribute of friendftiip, or even of 
refpcdt, a fpkndid prcfent of gems, of filk, and 
of Indian elephants (138). 
Adr«fittim ^^ ^he general pifture of the affairs of the 
•f p»ni, Eaft under the reign of Valens, the adventures 
n!^^''o( Para form one of the moft ftrikingand An- 
gular objedts. The noble youth, by the per- 
fuafion of his mother Olympias, had efcaped 
through the Perfian hoft that befieged Artoge- 
raffa, and implored the proteftion of the em- 
peror pf the Eaft. By his timid councils. Para 
was alternately fupported, and recalled, and 
reftored, and betrayed. The hopes of the Ar- 
menians were fomctirpes raifed by the prefcnce 
of their rjatural fovereign ; aqd tlie minifters of 
Valens were fatisficd, that they preferved the 
integrity of the public faith, if their vaffal was 
not fuffered to affume the diadem and title of 
king. Put they foon repented of their own 
rafhnefs. They were confounded by the tct 
proaches and threats of the Perfian monarch. 
They found reafon to diftfuft the cruel and in- 
conftant temper of Para himfelf: who facri- 
ficed, to the flighteft fufpicions, the lives of his 
mott faithful fcrvants; and held a fecret and 
difgraceful correfpondence with theafraffin of his 

father, 

(138) Pacatus in Panegyr. Vet. xii. ax. and Orofiu% 1. vii. c. 34. 
If^uraque torn foedus eft, qiio oniverfus Orieoi uf^ue ad nunc (A. D. 
4itf>) traaquiiliffime fruitur. . 
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father, and the enemy of his country. Under 
the fpacious pretence of confulting with the 
emperor on thefubjedt of their common intereft^ 
Para was perfuaded to defcend from the moun-^ 
tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms^ 
and to trull his independence and (afety to the 
difcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 
Armenia^ for fuch he appeared in his own eyes^ 
and in thofe of his nation, was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provmces 
through which he paffed -, but when he arrived 
at Tarfus in Cicilia, his progrefs was (lop- 
ped under various pretences ; his motions were 
watched with refpe^ful vigilance; and he gra* 
dually difcovered, that he was a prifoner in the 
hands of the Romans. Para fuppreifed his in« 
dignation, diflembied his fears, and, after fe* 
cretly preparing his efcape, mounted on horfe- 
back with three hundred of his faithful follow- 
ers. The officer ftationed at the door of his 
apartment immediately communicated his flight 
to the confular of Cicilia, who overtook him ia 
the fuburbs, and endeavoured without fuccefs^ 
to difTuade him from profecuting his ra(h and 
dangerous defign. A legion was ordered to 
purfue the royal fugitive ; but the purfuit of in- 
fantry could not be very alarming to a body of 
Kght cavalry : and upon the firft cloud of ar- 
rows that was difcharged into the air, theyre^ 
treated with precipitation to the gates of Tar-. 
fus. After an incefiant march of two days and 
two nights. Para and his Armenians reached the 
banks of the Euphrates ; but the paiTage of the 
river, which they were obliged to fwim, was 
attended with fome delay and fome lofs. The 
country was alarmed ; and the two roads, which 
were only feparated by an interval of three 

miles. 
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miles, bad been occupied by a thoufand archers 
on horfeback, under the command of a count 
and a tribune. Para muft have yielded, to fu- 
perior force, if the accidental arrival of a friend- 
ly traveller had not revealed the danger^ and 
the means of efcape. A dark and almoft im- 
pervious path fecurely conveyed the Armenian 
troop through the thicket; and Para had left 
behind him the count and the tribune, v/hile 
they patiently expcded his approach along the 
public highways. They returned to the Impe- 
real court to excufe their want of diligence or 
fuccefs : and ferioufly alleged, that the king of 
Armenia, who was a (kilfur magician, had tranf- 
formed himfelf and his followers, and pafled 
before their eyes under a borrowed (hape. Af- 
ter his return to his native kingdom, Para ftill 
continued to profefs himfelf the friend and ally 
of the Romans ; but the Romans had injured 
him too deeply ever to forgive, and the fecret 
fentence of his death was figned in the coun- 
cil of Valens. The execution of the bloody 
deed was committed to the fubtle prudence of 
Count Trajan ; and he had the merit of infinu- 
ating himfelf into the confidence of the credu- 
lous prince, that he might find an opportunity 
cf ftabbing him to the heart. Para was invited 
to a Roman banquet, which had been prepared 
with all the pomp and fenfuality of the £aft : 
the hall refounded with cheerful mufic, and the 
company was already heated with wine ; when 
the count retired for an inftant, drew his fword, 
and gave the fignal of the murder. A robuft 
and defperatc Barbarian inftantly ruflied on the 
king of Armenia ; and though he bravely de- 
ifended his life with the firft weapon that chance 
oflfered to his hand, the table of the Imperial 

gene- 
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general was ftain«d with the royal blood of a a. 0*374. 
gueft, and an ally. Such were the weak and 
wicked maxims of the Roman adminift ration, 
that to attain a doubtful obje6\ of political in- 
tereft, the laws of nations, and the (acred rights 
of hoijpitality, were inhumanly violated in the 
face ox the world (139). 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years,v.THi 
the Romans fecured their frontiers, and the^^*^^"'^ 
Goths extended their dominions. The viftoriesHera»nric 
of the great Hermanric (140), king of the 
Oftrogoths, and the moft noble of the race of 
Amaii, have been compared, by the enthufiafm 
of his countrymen, to the exploits of Alexan- 
der : with this Angular, and almoft incredible, 
difference, that the martial fpirit of the Gothic 
hero, inftead of being fupported by the vigour 
of youth, was difplayed with glory and fuccefs 
in the extreme period of human life ; between 
the age of fourfcore and one hundred and ten 
years. The independent tribes were perfuaded, 
^r compelled, to acknowledge the king of the 
Oftrogoths as the fovereign of the Gothic nati- 
on : the chiefs of the Vifigoth&, or Therving?, 
renounced the royal title, and affumed the more 
humble appellation of Judgt$\ and, among thofe 
judges, Athanaric, Fritigern, and Alavivus, were ^ 
the moft illuftrious, by their perfonal merit, as 
well as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces. 

Thefe 

(139) See in Amrolanus (xx. i.) the tdventnresof Para. MoTcsof 
Chorene calls him Tiridatet; and tellt a long, and not improbable, ftor/ 
of hit Ton Gnclut; who afterwardt made himfetf popular in Armenia, 
and provoked the jeakniry of the reigning king (I. iii. c. %i, &c. p. ft53> 
lee). 

(140) Theconcife accoant of the reign and conquefts of Hermaartc, 
feems to be one joF the valuable fragments which Jornandes (c. a8.} bar* 
rowed from the Gothic hillorics of Ablavius, or Cafiiodorias* • 
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Thcfc domeftic conquefts, which incrcafed the 
military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am- 
bitious deiigns. He invaded the adjacent coun- 
tries of the North ; and twelve confiderable na- 
tions, whofe names and limits cannot be accu- 
rately defined, fucccffively yielded to the fupe- 
liority of the Gothic arms (141). The Heruli, 
who inhabited the marlhy lands near the lake 
Msotis, were renowned for their ftrength and agi- 
lity ; and the affiftance of their light-infantry 
was eagerly folicited, and highly efteemed, in 
all the wars of the Barbarians. But the adive 
fpirit of the Hcruli was fubdued by the flow 
and fteady perfeverance of the Goths- and, 
after a bloody adion, in which the king was 
flain, the remains of that warlike tribe became 
an ufeful acceffion to the camp of Hermanric. 
He then marched againft the Venedi ; unfkilled 
in the ufe of arms, and formidable only by 
their numbers, which filled the wide extent of 
the plains of modern Poland. The victorious 
Goths, who were not inferior in numbers, pre- 
vailed in the contefi, by the decifive advantages 
of exercife and difcipline. After the fubmiilion 
of the Venedi, the conqueror >advanced, with- 
out refiftance, as far as the confines of the 
iEftii(i42); an ancient people, whofe name is 
flill preferved in the province of Eilhonia. 



(r4i) M. de Baat (Hift. des Peop^en de TEurope, torn, vl p. 3ri<— 
329.) inve(ltgAte8> with more indaftry than fuccefs, the nations Tubduetl 
by the arms of Hermanric. He denies the cxiflence of the Vafintibrvnca^ 
oa account df the immoderate kngth. of their name. Yet the French 
envoy to Ratifbon, or Drefden, mud have traverfed the country of the 
MJitmatrid. 

(14a) The edition of Grotiut (Joroandes^ p. 641.) exhibits the name 
of jEJlri. But reafon, and the Ambrofian MS. have reftored the jE/la^ 
whofe manners and (ituatlon are expreifed by the pencil of Tacitus (G:r. 
mania, c. <$.). 
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Thofe djilant inhabitants of the Baltic coa^ft 
were fupporied by the labours of agriculture, 
enriched by the trade of amberj and confecrated 
by the peculiar worfliip of the Mother of the 
Gods. But the fcarcity of iron obliged the 
-^flian warriors to content thernfelves with 
wooden clubs ; and the reduction of that 
wealthy country is afcribed to the prudence, ra- 
ther than to the arms, of Hermanric. His do- 
minions, which extended from the Danube to 
the Baltic, included the native feats, and the 
recent acquifitions of the Goths ; and he reign- 
ed over the greateft part of Germany and Scy- 
thia with the authority of a conqueror, and fome- 
timcs with the cruelty of a tyrant. But he 
reigned over a part of the globe incapable of 

?Tpetuating and adorning the glory of its heroes, 
he name of Hermanric is almoil buried ia 
oblivion ; his exploits are imperfeAly known ; 
and the Romans thernfelves appeared unconfcir 
ous of the progrefs of an afpiring power, which 
threatened the liberty of the Northj^ and the 
peace of the empire (143). 

The poths had contracted an hereditary at-*Thectoreef 
tachment for the Imperial houfe of Conftantine^*^*^^**'^'*= 
of whofe power and liberality they had received a. 0.3^5. 
fo many fignal proofs. They refpefted the 
public peaoe : and if an hoflile band fometimes 

J>rerumed to paft the Roman limit, their irregu- 
ar condu<St was candidly afcribed to the ungo- 
vernable fpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their 
contempt tor two new and obfcure princes, who 
had been raifed to the throne by a popular elec- 
tion, inlpired the Goths with' bolder hopes ; and; 
Vol. IV. U ,\ whili 

t 

(143) AmmiaiiMs (xzxi. 3.) cbfcrvcs, ingencrtl tcrnw: ^rmenrichi 
^ . . . Dobilifluni Regit, et, per mvlu varaquc fortiter f»^ vicios 
^Qiibiu fonaidiu, &c.. 
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while they agitated fome defign of marching 
their confederate force under the national (land- 
ard (144)9 they were eafily tempted to embrace 
the party of Procopiiis ; and to roment, by thei^ 
dangerous aid, the c'rvil difcord of the Romans. 
The public treaty might ftipulate no more than 
ten thoufand auxiliaries ; but the defign was (b 
2ealoufly adopted by the chiefs of the Vifigoths^ 
that the army which pafled the Danube amount- 
ed to the number of thirty thoufand men (145). 
They marched with the proud confidence, that 
their invincible valour would decide the fate of 
the Roman empire; and the provinces of Thrace 
groaned under tl^ weight of the Barbarians, 
who diTplayecl the infolence of mafters, and the 
ticentioufnefs of enemies. iBut the intemperance 
which gratified their appetites, retarded their 
firogrefs; and before the Goths could receive 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death 
of Procopius, they perceived, by the hofiile 
^te of the country, that the civil and military 
)x>wer8 were refumed by his fuccefsful rival. A 
chain of pofts and fortifications, ikilfully dif«- 
pofed by Valens, or the generals of Valens, re- 
lifted their march, prevented their retreat, and 
intercepted their fubfiftence. The fiercenefs of 
the iBarbarians was tamed and fufpended hj 
hunger: they indignantly threw down their 
arms at the feet of the conqueror, who offered 
them food and chains : the iiiunerous captives 

were 

(144) Vtfom .... docetmr rektionibus Docuin* giefiiem Gatlwromt 
<i8 tenpeftftte iotaCliin ideoqsc fsevi^matn, conrpirmntcna in oaaoiy ad 
|itrvadcDdtfn ptrart colliinieu Thpaciamm. Ammico. xxvi. 6. 
' (145) M. de Boat (Hift. des Petiplet de I'Europe, torn. vi. p. 331.) 
1»t curioafl J aflertained the real number of thefe auxiliaries. The 3000 
AmmianQ8y'i)id fhc lo^ooQ of ZoGouis^ vrertonly the Stfi diWfioiM ef 
the OMhk army« 
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were difoibuted in all the cities of the Gaft ; and 
the provincials^ who were foon familiarized with 
their favage appearance, ventured^ by degrees^ 
te meafure their own llrength with tiiefe foritii* 
dable adveriories^ whofe name had fo long been 
the obje<ft of their terror. The king of Scythia 
(and Hermanric alone could deferve fo lofty a 
tkle) was grieved and exafberated by this natt*- 
onal calamity. His ambauadors loudly com^ 
plained, at the court of Valens^ of the infradtl- 
on of the ancient and folemn alliance^ which had 
fo long fubfifted between the Romans and the 
Goths. They alleged, that they had l\iliil!ed 
the duty of allies, by affifilngi the kuiftMn and' 
facceScM: of the emperor Julian ; they required 
the immediate reftitution of the noble captives; 
and diey urged a very fingular daim^ that the 
Gothic generals, marching in arms, and in hofr 
tile array, were entitled to the facred cham£^ 
and privileges of ambaffadorSi The decent, 
but peremptory^ rrfufal of thefe extravagant de- 
mar^s, wa& fighified to tHe Barbarians by Vic- 
tor, ma^er-general of the cavafry ; who «o* 
prdfed, with force and dignity, the juft com- 
plaints of the emperor of theEaft (14^). The 
negociation was interrupted; and' the manly 
exhortations of Valentinian encouraged his timid 
brother to vindicate the infulted majefty of the 
empire (147). 

Vz The 

(14^ The march, i^nd fiibltyent nepattiont^ are ikfcribed lor tbe 
Fragmeatfr of Eunapius (E^erpt. Legat. p. t^. edit, Lottvra), Th«<pr)o- 
▼inciat«, who afterwards became familiar wjth the BarbarianS| foond that 
their- ftreogtb wat more apparent than real* They were uU of ftature ( 
but their legs were dumfy, and their (hoalders were narrow. 

(147) Viileni enim, ai*coafiiltoplacuerat fratti, cujus regebatur arbi- 
trkv arma concaffit in Gothos rationb juftS permotua. Ammiahu^ ztvii; 
4.) then proceeds to defcribe, not the coontipy of the Oothn, but Hhe '' 
peaceful and obedient province of Tbracf, which was not affbacd by thci 
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Hoftiiitict, The fplendour and magnitude of this Go^ 
JT^ETtf* thic war are celebrated by the contemporary 
3^s/3\//hiftorian (148): but the events fcarcely deferve 
the attention of pofterity, except as the prelinii^ 
nary fteps of the approaching decline and fall 
of the empire. Inftead of l^ing the nations 
of Germany and Scythia to the banks of the 
Danube, or even to the gates of Conilantino- 
ple, the aged monarch of the Goths refigned to 
the brave Athanaric the danger and glory of a 
defenfive war, againft an enemy, who wielded 
with a feeble hand the powers of a mighty 
ftate. A bridge of boats was eftablifhed upon 
the Danube I the prefence of Valens animated 
his troops ; and his ignorance of the art of war 
was compenfated by perfonal bravery, and a 
wife deference to the advice of Vi6tor and Ann- 
theus, his mafters-general of the cavalry and 
infantry. The operations of the campaign 
were conducted by their fkill and experience ; 
^ but they found it impoffible to drive the Vifi- 
goths from their ftrong pofts in the mountains : 
and the devafiation ot the plains obliged the 
Romans themfelves to repais the Danube on 
the approach of winter. The incelTant rains, 
which fwelled the waters of the river, produced 
a tacit fufpenfion of arms, and conhned the 
emperor Valens, during the whole courfe of the 
cnuung fummer, to his camp of Marcianapolis. 
The third year of the war was more favoura- 
ble to the Romans, and more pernicious to the 
Goths. The interruption of trade deprived the 
Barbarians of the objeds of luxury, which they 

already 

(148) Euntpius, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 18, 19. The Greek fophift 
inuft have confidered as tne and x\it.fame war, the whole feries cf Gotlii^ 
liilto7 till the viAorict and pe«cc of Thcodofius. 
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already confounded with the neceflaries of life ; 
and the defblation of a very extenfive traft of 
<:ountry threatened them with the horrors of 
famine. Athanaric was provoked, or compelled^ 
to riik a battle, which he loft, in the plains ; 
and thepurfuit was rendered more bloody by 
the cruel precaution of the vidorious generals^ 
who had promifed a large reward for the head 
of every Goth, that was brought into the Im- 
perial camp. The fubmiflion of the Barbarians 
appeafed the rcfentraent of Valens and hiscqun- 
cil; the empero|r liftened with fatisfa£tion to 
the flattering and eloquent remonft ranee of the 
fenate of Conftantinople, which aflumed, for 
the firft tinie, a (hare in the public deliberati- 
ons ; and the fame generals, Viftor and Arin- 
theus, who had fuccefifuUy dire£ted the conduct 
of the war, were empowiered tq reguUte the 
conditions of peace. The freedom of trade, 
which the Goths had hitherto enjoyed, was re- 
ftridted to two cities on the Danube ; the rafti- 
nefs of their leaders was feverely punilhed by 
the fuppreflion of their penfion$ and fubfidies ; 
- and the exception, which was ftipulated in fa- 
vour of Athanaric alone, was more advanta- 
S|eousthan honourable to the Judge of tH^ Vi- 
igoths. Athanaric, who, on this occafipn, ap- 
pears to have confulted his private iqtereft, with- 
out expecting the orders of his fpvereign, fup- 
ported his own dignity, and that of hi3 tn^^ 
in the perfonal interview which was prqpbfed by 
the minifters of Valens. He perfiiled in his de- 
claration, that It was impoffible for him, with- 
out incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to fet 
his foot on the territory of the empire ; and it 
is more than probable, that his regard for the V 
fandtity of an oath was confirmed by the re- 
cent 
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<:ent and fatal examples of Roman trealbhery. 
The Danube, whidi leparated the dominions of 
the two independent rations, was chofen for 
fcene of the conference The Emperor of the 
Eaft, and the Judge of tfatt ViSgoths, accom^ 
panied by an equ^ nnmber of armed follow- 
ers, advanced in theh^refpeftive barges to the 
middle of the ftreara. After the ratification of 
the treaty, and the delivery of hoft^es, V»- 
Ims retitfned in triumph to Cdnftantrnople • am} 
the Goths remained in a ftarcc of trani^uiUty a- 
bout fix years ; tiU they were yioli^tly impelled 
againft the &oman empre, by an innumerable 
hdft of Scythians^ who appeared to iif&ie from 
the frozen regions of the North (149). 
wtr of the The emperor of the Weft, who had refignod 
i^^itum,^ kis brother Ae command of the Lower Da- 
ji.D. ^74' n^hc^ referved for his immediate care the de- 
fence of the Rhsetian and lUyrian provtoces, 
wMch i^read Co many huiulred miles alohg the 
gftaateft of the European rivers. Thfc Icftite 
policy <)f Valentinian was continua^y employed 
in aoding new fortifications to the Security of 
the frotitier : but the abufe oi^ this policy pro- 
voked the juft refentnoent of the Barbarians. 
The Quadi comipAamed, that th^ groaild for an 
intcfnded ibitrefs had been modced out on their 
^ territories; sfad their cpmpl^mits wer)? brged 

^ with 6> mudi reafon and moderation, ^t Equi- 

'rius, mafter*jgeneral of illyricom^ confented to 
fuf|iend the profticmion of tht work, tiU he 

flkajd 

(149) The Gothic wtr is de&riM bjr Ammta&ot (izvil i*.), Zo&omm 
(I iv. p. 2.11—214.), tiid Theiniftras (Orat. x. p. i 29-* 141.); The <yi. 
tor Thetatftint wiU feat from the feoate oP ConftantinopH; co<;ongratuI^te 
the WAorfoot emperor \ ao^ his'Tervilc elo^ueiidt cbtaparetValeat §m the 
Danohe, eo AchJIJet'ni the ficamaiKier^ Jomapdct forgets a;waf|»ciiliar 
to 4he ^-Coths, and in^ioas to the Gotbk name. (Mafcou't Hift* 
of theCermaos, vii.3.). 
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fhould be more clearly informed of the will of 
his fovereign. This fair occafion of injuring a 
rival, and of advancing the fortune of his fon^ 
was eagerly embraced by the inhuman Maxi* 
min,. the praefedt, or rather tyrant of Gaul. The 
paflionsof Vialentiniah were impatient of con- 
troul; and he creduloufly liftencd to the affiir-^ ' 
ances of his favourite, that if the government 
of Valeria, and the diredion of the work, were 
entrufted to the zeal of his fon Marcellinus, the 
emperor Ihoukl no longer be importuned with 
the audacious remonftrances of the Barbarians. 
The* fubjedts of Rome, and the natives of Ger* 
many, were infulted by the arrogance of a 
young and worthlefs minifter, who confidered his 
rapid elevation as the proof and reward of fuperior 
merit. HeafFefted, however, toreceivethemodeft 
application of Gabinius, king of the Quadi, 
with fome attention and regard : but this art-^ 
ful civility concealed a dark and bloody defign, 
and the credulous prince was pei fuaded to ac* 
tept the preffitig invitation of Marcellinus. I 
am at a lofs how to vary the narrative of fimi- 
lar crimes • or how to relate, that, in the courfe 
t)f the fame year, but in remote parts of the 
empire, the inhofpitable table of two Imperial 
generals was ftained with the royal blood oF 
two giiefts and allies, inhumanly murdered by 
their order, and in their prefence. The fate 
of Gabinus, and of Para, was the fame : but 
the cruel death of their fovereign was refented 
in a very different rnanner by the fervilc tem- 
per of the Armenians, and the free and daring 
fpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were much 
declined from thatformidable power, which, in the 
t'me of Marcus Antonius, had fpread terror to 
the gates of Rom,e. But they ftill pofTeffcd 

arms 
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arms and courage ; their courage was animated 
by defpair, and they obtained the ufual rein- 
forciement of the cavalry of their Sarmatian al- 
lies. So improvident was the aflaffin Marcelli- 
pus, that he chofe the moment when the braveft 
veterans bad been drawn away, to fupprefs the 
revolt of Firmus ; and the whole province was 
cxpofcd, with a very feeble defence, to the rage 
of the exafperated Barbarians. They invaded 
Pannofiia in the feafon of harveft ; unmerciful- 
ly deftroyed every objed of plunder which 
they could not eafily . tranfport ; and either dif- 
regardcd, or dcmolilhed, the empty fortificati- 
ons. The princefs Conftantia, the daughter of 
the emperor Conftantius, and the grand daughter 
of the great Conftanline, very narrowly efcaped. 
That royal maid, who had innocently fupport- 
ed the revolt of Procopius, was now the deftined 
wife of the heir of the Weftern enjpire. She 
traverfed the peaceful province with a fplendid 
and unarmed train. ' Her perfon was faved from 
danger, and the republic from difgrace, by the 
active zeal of Meualla, governor of the pro- 
.vihc^s. As foo'n as he was infornicd that the 
village, wher<e (he ffoppcd only to dine, was 
almoft encompaffed by the Barbarians, he- has- 
tily placed her in his own chariot^'and clrove 
full fpeed till he reached the gates of Sirmium, 
which were at the diftance of fix and twenty 
miles. Even Sjrrniurp might not have been Tc- 
♦ cure, if the Quadi arid Sarniaiiaris had diligent- 
ly advanced during \lhe general confternarron 
of the magiftrates and people. Their delay 
allowed Probus, the Praetoriap jM-aefedt, fuffici- 
ent time to recover his own 'Spirits, and to re- 
vive the courage of the citizens. He fkilfully 
direfted their ftreniious efForis to repair and 
' '^ ■ ' '- ■ ' lilrengtheri 
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l^rengthen the decayed fortifications; and pro- 
cured the feafonabie and effe£tual ailifiance of 
a company of archers, to.protcdt the capital 
of the lUyrian provinces. Difappointed in their 
attempts againft the walls of Sirmium, the in-, 
dignant Barbarians turned their arms againft 
the matter 'general of, the frontier, to whom, 
they unjuftly attributed the murder of their 
king. Equitius could bring into the field no 
more than two legions ; but they contained the 
veteran ftrength of the Msefian and Pannonian 
bandit. The obftinacy with which they dif- 
puted the vain honours of rank and pr?ceden* 
cy, was the caufe of their defiru£Hon ; and^ 
while they adted with feparate forces and divid- 
ed councils, they were furprifed and flauffhter- 
cd by.theadlive vigour ot the Sarmatianhofrc. 
The fuccefs of this mvafion proyokpd the emu- 
lation of the bordering tribes j and the "* pro- 
vince of Maefia would infallibly have been loft, 
if young Theodofius, the duke, or military 
commander, of the frontier, has not fignalifea, 
in the defeat of the public enemy, an intre- 
pid genius, worthy of his illuftrious father, and 
of his future greatnefs (150). ' 

The mind of Valentiniain, who then refided^^g^^^j^ 
at Treves, was deeply afFedted by the calamities uoa, 
of lUyricum ; but the latenefs of the fcafon fuf- 
pended the execution of hisdefigns till the enfu- 
mg fpring. He marched in perfon, with acqn:A.ix s^s* 
,fiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 
banks of the Mofelle : and to the fupplianit am- 
baifadors of the Sarmatians, who n^et him on 

the 

(no) AmmuBos (xxix. tf.) and ZoHmus (1. iv. p. it^, 4io.)«tre- 
fully mtrk the oriffa tod froprcr* of the Qvadic mnd Strraatiaa 
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ttieway^ he returned a doubtftil atifwer, that, a^ 
fboR as he reached the fcene of adtion, he (hould 
examine^ and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmittm, he gave audience to the deputies of 
^ Iliyrian provinces ; who loudly congratulated 
tfieir own felicity tinder the aufptdous government 
of Probua, his Pratorian prsefeft (151). Va- 
lentinian, who was flattered by thefedemonftra- 
tions of their loyalty and gratitude, in^prudently 
alked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philofopher 
of intrepid fincerity (152), whether he was freely 
fent by the wifhes of the province ? ** With 
^^ tears and groans am I fent (replied Iphicles) 
•* by a reh&ant people." The emperor paufed : 
but the impunity of his minifters efiablifbed the 
pernicious maxim, that they might opprefs hia 
fubjefh, without injuring his fervice. A ferift 
inqmryinto their condu^ would have relieved 
the public difcontent. The fevere condemnation 
of the murder of Gabinius, was the only meafure 
which could rcfflore the confidence of the Ger- 
mans^ and vindicate the honour of the Roman 
name. But the haughty monarch was incapable 
of the magnammity winch dares to acknowledge 

a fault.. 

(tSt) AmmiMM (ixx. $.)« who acknowtedgei the nverft, httk ceo* 
hnif with becoming tTperity, the opprcfliYC aiiniiniftratipn «f P«irtt* 
aiot Fxobai. When Jerom tnnfltted, and oontiaued, the Chrooicie 
of Eafebiut (A D. 3)0. See 1" illemont, Mem. ]£cclef. torn. xH. p. ^^ 
M*h ^ expfeflcd the trath, dr at leafl the pfublic dpinido cf hit 
touinttyyhk the following woAiit **• Prdbns K P. lUyricl iaiquiSiiiia 
5* tnbiitoriim enAionibus, mte pravtociaB cpia* regebat, qii«m a Bar-. 
«* baris veftarentur, trsfo^** (Chroo. edit. .Scaliiger, p. 187. Anima4- 
p. ft$9.) The Saint afterwards formed ah intimate and tender friendship 
with the wi<fow of probus ; and the name of Count Eqnitius, with lefi 
propriety, hot witfaoat much injuOice, has been fubftituted in the 
text. • . . . 

(i5a)^ Julian (Orat. vi. p. i^.) r^preJenta hif frknd Iphtdes at a 
nan of virtue and merit, who bad mt4s liimielf ridiculous and un^pp^ 
hf adopting the extravagant drefs and manners of tha Cynics. 
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« fault. He forgot the provocation, remcmbercft 
tenly the injury, and advanced tnto the country 
of thfeQuadi with an jnfatiate thnrft of blood 
^nd tevenge. The extreme devaftation, and 
promifcuous maffacre, of d. favage war, were 
Juftffied, in the eyes of ihe emperor, and per- 
haps in Aofe of the world, by the crtiel equity 
of irelaiiation(i53) : and fuch was the difcipKnc 
of the Romans, and the conftemation of the 
enemy, that Vaientihian repaffcd the Danube 
without the lofs of a fihgle tnan. As he had 
refolved to complete the deftrudtion of the Q^adU 
by a fecond campaigrf, he fixed his winter-quar- 
ters at Bregetio, on the Danube, near the Hun* 
-gariancity of Prefburgh. While thenoperations 
of war were fufpended by the feverity of the 
weather, the Quadi made an humble attempt to 
deprecate the wrath of their conqueror ; and, at 
the earneft petfuafion of Equithis, their ambai"* 
fadors were introduced into the Imperial council. 
They approached the throne with bdnded bodies, 
anddejeded coimtenancesi; and, without daring 
to complain of die tnurder of their fcitig, they 
affirmed, with folemn oaths, that the kte iny^- 
fion was the crime of fome irregular robbers, 
which the public council of the nation conf 
^emned and abhorred. The anfwer of the cm- 
^rorleft them but little to hope from his cle- 
mency or compaffion. He revHed, in the mdl 
intemperate language, their bafenefs, their in- 
gratitude, their infol^nce.— 44i6 cyes^ his voice, 
fais ix^ur^ his geftures, exprefled the violence of 
his ungoverned fury; and, while his whole 
&an>e was agitated with convulfive paflion, a 

large 

(f$3) Afofeniaii. ttx. -9, Jeton, v^ exfggifiratts the itohfbrtuaecf 
Vftlentimtn, rtfojesliini ttta tfiislsa conCabtrofi of revenge. Gcmttli 
vftlUto (blo^ €t inidtam ptUiim derelinq^ens (torn. L p. q4,)^ 
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hrgfi bloodrveflfel fuddenlv burft in his body ; 
and Valentinian fell fpeechlefs into the arms of 
his attendants. Their pious care immediately 
concealed his lituation from the crowd : but, in 
mi tech a tew minutes, the Emperor of the Weft exfxred 
•TTakoii- {jj ^n agony of pain, retaining his fenies till the 
^"^ laft; and ftruggling, without luccefs, to declare 
his intentions to the generals and minifters, whp . 
K* ^' g^furrounded the royal couch. Valentinian was 
ijiiu" about fifty rfour years of age ; and he wanted 
only one hundred days to accomplifii the twelve 
years of his reign (154). 

The polygamy of Valentinian is ferioufly at- 
The cmpe- tefted by an eccleliaftical hiftorian ( i gs)- ^^ The 
iU vlteT-'** cmpTcfs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted in- 
tmutiL ** to hier familiar fociety the lovely Juilina, tbc 
^ daughter of ai) Italian governor : her admira- 
^^ ration o^ tho(e naked charms, which (he had 
*' often feen in the bath, was expreifed with fuch 
^^ lavi(h and imprudent praife, that the emperor 
^^ wa$ tempted to introduce a fecond wife into 
** hislbed j and his public edift extended to all 
** the fubjeflts of the empire, the fame domeftic 
*' privilege, which he had alfumed for himfelf/* 
But we may be aflured, from the evidence of 
reafon, as well as hiftory, that the two marri- 
ages of Valentinian, with Severa, and with 

Juftina, 

(t $4) See^ CD the deaib of Valentiniao, Ammianat (xzx. 6.)» Zo6- 

' mut i. iv. p. 1x1. }» Vi^or (in Epttom.)^ S<jcrates (L iv.c. 31.), and Je- 

rom (in Cbron. f. 187, and tbm. i. p. %6. ad Heriodor.). There israch 

variety of circoroftances .among them i and Ammianuc itlb eloque«t» 

jthat he write« nonfeafe. 

(15$) Socrates (1. iv. c. 31.) is the only original witneft-of thii foolifh 
ftorj* fo repugnant to the laws and manners of the Romans, that ie 
fcarcely defer ve the formal and elaborate diiertation 'of M. Bonamy 
(Mem. de T Academic, torn. xrx. p. 394—40$.). Vet I would preferve 
the natural circnmflance oTihe bath ; mt(ead of following ^riaiiis,.wha 
reprefents Juftina as an old woinani the widow of Magnedtiutr 
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Juftina, ^txefuccejljh^ly contradled ; and thath^ 
ufed the ancient permiilion of divorce, which 
was dill allowed by the laws, though it was 
condemned by the church. Severa was the mo- ' 
ther of Gratian, who Teemed to unite every 
claim which could entitle him to the undoubted 
fucceifion of the Weftern empire* He was the 
eideft fon of a monarch, whofe gforious reign 
had confirmed the free and honourable chdce of 
his fellow-^ibldiers. Before he had attained the 
ninth year of his age, the royal youth received 
from the hands of his indulgent father the purple 
robe and diadem, with the title of Auguftus: 
the dedion was folemnly ratified by the confent 
and applaufe of the armies of Gaul (156) ; and 
the name of Gratian was added to the names of ' 
Valentinian and Valens, in all the legal tran(ac« 
tions of the Roman government. By his mar* 
riage with the grand-daughter of Confiantine^ 
the fon of Valentinian acquired all the hereditary 
rights of the Flavian family ; which, in a feries 
ofthree Imperial generations, were fanftified by 
time, religion, and the reverence of the people. 
At the death of his father, the royal youth was 
in the feventeemh year of his age ; and his vir- 
tues already juftified the favourable opinion of ' 
the army and people. But Gratian refided, 
without apprehenfion, in the palace of Treves ; 
whilft, at the diftance of many hundred miles, 
Valentinian fuddenly expired in the camp of 
Bregctio. The paffions, which had been fo long 
fuppreffed by the prefence of a mafter, imniedi* 
ately revived in the Imperial council ; and the ■ 
ambitious defign of reigning in the name of an 

infant, 

( ; 56} Ammianvs (xx^ii. tf .) defcribei the form of the military elfdioa 
tnd augnft invefliture. Valcotinian does net appear to have €ODlttUcd| 
•r «irco inftfmcd, the iciuic tf Rsmc* 
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iufknt, was artfiiUy executed l^ Mellobaudea 
and Equitios^ wha commanded the attachment 
cif the Illyriaa and Italian bands. They contrived 
dte moft honourable pretences ta remove the po- 
pular leaders, and the troops of Gaul, who 
mjAA have aflerted the claims of the lawful fuc- 
ceflor; they fuggdted the neceflity of extin* 
guilhing the^ hopes of &reign and domeftic 
aemiesy by a bold and decifive" meafure. The 
cmprofsjunina, who had been left in a palace 
about one hundred mUes from Bregetio, was 
ze(pe£tfully invited to appear in the camp, with 
the fco of the deceafed empejon On the fixth 
day after the death of Valcntinian, the infant 
prince of the (aoie name, who was only four 
yeacs oU, was (hewn, in the arms of his mother, 
to the legions; and £olemnly invefted, by mili- 
tary acc&matipn, with the titles and enfigns of 
fupreme powen The impendipg dangers of a 
ciyil war w«-e feafonably prevented by the wife 
and moderate conduit of the emperor Gratian. 
He cheerfully accepted the choice of the army ; 
declared, that he (hould always coafiderthe foa 
of Juftina as a brother, not as a rival ; and ad- 
irifed the emprefs^ with her fon Valentinian, to 
fix their refidenoe at Mian, in the fair and 
peacdFul province of Italy ; while he ai!Umed 
the more arduous command of the countries 
beypnd the Alps. Gratian diflembkd his re- 
fentnient till he oould fafely punilfa, or difgrace, 
the authors of the confpracy ; and though he 
uniformly behaved with tendemefs and regard to 
his infant coUea^e, he gradually confounded, in 
the adminiftration of the Wefiem emigre, the 
office ol a guardian with the authority of a fove* 
reign. The government of the Roman world 
was exercifed in the united names of Valens and 

bis 
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his two nephews; but the feeble Emperor of the 
Eaft, who fucceeded to the rank of his dder 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 
in the councils of the Weft (i 57), 

(1$;) Ammitiittt, xxx, lo. Zofyau^ i. hr. p. m« SS3« TiHam«( 
bat proved (Hift. 4t9 Enipcrcursy ton. v. p. 707— ^09.). that Gratka 
rtiffuJ ia Italy, Afrks, tad Illjrkuni. I have codeavotired to cxprtft 
hit authority over hit hrothcr'a dominiMH «ahe vfed k|ia ta flohJci* 
«ia«yie« 
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CHAP, XXVI. 

Manners of the P^^oral Nations. -^Prtjgrefs of the 
HunSy from Onna to Europe.— ^Flight of the 
Gotbs.—'lbey pqfs the Danube, — Gothic IVar^ — 
Defeat and Death of Vakns. — Gratian iwoejls 
jieodofius with the Eqfiern Empire.— His Cbarac" 
ter and Succefs. — Peace and Settlement of the 
Goths. 



Eartli. 



IN the fecond year of the reign of Valentinian 
and Valens, on the morning of the twenty- 

ui^i?ft5' ^^ ^^y o^ J"^y» ^^ greateft part oi the Roman 
world was (haken by a violent and deftrudtive 
earthquake. Th^ impreffion was communicated 
to the waters ; ^e ihores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the fudden retreat of the fca ; 
great quantities of fifli were caught with the 
hand ; large veflels were ilranded on the mud ; 
and a curious fpedtator (r) amufed his eye, or 
rather his fancy, by contemplating the various 
^^ i appearance of vallies and mountains, which had 
never, fince the formation of the globe, been 
cxpofed to the. fun. But the tide foon returned, 
with the weight of an immenfe and irrefiftible 
deluge, which was feverely felt on the coafts of 
Sicily, of Dalmatia, of Greece, and of Egypt : 
large boats were tranfported, and lodged on the 
roofs of boufes, or at the diftance of two miles 

from 

(|.) Such IS the Ud telle of Ammitnus (zzvi. lo.)* thtt it U not tafv 
to diftinguifh bit fa£ts from hit metaphors. Yet he pofitively affinpay 
that he faw the rotten carcafe of a (bipi wdffCM$Jum laftdem^ st Methoocy 
«r i4Qd!on} in Pdopoanefut. 
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from the Ihore ; the peppie. with ^heir habita* 
tWns,, were fwept iaway by the waters j and th? 
city of Alexandria annuaUy cbmipernom^^ 
fatal day, on \yhich fifty, tho^uianii perfops Iftad 
loft their lives in the ihundation. Thli calapiity, 
the report of whic^ was ipjigiiii'fi^cj frooi op? pro- 
vince to another, aftomlhed ^pjd Jcrrined the 
fub]e£ts ol^ ^ome ; and ttieir affirijgl^d imagi- 
nation enlarged thie real extent of a momentary 
evlL "^h^y. recollefled thie ^p^re^edinj^ jeairt^- 
duakies, .which had fubvertpd tlje cijtics of PaJeft- 
ine and Bithynija : they copfider.ed thcfealarmpg 
Arok^s as the prelude only of ftill mc^^e dre^ui 
calaniities, and thei|r ifearnil vfnity w^s dilpofed 
to confound the fyniptoips or a fiec^inihg end* 
pirc, and a finking ^world (a). It was tjie ^d^io^ 
of the times, to attribute every remarkable ^y^nt 
to the. particulajr will of the Deity ; the altera- 
tions of nature were cohnoScd,. by zn ihvifible 
chain, with the moral ahdmetaphyfical opinjops 
of the biiipan mind ; and the ipoft fagaciou^. 
divittes could diftinguilh, according to theccJour 
of their refpied^ive pifjudices, that the cu^blifli- 
ment of he'rely tended to prpduce an carjdiquakc ; 
or that a delyge was th^ inevitabli? coinfetjuenpe 
6f the progr<efs gf tifv and jirroj. Wifliom prc- 
fuming to difcy^f^ the ^rdtp^^ 
lofty fpecutatidnk the hiltorian triay coatcnt 
Vol. IV. X hlmfclf 

(z) The earthquakes ind loandtttoot are varioulty defcribed by LiBa- 
nlus (Orat. de uictfcenda Jaiiani necc, c. x. in Fabricius, Bibl. Grcc. 
torn. vii. jp. I $8. with a learned note of Olearius), Zoiiniiis (1. hr. p. 
afti.),,SoaocDen(Lvi. c *.), Ccdrenns (p. 310- 314)1 *"<* Jerom (ia 
Chrbn. p. 186. and tom. i.p. 250. m Vit. Hiiarion. ., ^l^pi^aurjis ntn^ 
baire been overwhelmed, had not the prudent citizensjglawd ^t.HilariM||^ 
an Egyt^tian monk, on the beach. He cna^e the figaof the crofik ' Tm 
mountain wave ftopped, bowtd, and returned. 
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himfclf with an obfervation, which fecms to bo 
jbllified by ejcpcriencc, that man has much more 
to fear from the paffions of his fellow-creatures, 
than from the convulfions of the elements (3). 
The mifchicvous efFeds of an earthquake, or 
deluge, a hurricane, or the eruption of ^ volcano, 
bear a very inconfidcrable proportion to the or- 
dinary calamities of war ; as they are now mode- 
fated by the prudence or humanity of the princes 
of Europe, who imufe their own leifure, and 
cxercife the courage of their fubjedts, in the 
practice of the military art. But the laws and 
manners of modern nations protect the fafety and 
freedom of the vanquifhed foldier * and the 
^ceful citizen has feldom feafon to complain,^ 
that his life, br cvfen his fortune, is expofed to 
the rage of war. In the difaftrdus period of the 
fall of the Roftian empire, which rriay juftly be 
dated from the reign of Valens^ the happinefe 
and fecurity of each individual were perfonally 
attacked ; atld the arts and labours of, ages were 
rudely defaced by the Barbarians of Scythia and 
The Hons Germany. The invafioil of the Huns precipi- 
and Gothe, tatcd ou thc provinces of the Weft the Gothic 
A.D.zy6. nation, which advanced, inlefsthan forty years, 
from the Danube to the Atlantic, arid opened a 
way, by the fuccefs of their afms, to the inroads! 
of fo many hoftite tribes, more favage than them-- 
felves. The ofiginal principle of motion was 
cdncealed in the remote countries of the l4orth ; 
and the curious obfervation of thepaftoral life ot 

the 

(3) Dioearchas, iht feripairtic, tcmpoM t formtt treaiife, to prove 
this obvious truth ; v^hich is not the mott honourable to (he human fptf* 
tifei (Cicero, de Ofliciis^ ii. $.}• 
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the Scythians (4), or Tartars (5), will illuft rate 
the latent caufc of thefedeftrudtive emigrations. 

The different charadters that mark the civilizedrhc piftord 
nations of the globe, may be afcribcd to the utc,JJJ*"^""^, ^ 
and the abufe, of reafon; which fo variouflyaw, oiTar-' 
fhapes, and fo artificially compofes, the manners**"* 
and opinions of an European, or a Chinefei 
But the operation of inftin£t is more fure and 
fimple than that of reafon : it is much eafier to 
afcertain the appetitites of a quadruped, than 
the fpeculations of a philofopher ; and the favage 
tribes of mankind^ as they approach nearer to ^, 
the condition of animals, preferve a ftronger re- - '-^ 
femblance to. themfelves and to « each other; 
The uniform ftability of their manners, is the 
natural confequence of the imperfedtion of their 
faculties. Reduced to a fimilar fituation, their 
wants, their defires, their enjoyments, ftill con^- 
tinuc the fame: and the influence of food or 
climate, which, in a more improved ftate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by fp many 
moral caufes, moft powerfully contributes to 
form, and to maintain, the national charadter of 
Barbaiians. In every age, the immenfe plains 
of Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by 
X z vagraat 

(4) Theoriginal Scytbians of Herodotus (!. iv. c. 47— 57» 99—101/) 
were confined by the Danube and the Palut Maeetts, within a fquare of 
4000 fladia (400 Roman milee). See d*Anville, Mem. de TAcademie^ 
torn, xxxv.p. 573— 591.). r>iodonM Sicttlus (torn. i. 1. ii. p. 155. edit. 
Weilcling) has marked the gradual progrefR of thcMmrand nation. 

{5) The Tatars, or Tartars, were a primitive tribe, the rivals, and 
«t leogib the rubje€l», of the Mogu!«. In the vi^lorioas armies of 
Zingis Khan, and his fucceflbrs, the Tartars formed the vanguard ; and 
the name, which firft reached the ears of foreigners, was applied to the- 
whole nation ( Prcret, in the Hifl. de I'Academie, torn. xvii. p. tfo;)-. 
In fpeaking of all, or any, of the northern (hcpherds of £«ro|)e) or Atia^ 
#jiidtffimmly uie the appeUatkms of Sryfi&Ms/, or Tar/jrx. 
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Vagrant tribes of jiunters and (hephsrds, whofc 
in^Iende rcfufes to cultivate tlie earth, and 
whoTe rtlllefe fpirit difdains the confinement of 
a fedcntary life. -In every age, the Scythians, 
and Tartars, have been renowned for their in- 
vincible courage, aiid rapid conquefts. The 
thrones of Afla have been repeatedly overturned 
by the iSiepherds of the North ; and their arms 
have spread terror and devafiation over the moil: 
futile and warKke ^oiintries of Europe (6). On 
f^ occafion, ae wdl as on many others, the 
febcr hiilorian is forcibly avirakened from, a 
pl^fmg vifidn ; and is compelled^ t^ith (drnt 
relu^artce, to cprlfefs, that the paftoral man- 
»iers, wbidh have b*n adorned wi^h the faireft 
attributes of peace and innocende^ are tnudi 
l>etter adapted to the fierce and cruel habits of a 
milhary Itfe. To Hluftrate this obfervation, I 
;lhaU now proceed to confider a Nation of (hep- 
herds and of warriors, in the Aree important ar- 
tidles of, I. Their diet; U. Their habitation ; 
«hd, IH. Their exercifes. The narratives of 
antiquity arejuftified by the experience of mo- 
dern thi^ (7) ; and the banks of die Boryft- 

hehd^, 

(6) Imperiam Afic ter qucfiTere : ipfi perpetoo tb alieno Imperio^ 
Mt iotA<£M, ««t iniiOi, maAfiBce. Since the tiifie of Jiif^n (H. 1.) tfiey 
bsve iqultlplied this tccmlAt. .¥olMirfc» in a krtr words {taOL x. p^ 64. 
jBift.Gciienile, c. i$tf.)> Has abridgtd the Tartv coBqmilti. 
06 V«r Che tremblUig Aaiipns frara thr^ 
Has* S^thia brttitli*d the livmg doadflf war* 

(7.) vThie^r^hbookflf Herpdotttt^ffordaactirioiis* thoUgKimpeifea, 
-^tratt of ihc Seythiana. Ampdg the idod«rasv who defcribe cheuni- 
Unn icene, the Khan of Xhosmrtfihi, Abttlghaxi Babadaff^ .tipreflcs 
hit aative fieliaga: and his Gcpcalpgical Htftory of the Tsrtarj .haabecti 
ltop*»u% ilM^uted by the French and EngliOi cdttora .Ciir|iiQ, ATceliik, 
^iid\Rttbni^it<(mth«Hift. dea Voyages, tonu vii;), xcpreTcBt tbeMd- 
gals cf the fonrtecBth ceqtt^j. To thefe guides I hive.adffcd Gerbitiaa» 
and the other jeraits(Dercnptiofl debt Chine, par duHalde, tom. !▼.)> 

who 
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henes, of the Vol^ or o^ the Splinga^ will 
indifFcrcntly pnefent the C^me umforiri l^^iaacle 
of jlimilar and native manners (.&). 

I. The corn, or even the rice, which (cinftirj^^j^ 
tutcs the ordinary ^nd who^fome food of a 
civiiifed peopde, can b^ obtained only by the 
patient t<Ml of the hulbandman. Some of the 
happy fayages, who dwell between the tro^^ics^ 
are plentifully nouriflied by the liberality of na,- 
ture ; but ip the clifnatcs of the Morth, a nation 
of fliepherde is reduced to tbeir flocks andherck. 
The fldlful pra(^Uior>ets of tlic medical art wju 
det^mine (.if they are able to determine) ho W; far 
the tempei; of the bumap niind may be a^^ed 
by the tife rf animal^ or of vegetable, food ; 
and whether the compionaflbciatiou. of carniT 
vorou3 a^d ?ruel, d|?ferves to be confidered iij 
any other light than that of an innocent, perr 
baps a falutary, prejudice of humanity (9). Yet 
if it be true, tliai the featimeat of companion \^ 
imperceptibiy weakened by the fight arid praor 
tice oS donsieftic crueljty, we may obferve, tha< 
the horrid obj^As which are diTguifed ty the, artsi 
of European refinemeijit, are exhibited Jh their; 

naked^ 

wboaccpi^tdy furveye^ the Chinefe TarUry ; and that hoocft aiyl ta^ 
uiUigeat uavcller. Bell, of Antermony (tW voltmiet m> 410. Gla%ow>V' 

(8) The Uzbect are the mod altered from tlteir pfimitive mwuf^rs ; i^. 
by the profetfjon of the Mahometan religion $ and, i. by the p6flc;ffioa ' 
of the cities and harvefts oT the greft Bucharia. 

(9) ii efl: certain que le« grsnda man^evra de vitnd^ font M general^ 
cnxelt et feroces plus que let autres bocpmet. Cette obicnrati|Wi eft de 
tqus lea licux et de tous ies tema : la barbae^ Anglpife eft conoue, &c. 
Emile de Rovfliau, torn. i. p, 274. Whatever we may thinii of the 
general obfervation, tve (hall not eafily allow the trutb bf bkitampk. 
The good-natopctf compkintt of PloUrcti, aiifl tbc pttfa«tk J$iib^t%- 
tiooa oTi Ovid, ftdnoQ our r^ep^ by acUia((aur iieiifibility. 
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tiakcd and moft difgufting fimplicity, in the 
tent of a Tartarian fhephcrd. The ox, or the 
Iheep, arc flaughtcrcd from the fame hand from 
which they were accuftomed to receive their daily 
food ; and the bleeding limbs are ferved, with 
very little preparation, on the table of their un- 
feeling murderer. In the military profeifion, 
tind efpecially in the condtidt of a numerous ar- 
my, the exdiifive ufe of animal food appears to 
be prodndtive of the moft folid advantages. 
Corn is a' bulky and peri fhable commodity ; and 
the large magazines, which are indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary for the fubfiftcnce of our tr<)opsf, muft be 
flowiy tranfportcd by the labour of men, or 
horfes. ' ifeut the flocks and herds, which accom- 
pany the march of the Tartars, afford a fure and 
encreafing fupply of flefh and milk : in the far 
greater part of the uncultivated wafte, the ve- 
vegetation of the grafs is quick and luxuriant ^ 
find there^ are few places fo extremely barren, 
that the hardy cattle of the North cannot find 
fome toIei:able pafturc. The fupply is multi- 
plied and prolonged, by the undiftinguifliing 
appetite, and patient'^bftincnce, of the Tartars. 
They indifferently feed on the flefh of thofe ani- 
xnals that have been killed for the table, or have 
died of difeafe. Horfe-flcfh, which in every' 
age and country has been profcribed by the ci- 
vilifed nati6ns of Europe and Afia, they devour 
with peculiar'greedinefs; and this Angular ta fie 
facilitates thefuccefs of their military operations. 
Theaftive cavalry of Scythia is always followed, 
in their moft diflarit and rapid incurfio/is, by an 
adequate number of fpare horfes, who may be 
occafionally ufed, either to redouble the fpeed, 
or to fatisfy the hunger, of the Barbarians. Mar 
ny are the refources of courage and poverty. 

When 
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When the forage round a camp of Tartars id 
almoft confumed, they flaughter the greatel^ 
part of their cattle, and prefcrve the fle(h, either 
fmoked, or dried in the fun. On the fudden 
emergency of a hafty march, they provide 
themfelves with a fufficient quantity of little balls 
of cheefe, or rather of hard curd, which they 
occafipoaliy diflblve in water ^ and this unfub- 
ftantiai diet will fupport, for many' da}«, the 
life, and even the fpirits, of the patient warrior. 
But . this extraordinary abftinence, which the 
Stoic would approve, and the hermit might en- 
vy, is commonly fuccecded by the moft vora- 
cious indulgence of appetite. The wines of a 
happier climate are the moft grateful prefcnt, or 
the moft valuable commodity, that can be of- 
fered to the Tartars ; and the oply example of 
their induftry feems to confift in the art of ex- 
trading from a mare's milk a fermented liquor, 
wliich poffcffes a very ftrong power of intoxica- 
tion. Like the animals of prey, the favages, 
both of the old and new world, exp^rienqe the 
alternate viciffitudes of famine and plenty ; and 
their ftpmach is inured to fuftain, without much 
inconvenience, the opppfite extrenies of hunger 
and of intemperance. 

11. In the ages of ruftic and martial finiplicity,^,^^- 
^ people of foldiers and hufbahdmen are dif-tions. 
perfed over the face of an extenfive and culti- 
vated country ; and fome time rnuft elapfe be- ' 
fore the warlike youth of Greece or Italy could 
be aflembeld under the fame ftandard, either to . 
fdcfend their own cpnfincs, or to invaac; the ter- 
ritories of tlie adjacent tribes. The progrefs of . 
jnanufadures and commerce Infenfibly cpUeds a 
large multitude within the walls of a city : but ; 
thefe citizens are np longer foldiers j and the 

arts 
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arts wbicl^ ^o^n %nd injpifoye ;he itate of cWit 
focicty, corrupt the habits of th^ iniUtary life, 
'[the pafioral manners of the Spy thians fesem tq 
unite the <jl/^rcnt au:j(vant;ig^ of (implicity aod 
refinement: The mdivi4uaU of th^ faaic tribe 
are conftaritly aflennbjedi^ bjjt th.ey sire aSembled 
. irf a camp ^ and! tlie native (fi\r\% of theCe daunt- 
lels (bepbere^ is a^i^atec^ by iriutn^ fupport 
^d en^ula^tlpn. The hpuiies 0f t;be Tartars are 
lio moric than fmalt tents, of an, oval fora^ 
yrhich a^rd a col(^ and dirty habitatioo, for tht 
promifciupus youth ojf both fexes. T^^^ palace?* 
of t^e rich cpnuijk of yfop^n huts, of fucH a 
iize t^hat they nia^ be convieqieritly fixed on large 
waggons^ a^d dfawii by a te^in. i?ictbaps o£ 
twenty or thirty oxen. The Aocks and kerds, 
after grazing alj day in the adjacent paftures, rer 
tire, on the approach of njght, Vifit,hiri the pro^ 
tefltion of the camp. Tte negelfity of prevent- 
ing the moil(t miicHieyous conJFufioa, in fuch a 
plerpetuaji concourfe of i^ii and animals, muil: 
gradually introduce, in th/? diftribution, the or- 
dpr, and x\it guard, 9f the encamipnient, the 
rudjnaferits of ^c m^^ As foon as the 

fori^e olt a certain is confuyned, the 

tribe, or rather army^ of iliept^erds^ a^kes a 
regular rparch to fome frcfh paftures; and thus 
acc^ujres, iii tjie orclinary pccupatipn? pf the paf- 
tqral life, the pradiical knowledge of pne of the 
moft important and dimcull operations of war. 
The choice of ftations is regulated by the diffe- 
rence of the fcafons: in the fummei!, the Tarr 
tars advance towards the North, and pitch, their 
tents on the banks of, a river, or; at lead, in the 
neighbourhood of a running ibre^m. JJut, in the 
winter they return to ihc South; and (helter thcjr 
c^inp, behind (b^ conypQJcijt eipinen^ce, agaihft 
"*' '^''" '^ the 
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tbe wiads, which are chilled in tkeir paifage over 
the bteak and icy regions of ^l^eria. T^efe 
maan|er€i are admirably ^apted %o dtffufe, amohg * 
the wandering tribes; the fpirit of emigration 
and conqueff. The connexion between thci^ 
people and their territory is.of fo frail a texture, 
that it may be broken oy the flighteft accident. 
The camp, and not the foil-, Is the native coun- 
try of the genuine Tartar. Within the precintts 
of that camp, his family, his companions^ hts 
property are always included ; arid in the rpoffi 
dffl^nt marches, he is ftiil furrounded by the 
objieds which are dear, or valuable^ or familiar 
ia fctts eyes. The thirft of rapine, the fear, or 
the refentraent of injury, the impatience of fe^- 
vjtudc, h^ve, in every age, been fufficient caufc3 
to urge the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance 
into lonie unknown countries, where they might 
hope to find a more plentiful fubfiftence, or a 
lets formidable enemy. The revolutipn^ of the 
North have frequently determined the, fate of 
the South ; and in the conflid^ of hoftile nations, 
the victor and the vanquiflied have alternately 
drove, and been been drivep. from the <:onfines 
of China to thofe of Germany (10). Thefc 
great emigrations, which have been fometime$ ' 
executed with almoft incredible diligence, were 
rendered more eafy by the peculiar nature of 
the climate. It is well known that the cold of 
Tartary is much more fevere than in the niidft 
of the temperate zone might reafonably be ex- 
pected : this uncommon rigour is attribvtc,d, to 
the height of the plains, which rife, cfpccially 

towards 

(10) Tbefe Tnttir cmigrttions hvrt bctn difooYered bj M. de Ctiignef 
(Hiiloire des Huns, torn. i. m« )» *> ikilfiil ind Uboriout intefprcter of tlie ' 
Chinefe language ; who iuu thus laid open new and impoittnt fixaes i^ 
(the Ijillory cff maakind. 
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towards the Eaft, more than half a mile above 
the level of the fea ; and to the quantity of falt- 
• petre, with which the foil is deeply impreg- 
nated(ii). In the winter-feafon, the broad 
and rapid rivers, that dilcharge their waters into 
the Euxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy Sea, are 
ftrongly frozen; the fields are covered with a 
bed ot fnowi and the fugitive, or vidtorious, 
tribes may fecurely traverfe, with their families, 
their waggons, and their cattle, the fmooth and 
hard furface of an immcnfe plain. 
EzcrcUb. III. The paftoral life, compared with the 
labours of agricultures and manufadures, is un- 
doubtedly a life of idlenefs ; and as the moft 
honourable (hepherds of the Tartar race devolve 
on their captives the domeftic management of 
the cattle, their own leifure is feldom difturbed 
by any fervile and afliduous cares. But this 
leifure^ inllead of being devoted to the foft en- 
joyments of love and harmony, is ufefully fpent 
in the violent and fanguinary exercife of the 
chace. The plains of Tartary are filled with 
aftrongand ferviceable breed of horfes, which 
arc ealily trained for the purpofes of war and 
hunting. The Scythians of every age have been 
celebrated as bold and Ikilful riders : and con- 
Itant praftice had feated them fo firmly on horfe- 
back, that they were fuppofed by ftrangers to 
perform the ordinary duties of civil life, to eat, 
to drink, and even to fleep, Nyithout difmount^ 

ing 

(ii) A plain in the Chinefe Tartary, only eighty leases from ihe 
gTKAt waif, was found by the midionaries to be thrcs thoufand geometri- 
caf paces above the level of the fea. Montefquieu, who bas ufed, and 
abufed, (he relations of travellers, deduces the revolutions of AGa froni 
this important ^ircvtmiUnce, tbgt heat and cold, wcgknefs and (Uength*, 
. touch each 9:hpr without zny temperate soac (Efpritdes LoiX) 1. xvii. 6» 
34- " 
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ing from their ftccds. They excel in tlie dex- 
trous management of the lance ; the long Tar- 
tar bow is drawn with a nervous arm ; and the 
weighty arrow is diredted to its object with un- 
erring aim, and irrefiftible force. Thefe arrows 
are often pointed againft the harmlefs animals of 
the defert, which increafe and multiply in the 
abfence of their mod formidable enemy ; the 
hare, the goat, the roebuclt, the fallow-deer, 
the elk* and the antelope. The vigour and pa- 
tience both of the men and horfes are continually 
cxercifed by the fatigues of the chace j and the 

Elentifvil fupply of game contributes to the fub- 
ftence, and even luxury, of a Tartar camp. 
But the exploits of the hunters of Scythia are. 
not confined to the deftruftion of^ timid or in- 
noxious beafts ; they boldly encounter the angry 
wild-boar^ when he turns againll his purfuers, 
excite the fluggifti courage of the bear, and 
provoke the fury of the tyger, as he fl umbers 
m the thicket. Where there is danger there 
may be glory : and the mode of hunting, which 
opens the faireft field to the exertions of valour, 
may jufily be confidered as the ima^, and as 
the fchool, of war. The general hunting-match- 
es, tlie pride and delight of the Tartar princes, 
compofe an inftruftive exercife for their nume- 
rous cavalry. A circle is drawn, of many miles 
in circumference, to encompafs the game of an 
cxtenfive diftridt ; and the troope that form the 
circle regularly advance towards a common cen- 
tre ; where the captive animals, furrounded on 
eyery fide, are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters. In this march, which frequently con- 
tinues many days, the cavalry are obliged to 
climb the hill, to fwim the rivers, and to wind 
through the vallies, without interrupting the prc- 

fcribed 
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fcribed order of their gradual progrefs. They 
acquire the habh of dir«£ting their eye, and their 
ftepsy to a remote objeft; pf preferving their 
intirvals; of fuipenc^ing, or accelerating, their 

See, according to. the motions of the troops on 
?ir right and left ; and of watching and re- 
peating the fignajs of their leaders. Their lead- 
ers ftudy, in this pradical fcpol, the mod im- 
portant leflbn of tne military art ; the prompt 
and accurate judgment of grouqd, of diftance, 
and of time. To employ againft a human ene- 
my the Jkme patience and valour, the fame fkilf 
and difcipline, is the only alteration which is 
required in real war ; and the ainufements of 
the chace ferve as a preljide to the conqueft of 
an empire (la). 
GoTem. The political fociety of the ancient Germans 
"^^^ has the appearance of a voluntary alliance o^ 
independent warriors. The tribes of Scythia, 
diftinguifhed by th^ modern appellation of 
fiords^ aflume the forrn of a num^rou^ and 
increafing family ; which, in the courfe of fuc- 
ceffive generations, has, feeh, propagated from 
tJife fame original ftock. The meaneft, and! 
rhoft ignorant of the Tartars, preferve, with 
confcipus. pfide, the inestimable treafure of their 
geaealpgy ; a^id vvhatever diitindlions of rank 
may have been introduced, by the unequal di- 
i^ribution of paftoral wealth, they mutually re- 
fpeit thenifelyes, ^nd each other^, as the defceivp 

dants^ 

(iz) Petit de ft Croix (V» dc Geogifitan, h iit. c. 7.) rcprcfents the 
fdi glory tnd extent of the MoguLchtc^, The Jcfbiu Grrbilloo tnd Vcr« 
bie/l foHQwed the eraperor Kambi when he hunted in Tartary (Ouhalde, 
DlEffripjion de U Chine, torn, iv. p. 8t . 290, &c. f^Jio edit.}. His g«nd»- 
fon, Kienlong, who unites the Tartar difciptine with the laws and karn^ 
ing of China, dercri|>es (Oogoe d« Monkden» p. vjlr^'i>%%-)y as a poet, 
tjie I^^j(s which he had ofiea enjoyed, as a fportlmaa. 
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ddnis of the &ft founder €f the tribe. Tifi 
cuftom, which ftiU prevsib, of adopting the 
feraveft, and moft faithfol of the diptives^ hmy 
couittonance the very probaJbie ftifpidoii, th^ 
this exisenfiv^ confanguinity is, in a great mca^ 
fure, legal and fiditious. But the ufefid pre- 
Judide, vfhkh h^ obt^ncid the fahdion of time 
and opkkiony produces t!he efifeidls of truth ; 
the haisghty fiaibarians yidld a cheerful and vo- 
faint^ obedience to the head of tberr blobd: 
Und .their chief, or tnurfa^ as the reprefentativ^e 
of thtir igifeat father, crercifes the authority of 
a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in war. fn 
tte original itate* of the paflioral world, eadh df 
the jmur/as (if infc fxiay continue to ufe a mddem 
appeiiatiofit) adled ^ tMe indefxndem chief of k 
largt asid (bpadrate fanhily; and the limits of 
f^k peeuHar territories were gmdually fixed, 
by fuperior force, orinutoal cbnfent. Butth6 
corifeint operation of \arrous and permistnfiewt 
caufes comiributed to unite the vacant Hofdis 
into Dationd conmnumties, under the coti^rn^dfd 
of a fupreme hea(J, The wisiafc were defirous df 
fupport, and the ftrong were atnbitiotis of dcK 
minidn; the power, whidi is the refuk of unioilv 
of^rcflfed and colte(Stcd the divided forced of 
the adjacent tribes ; and, as the variquifliSd 
were freely admitted to fhatfe the advam^es of 
viAory, the moft vrfiant chiefs haAelied tb 
range thertifehcs, and their followers^ under 
the foxmidableilandatd of a conftderdte nation;. 
The moft fuccefsful of the Tartar princes af- 
fumed the military command, to which he was 
entitled by the fupertori'ty, dth^t of rhcrit, or 
of powet. H(^ was raiicd to the throne by j^c 
acclamaiionsofliis equals; and the titkt>f Aifm 
cxpfeffes^ in thcknguage df the NtyrtHt>f Afi^, 

"" ' the ■ 
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the full extent of the regal dignity. ■ The right 
of hereditary fucceffion was long confined to 
the blood of the founder of the monarchy ; and 
at this moment all the Khans, who reign from 
Crimea to the wall of China, are the lineal de- 
fcendants . of the renowned Zingis(r3). £ut^ 
as it is the indifpenfable duty of a Tartar fove-. 
reign to lead his warlike fubjedts into the field, 
the claims of an infant are often difregarded ; 
and fome royal kinfman, diftinguiOied by his 
age and valour, is entrufled with the fword and 
fceptre of his predcceffor. Two diftindt and 
regular taxes are levied on the tribes, to fup- 
port the dignity of their national monarch, and 
of their peculiar chief; and each of thofecon^ 
tributions amount to the tythe, both of their 
property^ and of their fpoil. A Tartar fove- 
reign enjoys the tenth part of the wealth of his 
people ; and as his own domeftic riches of flocks 
and herds increafe in a much larger proportion^ 
he is able plentifully to maintain the ruftic 
fplendour of his court, to reward the moll de- 
ferving or the moft favoured, of his followers^ 
and to obtain, from the gentle influence of cor- 
ruption, the obedience which might be fome- 
times refufed to the fl:ern mandates of autho- 
rity. The manners of his fubjedls, accuftoni- 
cd, like himfelf, to blood and rapine, might 
cxcufe, in their eyes, fuch partial adts of ty- 
ranny, as would excite the horror of a civilifed 
people J but the power of a defpot has never 

been 

(13) See the fecood volume of the Geoealogicai Htftory of ihe Tar* 
Cars : and the lifb of the Khans, at the end of the life of Gengis, or 
2ing;is. Under the reign of Timur, or Tamerlane, one of his fubjeds, 
a. delcendant of Zingis, ftilt bore the regal appellation of Khan ; and the 
conqueror of Afia contented himfelf with the title of Emir, or Sulcao. 
Abt^gjhazi, part v. ci 4. P'Herl?elOl, Bibilotbeque Orie&tale, p. 878. 
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been acknowledged in the deferts of Scythk. 
The immediate jurifdiaion of the Khafi is con- 
fined within the limits of his own tribe ; and 
the exercife of his royal prerogauve has been 
moderated by the ancient inftitution of a nati- 
onal councih The Coroultai (14), or Diet^ of 
the Tartars, was regularly held in the fpring 
and autumn, in the rhidft of a plain ; where 
the princes of the reigning family^ and the miir- 
fas of the refpcftive tribes, may conveniently 
a^ffemble on horfeback, with their martial and 
numerous trains i and the ambitious monarchy 
who reviewed the ftrength^ muft confult the 
inclination, of an armed people. The rudi- 
ments of a feudal government may be difco* 
vered in tltt conftilutibn of the Scythian or Tar- 
tar nations j but the perpetual conflidt of thofe 
hollile nations has fometimes terminated in the 
eftabliftiment of a powerful and defpotifc eni- 

J)ire. The vidor, enriched by the tribute, and 
brtilied by the arms, of dependent kings,, has 
fpread his conquefts over Europe or Afia : the 
fuccefsful (hepherds of the North have fub-*. 
mitted to the confinement of arts, of laws, and 
of cities ; and the introduftion of luxury, aftef 
deftroying the freedom of the people, has un^ 
dermined the foundations of the throne (15)^ 

The memory of pad events cannot long begituttioii 
preferved, in the frequent and remote cmigra-^*^«*'^*°^ 
tions of illiterate Barbarians. The modern Tar TarurV."* 

tars 

(14) See the Diets of the anciem Huas (de Ouigncsy toBn. it. p. %6.)i 
kud a curious dcfcription of thofe of Zingis (Vie de Gcngifcan, J. i. c. 6, 1. 
i^' c. ii.)» iScch aflemblies are frequently mentioned in the Perfian hifv 
tory of Tiraur 5 though they ferved only to coantenance the refolutiods of 
their naafter.. 

(15) Montefquteu labours to explain a diflTereacC) ^hich his not exidy 
cd, between th.e liberty of. the Arabs, and the perpetual divtry of tbf 
Tartars (Efprit des Loix> l.xvii. c* j;. 1. xviii. c. i^, £«c.). 
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tars are ignorant of the coriquefts of their ^h^ 
c^ftors (.16) ; and our knowle^e of the hiftory 
of the Scythians is derived fiom their ihterr 
^ourfe w{th the learned and civiliied nations of 
the Souths the Greeks, the Perfiahs, and the 
Chinefe. The Greeks, who navijgated the Eiix- 
ine, and planted theii- colonies along the Tea- 
coaft, n^ade the gradual and impertedt di&q* 
very of Scythia; from the Danube, and the 
confines of Thrace, as far as the frozen Mstotls, 
the feat of eternal winter, and Moant CaUc^fas, 
whidi, in the language of poetry, was defcribed 
as the utmoft boundary of the earth. They ce- 
lebrated, ^itb fimple credulity, the virtues of 
the paftc*al life (17): They eritertained a ittorft 
rational appreh^nfidn of the ftrength iiiiA nutn- 
bers of the warlike Barbarians (i^), who coii* 
tjctnptilouily baffled the immenfe arnianient 6f 
Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes {tg). The Per- 
fian ^onarchs had extended their weftern doii- 
quefts to the banks of the Danube, and tihe li- 
mits of European Scythia. The eaftcra )Jr6- 
vinqes.of their ehnpbe wire expofed to the Sc^- 
thiaiis of Afu; the wild inhabitants of the 
plains beyond the Oxus and the Ja^icarte^s, two 
nsighxy rivers, which direft thcSr c6urle towards 
the Cafpian fea. The lohg and niemor^ble 

quarrel 

(lis) Atm^hagci Khariy ill tJhe twofiHlftVtt^ 
tory'^ Velates the miienible fables and traditions of the Uzbek Tartar* 
mcerniiig the times which preceded the reign of Zbgis. 

(17) In the thirteenth book of the IHiad, Jupiter turns away his eves 
from the bloody fields of Troy, to tlie pfaifns of T^'oe/ttd dcythti. He 
would aor». by changing the prolp«ft» behdld a. more jps^cefulor innscent 
Iceiie.- 

(t8) ;7httcydidee» J. ii. c. ^y. 

(19) See the fourth book of Herodotas. When Darbs advanced into 
the^.^^okbTtaa defert, betweeh theOamibe and iliie Kejf^er, ilwkin^of 
die Scythiaos fent him 1 moufei t fro|, t bird, and five' arfbwn 'Iktn* 
BBCBdonaailegprjI 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. szi 

-quarrel of Iran and Touran^ is ftill the them^ 
of hifiory or romance : the fan^ous, perhaps tho 
fabulous^ valour of the Perfiao hefocs, Ruftan 
and Asfendiar^ was fignalized, in the defence of 
their country aeaiiift the Afrafiabs of the 
North (20) ; and ine.invinfiblc fpirit of the fame 
Barbarians refifted, on the fame ground^ the 
victorious arms of Cyrus atid Alexander (at )« 
In the eyes of the Greeks and Perfians, the real 
geography of Scythia was bounded^ on the 
£ail^ by the mountains of Imaus^ or Caf ; and 
their diftant profpedt of the extreme ind inac- 
ceiTible parts of Afia was clouded by ignorance, 
or perplelced by fiction. But thiofe inacceflible 
jregions are the ancient refiderice of a powerful 
and civilifed nation (aa), which afcendsi, by a 
probable tradition, above forty centuries (23) j 
and which is able to verify a feries of near two 
thoufand years^ by the perpetual teftiraony of 
Vol. IV* Y accu- 

(fto) Tkei^ wtn Ami beroet ittty ba ^oi! under thetr refpedlive 
iitletj io tke Bibliotbc^ue Oricntale of d'Herbelnt. Tbcy bave been 
celebrated ia an epic poem ot 6xtjr tboofand rhymed conpUtt, by Perdnfi| 
the Homer of Perfii. See tbe HiOnry of Nader Sbah, p. 145, 16^. 
The public muft lunent, that Mr. Jooet hat fufpendcd the purfuic of 
Oriental learniog. * 

{%i) ThcCafpian fta^ with Its rirert^ and adjacent tribes^ urelabprL 
oDfly i'.luftrated in the Exaroea Critique des Hiftoriena d' Alexandre, 
-which compares the true geography, ftnd the errors produced by the va- 
.aity or ignorance of the Greeks. 

{%%) The original feat of the nation appears t^bave beeA ill the Korth* 
weft of China, in the provinces of Chenfi and Chinfi. Under the two firft 
dynaftieSf the principal town was ftill a moveable camp; the villages 
were thinly (cattercd } more land was employed in pafture than in til* 
lage ; the exercife of hunting was ordained to clear the country fiom wild 
beafts ; Petchcli (where Pekin ftands) was a defert ^ and the foutbem 
provinces were peopled with Indian favages. The dyna^ of the Ham 
(before Cbrift zo6.) gave the empire its adual form and extent. 

{%i) The era ot the Chinere monarchy has been variott()y fixed, from 
ftp$l to 2132 years before Chrift ; and the year 1537 has been cbofea 
for the lawful epoch, by the authority of the prefent «mperer. The dif* 

fcrcnce 
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accurate and cotemporary hiftorians (24). The 
annals of f 25) China^ illultrate the ftate and revo- 
lutions of the paftoral tribes, which may ftill be 
dillinguiihed by the vague appellation of Scythi- 
ans, or Tartars; the vallals, the enemies, and 
fometimes the conquerors, of a great empire ; 
whofe policy has uniformly oppofed the blind 
and impetuous valour of the Barbarians of the 
North. Froih the moiith of the Danube 10 the 
fea of Japan^ the whole longitude of Scythia is 
about one hundred and ten degrees^ which, in 
that parallel, are equal to more than five thou- 
fand miles. The latitude of thefe extenfive de- 
ferts cannot be (b eafily, or fo accurately, mea* 
fured; but, from the fortieth degree, which 

touches 

fefCBce irilct from the «ncerttUi duration e^ the two fir (I dynaftiet ; bikI 
tlic vacant fpaoe that Ijet beyond them, at far at. the real, or fftnikmst 
timea of Fohi, or Hoangti^ Sematfien datet hit authentic chronelogy 
from the year 841 : the thirty^fix cclipfes of Confacint (thifty*one of 
which have been verified) were obferved between the yeart yit and 480 
before Chrift. The bijimtal periti of China does not afcend above the 
Greek Olyitipiadt. 

(14) After feveral aget of anarchy and defpotirm, the dynafty of the 
Han (Before Chrift 106.) Was the revival of learnings The fra^nenttof 
andent literature were rellored ; the charadkert were improved and fixed } 
tnd the future prefervatioa of bookt was fecured, by the ufefbl invention! 
of ink, paper, add the Art of printing. Ninety-feven yeart before Chrift, * 
Sematfien publidied the firft hiftory of China. Hit labourt were illuftra- 
ted, and continued, by a feriet of one hundred and eighty hiftoriant* 
The fubftance of their workt it ftill extant } and the moft coniiderable of 
them are now depofited in the king of France's library. 

(1$) China hat been iUuftrated by the laboort of the Pranch i of the 
miflionarict at Pekin, and Meflfrt. Freret, and de Goignes, at Paris. The 
fubftance «f the three preceding notes it extrafted from the Clm^kimg^ 
with the preface and notet of M. de Guignes, Parity 1770 } The Tn^ 
U^'Kang-mMy tranfiated by the P^ de Mailla, under the name of Hift. 
Cenerale de la China, t6m. i. p. xiix-^<e. \ the Memoires fur la Chtnej 
Paris, i77^> *«• torn. i. p. i— 313. torn. ii. p. 5-^3^4.; the Hiftoire 
desHuns, ttra. i. p. I'^i3i. torn. v. p. 34s-^3tf».; and the Memoires 
de r Academic des Infcriptions, torn. x. p. 377—461. torn. xv. p. 4^5— 
5(4. torn, xviii. p. r78-«-2ps* tom.xxxvi.pi 1^4^138* • 
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ouches the wail of China, we may fecurely ad-» 
vance above a thoufand miles to the northward^ 
till our progrefs is flopped by the excelfive cold 
of Siberia. In that dreary climate, tnflead of 
the animated pidture of a Tartar camp, the 
fmokc which iffues from the earth, or rather 
from the fnow, betrays the fubterraneous dwell* 
ings of the Tongoufes, and the Samoiedes : the 
want of horfes and oxen is imperfedtly fupplied 
by the ufe of rein-deer, and or large dogs j and 
the conquerors of the earth infenfibly degenerate 
into a race of deformed and diminutive favages, 
who tremble at the found of arms (z6). 

The Huns, who tmder the reign of ValensoritintirMt 
threatened the empire of Rome, had been for- «f*^«"«»* 
midable, in a much earlier period to the 
empire of China (27). Their ancient, perhaps 
their original, feat, was an extenfive, though , 
dry* and barren, tradk of country, immediatdy 
on the north fide of the great wall. Their 
place is at prefent occupied by the forty-nine 
Hords or Banners of the Mongous, a pafloral 
nation, which confifts of about twq hundred 
thoufand families (28). But the valour of the 
Huns had extended the narrow limits of their 
dominions ; and thetr ruftic chiefs, who aifurn- 
cd the appellation of Tanjou^ gradually became^,^^.,^^^ 
the conquerors, and the fovereigns, of a for-queftijn 
midable empire. Towards the Eaft, their vic-^*^^^"* 
torious arms were ftopped only by the ocean ; 

(2€) See the Hiftoire Genertle det Vojrteet, torn, zviii. add the Oenep* 
logtctl Hiftory, vol. it. p. 620«— 6tf4« 

(a/) M. de GuigneK (torn. it. p. i— U4 ) bit given the original hiC* 
tory of the ancient Hiong-oon, or Hnns. The Chifiefe geography of 
their country (torn. I part* ii. p. Iv— Ixiii.)* feenu to comprife a par^ of 
their conqueftt. . . 

(28) See in Duhalde (torn. tv. p. i8-«6s.) a draimftantUl dcfertptiOB, 
ivith a corrca map, of the conatry of the Mongoot. 
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Und the tribes, which are thinly fcattcrcd-be-^ 
twccn the Artioor and the extreme pcninfula of 
Corca, adhered, with reludtance, to the ftand- 
ard of the Huns.. On the Weft, near the head 
of the Irtifh^ and in the vallies of Imaus, they 
found a mor6 anmple fpace, and more numerous 
enemies. One of^ the lieutenants of the Tanjou 
fubdued, in a. fifigle expedition, twenty-fix na-^ 
tionsj the Igotir^ (29), diftinguifhcd above the 
Tartar race by the ufc of letters, wclrc in the 
number of his vaffals ; and, by the ftrange 
connection of human events, the flight of one 
of thofc vagrant tribes recalled the viftorious 
^' Parthians from the inyafion of Syria (30). On 
the fide of the North, the ocean was affigned 
as the limit of the power of the Huns. With- 
out enemies to refift their proprefs, or witneffes 
to cqntradiifl their vanity, they might fdcurely 
atchicve a real, or imaginary, conqueft of the 
frozen regions of Siberia, The Northern Sea 
Avas fixed as the remote, boundary of their etn* 
plre. Biit the nattic of that fea, on whofe 
ihores the patriot Sovou embraced the life of a 
fhepherd and an exile (31), may be transferred, 
with much more probability, to the Baikal, a 
capacious bafon, above three hundred miles in ^ 
length, which difdains the modeft appellation of 

a lake 

(ip) The Tgonrs^ or Vigours,- Were divided idto three l»niBchet ; htti- 
ters, (hepherdi, and hufbandmen \ and the laft dafs waa defpUed bj the 
two former. See Abulghazi, p. ii. c. 7. 

(30) Memoires de I'Academie dc« Infcriptiont, torn. xxv. p* i7-*-3J. 
The comprehtnfive view of M. de Guignes has compared thefe diflaat 
events. 

(31) The fame of Sovon, or So-ou, his merit, and his fingulnr adven- 
tures, are ftill celebrattd in China. See the Elogc de Moukden, p. 10. 
and notes, p. i4i— X47.} atid Memoires far la Ghine> coakiii. p. 31? 
— 3do. 
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a lake (32), and which aftually commuaicates, 
'(vith the feas of the North, by the long courfe 
pf the Angara, the Tongulka, and the Jeniffea, 
The fubmiffion bf fo many diftant nations 
plight flatter the pride of the.Tanjou ; but the 
valour of the Hans could be rewarded only by 
the enjoyment of the wealth and luxury of the 
jsmpire of the South. In the third century before 
the Chriftian ^jra, a wall of fifteen hundred miles 
m length was conftrufted, to defend the fron- 
tiers of China againft the inroads of" the Huns 
(^33)) ; but this ftupendous work, which holds 
a confpicuous place in the map of the world, 
has never contributed to the fafety of an un- 
warlike people. Th« cavalry of the Tanjou fre- 
qtiently confifted of two or three hundred thou* 
fand men, formidable by the matchlefs dexte- 
rity with which they managed their bows and 
their horfes ; by their hardy patience in fupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather; and by 
the incredible fpeed of their march, which was 
feldom checked by torrents, or precipices^ by 
the deepeft rivers, or by the rqoft lofty moun-' 
tains. They fpread themfelves at once over Their wart 
the face of "the country; and their rapid impe- ^»i> «h« 
tuofity furprifed, aftonifhed, arid diU:once/tedfnt?cM^ 
the grave and elaborate taftics of a Chinefe*®*. 
army. The empeYor Kaoti (34), a foldier of 

fortune, 

(31) See librand Ives, in Hftrriron's colIeAioa, vol. H. p^i^^i ; Bell's 
IPravels, vol. i. p. £4.7-^154.$ and Gmilin, in the Ul(t Generate det ' 
Voyages, lom. xviii. P' z83--3ap. They all remark the vulgar opioion» 
that the Mj Jia grows angry and tempelluous, if any one prefumes to 
call it a la^. This grammattcal nicety often excites a dirpute, between 
Che abTurd foperftitioo of the mariners, tford the abfurd'obftinacy of tra- 
vellers.. 

(33) The conftrodion of the wall of China is mentioned by Duhalde 
{torn. ii. p. 45.) Md de Guignes ton. ii. p. 59). 

(34) See tlie life 9f Lieoopaag, or J^i^p^i, in the H'lft. ^ J« Chine, 
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fortune, whofe perfonal merit had raifed him ta 
the throne, marched agatnil the Huns with 
thofe veteran troops which had been trained \n 
the civil wars of China. But he was foon fur- 
rounded by the Barbarians ; and, after a fiege 
of feven days, the monarch, hopelefs of relief, 
was reduced to purchafe his deliverance by an 
Ignominious capitulation. The fucceiTors of 
Kaoti, whofe lives were dedicated to the arts 
of peace, or the luxury of the palace, fubmit- 
ted to a more permanent difgrace. They too 
hailily confeiTed the infufficiency of arms and 
fortifications. They were too eafily convinced, 
that while the blaang fignals announced on 
every fide the approach of the Huns, the Chi- 
nefe troops, who flept with the helmet on 
their head, and the cuirafs on their back, were 
defiroyed by the inceflant labour of ineffedtual 
marches {35). A regular payment of money, 
and filk, was ftipulated as the condition of a 
temporary and precarious peace • and the wretch- 
ed expedient of difguifing a real tribute, un- 
der the names of a gift or a fubfidy, was prac- 
tifed by the emperors of China, as well as by 
thofe of Rome. But there ftill remained a 
more difgraceful article of tribute, which vio- 
lated the facred feelings of humanity and na- 
ture. The hardfliips of the favagc life, which 

deftroy 

publiflied at VuU 1777, &c. torn, p, 44l-*$%i« This Voluminous 
Work is the tnmQatipn (^y the P. de Maiila} of the Toni- Xjem-Kamg-MiUf 
the celebrated tbridgemeot of the great Hiftory of Semakouang (A, D, 
1084) and his continaators. 

(3$) ^^ * fr<^ ^^^ ample meniorial, prefented by a Mandarin to the 
fnaperor Venti (before Chrift 180—157), in Dybakle (tem. ii. p. 41a-— 
41.); from a coUedlioo of State papers, marked with the red pencil by 
Kamhi himlelf (p. 384—^1 1,). Another memorial from the minifter at 
var (Kang-Mouy torn, ii p. $$$>)9 foppUes ibme ci»rioos circnmnanots 
cf tbt maonciB of the Huns. 
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deftroy in their infancy the children who are 
born with a lefs healthy and robuft conftitu- 
tion, introduce a remarkable difproportion be* 
tween the numbers pf the two fexes. The 
Tartars are an ugly and even deformed race ; 
and, while they confider their own women as 
the inftruments of domeftic labour, their de- 
iires, or rather their appetites, are diredled to 
the enjoyment of more elegant beauty. A fe-r 
le£t band of the. faireil maidens of China wai^ 
annually devoted to the rude embraces of the 
Huns (3^j ; and the alliance of the haughty 
Tanjous was fecured by their marriage with the 
genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Impe- 
rial family, which vainly arttempted to efcape 
the facrilegious pollution. The fituation of 
thefe unhappy viAims is defcribed in the verfes 
of a Chinefe princefs, who laments that flie had 
been condemned by her parents to a diftant ex* 
lie, under a Barbarian hulband ; who complains 
that four milk was her only drink, raw flefh 
her only food, a tent her only palace i and who 
expreffes, in a ftrain of pathetic fimplicity, the 
natural wifti, that flie were transformed into a 
bird, to fly back to her dear country ; the ob^ 
jedt of her tender and perpetual regret (37). 

The conqueft of China has been twice at- Decline tnd 
chieved by the paftoral tribes of the North : thc^" ^ **»« 
forces of the Huns were not inferior to thofe ^^' 
of the Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux ; and 
their ambition might entertain the moft fan- 
guine hopes of fuccefs. But their pride was 
bumbled, and their progrefs was checked, by 

the 

(36) A fopply «f women i« mentioned at « coftomary. article of treaty 
and tribttte (Hitt. de la Conqu6te de la Chine, par let Tartir^t Ma^U 
cheoux, torn. i. p. i86, 1 87. with the note rf the editorj. » 

(37) De Guigncs, Hilt dci Huni, ^tp. ii. p. ^^. 
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the arms and policy of Vouti (38), the fifth 
emperor of the powerful dynafty of the of tlic 
AnLChrift.Han. In his long reign of fifty -four years, the 
M>— «7- Barbarians of the fouthern provinces fubmitted 
to the laws and manners of China : and the 
ancier^t limits of the monarchy werie enlarged^ 
frorn the great river of Kiang, to the port of 
Cianton, Inftead of confihing himfelf to the ti-- 
mid operatipns of a defend ve war, his lieutenants 
penetrated niiany hundred miles into the country 
of the Hiins. in thofe boundlefs defcrts, Vvhere it 
Is impoffible to form magazines, and difficult ta 
tranfport a fufficient Yupply' of provifions^ the 
armies of Vouti* were repeatedly expofed to in- 
tolerable hardihips : and, of one; hundred and 
forty thoufarid foldiers, who marched againft 
the Barbarians, thirty thovtfaqd only returned 
in fafety to the feet of their Wfter. Thefe 
loffes, however, were tompenfated by fplendid 
and decifivc fuccefs. The Chinefe generals im- 
proved the fupeiriority which thiey derived fron^ 
the temper of their arms, theic chariots of 
war, and the fervice of their Tartar auxiliaries. 
The camp of Tanjoii was furprifedin the midfl; 
cif fleep and intemperance : and, thoMgh the 
monarch of the Huns bravely eut hi$ way 
through the ranks of the enemy, he left above 
jfifteien thoufand of his fubjeds on the field- oS 
battle. Yet iKis fignal viaory^ .which was pre- 
ceded ahd followed by many bloody engage- 
nients, cdntyibuted mtich lefs to the deftrudtion 
6( the powier of the Huns, than the efFeftual 
policy which was employed to detach the tri- 
Ant, Chriitbutary nations from their obedience, Intimi- 
^*" djated by the arms, or allured by the promi fes, 
of Voiiti ^d his lucceflors^ the mod confide-^ 

. ' rable 

(38) See the reign aT the enaperor Vouti, in the Kang-MoUt tern. HI 
p* 1—58. His vtrkns and incoofiftcot cbartdler feemi to be impartuU^ 
4r»wn. 
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rable tribes, both of the Eaft and of the Weft, 
difclaimed the authority of the Tanjot|. While 
fome ackno>yledged. themfelves the allies oc 
yaffals of the^rppire, ihey all became the im- 
placable enemies of the Huns : and the nunqj- 
bers of that haughty people, as foon as they 
were reduced to their native ftreng^th, mighty 
perhaps, have, been contained within the walls 
of one of the grejjt and populous cities of Chi- 
^a isgl). yht dcfertion 6f his fubjedls, and 
the perplexity of a civil war, at length com- Anu cMft 
pelled the Tanjou himfelf to renounce the.dig-$j. 
nity of an ind«)cn4^nt fovereign, and the free- 
dom of a warlike and high-fpirited nation. He 
was received at Sigan, the capital of the mo^ 
narchy, by the troops^ the ^ Mandarins, and the 
emperor himfelf, with all the honours that could 
adorn and difguife the triumph of Chinefe va- 
nity (40). A magnificent palace was prepared 
for his reception i . his place was affigned above 
all the princes of the royal family jand;the pa- 
tience of the Barbarian king was exhaufted by 
the ceremonies of a bartcjuet, which confifted 
of eight courfes of meat, and of nine folemn 
pieces of mufic. But he performed, 6t\ hU 
knees, the duty of a refpedtful homage to t!}fe' 
emperor of China; pronounced, in ,his bwii 
name, and in the name of his fucceflbrs, a per- 
petual oath of fidelity ; and gratefully accepted 
^ feal, which was beftowed as the emblemn of 

his 

(39) This expreffion it ofircl in the fncmorial to the emperor Venn 
(Duhalde^ tocn.^p. 417. ). Without adopting the exaggerations of Marco- 
F6I0 and llaac Vofliiis, we nay rationalljr allow for Pekiti, two roilIio;iHr 
of inh&bit«ntt. The cities of the South, Which canuinthe manubaufes 
«f China, iare ftiU more populoiis. 

' (40) See the Kang-Mou, torn. ni. p. tjo., and the fubfequent ^vcntt 
tuader the proper yeirt. This memorable feftival it celebrated in th« 
Eioge dc Moukden, and explained in a note by the P. dauhil, p, 85, 
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his real dependance. After this humiliating 
fubmiflion^ the T^njous fometimes departed 
from their allegiance^ aqd feized the favourable 
moments of war and rapine ; but the monarchy 
of the Huns gradually declined, till it was bro-^ 
ken» by civil diiTention, into two hoftile and 
4-P^^ feparate kmgdoms. One of the princes of the 
nation was urged^ by fear and ambition, to re- 
tire towards the South with eight hords, which 
compofed between forty and fifty thoufand fa- 
milies. He obtained, with the title of Tan- 
iou, a convenient territory on the verge of the 
Chinefe provinces ; and his conftant attachment 
to the iervice of the empire, was fecured by 
weaknefs, and the defire ot revenge. From the 
time of this fatal fchifm, the Huns of the North 
continued to languiih about fifty years ; till they 
were opprefled on every fide by their foreign and 
domeftic enemies. The proud infcription (41) 
of a column, erefled on a lofty mountain, an- 
nounced to poilerity, that a Chinefe army had 
marched feven hundred miles into the heart of 
their country. The Sienpi (42), a tribe of Ori- 
ental Tartars, retaliated the injuries which they 
bad formerly fuftained ; and the power of the 
A. D. sj. Tanjous, after a reign of thirteen hundred years, 
was utterly deftroyed before the end of the firft 
century of the Chtiftian aera (43). 

The 

{41) Th» iolcription WM compofed qo the fpot hf Pankou, Preftdent 
«/ the TrilniQftl of HiOory (Kaag-MoiLi torn, iii- p. 3^>. Similar 
noQimeiits have been dilcovered in many parts of Tartary (Hlftoirede» 
Hubs, torn. ii. p. 122). 

(4«) M. de Guignc* (torn. i. p. i8p.) hw mferted a (hort accoaot of 
the Sienpi. 

(43) Theaeraof the Hunt is placed, by the Chinefe, laip yeari he- 
fore Chrift. But the feries of their kii»gt does Aot coowence lill the year 
»3». [Hift. des Hans, torn. ii. p. »i. laj.) 



OF tHE ROMAN EMPIRE, 331 

The fate of the vanquiflied Huns was diver- ^heirenii- 
iified by the various influence pf charader andgratmH 
fituation (44). Above one hundred ihoufand^^* '*'• 
perfons, ihepooreft, indeed, and the moil pu- 
lillanimous, of the people, were contented to 
remain in their native country, to renounce their 
peculiar name and orij^in, and to mingle with 
the vitlorious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight 
hords, about two hundred thoufand men, ambi- 
tious of, a more honourable fervitude, retired 
towards the South ; implored the prote<flion of 
the emperors of China ; and were permitted to 
inhabit, and to guard, the extreme frontiers of 
the pro\^ncc of Chanfi and the territory of Or- 
tous. But the mod: warlike and powerful tribes 
of the Huns maintained, in their adverfe fortune^ 
the undaunted fpirit of their anceftors. The 
wcftern world was open to their valour ; and 
they refolved, under the condudt of their here- 
ditary chieftains^ to difcover and fubdue fome. 
remote country, wjiich was ftill inacceffible to the 
arms of the Sienpi, and to the laws of China (45). 
The courfe of their emigration foon carried 
them beyond the mountains of Imaus, and the 
limits or the Chinefe geography ; but we are 
aUe to diftinguifh the two great divifions of 
thefe formidable exiles, which directed their 
march towards the Oxus, and towards the Volga. The white 
The fir^ of thefe colonies eftablilhed their Zo-^^ 
jninion in the fruitful and extenfive plains of 
Sogdiana, on the Eaftern fide of the Cafpian ; 
where they preferved the name of Huns, with 

the 

(44) The various accMenCs of the downfal aod flight of the Huns, art 
related in the Kang Mon, torn. iH. p. 8t. 91. 9$. 139, a|c. The fioall 
aumbers of each hord may be alcribed to their lofles and dtvifioni. 

(4$) M. de Guignes hta ikiifiilly traced the footftept of the Hum 
through the vaftdefertsof Tiurttry (torn, il p. i%y %ni te. 325, fcc.}. 
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the epithet of Euthalites, or Nepthalites. Their 
manners were lofiened, and even their features 
were inftnfibly improved^ by the mildnefs of 
the climate, and their long refidcnce in a ffou- 
rifhing province (46), which might dill retain a 
faint impreffion of the arts of Greece (47^ . The 
'wbiie Huns^ a name which. they derived from the 
cliange of -their complexions, foon abandoned 
die paftoral life of Scythia. Gorgo, Avhich, 
under the appellation of Carizme, hds fince en- 
joyed a temporary fplendour, wias the refidence 
of the king,, who ciercifed a legal authority over 
9n obedient peoj^le. Their luxury was main- 
talAed by the labour of tlie Sogdians ; and the 
only veftige of their ancient barbarifm,'wasthe 
cuftom which obliged all the cpmpanions, per- 
haps to the number of twenty, v^ho had Ihared 
the liberality of a Wealthy lorcj. to be buried 
alive in the fartie grave (48). The vicinity of 
the Huns to the provinces of Perfia, involved 
them in frequent and bloody contefts with the 
power of that monarchy. But they refpefted, 
ijt peace, the faith of treaties - in war, the dic-j 
tjjites of humanity J and their memorable yidlory 
' over 

{46) Mohammed^ Sulfad-of Carram«, reigned in Sogdiana, vfhen it 
yn*. invaded (A. J>..tii8.) by Zin^U and his nDoguls, .Tl^e.Oiicntal 
hiftorians (fee d'Herbe ot. Petit, de la Croix, &x.) celebrate the popu-. 
, JoQs cities which Jie rained, and the fruitful country which he defolated. 
In tht next century, the fame provinces of Chorafmia'and Mawarafnahr 
vere defcribed by Abulfeda (Hodfon, Geograph. Minor, tom.iii.V Their 
aAuaJmifcry may be feen in th(e Genealogical HiAory of the Tartars, ]t^ 

(47} Jnrtin (xU. 6.) has left a fhort abridgemenr of the Greek kings of 
BaAriana. To their induflry I (hould aferibe the new and extraordinary 
trade, which traofported the mcrchandiits of India into Europe, by tht 
Oxui, theCafpian, the-Cyriis, the Pharis and the Euxme. The other 
ways, both of the laad and fri|, were ^^iTeifed by the Selencides and thq 
Ptolemies. (Sec TEfpIrit de Lojx, I. xxi.) 

(4?) Piocopioa de Bell. Perfico, L i. c. j. p. g. 
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ever Perofcs, or Firuz, difplayed the modera- 
tion, as well as the valour/ of the Barbarians. 
T^hc fc^ond divifion of their countrymen, thcTheHttM., 
Huns, who gradually advanced towards the^^^*^*^«^ 
North-weft, were exercifed by the hardlhips of 
a colder climate, and a more laborious march. 
Neceffity compelled them to exchange the filks of 
China, for the furs of Siberia ; the imperfeA 
rudiments of civilifed life were obliterated -, and 
the native fiercenefs of the Huns was exafperated 
by their intercourfe with the favage tribes, who 
were compared, with fomc propriety, to the 
wild beads of the defert. Their independent 
fpirit foon rejedled the hereditary fucceffion of 
the Tanjous ; and while each hord was* govera* 
ed by its peculiar Murfa, their tumultuary coun* 
cil direfted the public meafufes of the whole 
nation. As latie as-^the thirteenth centuiry, their 
tranfient refidence on the Eaftern banks of the 
Volga, was attefted by the name of Great Hunr 
gary (49). In the winter, they defcended witfi 
their flocks and herds towards the mouth of that 
mighty river ; and their fummer excurfions 
reached as high as the latitude of Saratoff, or - 
perhaps the conflux of the Kama. Such at leaft 
were the recent limits of the black Calmucks'(5o). 
who remained about a century under the pro- 
teftion of Ruflia ^ and who have fmce returned 
to their native feats on the frontiers of the Chii\efe 
empire. The mafch, and the return, of thofe 

wandering 

(49) la the tliirteenth century, the raonk RnbraquU (who trirerfed 
the imcneDfe plftio of Kipztk, in hit journey to the coart of the Greet 
Khtn) obferved the renaarkeble name of Himgofy^ with the traces ef t 
common len^ige and origin (Hift. dcf Voyages, torn, vii* p, 269). 

(50) Bel! (vol. i. p. 29—34.), and the editors of the Genealogical 
Hiftory (p. 539 ), have defcribcd the Calmucks of the Volga io the be* 
ginning df the prcfent century. 
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wandering Tartars, whofe united camp confifls 
of fifty thoufand tents or families, illuilrate the 
diftant emigrations of the ancient Huns (51). 
Vhtvrink' It is impoffible to fill the dark interval of time, 
^i^^ which elapfcd, after the Huns of the Volga were 
loft in the eyes of the Chinefe ; and before they 
(hewed themfelves to thofe of the Romans. 
There is fome reafon, however, to apprehend, 
that the fame force which had driven them from 
their native feats, ftill continued to impel their 
inarch towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
power of the Sienpi, their implacable enemies, 
which extended above three thoufand miles from 
Eaft to Weft (52), muft have gradually oppref- 
fed them by the weight and terror of a formi^ 
dable neighbourhood : and the flight of the 
tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increafe 
the ftrength, or to contract the territories, of 
the huns. The harfti and obfcure appellations 
of thoie tribes would offend the ear, without in- 
forming the underftanding, of the reader ; but I 
cannot fupprefs the very natural fufpcion, tbaf 
the Huns, of the North derived a confiderable 
reinforcement from the ruin of the dynafty of 
the South, which, in the courfe of the third cen- 
tury, 

(51) Thligrett triofintgrttion of 300,000 Ctlmiick«, orTorgooCt, 
iMppeotd ia the year 1771. The original narrative of ICien-long, the 
Migniog emperor of China, which was inteBcM for the iofcription of a 
colitmn, b^ been tranflated by tho miffionarlet of Pekio (Memoire fvr la 
Chine» torn. i. p, 401—418). The emperor afloat the imooth and 
l^idus language of the Son of Heaves, and the Father of hia People. 

{$%) The Kang-Moa (torn. iii. p. 447.) afcribet to their conqocfft a 
Ipooe of 14,000 lit. According to the prefent ftandard, 200 Bs (or more 
•ccnrately 193) are equal to one degree of latitude ; and one Englifh mile 
confeqaently exceedt three milet of China. But there are ftrong reafi«t 
to beKeve that the ancient // fcarcely equalled one-half of the modern. 
See theeteborate rcfearchet of M. d'Anville, a geographer, who is ooc a 
ftiangtr in any age> or dioEttte, of the globe (Memoirei de TAcftd. Camp 
ii. p. »$•— 503» Meforesltioerairety p. iSf— 1^7). 
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tury^ fubmitted to the dominion of China ; tbat 
the braveft warriors marched away in fearch of 
their free and adventurous countrymen ; and that^ 
as they had been divided by profperity, they 
wereeafily re-united by the common hardihit>s 
of their adverfe fortune {53). The Huns^ with 
their flocks and herds, their wives and children^ 
their dependents and allies, were tranfported 
to the Weft of the Volga : and they boldly ad- 
vaiKed to invade the country of the Alani, a 
pafioral people who occupied, or wafted, an ex- 
tenfivc trad of -the deferts of Scythia. The 
plains between the Volga aUd the Tanais were 
covered with the tents of the Alani, but their 
name and manners were difFufiBd over the wide 
extent of their conquefts ; and the painted tribes 
of the Agathyrfi and Gelbni were confounded 
among their vaffals. Towards the North, they 
penetrated into the frozen regions of Siberia, 
among the favages who were accuftomed, in 
their rage or hunger, to the tafte of human, 
flefli : and their Southern inroads were puflliedas 
far as the confines of Perfia and India. The 
mixture of Sarmatic and German blood had con- 
tributed to improve the features of the Alani^ 
•to whiten their fwarthy complexions, and to tinge 
their hair with a yellowillhcaft, which is feldom 
found in the Tartar race. They were lefs dc- . 
formed in their perfons, lefs brutiih in their 
manners, than the Huns ; but they did not yield 
to thofe formidable Barbarians in their martial 
and independent fpirit ; in the love of freedom^ 
which rejected even the ufe of domeftic flaves ; 

and 

(53) Seethe Hilloiredet Hunt* Com. ii. p. ii$— '144. ThefaWe. 
qoent hiftocy (p. 14$— 277) of three or foar Hnnnic dynaftiet eTidently 
prorety that their martial fpirit was not impaired by a long rclkleace ia 
China. 
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tod in the love of arms^ which conlidered 
war and rapine as the pleafure and the glory 
of mankind. A naked fcymetar^ fixied in 
the ground^ was the only objeft of their 
rdigious worihip \ the fcalps of their enemies 
formed the coftly trappings of their horfes $ and 
they Viewed, with pity and contempt, the pu*" 
£Uaniitiotts warriors, who patiently expected 
the infirnitties of ige, and the tortures of Imger- 
ing difeafe (54). On the banks of the Tanais, 
the military power of the Huns and the Alaoi 
encountered each other with equal valour, but 
with unequal fucCefs. The Huns prevailed in 
the bloody' conteft t the king of the Aiani was 
(Iain ; and the' remains of the vanquifhed nation 
were difperfed by the ordinary alternative of 
flight or fubmiflion (5^). A colony of exiles 
found a fecure refuge in the mountains of Cau- 
cafus, between the Euxine and the Cafpiair,; 
where they ftill preferve their name and their in- 
dependence. Another colony advanced, with 
more intrepid courage, towards the (hores of 
the Baltic ; aiTociated themfelves with the North- 
ern tiribes of Germany ; and ftiared the fpoil of 
the Roman provinces of Gaul and Spain. But 
the greateft part of the nation of the Alani em- 
braced the offers of an honourable and advanta- 
. geous union : and the Huns, who eftecmed the 

valour 

($4) Utqu« hominibus qaictis placidis otivm eft voluptflbilc, iu lUot 
pcrkula jovant et bella. Judicatur ibi beatus qui in prcelio profixdcrit 
animam t feneifcentes etiam et fortuitia mortrbas muodo digreilbs ut 
d<geoerea ct ignavos conviciU airocibiu bfie^^^ntur. Wc in«tt. think 
highly of the conquerors of ficb men. 

(SS) On the TobjeQ of the Alani, fee Ammianat (xxzl i.), Jornande' 
(de Rebus Gelici% c. 14.), M. de Guignet, Hift. des Hans, torn. ii. p. 
979')i *oAxht Genealogical Hiftory olF the Tariart (torn. ii. p. ^17). 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 337 

valour of their lefs fortunate enemies, proceed- 
ed, with an increafe of numbers and confidence, 
to invade the limits of the Gothic empire. • 

The great Hermanric, whofe dominions ex- Their vic- 
tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed/^*"'" °^«*". 
in the full maturity of age and reputation, theA^D-Vs. 
fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an holl of unknown 
enemies (56), on whom his barbarous fubjeds 
might, without injuftice, beftow the epithet of 
Barbarians. The numbers, the ftrength, the 
rapid motions, and the implacable cruelty of the 
Huns, were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, 
by the aftonifhed Goths ; who beheld their fields 
and villages confumed with flames, and deluged 
with indifcriminate flaughter. To thefe real 
terrors they added, the furprife and abhorrence 
which were excited hiy the (hrill voice, the un- 
couth geftures, and the ftrange deformity of the 
Huns. Thefe favages of Scy thia were compared 
(and the pidlure had fome refemblance) to the 
animals who walk very aukwarly on two legs ; 
and to the mif-(hapen figures, the Termini^ 
which were often placed on the bridges of anti- 
quity. They were diftinguilhed from the reft of 
the human fpecies by their broad (boulders, flat 
nofes, and fmall black eyes, deeply buried in 
the head ; and as they were almoft deftitute of 
beards, they never enjoyed either the manly 
graces of youth, or the venerable afpeil of 

Vol. IV Z age 

(g6) As weare poflelfed of the authentic biflory of the Huns, it would 
be impertinent to repeat, or to refute, the fables vrhich mifreprefenc 
their origin and progrefs, their paflage of the mu^i. or water of the 
Mieotis, in purfuit of an ox or ftag, les Indes qu'iU avoient decouvertes, 
&c. (Zofimus, J. iv. p. aa4. Sozomcn, I. vi. c. 37- Procopius Hift. 
Mifcell. c. 5. Jornandes, c. 24. Grandeur et Decadence) &c. des Ro- 
mains, c. 17.) 
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age (57). A fabulous origin was affigned, wor- 
thy of their form and manners ; that the witches 
of Scythia, who, for their foul and deadly prac- 
tices, had been driven from fociety, had copu- 
lated in the defert with infernal fpirits ; and that 
ihe Huns were the offspring ot this execrable 
conjundtion (58). The tale, fo full of horror 
and abfurdity, was greedily embraced by the 
credulous hatred of the Goths ; but, while it 
gratified their hatred, it encreafed their fear ; 
fince the pofterity of daemons and witches might 
be fuppofed to inherit fome (hare of the praeter- 
natural powers, as wellas of the malignant tem- 

Sr, of their parents. Againft thefe enemies, 
ermanric prepared to exert the united forces of 
the Gothic iiate ; but he foon difcovered that his 
vaifal tribes, provoked by oppreffion, were 
much more inclined to fecond, than to repel, the 
invafion of the Huns. One of the chiefs of the 
Roxolani (59) had formerly deferted the ftandard 
of Hermanric, and the cruel tyrant had con- 
demned the innocent wife of the traitor to be 
torn afunder by wild horfes. The brothers of 
that unfortunate woman feized the favourable 

moment 

($7) Prodigiofx forms, et pindi ; ut bipedes exiftim^s bcftias ; vel 
qatlet in comroarginandis ponttbut, effigiati flipttcs dolantur iocompti. 
Aramiao. xzxt. i. Jornandes (c. 24.) draws a ftroog caricature of a Cal- 
muck face. Species pavenda nigredine . . . qusdam defonhis ofFa, non 
faciet ; habeofque magit panaa quam lamina. See Buflbn, Hid. Na* 
turelle, torn. iii. p. 380. 

(58) Thit execrable origin, which Jornandes (e. ft4.) defcrtbes with 
the rancoar of « Goth* might be originally derived from a more pleafiog 
fable of the Greeks. (Herodot. 1. iv. c. 9, &c.) 

($9) The Roxolani may b» the fathers of the ?«(» the Ruj^ans 
(d*Anville, Empire de Ruffie^ p. i— 10.), whofe rcfidence (A. D. Sda.) 
about Novogrod Veliki cannot be very remote from that which the Gee- 
grapker of Ravenna (i. u, iv. 4. 4^. v. 28. 50.) affigns to the Roxolani 
(A. D.885.). 
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moment of revenge. The aged king of the 
Goths languiihed Tome time after the dangerous 
wound which he received from their daggers : 
but the conduct of the war was retarded by his 
infirmities ; and the public councils of the nation 
were diftrafted by a fpirit of jealoufy and dif- 
cord. His death, which has been imputed to 
his own defoair, left the reins of government in 
the- hands ot Withimer, who, with the doubtful 
aid of fome Scythian mercenaries, maintained 
the unequal cpnteft againfl: the arms of the Hun3 
and the Alani, till he was defeated and flain, in 
a dccifive battle. The Oftrogoths fubmitted to 
their fate : and the royal race of the Amali will 
hereafter be found among the fubjcfts of the 
haughty Attila. But the perfon of Witheric, 
the infant king, was faved by the diligence of 
Alatheus and Saphrax ; two warriors of approved , 
valour and fidelity ; who, by cautious marches, 
conduced the independent remains of the nation 
of the Oftrogoths towards the Danaftus, or 
Niefter ; a con fider able river, which now fepa- 
rates the Turkifli dominions from the empire of 
Ruffia. On the banks of the Niefter, the pru- 
dent Athanaric, more attentive to his own than 
To the general fafety, had fixed the camp of the 
Vifigoths ; with the firm refolution of oppofing 
the vidtorious Barbarians, whom he thought it lefs 
advifable xo provoke. The ordinary fpeed of 
the Huns was checked by the weight of baggage, 
and the incumbrance of captives ; but their mi- 
litary (kill deceived, and almoft deftroyed, the 
army of Athanaric. While the judge of the 
Vifigoths defended the banks of the Niefter, he 
was encompafled and attacked by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry, who, by the light of the 
moon, had paffed the river in a fordable place ; 
Z 2 and. 
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and, it was not without the utmoft efforts of 
courage and condud, that he was able to effeft 
his retreat towards the hilly country. The un- 
daunted general had already formed a new and 
judicious plan of defenfive war ; and the ftrong 
lines, which he was preparing to conftrudt be- 
tween the mountains, the Pruth and the Da- 
nube, would have fecured the extenfive and 
fertile territory that bears the modern name of 
Walachia, from the deftrudlive inroads of the 
Huns (60). But the hopes and meafures of the 
judge of the Vifigoths were foon difappointed, 
by the trembling impatience of his difmayed 
countrymen ; who were perfuaded by their fears, 
thattheinterpofitionof the Danube was the only- 
barrier that could fave them from the rapid 
purfuit, and invincible valour, of the Barbarians 
. of Scythia. Under the command of Fritigern 
and Alavivus (61), the body of the nation haf- 
tily advanced to the banks of the great river, 
and implored the protcftion of the Roman em- 
pror of the Eaft. Athanaric himfelf, ftill anx- 
ious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired, with 
a band of faithful followers, into the moun- 
tainous country, of Caucaland ; which appears 
to have been guarded, and almoft concealed, by 
the impenetrable foreftsof Tranfylvania (62). 
The Goths After Valens had terminated the Gothic war 
Unpiofe the with fome abpcarancc of glory and fuccefs, he 



A. D. 37^. 



(^o) The text of Ammianus feems to, be innperfc£l, or corrupt ; but 
the nature of the ground explains, and almofl defines, the Gothic 
ranapart. Memoires de TAoldemie, frc. torn, xxviii. p. 444 — 4(^2. 

{61) M. de Boat (Hid. des Peoples de I'Europe, torn. vi. p. 407.) 
has conceived a flrange idea, that Alavivus was the fame perfon as 
Ulphilasy the Gothic bi(hop : and that Ui'philas, the grandfoo of a Cap. 
padocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths. 

(6a) Ammianus (xxxr. 3.) and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 14.) 
defcribe the fubverfion of the Gothic empire by the Huns. 
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made a progrefs through his dominions of Afia, 
and at length fixed his refidence in the capital 
of Syria. The five years (63) which he fpent 
at Antioch were employed to watch, from a fe- 
cure diftance, the hoftile defigns of the Perfian 
monarch ; to check the depradations of the * 
Saracens and Ifaurians (64) ; to enforce by ar- 
guments, more prevalent than thofe of reafon 
and eloquence, the belief of the Arian theolo- 
gy ; and to fatisfy his anxious fufpicions by the 
promifcuous exiecutipn of the innocent and the 
guilty. But the attention of the emperor was* 
moft ferioufly engaged, by the important in- 
telligence which he received from the civil and 
military officers who were entrufted with the 
defence of the Danube. He was informed, that 
the North was agitated by a furious tempeft ; 
that the irruption of the Huns, ah unknown 
and monftrous race of favages, had fubverted 
the power of the Goths ; and that the fuppliant 
multitudes of that warlike nation, whofe pride 
was now humbled in the duft, covered a (pace 
of many miles along the banks of the river. 
With outftretched arms, and pathetic lamenta- 
tions,- they loudly deplored their paft misfor- 
tunes and their prefent danger; acknowledged, 
that their only hope of fafety was in the cle- 
mency of the Roman government ; and moft 
folemnly protefted, that if the gracious libera- 
iity of the emperor would permit them to cul- 
tivate the wafte lands of Thrace, they (hould 

ever 

(53) The chronology of Amroitniii U obfcare and innperfe6V. TUle. 
mont hM laboured to clear and fettle the annals of Vaiens. 

(64) Zofiinas, 1. iv. p. a23. Sozomen, L vi. c. ;8. The liaurians, 
each winter, infefted the roads of AGa Minor, as far as the neigh* 
bourboodof Con(lai)tinople. jBafil> Epift. ccl. apud Tillement, Hift. de| 
^mpercursy Vam. v. p. io5. 
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ever hold themfelves bound, by the ftrongcft 
obligations of duty and gratitude, to obey the 
laws, and to guard the limits, of the republic. 
Thcfc afluranccs were confirmed by the am- 
bafladors of the Goths, who impatiently ex- 
pected, from the mouth of Valens, an anfwer 
that muft finally determine the fate of their 
unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the 
Eaft was no longer guided by the wifdom and 
authority of his elder brother, whofe deatlvbap- 
A^D. 37Spcncd towards the end of the preceding year : 
^' '^* and as the diftrefsful fituation of the Goths re- 
quired an inllant and peremptory decifion, he 
was deprived of the favourite refource of feeble 
and timid minds ; who confider the ufe of di- 
latory and ambiguous meafures, as the moft 
admirable efforts of confummate prudence. As 
long as the fame paffions and interefis fubfill 
among mankind, the quellions of war and 
peace, of juftice and policy, which were de- 
bated in the councils of antiquity, will frequent- 
ly prefent themfelves as the fubjeft of modern 
deliberation. But the moft experienced ftatef- 
man of Europe, has never been fummoned to 
confider the propriety, or the danger, of ad- 
mitting, or rejecting, an innumerable multitude 
of Barbarians, who are driven by defpair and 
hunger to folicit a fettlement on the territories 
of a civilized nation. When that important 
propofition, fo effentially conne<5tcd with the 
public fafety, was referred to the minifters of 
Valens, they were perplexed and divided ; but 
they foon acquiefced in ' the flattering fenti- 
ment which feemed the moft favourable to the 
pride, the indolence, and the avarice of their 
fovereign, The flaves, who were decorated 
with ibe titles of pr^fe^s and generals, dif- 

fembled 
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fembled or difregarded the terrors of this na- 
tional emigration ; fo extremely different from 
the partial and .accidental colonic which had 
been received on the extreme limits of the em- 
pire. But they applauded ihe liberality of for- 
tune, which had conduced;, from the moft dif- 
tant countries of the globe, a numerous and in^ 
vincible army of ftrangers, to defend the throne 
of Valens-, who might now add to the royal 
treafures, the immenfe fums of gold fupplied 
by the provincials to compenfate their annual 
proportion of recruits. The prayers of the 
Goths were granted, and their fervice was ac- 
cepted by the Imperial court : and orders were 
immediately difpatcbcd to the civil and milita- 
ry governors of the Thracian diocefe, to make 
the neceflary preparations for the paffage and 
iUbfiftence of a great people, till a proper and 
fufficient territory could be allotted for their 
future refidence. The liberality of the empe- 
ror was accompanied, however, with two harfli 
and rigorous conditions, which prudence mi^ht 
juftify on the fide of the Romans ; but which 
diftrefs alone could extort from the indignant 
jGoths. Before they paflcd the Danube, they 
were required to deliver their arms : arid it 
was infilled, that their children (hould be ta- 
ken from them, and difperfed through the pro- 
vinces of Afia ; where they might be civilized 
by the arts of education, and ferve as hoftages 
to fecure the fidelity of their parents. 

During this fufpence of a doubtful and dif- They are 
tant negodatton, the impatient Goths made^e^^eDl- 
fome ralh attetnpts to pafs the Danube, vrithoiit «»»>>« »nto 
the perroiflion of the government, whofe pro-l^^^ 
teftion they had implored. Their motions were 
ftriftly pbfervcd by the vigilance of the troops 

which 
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which were ftationed along the river; and 
their foremoft detachments were defeated with 
confiderable flaughter : yet fuch were the timid 
councils of the reign of Valens, that the brave 
officers who had ferved their country in the ex- 
ecution of their duty, were punilhed by the 
lofs of their employments, and narrowly efcap- 
ed the lofs of their heads. The Imperial man- 
date was at length received for tranfporting 
.over the Danube the whole body of the Gothic 
nation {65) ; but the execution of this order was 
a tafk of labour and difficulty. The ftream 
of the Danube, which in thofe parts is above 
a mile broad (66), had been fwelled by incef- 
fant rains ; and, in this tumultuous paflage, 
many were fwept away and drowned, by the 
rapid violence of the current. A. large fleet of 
veffels, of boats, and of canoes, was provided : 
many da) sand nights they paQedand repafTed 
with indefatigable toil ; and the moft ftrenuous 
diligence was exerted by the officers of Valens, 
that not a fingle Barbarian, of thofe who were 
referved to fubvert the foundations of Rome, 
ihould be left on the oppofite (bore. It was 
thought expedient that an accurate account 
fhould be taken of their numbers ; but the per- 
fons who were employed foon defifted, with 
amazement and difmay, from the profecuiion 

of 

(65) The paflage of the Danube isexpofed by Ammianus (xxxi. 3, 
4.), Zolimus (1. iv. p. 223, 224.), EaDaptus in Expert. Legat. p. 19, 
30 ), and Jornandes (c. 25, 26.)* Ammianus declares (eg), that he 
means only, ipfas rerum digerere fummitaUs, But he often takes t 
falfe mcafure of their importance j and bis fupeffluous prolixity it dif- 
ngreeably balanced by bis unfeafoaable brevity. 

{66) Chifhall, a curious traveller, hasiemasked che breadth of the 
Danube, which he pafled to the fouth of BuchareO, ntar the conflux 
of the Argifti(p. 77.)' He admires the beauty and rpcntsacous plenty 
of Msfia^ or Bulgaria. 
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of the endlefs and imprafticablc talk (67) : and 
the principal hiftorian of the age moil fcrioufly 
affirms, that the prodigious armies of Darius 
and Xerxes, which had fo long been confidered 
as the fables of vain and credulous antiquity^ 
were now juftified, in the eyes of mankind, by 
the evidence of fad and experience. A pro- 
bable teftimony has fixed the number of the 
Gothic warriors at two hundred thoufand men ; 
and if we can venture to add the juft proporti- 
on of women, of children, and of flaves, the 
whole mafs of people which compofed this 
formidable emigration, muft have amounted to 
near a million of perfons of both fexes, and 
of all ages. The children of the Goths, thofe 
at leaft a diftinguilhed rank, were feparated 
from the multitude. Tlicy were conduced, 
without delay, to the diftant feats afligned for 
their refidence and education ; and as the nu- 
merous train of hoftages or captives paffed 
through the cities, their gay and fplendid ap- 
parel, their robuft and martial figure, excited 
the furprife and envy of the Provincials. But' 
the ftipulation, the moft ofFenfive to the Goths, 
and the moft important to the Romans, was 
fhamefully eluded. The Barbarians, who con- 
fidered their arms as the enfigns of honour, 
and the pledges of fafety, were difpofed to of-- 
fer a price, which the luft or avarice of the 
Imperial officers were eafily tempted to accept. 
To preferve their arms, the haughty warriors 
confented, with fome reludlance, to proftitute 

their 

(<^7) Qijcni fi fcire velit, Libyci velit seqaoris id«m 
Scire quam multflc Zephyio traduntur harens. 
AmmianuA has inferted, ta hie profe, thefe lines of Virgil (Georgic. 
i. ii.), originally defigned by the poet to exprefs the impoffibility of num- 
beriiig the dlfifcreat forts pf vbes. See Plla. Hill. Natur. 1. zir. 
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their wives or their daughters ; the charms of 
a beauteous maid, or a comely boy, fecurcd the 
connivance of the infpedtors; who fometimes 
call an eye of covetoufnefs on the fringed car- 
pets and linen garments of their new allies (68), 
or who facrificed their duty to the mean con- 
fideration of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houfes with flaves. The Goths, with 
arms in their hands, were permitted » to enter the 
boats i and, when their ftrength was colleae4 
on the other fide of the river, the immenfe 
camp which was fpread over the plains and the 
hills of the Lower Maefia, aflumed a threatening 
and even hoftile afpeft. The leaders of the 
Qftrogoths, Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardi- 
ans of their infant king, appeared foon after- 
wards on the Northern banks of the Danube ; 
^nd immediately difpatched their ambaflfadors 
to the court of Antioch, to folicit, with the 
fame profeffions of allegiance and gratitude, 
the fame favour which had been granted to the 
fiippliant Vifigoths. The abfplute refufal of 
Valens fufpended their progrefs, and difcovered 
the repentance, the fufpicions, and the fears, 
of the imperial council. 
Theirdif- An uudifciplined and unfettled nation of Bar- 
trefs^tnd bariaus required the firmed temper, and tie 
difcontent, j^oft dextcrous management. The daily fub- 
fiftence of near a million of extraordinary fub- 
jeAs could be fupplied only by conftant and 
ikilful diligence, and might continually be in- 
terrupted by miftake or accident. The info- 
Jence, or the indignation^ of the poths, if they 

conceived 

(58) Eunaptui and Zofimi^t curiouily fpf^cify thefe articles of Gothic 
vcalth and luxury. Yet it mufl be prefamed, that tbey were the noa- 
*' nufaftures of the provinces ; which the Barbarians had acquired as tbf 

rpQilsof war; or as the gifts, or mercbandiCe of peace. 
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conceived themfelves to be the objedts, either 
of fear, or, of contempt, might urge them to 
themoft defperate extremities ; and the fortune 
of the ftatc fcemcd to depend on the prudence, 
as wellas the integrity, of the generals of Va- 
hns. At this important crifis, the military go- 
vernment of Thrace was exercifed by Lipicinus 
and Maximus, in whofe venal minds the flight- 
ed hope of private emolument outweighed every 
confideration of* public advantage; and whofe 
guilt w^ only alleviated by their incapacity of 
difccrning the pernicious cfFedts of their ralh 
and criminal adminiftratipn. Inllead of obey- 
ing the orders of their fovereign, and fatisfying 
with decent liberality, the demands of the 
Goths, they levied an ungenerous and oppref* 
five tax on the wants of the hungry Barbarians. 
The vileil food was fold at an extravagant; 
price; and, in the room of wholfome and fub- 
ftantial provifions, the markets were filled with 
the flelh of dogs, and of unclean animals, who ^ 
had died of difeafe. To obtain the valuable 
acquifition of a ix)und of bread, the Gothff re* 
figned the poffeffidn of an expenfive, though 
ferviceable, flave ; and a fmail quantity of meat 
was greedily purchafed with ten pounds of a 
precious, but ufelefs metal (69). When their 
property was exh^uftcd, they continued this 
neceffary traffic by the fale of their fons and 
daughteris ^ and notwith^nding the love of 

freedom, 

(69) Decern Uhrat-, the ^ard Jthtr mud be iinderftood. Jonuindcs 
betrays the paffions and prejudices of a Goth. The fervile Greeks, 
Eunapius and Zofimns, diiguif* the Roman oppreflloa, md execrate the 
perSdy of the Barbarians. Ammifnos, a patriot hillerian, flightly, and 
reiuAantly, touches on the odious fnbjeai. Jerom, who wrote alnofl: 
on the rpot, is fair, thongh conctfe. Per avftritiain Maximi ducisy ad 
rebellionetn fame fM^'funt (inChroo.). 
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freedom, which animated every Gothic brcaft, 
they fubmitted to the humiliating maxim, that 
it was better for their children to be maintained 
in a fcrvile condition, than to perifli in a ftate 
of wretched and helplefs independence. The 
moft lively refcntment is excited by the tyran- 
ny of pretended benefaftors, who fternly cxaft 
the debt of gratitude which they have cancel- 
led by fubfequent injuries ; a fpirit of difcon- 
tent infenfibly arofe in the camp of the Bar- 
barians, who pleaded, without fuccefs, the merit 
of their patient and dutiful behaviour; and 
loudly complained pf the inhofpi table treatment 
which they had received from their new allies. 
They beheld around them the wealth and plenty 
of a fertile province, in the midft of which 
they fufFered the intolerable hardlhips of artifi- 
cial famine. But the means of relief, and even 
of revenge, were in their hands ; fince the ra- 
pacioufnefs of their tyrants had left, to an in- 
jured people, the pofleffion and the ufe of arms. 
The claniours of a multitude, untaught to dif- 
guife their fentiments, announced the firftfymp- 
toms of refinance, and alarmed the timid and 
guilty minds of Lupicinus and Maximus. There 
crafty minifters, who fubllituted the cunning of 
temporary expedients to the wife and falutary 
council of general policy, attempted to remove 
the Goths from their dangerous Itation on the 
frontiers of the empire ; and to difperfe them, 
in feparate quarters of cantonment, through 
the interior provinces. As they were confcious 
how ill they had deferved the refpedt, or con- I 
fidcnce, of the Barbarians, they diligently col- 
lefted, from every iide, a military force, that 
might urge the tardy and relu6tant march of a 
people, ' who had not yet renounced the title, oi* 

the 
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the duties, of Roman fubjefts. But the gene- 
rals of Valens, while their attention was folely 
direded to the difcontentcd Vifigoths, impru- 
dently difarmed the ftiips and the fortifications, 
which conftituted the defence of the Danube. 
The fatal overfight was obferved, and improv- 
ed, by Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxioufly 
watched the favorable moment of efcaping 
from the purfuit of the Huns. By the help of 
fuch rafts and veffels as could be haftily pro- 
cured, the leaders of the Oftrogoths tranf- 
ported, their king and their army , and boldly 
fixed an hoftile and independent camp on the 
territories of the empire (70). 

Under the name of Judges, Alavivus and 
Fritigern were the leaders of the Vifigoths in thrcoths in 
peace and war; and the authority which theyjjj*^*'*"^ 
derived from their birth, was ratified by the freeriaoricL 
confent of the nation. In a feafon of tranquil- 
lity, their power might have been equal, as well 
as their rank ; but, as foon as their countrymen 
were exafperated by hunger and oppreffion, the 
fuperior abilities of Fritigern affumed the mili- 
tary command, which he was qualified to exer- 
cife for the public welfare. He reftrained the 
impatient fpirit of the Vifigoths, till the injuries 
and the infalts of their tyrants fhould juftify 
their refiftance in the opinion of mankind : but 
he was not difpofed to facrifice any folid advan- 
tages for the empty praife of juftice and mode- 
ration. Senfible of the benefits which would 
rcfult from the union of the Gothic powers un- 
der the fame ftandard, he fecretly cultivated the 
friendftiip of the Oftrogoths ; and while he pro- 
feffed an implicit obedience to the orders of the 

Roman 

(70} AmmUnus, zxzi. 4y S* 
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Roman generals, he proceeded by flow marches 
towards Marcianopolis, the capital of the Lower 
Msfia, about feventy miles from the banks of 
the Danube. On that fatal fpot, the flames of 
difcord and mutual hatred burft forth into a 
dreadful coflagration. Lupicinus had invited the 
Gothic chiefs to a fplendid entertainment ; and 
their martial train remained under arms at the 
entrance of the palace. But the gates of the 
city were flri£tly guarded ; and the Barbarians 
were ftemly excluded from the ufe of a plentiful 
market, to which they aflerted their equal claim 
of fubjedts and allies. Their humble prayers 
were rejedted with infolence and derifion ; and 
as their patience was now exhaufted, the townf- 
men, the foldiers, and the Goths, were foon in- 
volved in a confliA of paflionate altercation and 
angry reproaches. A blow was imprudently 
given ; ia fword was haftily drawn ; and the firft 
blood that was fpilt in this accidental quarrel, 
became the fignal of a long and deftrudtive war. 
In the midil of noife and brutal intemperance, 
Lupicinus was informed, by a fecret meflenger, 
that many of his foldicrs were flain, and defpoil- 
ed of their arms ; and as he was already inflamed 
by wine, and opprefled by fleep, he iflued a 
ra(h command, that their death fhould be re- 
venged by the maifacre of the guards of Friti- 
gem and Alavivus. The clamorous fliouts and 
dying groans apprifed Fritigem of his extreme 
danger : and, as he pofiefled the calm and in- 
trepid fpirit of a hero, he faw that he was loft if 
he allowed a moment of deliberation to the man 
who had fo deeply injured him. " A trifling 
** difpute, faid the Gothic leader, with a firm 
•* but gentle tone of voice, appears to have 
** aiifen between the two nations ; but it may 

" be 
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" be produftive of the moft dangerous confe- 
*' quences, unlefs the tumult is immediately pa- 
*' cified by the affurance of our fafety, and the 
** authority of our prefcnce." At thefe words, 
Fritigern and his companions drew their fwords, 
opened their paflage through the * unrefifting 
crowd, which filled the palace, the ftreets, and 
the gates, of Marcianopoljs, and, mounting 
their horfcs, haftily vaniftied from the eyes of 
the aftonilhed Romans. The generals of the 
Goths were faluted by the fierce and joyful ac- 
clamations of the camp : war was inftantly re- 
folved, and the rcfolution was executed without 
delay : the banners of the nation were difplayed 
. according to the cuftom of their anccftors ; and 
the air refounded with the harfti and mournful 
mufic of the Barbarian trumpet (71). The 
weak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared to 
provoke, who had neglefted to deftroy, and 
who ftill prefumed to defpife, his formidable, 
enemy, marched againft the Goths, at the head 
of fuch a military force as could be collected on 
this fu^den emergency. The Barbarians ex- 
pected his approach about nine miles from Mar- 
cianopolis -, and on this occafion the talents of 
the general were found to be of more prevailing 
efficacy than the weapons and difcipline of the 
troops. The valour of the Goths was fo ably 

diredted 

(71) VexilHs de mw* fublatis^ au^Itiique trifie fiuanttbut clagicis^ 
Afnmiaa. xxxi. $. Thefe arc the rauca comua of CUudian(ia Rufin. 
ij. s;.), the large horasof the Uri^ or wild bull; fuch as have been 
mere recently ufed by the Swifs Cantons of Uri and Underwald (Sim- 
Jer de Republica Helvet. 1. ii. p. aoi. edit, Fufelin. Tigur. 1734.). Their 
military horn is finely, thougfar cafualiy, introduced in an original nar* 
i-ative of the battle of Nancy (A. D. 1477.). " Attendant le combat 
** ledit cor fut cornc- par trois fois, Unt que le ventdu ibufleor pouvoit 
♦* durcr : cc qui efbahit fort Monfieur de Burgoigne; car dtja & Mtrat 
*» TavM 9uyr (See the Pieces Juftificativea in the 410 edition of Phi- 
lippe de Comines, torn. iii. p. 493.). 
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dircftcd by the genius of Fritigern, that they 
broke, by a clofe and vigorous attack, the ranks 
of the Roman legions. Lupicinus left his arms 
and ftandards, his tribunes and his braved fol- 
diers, on the field of battle ; and their ufeleCs 
courage ferved only to protedt the ignominious 
flight of their leader. " That fuccefsful day- 
** put an end to the diftrefs of the Barbarians, 
*' and the fecurity of the Romans : from that 
•* day, the Goths, renouncing the precarious 
•' condition of ftrangers and exiles, aflumed 
** the character of citizens and mailers, claimed 
•'an abfolute dominion over the poffefibrs of 
*' land, and held, in their own right, thenorth- 
** ern provinces of the empire, which are bound- 
•* ed by the Danube." Such are the words of 
the Gothic hiftorian (72), who celebrates, with 
rude eloquence, the glory of his countrymen. 
« But the dominion of the Barbarians was exer* 

, cffed only for the purpofes of rapine and de- 
ftruftion. As they had been deprived, by the 
minifters of the emperor, of the common bene- 
fits of nature, and the fair inter courfe of focial 
life, they retaliated the injuftice on the fubjedls 
of the empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus 
T^t^iiu*^^^^^ expiated by the ruin of the peaceml huf- 
Thrwe.** bandmen of Thrace, the conflagration of their 
villages, and the maflacre, or captivity, of their 
innocent families. The report of the Gothic 
vidlory was foon difFufed over the adjacent coun- 
try ; and while it filled the minds of the Ro- 
mans with terror and difmay, their own hafty 
imprudence contributed to increafe the forces of 
Fritigern, and the calamities of the province. 

Some 

(yi) Jorntadei dc Rebas Gelicis, c. t6. p. ^48. edit. Grot. Thefe 
/^W/ir/afffff (they tre comparatively fuch) are undoubtedly tranlcribed 
from the larger hiftoriei of Prifcoi. Ablaviu8> or Cafliodorus. 
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Some tin^ before the great emigration^ a nume-* 
rous body of Goths, under the command o( 
Suerid and Colias, had been received into the 
protection and (er vice of the empire (73). They . 
were encamped under the walls of Hadrianople : 
but the minifttrs of Valens were anxious to re- 
move them beyond the Hellefpont, at a dlflance 
from the dangerous temptation which might fo 
eafily be conmiunicated by the neighbourhood, 
and the fuccefs, of their countrymen. The re- 
fpcdful fubmiffion with which they yielded to the 
order of their march, might be conddered as a 
proof of their fidelity j and their moderate re* 
qucft of a fufficient allowance of provifions, and 
of a delay of only two days, was expreffed in 
the moft dutiful terms. But the firil magiftrate 
of Hadrianople, incenfed by fome diforderfi 
which had been committed at his country^houfe, 
refufed this indulgence; and arming againf): 
them the inhabitants and manufadurers of a 
populous city, he urged, with hoftile threats, 
their inftant departure. The Barbarians ftood 
Clent and amazed^ till they were exafperated by 
the infulting clamours, and miiTiIe weapons, of 
the populace : but when patience or contempt 
was fatigued, they cruflied the undifciplined 
multitude, inflicted many a (haraeful wound on 
the backs of their flying enemies, and defpoikd 
them of the fplendid armour (74), which they 
were unworthy to bear. The refemblance of 
their fulTerings and their actions foon united thi& 
victorious detachment to the nation of the Vifi- 
VoL.lV. A a 



{73) Cnxn popalit fais looge aate forcepti. We tft i^cfxaf of tbc 
precife date and circumftancea of their traAimi|;rati0n. 

(74^ Aq Imperial mano&Aiirc cf thieldl, &c. wai ^bliflied at Hadr]i« 
oople i and the popuUcife "trkrt h^ed 1^ theFakriitn/ttf or KroiifaMa 
( V«!er. Id. AfXHiiUn* t:it^* tf.)r 
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soths ; the troops of Colias and Suerid expeded 
the approach of the great Fritigern, ranged 
themfelves under his nandard, and fignalifed 
• their ardour in the ficge of Hadrianople. But 
the refinance of the garrifon informed the Bar- 
barians, that, in the attack of regular fortifica- 
tions, the efforts of unikilful courage are feldom 
cfiedrral. Their general acknowledged his er- 
ror^ railed the fiege, deckired that, " he was at 
** peace with ftone walls (75)," and revenged 
his difappointmcnt on the adjacent country. He 
accepted, with pleafure, the ufeful reinforce- 
ment of hardy workmen, who laboured in the 
gold mines of Thrace (76) for the emolument, 
and under the lafh, of an unfeeling mafter (77) : 
and thefe new aflbciates conduced the Barbari- 
ans, through the fecret paths, to the moft fe- 
qiieftered places, which had been chofen to fe- 
cure the inhabitants, the cattle, and the maga- 
ifcines of corn. With the affiftance of fuch 
guides, nothing could remain impervious, or 
inacceflible t refiftance was fatal ; flight was im- 
practicable ; and the patient fubmiflion of help- 
iefs innocence feldom found mercy from the Bar- 
barian conqueror. In the courfc of thefe depre- 
dations 

• (75) Pftcem fibiede cum panetiboi ihemorftiis. Arhmian. xxxi. 7. 
' (7d) Thefe mines nvdre m the country of the Be(5, in the ridge of 
fDMiAUias, theRhodope, thtt i^ns' between Philippl aad f^itipc^iis; 
two Macedonian cities, which derived their name and origin from, the 
father of Alexander. Prom the mines of Thrace he annually received 
the value, notthe.«dght,of a thouland Ulent8(zoo,oool.); a revenue 
which paid the Phalanx, and corrupted the orators of Gcaece. See Di« 
odor, Sicultu, torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. 88. edit. Wcffcling. Godefroy's Commcn- 
mentary on the Theedoiian Code, torn. iii. p. 49^, CelUrius, Geograph* 
Antiq. torn. L p. 675. S$7. D'Anvilh, Geograpbie Ancienne, torn. I 
p. 33^' 

t* (77) As $Hoic«ibaff»y. workmen often ran away, Valens had «na6^ed 
revere laws to ing them from their hidiag-j^laces. Cod. Theodofian. i 
X* tit. xix. leg. 5. 7. 
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dations, a great number of the children of the 
Goths, who had been fold into captivity, were 
reftored to the embraces of their afflifted pa- 
rents; but thefe tender interviews, which might 
have revived and cheriftied in their minds fonle 
fentiments of humanity, tended only to ftimu- 
late their native ficrcenefs by the defire of re- 
venge. They liftened, with eager attention, to 
the complaints of their captive children, who had 
fuffered the moft cruel indignities from the luftr 
fulor angry pafTions of their mailers ; and the 
fame cruelties, the fame indignities, were fe-' 
verely retaliated on the fons and daughters of 
the Romans (78). 

The imprudence of Valens and his miniftcrs Operations 
had introduced into the heart of the empire a^f.^*"* ^°" 

r 1^1 TT'/- 1 ^ ' % ^»>c war. 

nation of enemies; but the Vifigoths mightA.D.377. 
even yet have been reconciled, by the manly 
confeffion of paft errors, and the fmcere pcrfof-^ 
mance of former engagements. Thefe healing 
and temperate meafures feemed to concur with 
the timorous difpofition of the fovercign of the 
Eaft : but, on this occafion alone, Valens was 
brave ; and his unfeafonable bravery was fatal 
to himfelf and to his fubjefts. He declared his 
intention of marching from Antioch to Conftan- 
tinople, to fubdue this dangerous rebellion ; and, 
as he was not ignorant of the difficulties of thi 
cnterprife, he folicited the affiftance of his nep-' 
hew, the emperor Gratian, who commanded all 
the forces of ihe Weft. The veteran troops 
were haftily recalled from the defence of Ar- 
menia; that important frontier was abandoned 
to the difcrction of Sapor ; and the immediate 
Aa 2 conduct 

(78^) See Amraianas, xsxi. 5, ^. . The hiftoritn of the Gothfc war 
loTea time and fpace, by tn uaftafoinatite recapitttUCton of the aocieat 
iaroads of the BarbarMas.- 
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eonduft of the Gothic war wai ehtrufted, dur- 
ing the abfence of Valcns, to his lieutenants 
Trajan and Profuturus, two generals who in- 
dulged themfelves in a very falfe and favoura- 
ble opinion of their own abilities. On their ar- 
rival in Thrace, they were joined by Richomer^ 
count of the domettics ; and the auxiliaries of 
the Weft, that marched under his banner, were 
tompofed of the Gallic legions, reduced indeed 
by a fpirit of defertion to the vain appearances 
of {trength and numbers. In a council of war, 
which was influenced by pride, rather than by 
teafon, it was refolved to feek, and to encoun- 
ter, the Barbarians; who lay encamped in the 
(pacious and fertile meadows, near the mod 
fquthern of the fix mouths of the Danube (79). 
Their catfip was furroiinded by the ufual for-^ 
t)fication of waggons (fid) ; and the Barbarians, 
fecure within the vaft circle of the inclofure, 
enjoyed the fruits of thdr valour, and the fpoik 
of the pro'vince. In the midft of riotous intem- 
perance^ the watchful Fritigern obferved the 
motions, and penetrated the defigns, of the 
Romans. He perceived, that the numbers of 
the enemy were continually increafmg ; and, as 
he underftood their intention of attacking his 
rear^ as.foon a;S the fcarcity of forage fhould 
oblige himX(S tttnove his camp ; he recalled to 
their ilandard his predatory detachments, which 

covered 

, (79) '^h^ hittehty Antboiiis {p. Ii6, iif, edit. Weileliog) nuirks thi 
lituatian of this place about fixty miles north of Tomi, Ovid's exile i 
ind the name of Sahctt (the willows) exprefles the nature cf the foil. 

(80) This circle of waggons, the Carrago, was the ufual forti^cation of 
Ihe Barbarians (Vegetius de Re MfiiiUri^ I. iii. c. lo. Valefius ad Am<» 
mian. xxxi. 7.)* The practice and the name were preferred by their 
dcfcendaptty as late as the fifteenth century. TbeCi^r/vf, which fiir« 
rhutided the 0^ U t word familiar to the readers of Frwi&rd^ or Co- 
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covered the adjacent country. As foon as they 
defcried the flaming bacons (81), they obeyed 
>yith incredible fpeed, the fignal of their leader ; 
the pai?ip was filled wijth the martial crowd of 
Barbarians; their impatient clamours demanded 
the battle, and their tumultuous zeal was apr 
proved and animated by the fpirit of their 
chiefs. The evening was already advanced!^ 
and the two armies prepared themfelves for 
the approaching combat, which was deferred 
ojily till the dawn of day. While the trumpets 
founded to arms, the undaunted courage ot the 
Goths was confirmed by the mutual obligation 
of a folemn oath; and as they advanced tp 
meet the epemy, the rude fongs^ which celebrat- 
ed the glory .of their forefathers, were mingled 
with their fierce and diflbnant outcries : and op- 
* pofed to the artiificial harmony of the Roman 
ftiout. Some military {kill was difplayed by 
Friligern to gain the advantage of a command- 
i;ig eminence ; but the bloody copflift, which 
began and ended with the light, was maintain- 
ed, on either fide, by the perfonal and obftinate 
efforts of ftrength, valour, and agility. The 
legions of Armenia fupported their fame iQ 
arms; but they were opprefledbyjheirrcfiftible 
weight of the hoftilc multitude ; the left wing 
of the Romans was throwp into diforder, and 
the field was ftrewed with their mangled car- 
caffes. This partial defeat was balanced, how- 
ever, by partial fuccefs ; and wh^n the two ar- 
mies, at a late hour of the evening, .retreated 
jo their rcfpedlive camps, neither c^ them could 

daim 

(.8f .) Stattm ut accenfi malleoli. I htve ufed the literal fenfe of reil 
jtorches or beacons : bnt I aloMift fufpef^, that it h only one of ihoft 
turgid metaphors, thofe falfe ornaments, that perpetually disfigore the 
Ojrlc of Ammiaaus. 
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claim the honours, or the efFefts, of a decifive* 
vidtory. The real lofs was more fcverely felt 
by the Romans, in proportion to the fmallnefs 
of their numbers ; but the Goths were fo deeply 
confounded and difmayed by this vigorous, and 
perhaps unexpetled, refiftance, that they re^ 
inained feven days within the circle of their for- 
tifications. Such funeral rites, as the circum- 
(lances of time and place would admit, were 
pioufly difcharged to forne officers of diftiriguilh- 
cd rank ; but the indifcriminate vulgar was left 
unburied on the plain. Their flefh was greedily 
devoured by the birds of prey, who, in that age, 
enjoyed very frequent and delicious fcafts ; and 
feveral years afterwards the white and naked 
bones, which covered the wide extent of the fields, 
prefented to the eyes of Ammianus, a dreadful 
monument of the battle of Salices (82). 
Union of the The progrcfs of the Goths had been checked 
the^Hu^^^^'^y the doubtful event of that bjoody day ; and 
AUni, &^ the Imperial generals, whofe army would have 
been confumed by the repetition of fuch a con- 
teft, embraced the more rational plan, of de- 
ftroying the Barbarians, by the wants and pref- 
fure of their own multitudes. They prepared 
to confine the Vifigoths in the narrow angle of 
land, between the' Danube, the defert of Sc} thia, 
and the mountains of Haemus, till their itrengtK 
and fpirit fhould be infenfibly wafted by the 
inevitable operation of famine. The defign was 
piofecuted with fome conduft and fuccels ; the 

Barbarians 

(8x) Indicant nunc nfque tibentes ofliboi campi. Ammian. vxxi. 7. 
The hillorian might have viewed thefe plains, either as a foldier or ^^ 
traveller. But his modefty has fupprefTed the adventures of his own life 
fubfequent to the Perfian wars of Conilantios and Julian. We are igilbt. 
rant of the time when he qaitied the fervice, and retired to Rome, wberfc 
be appeats to have compofed his Hidory of his Own Times. 
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Barbarians had almott exhaufted their own ma- 
gazines, and the harvcfts of the country ; and 
the diligence of Saturninus, the maftcr-general 
of the cavalry, was en?iployed to improve the 
ftrength, and to contract the extent, of the Ro* 
roan fortifications. His labours were interrupt- 
ed by the alarming intelligence, that new fwarms 
of Barbarians had pafled the unguarded Da- 
nube, either to fupport the caufe, or to imitate 
the example, of Fritigern. The juft appre- 
henfion, that he himlelf might be furrounded, 
and overwhelmed, by . the arms of hoftile and 
unknown nations, compelled Saturninus to re* 
linquifti the fiege of the Gothic camp: and the 
indignant Vifigoths, breaking from their con-' 
finement, fatiated their hunger and revenge, by 
the repeated devaftation of the fruitful country, 
which extends above three hundred miles from 
the banks of the Danube to ftreights of the HeU 
lefpont (83). The fagacipus Fritigern had fucr 
cefsfuUy appealed to the paffions, as well as tq 
the intereft, of his Barbarian allies ; and the 
love of rapine, and the hatred of Rome, fe* 
conded, or even prevented^ the eloquence of 
his ambaffadors. He cemented a flrid and ufe- 
ful alliance with the great body of his country- 
men, who obeyed Alatheus and Sapbrax as the 
guardians of their infant king : the long ani- 
mofity of rival tribes was fufpended by the fenfe 
of their common intereft ; the independent part of 
the nation was aflbciated under one ftandard ; 
and the chiefs of the Oftrogoths appear to have 
yielded to the fuperior genius of the general of 
the Vifigoths. He obtained the formidable aid 
of the Taifabe, whofe military renown was dif^ 



(83) Ammian. zxxt. 8. 
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graced and polluted by the public infamy of 
their domeftic manners. Every youth, on his 
entrance into the world, was united by the ties 
of honourable friendfhip, and brutal love, to 
feme warrior of the tribe; nor could he hope 
to be releafed from this unnatural connedlion, 
till he had approved his manhood, by flaying, in 
fihgle combat, a huge bear^' or a wild boar of 
tlie foreft (84). But the mod powerful auxili- 
aries of the Gotlis were drawn from thip catitp 
/of thofc enemies who had expelled them froni 
Iheir nativ'c feats, ' The/ Toole fubordination, 
and extenfive poffeflioris, of the Huns and "the 
Alani, delayed' the coiiqucfts, a:nd diftraftcd thi 
councils, of* tliat vi^orious people. Several of 
the Hordsw*ere allujrcd' by the'UberaJ promifcs 
of Fritigern 5 and the rapid cavlUry of Scythia, 
added weight and energy to the fteady ^d ftre* 
tiuous efforts of the Gothic infantry*; The Sar- 
matians, who could never forgive the iiicceflbr 
of Valentinian, enjoyed and ehcreafed the gene- 
ral confufion ; and a feafonable irruption of 
the Alcmanni, into the provinces of Gaul, ew- 
gaged tlie attention, and diverted the forces, of 
^. ^^ the emperor of the Weft (85). 
GmUnwer One of the mod- dangerois inconveniencies 
theAierow-ofthe introdu^jtion of the Barbarians into the 
a!d.378. ~ ' ' ' '■ ' ' army 

, May. 

(84) Hanc Tftifaloriim gentem t^rpem, «t obfcenc vit« (lagitiis Ita ac* 
cipiqius mtrfam 4 ut apud eos nefsndi coacTibit(U fcedere copuleotur mtres 
puberesv .9UtM virtditatetn in eorum pollutis vfibas confumptari. Porro 
•fi quii.jam adultiis aprpm exccperit folos, vcl interemit urfam tmmsnemy 
coUuvioAe liberatur inofcfti.- Amrolan. xxi. 9; Anaong the Gredis like^ 
jwife, more rfp^iaUy affiopg the ^Cretans, .the hoiy bands ot friendihtp 
ft^erc confirmed, and Oillied^ by unnatural love. 

f (35) Ammian. xxxi. 8, 9. Jerom. (torn. i. p. atf.) cntirnerates the 
^ rations, and Rurkfl a calamitous period of twenty years. Thfs epiftle to 
UcUodorus was compofed in the year 397 (TiHemont, Mem. EccleC 
!,«». xii. p. 645.). , , 
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army and the palace, was fenfibly felt in tlici^ 
cdfrefpondence with their hdllile countrymen -, 
to whom they imprudently, or malicbufly, re- 
vealed the weaknefs of the Roman empire. A 
foldier, of the life-guards ot Gratian, was of the 
nation of the Alemanni, and of the tribe of the 
Lentienfes, who dwelt beyond the lake of Con- 
ftance. Some domeftic bufmefs obliged him to 
tcqueft a leave of abfence. In a Ihort vifit to 
his family and friends, he was expofed to their 
curious inquiries ; and the vanity of the loqua- 
cious foldier tempted him to difplay his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the fccrets of the ftate^ 
and thedefigns of hismafter. The intelligence, 
that Gratian was preparing to lead the military 
force of Gaul, and of the Weft, to the alfift- 
ance of his uncle Valens, pointed out to the 
reftlefs fpirit of the Alemanni, the moment, and 
the mode, of a fuccefsful invafion. The enter- 
prife of fome light detachments, who, in the 
month of February, paffed the Rhine upon the 
ice, was the prelude of a more important war. 
The boldeft hopes of rapine, perhaps of con- 
queft, outweighed the confiderations of timid 
prudence, or national faith. Every foreft, and 
every village, poured forth a band of hardy 
adventurers ; and the great army of the Ale- 
manni, which, on their approach, was ellimat-- 
ed at forty thoufand men by the fears of the peo- 
ple, was afterwards magnified to the number of 
fevcnty thoufend, by the vain and credulous 
flattery of the Imperial court. The legions^ 
which had been ordered to march into Panno- 
nia, were immediately recalled, or detained, for 
thedefenceof Gaul; the military command was 
divided between Nanlen us and MfeUobaudes* 
jand the youthful emperor, though he rcfpcfted 
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the long experience and fobcr wifdom of the 
former, was much more inclined to admire, and 
to follow, the martial ardour of his colleague ; 
who was allowed to unite the incompatible cha- 
raders of count of the domeftics, amd ot king 
of the Franks. His rival Priarius, king of the 
Alemanni, was giiided, or rather impelled, by 
the fame hcadftrong valour : and as their troops 
were animated by the fpirit of their leaders, 
they met, they faw, they encountered, each 
other, near the ttfwn of Argentaria, or Colmar 
(86), in the plains of Alface. The glory of the 
day wasjuftly afcribcd to the miflile weapons, 
and well-pradlifed evolutions, of the Roman 
foldiers: the Alemanni, who long maintained 
their ground, were flaughtered with unrelenting 
fury: five thoufand only of the Barbarians ef- 
caped to the woods and mountains; and the 
glorious death of their king on the field of bat- 
tle, faved him from the reproaches of the peo- 
ple, who are always difpofed to accufe the jus- 
tice, or policy, of an unfucccfsful war. After 
this fignal viftory, which fecured the peace of 
Gaul, and affcrted the honour of the -Roman 
arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to proceed 
without delay on his Eaftern expedition ; but as 
he approached the confines of the Alemanni; 
he fuddenly inclined to the left, furprifed them 
by his unexpedted paffage of the Rhine, and 
boldly advanced into the heart of the cbuntry: 
The Barbarians oppofed to his progrefs the ob* 
ilacles of nature and of courage ; and ftill con- 
tinued 

(8tf) The field of bcttle, Argentaria^ or Argtnttvariay is accvrately 
fixed by M. d'Anyille (Notice de l'Anctenn« Gaule, p. ^6 — ^99.) at 
fwcnty-tbree Gallic leagues, or thirty four and a half Roman mile;^ to 
the South of Sirldburgh. From its ruins the adjacent town of Colmdr 
)uis arifett. 
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tinued to retreat, from one hill to another, till 
they were fatisfied, by repeated trials, of the 
power and perfeverance of their enemies. Their' 
I'ubmiffion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed 
of their fincere repentance, but of their adtaal 
diflrefs; and a fcledt number of their brave and 
robuft youth was exafted from the faithlefs na- 
tion, as the moft fubftantial pledge of their fur 
ture moderation. The fubjcdts of the empire, 
who had fo often experienced, that the Ale- 
manni could neither be fubdued by arms, nor 
reftrained by treaties, might not promife themr 
fejves any folid or lafting tranquility : but they 
difcovered, in the virtues of their young fove- 
reign, the profpedt of a long and auipicious 
refgn. When the legions climbed the moun- 
tains, and fcaled the fortifications, of the Bar- 
barians, the valour of Gratian was diftinguifhed 
in the foremoft ranks ; and the gilt and varie- 
gated armour of his guards wa$^pierced and 
(battered by the blows, which they had received 
in their conftant attachment to the perfon of 
their fovereign. At the age of nineteen, the 
fon of Valeritinian feemed to poflefs the talents 
of peace and war ; and his perfonal fuccefs a- 
gainft the Alemanni was interpreted as a fure 
prefage of his Gothic triumphs (87). 

While Gratian defervcd and enjoyed the ap-vaiens 
plaufe of his fubjefts, the emperor Valens, who^ marches^ 
at length, had removed his court and army fromxf«h»/ 
Antioch, was received by the jD^opJe of Gon- -J^ ^- 37«- 
ftantinople as the author of the public calarnity. jowVi^tC 
Before he had repofcd himfelf ten days in the 

capital, 

(97) The full tnd imptrtul ntrrttiveof Ammianus (xxxi. lo.) m^jr 
tierive (bme additional light from the Epitome of Vi€lor, the Chronicle 
of Jerom, and theHilloryof Orofitts (!. vii.c. 33. p. 55*. edit, tiaver. 
camp.). 
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ctpital^ he was urged, by the Koentious clamours 
oiT the Hippodrome, to march againft the Bar- 
barians, whom he had invited into bis d^n^im* 
ons : and the citizens, who are always brave at 
a diftance from any real danger^ declared, with 
confidence, that, if they vere fuppUecl with 
aims, they alone would undertake to deliver the 

{province from the ravages of an infulting 
'qc {%%). The vain reproaches of an ignorant 
multitude haftened the downfal of the Roman 
Eippire ; they proy(^ed the defperate rafhnefs 
of ValenS} who did not find, jcither in his re- 
putation, or in his mind» any motives to fup* 
port with firmncfs the public jcpntenipt. He 
was foon perfuaded, by the fuccctsfut atchieve- 
ments of tiis lieutenant;, to defpife the power of 
the Goths, who, by the diligence of Fritigern, 
were now colle£lcd in the neighbourhood of 
Hadrianople. The margh of the Taifalap had 
been intercepted by the valiaqt Frigerid; the 
king of tho(c licentious Barbarians was flain in 
battle ; and the fuppliant captive; were fent into 
4dlant exile to, cultivate the lands of Italy, 
which were afligried for their fettlemcnt, in the 
vacant territories of Modena and Parma (89). 
The exploits of Sebaftian (90), who was recent- 

ly 

(98) Mbrttaf panciflimot diet, feditione popultKm leviam pulfmt. 
^mmkn. xxxl' 1 1. Sk)crat€t (i iv. c. 38.) ftipplies the dates and fomt 
drcumftaDcci. 

(89) Nivofqiie omocs circa Mu(maiD, Refiainqiif , et Parmam, Itfli- 
ca oppida, rura cultufm exterminavit. Amroianm, xxxi. 9. Thofe d- 
riet and diftfiQs, about ten years after the colony of the Taifals, appear 
i» ■ very defolate ilat^. See Muratori, Difleruaioni fopn le Antichita 
Italixne, took i. Diflert. xxi. p. 354. 

(90) Amoiian. xxxi. zt. Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 2ft8.«i30. The Utter 
expatiates w tbedefultory exploits of Schaftian, and difpaiches, in a£ew 
jinesy the important battle of Hadrianople. According 10 the ecdeGafticaJ 
(riiics* who hate Sebaflian,' the praife of Zofiznus is di%race (Tillemont, 
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ly engaged in the fcrvlcc of Valens, and pro* 
moted to the rank of mafter-general of the in- 
fantry^ were ftill more honourable to himfelf, 
and ufefui to the republic. He obtained the 
permiflion of feleding three hundred foldicrs 
from each of the legions ; and this feparate- de- 
tachment foon acquired the fpirit of difciplinc^ 
and the exercife of arms, which were almoft 
forgotten under the reign of Valens. By the 
vigour and conduft of Sebaftian, a large body 
of the Goths was furprifed in their camp : and 
the immenfe fpoii, which was recovered from 
their hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and 
the adjacent plain. The fplendid narratives^ 
which the general tranfmitted of his own ex- 
ploits, alarmed the Imperial court by the ap- 
pearance of fuperior merit ; and though he cau- 
tioufly infilled on the difficulties of the Gothic 
war, his valour was praifed, his advice was re- 
jefted ', and Valens, who liftened with pride and 
pleafure to the flattering fuggeflions of the eu- 
nuchs of the palace, was impatient to feize the 
glory of an eafy and aflured conquefl. His ar- 
my was ftrengthened by a numerous reinforce- 
ment of veterans : and his march from Conftan- 
tinople to Hadrianople was conducted with To 
much military (kill, that he prevented the afti- 
Tity of the Barbarians, who defigned to occupy 
the intermediate defiles, and to intercept either 
the troops themfelves, or their convoys of pro- 
vifions. The camp of Valens, which he pitched 
under the walls oi Hadrianople, was fortified^ 
according to the praiftice of the Romans, with 
a ditch and rampart » and a mofl important 

council 

Hift. dct Empermn, Cms. v. p. iti.). Hit prejudice findlgaonace «». 
^kwbtedlj reader him a very ^eftioi»ble judge of merit. 
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council was fummoned^ to decide the fate of 
the emperor and of the empire^ The party of 
reafon and of delay was ftrenuoufly maintained 
by Vidor, who had correded, by the leflbns of 
experience, the native fiercenefs of the Sarma- 
tian .charader ; while Sebaftian, with the flexible 
and obfequious eloquence of a courtier, repre- 
fchted every precaution, and every merfure, 
that implied a doubt of immediate vidory, as 
unworthy of the courage and majefty of their 
invincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was 
precipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern, 
and the prudent admonitions of the emperor of 
the Weft. The advantages of negociating in 
the midft of war, were perfectly underftood by 
the general of the Barbarians ; and a Chriftian 
eccleiiaftic was difpatched, as the holy miniller 
of peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the 
councils of the enemy. The misfortunes, as 
well as the provocations, of the Gothic nation^ 
were forciby and truly defcribed by their am- 
baffador ; who protefted, iii the name of Friti- 
gern, that he was ftill difpofed to lay down his 
arms, or to employ them only in the defence of 
the empire } if he could fecure, for his wander- 
ing countrymen, a tranquil fettlement on the 
wafte lands of Thrace, and a fufficient allow- 
ance of corn and cattle. But he added, in a 
whifper of confidential friendlhip, that the ex* 
afperated Barbarians were ayerfe to thefe reafon- 
able conditions ; and, that Fritigern was doubt- 
ful whether he could accomplilh the conclulion 
of • the treaty, unlefs he . found himfelf fup- 
ported by the prefence, and terrors, of an Im- 

e:rial army. About the fame time. Count 
ichomer returned from the Weft, to announce 
the defeat and fd>nliiBon of the Alemanni, to 

inform 
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iofo^m Valens, that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and vie- . 
tor ious legions of Gaul ^ and to requeft, in the 
.name of Gratian^ and of the republic, that eve- 
ry dangerous and decifive meafure might be 
fufpended, till the jundtion of the two emperors 
ihould enfure the fuccefs of the Gothic war. 
But the feeble fovereign of the Eaft was adu- 
ated only by th« fatal illufions of pride and jea- 
loufy. He difdained the importunate advice; 
he rejeifted the humiliating aid ; he feeretly com- 
pared the ignominious, at leaft the inglorious, 
period of his own reign, with the fame of a 
beardlefs youth; and Valens rufhed into the 
field, to ered his imaginary trophy, before the 
diligence of his colleague could ufurp any (hare 
of the triumphs of the day^ 

On the ninth of Auguft, a day which has de-B^ttit«r 
ferved to be marked among the moft inaufpiciougHacWMB- 
of the Roman Calendar (91 X the emperor Va-A*D, jf^ 
lens^ leaving, under a ftrong guard, his baggage A»««ft sf^ 
and military treafure, marched from Hadrianopic 
to attack the Goths, who were encamped about 
twelve miles from the city (92), By fome mif- 
take of the orders, or fome ignorance of the 
ground, the right wing, or column of cavalry, 
arrived in fight of the enemy, whilll the left was 
ftill at a confiderable diftance ; the foldiers were 
compelled, in the fultry heat of fumnf>er, to 

precipitate 

(91) AmmTannf (xxxi. 12, 13.) altnoft alose defcribes the cooncQt 
and a£tions which were terminated by the fatal battle of Hadrianopic* 
AVe might cenfure the vices of hit ftyle, the diforder and perplexity cf 
tts narrative: bat we muft now take leave of this impartial hilt«ritj| ^ 
and reproach i« fileaced by our regret for fuch an irreparable l«la. 

(91) The difference of the eighc miles of AmmianiR, andthetwehnr 
of Idatiasy can only embarrafs thole critics (Valefitia adloc.),whq fyj^ ■ 
pofe ft great trm]r lv be t raftChcmatiail jpoioty without ifacc «r d*^ 
ttenContt 
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precipitate their pace ; and the line of battle was 
rormed with tedious confufion, and irregular de« 
lay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached to 
forage in the adjacent country ; and Fritigcrn 
ilill continued to pradtife his cuftomary arts. He 
difpatched meflengers of peace, made propofals, 
required hoftages, and wafted the hours, tillrhe 
Romans, expofed without (belter to the burning 
rays of the fun, were exhaufted by thirft, hun- 
ger, and intolerable fatigue. The emperor was 
perfuaded to fend an ambaiTador to the Gothic 
camp; the zeal of Richomer, who alone had 
courage to accept the dangerous commiifion, 
was applauded : and the count of the domeftics^ 
adorned with the fplendid enfigns of his dignity,^ 
had proceeded fome way in the fpace between 
the two armies, when he was fuddenly recalled 
by the alarm of battle. The hafty and impru- 
dent attack was made by Bacurius the Iberian, 
who commanded a body of archers and target- 
tcers ; and as they advanced with raftmefs, they 
retreated with lofs and difgrace. In the fame 
moment, the flying fquadrons of Alatheus and 
Saphrax, whofc return was anxioufly expedted 
by the general of the Goths, defcended like a 
whirlwind from the hills, fwept acrofs the plain, 
and added new terrors to the tumultuous, but 
irrefiftible, charge of the Barbarian hoft. The 
]>cfeit cT event of the Battle of Hadrianople, fo fatal to 
ifcr*ominr.Valcnr and to the empire, may be defcribed in a 
few words : the Roman cavalry fled ; the infan* 
try was abandoned, furrounded, and cut in 
pieces. The moft (kilful evolutions, the firmeft 
courage, are fcarcely fufficient to extricate a bo- 
dy of foot, encompaffed, on an open plain, by 
fuperior numbers of horfe : but the troops of 
Valensy oppreffed by the weight of the enemy 

and 
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*and their own fears, were crowded into a narrow 
fpace, where it was impoffiblefor them to extend 
their ranks, or even to ufe, with efFeft, their 
fwords and javelins. In the midft of tumult, of 
flaughter, andofdifmay, the emperor, deferted 
by his guards, and wounded, as it was fuppofed, 
with .an arrow, fought protedion among the 
Lancearii and the Mattiarii, who ftill maintained 
their ground with fome appearance of order and 
firmnefs. His faithftil generals, Trajan and 
Vidkor, who perceived his danger, loudly ex- 
claimed, that all was loft, unlefs the perlon of 
the emperor could be faved. Some troops, ani- 
mated by their exhortation, advanced to his re- 
lief : they found only a bloody fpot, covered 
with a heap of broken arms, and mangled bodies, 
without being able to difcover their unfortunate 
prince, either among the living, or the dead. 
Their fearch could not indeed be fuccefsful, if 
there is any truth in the circumrtances,. with 
which fome hiftorians have related the death of 
the emperor. By the care of his attendants, octth of the 
Valens.was removed from the field of battle to*"P*~'^^ 
a neighbouring cottage, where they attempted *"*' 
to drefs his wound, and to provide xov his future 
fafety. But this humble retreat was inftantly 
furrounded by the enemy : they tried to fprce 
the door; they were provoked by a difchargeof 
arrows from the roof; till at length, impatient of 
delay, they fet fire to a pile of dry faggots, and 
confumed the cottage, with the Roman emperor 
and his train. Valens peri(hed in the flames ;. 
and a youth who dropt from the window, alone 
efcaped, to atteft the melancholy tale, and to 
inform the Goths of the ineftimable prize which 
they had loft by their own rafiinefs. A great 
number of brave and diftinguifhed officers pe- 
Vol. IV. Bb riftied 
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rilhed in the battle of Hadrianoplc, which equal- 
led, in" the adtual lofs, and far furpafled, in the 
fatal confcqucnces, the misfortune which Rome 
had formerly fuftained in the fields of Cannae (93). 
Two rnafter-generals of the cavalry and infantry^ 
two great officers of the palace, and thirty five 
triburics, were found among the flain ; and the 
death of Sebaflian might fatisfy the world, that 
he was the vidim, as wdl as the author, of the 
public iialamity. Above two-thirds of the Ro- 
man army were deftroyed : and the darknefs of 
the night wasefteemcd a very favourable circum- 
itance; as it ferved to conceal the flight of the 
multitude,. and to proteft the more orderly re- 
treat of Vifltor and Richomer, who alone, amidft 
the general confternation, . maintained the ad- 
vantage :of calna courage, and regular difci- 
pline(94). 

While the impreffions of grief and terror were 
ftill recent in the minds of men, the mod cele- 
brated, rhetorician of the age compofed the fune- 
ral oration of a. vanquished army, and of an 
PaBer«ior»-tinpopular prince, whofe throne was already 
tnaof vt- occupied by a ftranger. "There are ndt want- 
kosindhit i« jjjg^,, fays the candid Libanius, " thofe who 

arraign 



•nay. _ 



(93) Kec iil!l, aonalibos^ prxter Ctnilenreni pugntm its ad interne* 
ciooeiQ f et Irgitnr gef^a. -AmmUn. xxxl. 13. According to the grave 
Polybius, no more than 370 horfe, and 3000 toot, e(caped from the field 
of Cannae : 10,600 were made prilbners ; and the number of the flain 
amounted to $63o.horije, and 70,000 foot (Polyb. L iii. p. 371. edit, 
CafaUbon, in 8vo). Livy (xxlL 49.) is fomewhat lefs bloody : he flaugh- 
ten only 2joo horie« and 40,000 foot. The Roman army wat fuppofed 
to confifl of 87,aooeffeaire men (xxii. ^6.). 

(94) We have gained (bme faint light from Jerom (torn. i. p. %6. and 
in Chron. p. i88.)t Victor (in Epitome), Orofius (I. vii. c. 33. p. 554.), 
Jomaadea (c. 17.)» Zofimus (1. iv, p. 230.), Socrates (1. iv. c. 38.)* 
Sozoroen (1. vi. c. 40.), Idatias (in Chron.). But their united eridence> 
if weighed againft Ammiaoua. alone, is light tod iinfobftantial. 
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** arraign the prudence of the emperor, or who 
'* impute the public misfortune to the want of 
" courage and difcipline in the troops.. For my 
'* own part, I reverence the memory of their 
*' former exploits : I reverence the glorious 
*' death, which they bravely received, (landing, 
*' and fighting in their ranks : I reverence the 
*' field of battle, ftained with their blood, and 
** the blood of the Barbarians. Thofe honoura- 
ble marks have been already wafhed away by 
the rains ; but the lofty monuments of their 
bones, the bones of generals, of centurions, 
" and of valiant warriors, claim a longer period 
** of duration. The king himfelf fought and 
** fell in the foremoft ranks of. the battle. His 
*' attendants prefented him with the fleeteft 
** horfes of the Imperial ftable, that would foon 
** have carried him beyond the purfuit of the 
** enemy. They vainly prefled him to referve 
" his important life for the future fervice of the 
** republic. He ftill declared, that be was un- 
** worthy to furvivefo many of the braved and 
*' mod faithful of his fubjedts^ and the monarch 
*' was nobly buried under a mountain of the 
flain. Let none, therefore, prefume to 
afcribe the viftory of the Barbarians to the 
fear, the weaknefs, or the imprudence^ of the 
Roman troops. The chiefs and the fpldjer^ 
were animated by the virtue of their ancc;ft- 
ors, whom they equalled in difcipline,^ and 
the arts of war. Their gederous emulation 
was fupported by the love of glory, . >yhich 
prompted them to contend at the fame time 
with heat and third, with fire and the fword,; 
and cheerfully to embrace an honourable 
death, as their refuge againd flight and infa- 
my. The indignation of the gods has been 
B b 2 '' the 
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*• the only caufe of the fuccefs of our enemies/* 
The truth of hiftory may difclaim fome parts of 
this panegyiic, which cannot ftridtly be recon- 
ciled with the character of Valens, or the cir- 
cumftances of the battle : but the faireft com- 
mendation is due to the eloquence, and ilill 
more to the generofity, of the fophift of An- 
tioch(95). 
The Godit The pride of the Goths was elated by this me- 
bdkieHa- morable victory ; but their avarice was difap- 
^"^P**' pointed by the mortifying difcovery, that the 
richeft part of the Imperial fpoil had been within 
the walls of HadriSinople; They haftened to 
poflefs the reward of their valour; but they 
^ere encountered by the remains of a vanquifti- 
cd army, with an mtrepid refolution, which was 
the efFedk of then* defpair, and the only hope of 
their fafcty. The walls of the city, and the 
ramparts of the adjacent camp, were lined with 
military eijgines, that threw ftones of an enor- 
mous Weight ; and aftoniflied the ignorant Bar- 
'barians by the noife, and velocity, ftill more 
than by the real effefts, of the difcharge. The 
foldiers, the citizens, the provincials, the do- 
mefticsof the palace, were united in the dan- 
ger, and in the defence : the furious aflault of 
the Goths was repulfed ; their fecret arts of 
treachery and treafon were difcovcred ; and, 
after an obftinate conflift of many hours, they 
retired to their tents ; convinced, by experience, 
that it would be far more advifeable to obfervc 
the treaty, which their fagacious leader had ta- 
citly ftipiilated with the fortifications of great and 
'populous cities. After the hafty and impolitic 

maflacre 

(9S) Ltbtniarde uIcifetML Jufian. Ncce^.c 3. in Fabricius, Bibliot . 
Grcc torn. vU. p* 14^—1 49' 
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maiTacre of three hundred defcrters, an aft of 
jufticc extremely ufeful to the difcipline of the 
Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raifed the 
fiege of Hadrianople. The fcenc of war and 
tumult was inflantly converted into a filent foil- 
tude : the multitude fuddenly difappeared ; the 
fecret paths of the woods and mountains were 
marked with the footftcps of the trembling fu- 
gitives, who fought a refuge in the diftant cities 
of Illyricum and Macedonia : and the faithful 
officers of the houfehold, and the treafury, cau* 
tioufly proceeded in fearch of the emperor, of 
whofe death, they were ftill ignorant. The tide 
of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls of 
Hadrianople to the fuburbs of Conftantinople. 
The Barbarians were furprifed with the fplendid 
appearance of the capital of the Eaft, the height 
and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy 
and affrighted citizens who crowded the ram<- 
parts, an^ the various profpeft of the fea and 
land. While they gazed with hopelefs defire on 
the inacceilible beauties of Conttantinople^ a 
fally was made from one of the gates by a party 
of Saracens (96)^ who had been fortunately en- 
gaged in the fervice of Valens. Thet:avalry of 
Scythia was forced to yield to the admirable 
fwiftnefs and fpirit of the Arabian horfes : their 
riders were (killed in the evolutions of irregular 
war ; and the Northern Barbarians were afto- 
niihed, and difmayed, by the inhuman ferocity 
of the Barbarians of the South. A Gothic (oU 

dier 

(94?) Valeos had gained, or rather pnrchafed, the friendflup of the 
Saracens, -whefe vexations inroads were felt on the horders of Phoenicia, 
Paleftme, and Egypt. The Chriftian faith had been lately introdnced 
aptODg a people, referved, in. a future age, to propagate another religion 
CTiilomont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn, v, p. 104* lotf. 141. Mem. 
Btclef. torn, vil p. 593.)* 
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dier was flain by the dagger of an Arab ; and 
the hairy, naked favage, applying his lips to the 
wound, exprefled a horrid delight, while he 
fucked the blood of his vanquilhed enemy (97). 
The army of the Goths, laden with thefpoilsof, 
the weahhy fuburbs, and the adjacent territory, 
flowly moved, from the Bofphorus, to the 
mountains which form the weftern boundary of 
Thrace. The important pafs of Succi was be- 
trayed by the fear, or the mifcondudt, of Mau- 
rus; and the Barbarians, who no longer had any 
refiftance to apprehend from the fcattcred and . 
vanquirtied troops of the Haft, fpread themfelves 
over the face of a fertile and cultivated country, 
as far as the confines of Italy, and the Hadriatic 
Sea (98). 
Theyrtvag« The Roijians, who fo coclly, and fo concife- 
provfnw? 'y* mcption the aCts of jufiice vfhich were excr- 
A. D. 378, cifed by the legions (99), referve their compa{^ 
37^' fion, and their eloquence, for their own fuffer- 
ings, when the provirices were invaded, and de- 
fokted, by the arnis of thQ fuccefsful Barba- 
rians. 

(97) Crinitii« gaj^am, nudas omnia prieter ^bcm, fu)>rancum et 
lagubre (Irepens. Ammian. xxxi. i6, and Vaief. ^A loc. "the Arabs 
often fought naked ; a cuftom which may be a(cnbed' to (heir fultry 
Ciihiate, and odentatioos braveiy* The defcription of this unknown 
lavage is the lively portrait of Derur, a name fo dreadful to the Chritlians 

.of Syda^ ^eeOckley's Hift.of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 7Z. 84. 8^. 

(98) Thc£erieiof events may ftili be traced in tbe'iaft p>ges of Aro- 
mianus (Xxxi. 1 5, 16.). Zofjmus (I. iv. p. 227. 23i.)« whom we are now 
reduced to chetiih, mifphices the faliy of the Arabs before the death of 
Valene, > Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legatioii. p. ao.) praifcs the ferTiliry of 
Thrace, Macedonia, tic. 

(99) Obferve with how much indifFerence Caefar relates, in the Com- 
mentaries of the Gallic War ; that he pHt to death the whole (enate of 
theVeneti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. i^) ^ that he laboured to 
extirpate the whole nation Af the Ehnroncs (Vi, 31 ,) ; /*«/ forty tboufand 
perfons weremafTacred at Boorges by the juft revfJige of his foldiers, whu 
Q>ar€d neither age nor fex (v;i. sy), &:c. 
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rians. The fimple circumftantial narrative (did 
fuch a narrative cxift) of the ruin of a finglc 
town* of the misfortunes of a fingle family (100), 
might exhibit an interefting and inftrudtive 
pifture of human manners : but the tedious re- 
petition of vague and declamatory complaints 
would fatigue the attention of the moft patient 
rcadej-. The fame cenfure may be applied, 
though not perhaps in an equal degree, to tht 
prophane, and the ecclefiallical, writers of this 
unhappy period ; that their minds were inflamed 
by popular, and religious, animofity; and, that 
the true fize and colour of every objeflt is falfi- 
fied by the exaggerations of their corrupt elo- 
quence. The vehement Jerom (loi) might 
juftiy deplore the calamities inflifted by the 
Goths, and their barbaroys allies, on his native 
country of Pannonia, and the wide extent of 
the provinces, from the walls of Conftantinople 
to the foot of the Julian Alps; the rapes, the 
maffacres, the conflagrations ; and, above all^ 
the profanation of the churches, that were turn- 
ed into ftables, and the contemptuous treatment 
of the refics of holy martyrs. But the Saint is 
furely traiifported .beyond the Jimits of nature 
and hiftpry, when^ he affirms^ ^* that, in thpfe 
** defert countries, nothing, was left except the 
*' flcy and the earth ; that, after the deftruftion 
" of the cities, arid the extirpation * of the 

" humaii 

fioo) Such are ^he accduntt of the Sack of Magdeburgh, by the ec* 
cleiiaflic and th|^ fifherman, ivhich Mr. Haite has tranfcribeti (HiOt* of 
Gaftavas Adolphns, vol. I. p. 313—- 320.}, with Same appi'eheufion of 
violating the Ji^kitj of hlftory. 

(10^) Et vaftatis urbibu'i hominiburque interfeCiis, (blttudinem et 
raritatem befijantm quoqae fieri, et volatiHtmfy pifciumquei teiliis Illyricom 
eft, teftis Thiacia, teflis in quo ortus fum (Pannonia) ; ubi pfaetcr 
ccelnm et terram, et crefcentea vepre^ et coadenfa fylvarum cunSa 
perUrunU Tom. vii. p. 150. ad i* Cap. Sophonias ; and torn. i. p. 2^. 
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^ bttiQMi racCy the land was overgrown with 
^^ thick forefts, and inextricable brambles ; and 
*' that the univcr(al defolation, announced by 
^^ the prophet Zephaniab, wasaccompliflied, ia 
^' the fcardty of the beafts, the birds, and even 
^^ of thefilh.*' Tbefe complaints were {vo- 
noimced about twenty years aft^ ihe death o( 
Valens ; and the Ulyrian provinces, which were 
conftantly expofcd to the invafion and pai&ge of 
theBarbfiu^ians, fiill continued, after a calamitous 
period of ten centuries, to fupply new materials 
for rapine and deftni£]ion. Could it even be 
fuppofed, that a large tradt of country had been 
left without cultivation, and without inhabitants, 
the Gcmfequences might not have been fo fatal to 
the inferior productions of animated nature. 
The ufeful and feeble animals, which are nou- 
riflied by the hand of man, mi^t fufFer and 
perilh, if they were dejxived of his protection : 
but tlit beafts of the foreft, his enemies, or his 
vi^ims, would multiply in the free and un- 
difturbed pofleifion of their folitaty domain. 
The various tribes that people the air, jar the wa- 
ters, are fiill lefs connedled with the f^e of the 
human fpecies; and it is highly probaUe, that 
the fifti of the Danube would have felt more ter- 
ror and diilrefs, from the approach of a voracious 
pike, than from die hoftile inroad of a Gothic 
army. ' 
Maffiusccf Whatever may have been the juft meafure of 
ywthkAfi*^^ calamities of Europe, there was reafon to 
A.'D.378. fear that the fame calamities would foon extend 
to the peaceful countries of Alia. The fons of 
the Goths had been judicioufly diftributed through 
the cities of the Eafl ; and the arts of education 
were employed, to poliAi, and fubdae, the na- 
tive fiercepcfs of their temper. Jn the fpace of 

about 
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about twelve years, their numbers had contiau- 
ally increafed •, and the children^ who, in the 
firft emigratioii, were fent^Qver the Hellefpont, ' 
had attained, with r^pid growth, the Ibrength 
and fpirit or perfeA manhood (102). It was 
impoifibie to conceal from their knowledge the 
events of the Gothic war ; and, as thofe daring 
youths had hot ftudied the language of dilfimu^ 
lalion, they betrayed their wilh, their defu^, 
perhaps their intention, to emulate the glorious 
example of their fathers. The danger of thjs 
times feemed to jvriMfy tfie jealous fufpicions of 
the provincials ; and thefe fufpicions wore ad- 
mitted as unqueftionabie evidence, that the Goths 
c^ Afia had formed a fecret and dangerous con^^ 
{piracy againft the public fafety. The death of 
Valens had left the ^ft without a fovereign ; 
And Julius, who filled the important ftation of 
^nailer-general of the troops, with a high repur 
tatton of diligence and ability, thought it his 
duty to confult the fenate of Conftantinople ; 
which he confidered, during the vacancy of the 
throne^ as the feprcfentative council <>f the na- 
tion. As foon as he had ot)taincd the difcrction- 
«ry power of adting as he fliould judge moft 
expedient for the good of the republic, he af- 
iembled the principal officers ; and privately 
conc^ted effedtual mcjafures for the execution dF 
his bloody deiign. An order was immediately 
promulgated, that, on a ftated day-, the Gc^hic 
youth (hould aflemble in the capital cities of 
their refpedtive provinces ; and, as a report was 
induftrioufly circulated, that they were fummon- 

ed 

(1QI) Ennflpius (in Excerpt. Lcgat. p.'io«) fooliihiy fijppofes a-prcter- 
nttural growth of the y«fang Gotht ^ that he may introdaoe Cadmus'* 
armed men, who fpniDg from (be dragon's teeth, &c Such was ^hc 
Greek eloquence of the times. 
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*d to receive a liberal gift of lands and money^ 
thepiealing hope allayed the fury of their refent- 
ment, and perhaps ^ufpended the motions of the 
confpiracy. On the appointed day, the unarmed 
crowd ot the Gothic youth was carefully col- 
ledted in the fquare, or Forum : the ftreets and 
avenues were occupied by the Roman troops ; 
and the roofs of the houfes were covered with 
archers and (lingers. At the fame hour, in all 
the cities of the Eaft, the fignal was given of 
indifcriminate flaughter j and the provinces of 
Afia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of 
Julius, from a domeftic enemy, who, in a few 
months, might have carried fire and fword from 
the HeUefpont to the Euphrates (103). The 
urgent confideration of the public fafety may 
undoubtedly authorife the violation of ?very 
pbfitive law. How far, that, or any other, con- 
fideration, may operate, to diffolve the natural 
obligations of humanity and juftice, is a doc- 
trine, of which I (till defire to remain ignorant. 
Theemperor f h^ empcror Gratlau was far advanced on his 
vefu ThS^ march towards tlie plains of Hadrianople, when 
JhSem'^w^^ was informed, at firft by the confufed voice 
the EUttl* of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate 
A.D. 379, reports of Victor and Richomer, that his impa- 
januvy 19. ^j^^^^ collcague had l)een (lain in battle, and that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were extermi- 
nated by the fword of the viftorious Goths. 
Whatever refeiltment the ralh and jealous vanity 
ef his uncle might defcrve, the refentment of a 

generous 

(163) Ammiftnii& evidently approves this execution, elficacta velox et 
falutaris, whi«h concludes bit work (xxxi. 16.). Zofimus, who is curi- 
ous and copious (I. iv. p. 233<— 235.)* miftakcs the date, aad labours to 
find the rearon, why. Julius did not confuU the emperor Tbeododua ^ v^ho 
bad not yet afcended the throae of the £«fl. 
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generous mind is eafily fubdued by the fofter 
emotions of grief and compaffion : and even the 
fenfe of pity was foon loft in the ferious and 
alarming confideration of the ftate of the repub- 
lic: Gratian was too late to affift, he was too 
weak to revenge, his unfortunate colleague ; 
and the valiant and modeft youth felt himfelf 
unequal to the fupport of a finking world. A 
formidable tempeft of the Barbarians of Germa- 
ny feemed ready to burft over the provinces of 
Gaul ; and the mind of Gratian was opprejQTed, 
and diftradted, by the adminiftration of the 
Weftern Empire. In this important crifis, the 
government of the Eaft, and the condudt of the 
Gothic war, required the undivided attention of 
a hero and a ftatefman. A fubjed invefted with 
fuch ample command would not long have pre- 
ferved his fidelity to a diftant bpneraftor j and 
the Imperial council embraced the wife and man* 
ly refolution, of conferring an obligation, rather 
than of yielding to an infult, . It was the wi(h of 
Gratian to beftow the purple as the rew^ of 
virtue; but, at the age of nineteen, it U not 
eafy for a prince, educated in the fuprcme rank, 
to underftand the true charaftcrs of liis n^inift- 
ers and generals. He attempted to weigh^ with 
an impartial hand, their various merits and de- 
fers ; and, whilft he checked the rsflh confi- 
dence of ambition, he diftrufted the cautious 
wifdom, which defpaired of the republic. As 
each moment of delay diminifhed fomething of 
the power and refources of the future fovercign 
of the Eatt, the fituation of the times would not 
allow a tedious debate. The choice of Gratian 
was foon declared in favour of an exile, whofc 
father, only three years before, had fufFered, 
under the fandtion of bis authority, an unjuft 

and 
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tnd ignominious death. The great Theodofius, 
a name celebrated in hiftory, and dear to the 
Catholic Church (104), was fummoned to the 
Imperial court, which had gradually retreated 
from the confines of Thrace to the more fecure 
ftatton of Sirmium. Five months after the 
death of Valens, the emperor Gratian produced 
before the aflembled troops, i&^ colleague, and 
tbeir mailer ; who, after a modeft, perhaps a 
lincere, reiiftance, was compelled to accept, 
amidft the general acclamations, the diadem, 

?irple, and the equal title of Aiiguftus (105. 
he provinces of Thrace, Afia, and Egypt, 
over which Valens had reigned, wererei^^ to 
the admimftration of the new emperor : but, as 
he was fpectaUy entrufied with the conduct of ihe 
Gothic war, the 111} rian prsfedure was difmem- 
bered ; and the two great diocefes of Dacia and 
Macedonia were added to the dominions of the 
Eaftern empire (106). 
Birtii an^ The fame province, and, perhaps, the fame 
IjJjJJJ^tof^^y ('07)» which had given to the throne the 

virtues 



(104) A life cf TlKodofiot the Grot wis cooipofed in the kft ccn- 
torj (Paru 1675^, in 410; i^fto, in i2mo), to inflame (he mind of the 
young ptnpbin with Catboltc seal The author, Fiechier, afterwards 
Bifliop of Nifinet, was a cekbralcd preacher ; and hts hiflory is adorned* 
«r tainted, with iwlpit- eloquence ; but he uket his learning frgm Baro- 
niot, and his principies from St. Ambrofe and St. Anguflin. 

(io$) The bit th, charaCler, and elevation of Theodofiu?, are onarked 
inPacatvs(in Panegjr. Vet. zii. 10. 11, il.), Themiftius (Orat. xiv. 
pi iSft.), ZofimasLiv. p. 23^)* Aogaftin (de Civiut Dei, ▼. 1$), 
Orafica (L viL c. 54.), Sozooito (I. vii. c 2.), Socrates (1. ▼. c. 2.), 
Tbeodoret (I. V. c $.),PhiIoftorgios(l ix. c 17. with Godcfroj, p. 393-)« 
the Epitome of Vidor, and the Chronicles of Profper, Idatios, and 
Marcel Itnas, in the Thelknnis Temporum of Scaliger. 

(lotf) Tilletnont. Hilt des Emperenrt, torn. v. p. 71 5, &c. 

(107) ttaUca^ founded by Scipio Africanusfor bis woonded veterans of 
Jtmlj, The mins (till appear, aboot a league above SeviUe, bat on the 
oppofite bank of the river. See the Hifpania lUuftrt of Nomus, a (hort, 
though valuable, treatife. C. ivii. p. 64^-67. 
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virtues of Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, 
was the original feat of another family of Spa- 
niards, who, in a lefs fortunate age, poflefled^ 
near fourfcore years, tJie declining empire of 
Rome (108). They emerged from the obfcu- 
rity of municipal honours by the aftive fpirit of 
the elder Thcodofius, a general, whofe exploits 
in Britain and Africa have formed one of the 
moll fplendid parts of the annals of •Vaientinian. 
The fon of that general, who likewife bore the 
Tiame of Theodofius, was educated, by (kilful 
preceptors, in the liberal ftudies of youth ; but 
he was inftruiked in the art of war by the ten- 
der care and fevere difcipline of his father (109). 
Undier the ftandard of fuch a leader, young 
Theodofius fought glory and knowledge, in the 
moll diftant fcenes of military aAion ; inured his 
conftitution to the difference of the feafons and 
climates ; diilinguiihed his valour by fea and 
land ; and obferved the various Warfare of the 
Scots, the Saxons, and the Moors. His own 
merit, and the recommendation of the conque* 
ror of Africa, foon raifed him to a feparate com- 
mand : and, in the ftation of Duke of Maefia,^ 
he vanquiflied an army of Sarmatians ; faved 
the province j deferved the love of the foldiers 

and^ 
• 

(loS) I agree with Tillemont (Hift. det Empcreon, torn. v. p. 72^.) 
In rufpcQuig the royil pedigree, which rtmamed A fccret itll the protno- 
t ion of I'heodofiot. Even after that event, the filence of Ptcatut ont- 
weight the venal evidence of Thetniftias, Viaor, and Claudian, who 
€ooiie£t the family of Theodofius with the blood of Trajan and tiadrian. 

(109) Pacatut compares, and confeqoently prefers, the yOuth wf 
Theodofius, to the military education of Alexander, Hannibal, and the 
fecond Africanus; who, like him, had ferved under their father! (xii^ 
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and provoked the envy of the court (no). His 
riling fortunes were foon blafted by the difgrace 
and execution of his illuftrious father j and The- 
odofius obtained, as a favour, the permiiTion of 
retiring to a private life, in his native province of* 
Spain. He difplayed a firm and temperate cha- 
racter in the eafe with which he adapted himfelf 
to this new fituation. His time was almoft equal- 
ly divided between the town and country : the 
ipirit^ which had animated his public condud, 
was (oewn in the aftive and afFeflionate perfor- 
mance of every focial duty ; and the diligence of 
the foldier was profitably converted to the mir 

EroVement of his ample patrimony (u i>, which 
ly between Valladolid and Segovia, in themidft 
of a fruitful diftrift, ftill famous for a mod ex- 
quilite breed of (heep (i i z). From the innocent, 
but humble, labours of his farm, Theodofius was 
tranfported, in lefs than four months, to the 
throne of the Eaftern empire : . and the whole 
period of the hiftory of the world will not perhaps 
aflford a fimilar example, of an elevation, at the 
fame time, fo pure, and fo honourable. The 
princes who peaceably inherit the fceptre of their 
fathers, claim and enjoy a legal right, the more 
fecure, as it is abfolutely diftindt from the merits 
of their perfonial characters. Thefubjefts, who 

% in 

(no) Ammianus (xxix. 6.) mentioas this vlf^ory of, Theodofias 
Junior Dux Msefic, primt etitih torn binagine juvenis, princep* poftes 
perfpeftiffimas. The iame fa£l is attefted by Thenniltius and Zofimus . 
but Thcodoret (1. v. c. 5.), who tdds fiune circumftances, llrangeijr 
applies it to the time of the Interregnum. 

(hi) Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 9.) prcfera the ruftic life of The- 
odofius to that of Cincinnatns : the one wa« the cStSt of choice^ the 
other of poverty. 

(Ill) M. d*AoviIIe (Greographie Ancienne, toita. I p. tg.) has fixed 
the fituation of Cancha, or Coca, in the old province of Gallicia, where 
Zofimus and Idatius have placed the birth, bv patrimooyi of Theodofius. 
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in a monarchy, or a popular ftate, acquire the 
polieffion of fupreme power, may have raifed 
themfelves, by the fuperiority either of genius 
or virtue, above the heads of their equals : but 
their virtue is feldom exempt from ambition ; 
and the caufe of the fuccefstul candidate is fre- 
quently ftained by the guilt of confpiracy, or 
civil war. Even in thofe governments which al- 
low the reigning monarch to declare a colleague, 
or a fucceilor, his partial choice, which may be 
influenced by the blindeft paffions, is often di- 
redted to an unworthy objedt. But the mod 
fufpicious malignity cannot afcribe to Theodo- 
fius^ in his obfcure folitude of Caucha^ the arts, 
the defires, or even the hopes, of an ambitious 
ftatefman; and- the name of the Exile would 
long fince have been forgotten, if his genuine 
and diftinguifhed virtues had not left a deep im- 
preflion in the Imperial court. During the fca- . 
fon of profperity, he had been neglefted ; but, 
in the public diftrefs, his fuperior merit was 
univerfally felt and acknowledged. What con- 
fidence muft have been rcpofed in his integrity, 
fmce Gratian could truft, that a pious fon would 
forgive, for the fake of the republic, the fnurder 
of his father ! What expectations muft have been 
formed of his abilities, to encourage the hope, 
that a fingle man could fave, and reftore, the 
empire of the Eaft ! Theodofius was invefte^ 
with the purple in the thirty -third year of his age. 
The vulgar gazed with admiration on the manly 
be;iuty of his face, and the graceful majefty of 
his perfon, which they were pleafed to compare 
with the pictures and medals of the emperor ^ 
Trajan ; whilft intelligent obfervers difcovered, 
in the qualities of his heart and underftanding, a 

more . 
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nibre important refenvblance to the bed and 
grcatcft of the Roman princes. 
Hkmient It i« Hot without thc Hioft fincere rfegrct, that 
M £^ I muft now take teave of an accurate and faithful 
JtheGoihicguidCy w^o has compofed the hiftory of his own 
^•f* tinnes, without indulgrng the prejudices and paf- 
38,.* ^'*^fion«, which ufuaBy afFeS the mind of a contem- 
porary. Ammianus Marcellinus, who termi- 
nates^ his ufefd work with the defeat and death 
of Valens, recommends the more glorious fub- 
jcft of the en'fuing reign to the youthful vigour 
and eloquence of the rifitig generation (11 3). 
Thc rifing generation was hot difpofed to accept 
kis advice, or to imitate his example (i 14) ; 
and, in the ftndy of the* reign of Thepdofius, 
wc arc reduced to illuftratc the partial narrative of 
Zofimus, by the obfcure hints of fragments and 
chronicles, by the figurative ftyle of poetry or 
panegyric, and by the precarious affiftance of thc 
ecclefiaftical writers, who, in the heat of religious 
&dion, are apt to defpifc the profane virtues of 
fittcerity and moderation. Confcious of thefe 
difadvantages, which will continue to involve a 
. tonfiderable portion of the Decline and Fall of 
ihc Roman empire^ I (hall proceed with doubt- 
ful 

« (113) Let 01 hear Ammiftnus himfelf. U±Cv ut mile« quoitdim et 

Grccucy t principttu Cvfiirtt Ncrvs cxorfotv adufqae ValenlU tnteritum, 
pro virium cxpJicavi menfurS t nunq^am, ut arbitrer, fciens, fikntio 
*u(bs cormmpere vel mendacio. Scribant reliqua potiores Ktate, 
dodrintfqae florenles. Quoa id, (i libuCrit, aggrcfluros, procuderc 
Itngnat ad majorcs moneo ftitb^. Ammian. xxxi. itf. The 6(ft chiriecA 
bookt^ a fupcrficial epilonKof two hundred aod fifty-fcVen years,, are no^ 
foft r the laft eighteen, \^hlefa ccatain no more thaa tweaty-five year«) 
fiillpreferve thecopioas and authentic hiftory of his own times. 
. (114) Amcniinas waathclaft fobje^V of Rome wh? compofed a pro* 
fiuie* -hiftory in the Latin Uogvage. The Eaft, in the next centniy, pro* 
duced fome rhetorical hiftorians, Zofimus, Olympiodorus, Malchos, 
CandidiiSy &c. See Voflias de Hiftoricis Ciccis, I. ii. c.' iS. de Uifto- 
ricb Latinia, 1. ii. c. io» &c. 
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ful and timpKous fteps. /STet J may boldly pro- 
aovm«, that the 'battle of ijadrianople was never 
reve^goi by any r Jtgnal or dficifire vi6tocy of 
Theodorius over ithe iBarbacia^; ^and the ;ex« 
|>][^ifiv€riileflce of :bi8<vcnal dr9tars1may.be con- 
firmod by the obifewation of ;the condition jand 
circunmaocea of the ttimc^. Xbe .fabric of la 
mighty ilate, whi^ihas been reared iby the la- 
bours pf fucceiC^ve 4ges» could not be^ov^itumsd 
by.tbiB inisfprjune of >a/uij^ day, iif the fetal 
power of the ima^nation did not .exagjgerate the 
KciEll meafure of i(be.calarnlty. > The4dsi:>f fowf 
tbojufaiKlRomaaS) whoietlinthe4:>lftin5iof tiad^ 
rianpple, >might have: been foon cecruited in nhe 
populpus proyiace^of th&£aft, !wbich>contained 
£0 many millions of inhafaitams« Xhe courage 
of a foldier is found to:be the cheapeft, and ttmt 
cof^mon^ qvaUty of ihuman jiature *, iand fnffi* ^ 
cient ;(kiU to Qocdunter an undifcipiihed foe, 1 
m^t blt^e been fpeodtly itaudit :byithe care 6f 
the Curviving x^ienxurions. Ilf ithe Barbarians 
were .mounted on the.horfes, andicquippediwith 
the armouc, <of iheir vanqnilhed enemies, »the 
numcmns ftudts of Cappatdocia.and .Spain 9fro\M 
have fuppltml new fquadrons .ef jcavaky ; ^the 
thirty-four>acfenalS;oflhe.empirewereptentrfuUy 
ilored with magaztoesof of£bofitne;and defenfive 
arms; ^nd. the weflikb of Afia might (ftili have 
y ieldetd ran arpple: fund for ;the jei^pences >of the 
war. <But the effeiSts which (wereproiduoedl^ 
the battle pf Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the 
victory of the former, and the defeat of (he hit- 
ter, far beyond rhe limits of a fingle .day. A 
Gothic chief was hear4 to.declare, wkh infolent 
moderation, that, forbisrown part, be was fa- 
tigued with flai^hter -, but that he was^ftonaihed \ 
Vol. IV. C c iosir 
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how a people, who fled before him like a flock 
of iheep, could ftill prefume to difpule the pof- 
felfion of their treaiures and provinces (115). 
The fame terrors, which the name of the Huns 
had fpread among the Gothic tribes, were in- 
fpired, by the formidable name of the Goths, 
among the fnbjefts and foldters of the Roman 
empire (116). If Theodofius, haftily coHefting 
his fcattered forces, had led them into the field to 
encounter a victorious enemy, his army would 
have been vanquMhed by their own fears j and 
his raibnefs could not have been excufed by the 
chance o( fuccefs. But the great Theodofius, 
an epithet which he honourably deferved on this 
momentous occafion, condudted himfelf as the 
firm and faithful guardian of the republic. He 
fixed his head-quarters at Theifalonica, the ca- 
pital of the Macedonian drocefe (117) ; front 
whence he could watch the irregular motions of 
the Barbarians, and direct the operations of his 
lieutenants, from the gates of Conftantinople to 
the Ihores of the Hadriatic. The fortifications 
^d garrifons of the cities were llrengthened ; 
/and* the troops, among whom a fenfe of order 
and difcipline was revived, were infenfibly em- 
boldened by the confidence of their own fafety. 
From thefe fccure ftations, th^ were encouraged 
to make frequent fatlies on the Barbarians, who 
infefted the adjacent country •, and, as they were 
feldom allowed to engage, without fome decifive 

fuperiority, 

(115) Chryfoftom^ torn. t.< p. 344. edit. MontTaacoa. I b«ve veri. 
fied, and examined, this paflage : but I Ihould never, without the aid of 
tillemont (Hifl. des Emp. torn. v. p, 152), have detected tta hillorical 
anecdote, in t ftrsnge medley oT moral and myilic exhortations, addrelTed^ 
by the preacher of Anticch, to a young widow. 

(ir6} Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legation, pi 21. 
' (117) See Godefroy's Chronology of the taws. Godex Theodc^ 
tarn. X. Prdlegomefli p; x6ix-«»civ. 
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fupcriority, cither of ground or numbers, their 
enterprifcs were, for the moft part, fuccefsful ; 
and they were fooii convinced, by their own 
cxpferience, of the poffibility of vanquifhihg their 
invincible tntmits. The detachments of thcfe 
fcparatc garrifons were gradually united intd 
fmall armies i the fame cautious meafures were 
purfiied, according to an extenfivd arid well*^ 
concerted plan of operatiotis j the eveilts of each 
day added ftrength and fpirit to the Romari 
arms ; and the artful diligence of the emperor^ 
who circulated the nioft favourable reports of 
the fuccefs of the war, contributed to fubdue thd 
pride of the Barbarians, and to animate the hopes 
and courage of his fubje£t& If, inilead of this 
faint and imperfeft outline, we could accurately 
reprefent the counfels and aftions of Theodo- 
fius, in four fuccelTive campaigns, there \& reafori 
to believe, that his coiifunimate Ikili would de- 
ferve the applaufe of every military reader. The 
republic had formerly been faved by thd delays 
of Fabius : and, while the fplehdid trophies of 
Scipio, in the field of Zama, attract the eyes of 
pofterity, the campSand marches of the Dictator 
among the hills of Campania, may claim a 
jufter proportion of the folid and independent 
fame, which the general is ndt comjjelled to 
fharc, either with fortune or with his troops. 
Such was like wife the merit of Thcodofius • and 
the infirmities of his body, which nioft unfeafon- 
ably languiftied under a long artd dangerous dif- 
eafe, could not opprefs the vigour of his rtiind, 
or divert his attention from the publi<i fervice (118). 
' Cc a The 

(ti8) Moft writert inlift oti th«i illtfcft, ind long re^fe of Tbeodo^ 
fiui It TheiTtlonica : Zofimui, to diminifh his gbry ; IJoraandes, to 
ftvoor the Gothi i and tht ccdcGafticd writers^ to iatroducc his bap. 

lifm, • 
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^«^ T^^ deliverance and pefce pf the Roman pro- 

rui»liffioo« vinces (i 1,9) y^as the work of prudence, jdther 

ofeheOotht |.)^p gf yftlour : the prudence of Theodofius 

3i».'^^^""was fccondcd.by fortune; and the emperor ne* 

yer faUed to ielzc, and to Improve, every fa- 

your^*hle circi^mftance. As long as the fuperior 

gpnius of Friti^eirn prjsferved the unipn, and 

fliro^4 ^he molions, of the Barbarians, their 

pow.er .was np^t inadccmate to the conqueft of ;d 

f^e^t cr;qpir.c. 'jThc death of that hero, the pre- 
eqcflbr f nd n^after of the renowned Alaric, 
Kielieved an inipatient multitude from the intole- 
rable yojkc pj difcipline and difcretion. The 
l^aifbar^ns^ )yho haa been retrained by his au- 
tjiorfty, ^b(and9iie4 themfelves to the dictates of 
i)}eir palfip^s ; and tjieir paffions were jTeldom 
jimfortii, or porjjS^ept. An army of conquerors 
^^s t^rojcen into fnajiy diforderly bands oflfayage 
t-pl^bers J arid their blind ^nd irregular fury Was 
jiot lefe pernicfous tp tl^emfelyes, than to their 
envies. Tfeeij^ ^ifchicvous difpofitioii was 
fk^wn in the 4cftri^£J:lpn of eypry dbjedk, which 
lliey waatecl ftrength to remove, or tafte to en- 
jjoy ; and they often cprjfufne<t, iwrith iniprovi- 
jdjexit rMje, ttjeharycfts, or the granaries, which 
{oon a^yra^rds beparpe riecefery for their own 
(ubuffcricc, ' A fpjrit of difcord arofe aniong the 
jttdep£;niient tribes and nations, which had Tieen 
j^nited pply jiy 'the bands of a loofe and volun- 
,taiy ^lliarice. The trpops pf the Huns and the 
^ni would p^^ur^Ily upbraid the flight of the 
Ggths J who were not fjifpofed to ufe with mo- 
deration 

(11^) po^pare Theq&iaias (Qrtt* xiv. i8i.) witb Zofimus (i. iv. p. 
%i%')9 \orBAn6ei (c.' xxvji. p;^49.), aiid the prolix Commentary of M. 
<|e iBoat ( Ijift . des Pcu ples> &c torn. ▼>• p* 47 7 — 5 S% ). The Chronidet 
ot Idatius and MarcelfinuB aAude; in genera! term% 4o, magna certami- 
na, magna mabafue prslia. The t«ro epttheti tre not eafily reo^iKUed. 
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dicration the advantages of their fortune ; the an* 
cifent jealoufy of the OftVogoths ahd the Vifx- 
goths could not long be fufpended ; and the 
haughty chiefs ftill rememljered the iiifults and 
inj*iries, which they had reciprocally- offered^ or 
iuftainedi while the nation was .feated in the, 
countries beyond the liariube. The progfefs of 
domeftic fa<5lion '^bated the more diffufivc feriti- 

?ent of riatioiiat animofity ;, and* tne' offigeirs o^ 
heodofiqs were ihilrudted to puircKafe, witH' 
liberal gifts and promifcs, the retreat, orfcrvice^ 
of the difcontented party. The' aequiQtiori pt 
Modafy a prince of the' jp>yal , blood ot the' 
Amali, gave a . bold and faithful chanipibn to 
the caufe of Rome- The illuftrious defefter 
foori ol>tamed the rank of niafte^-genefjal, with, 
ah important comniand'; fur pnfed^an ar;ny of 
his countrymen, who were immerfed in wine 
ahd flejep j and, after a cruel llaughter of the. 
alloniftied Goths, returned with ah inimenfe 
fpoil, and foiir thouf^nd waggons, to the Im- 
jferial camp(i2o). In the hands of a (kilful 
politician, the moft different nSeah^ may- be fuc- 
cefsfuUy applied to the fahie erids"; and the. 
p^eace of the empire, which had been forwarded 
by the divifions, was accomplifbjsd by the re- 
uniqn, of the Gothip nation. .At^iiaric,- whoJ>"thtfhi 
liad' b^en a patient fpeftator of thefe extraoirdi-AlhilSlrk, 
riary events, was at'lcngthdnYpn,. by the chance a. p. 38J, 
of arms, from the dark reicefles of tlie woods pf;'**?"*''*^' 
Caucalahd. He'no longer helitated to pais the 
Danube ; and a very confiderable part of the 
fubjefts of Fritigern, who already felt the in- 
Gonvenicncies of anarchy, were eafrfy perfuadedr 

to ■ 

(iioVZofimus (1. iv. p. ija ) ftyJo^ blm a Scythian, a name whick 
the more receot Qrcekt fwm to have approprUtcd to the Goths. 
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to acknowledge for their king, a Gothic Judge, 
whofe birth they refpedted, and whofe abiliiiesf 
they had frequently experienced. But age had 
chilled the daring Ipirit of Athanaric ; and, in- 
ftead of leading his people to the field of battle 
and victory, he wifely liftened to the fair propo- 
fal of an honourable and advantageous treaty. 
Theodofius, \5rh0 was acquainted with the nierit 
and power of his new ally^ condefccnded tq 
pieet him at the diftancc pf Teveral rhiles fron^ 
iConilantinople ; and entertai[ied him in the Im- 
perial city, with the confideqce of a friend^ and 
the magnificence of a nioiiarch. f ' The Barba- 
f* rian prince obferved, with curious attention, 
** the variety of objeds which attradled his nb- 
*.* tice, and at laft broke out into a fincere ancl 
f^ paffionate exclamation of wonder! ' Inowbe- 
*' hold, faid he, what 1 never could believe, the 
f* glories of tins ftupendous capital ! and as hq 
** call his eyes around, he viewed, and he ad- 
^* mired, the commanding fituation of the city, 
** the ftrength and beauty of the walls and pub- 
" lie edifices, the capacious harbour, crowded 
f * with innumerable veiTds, the perpetual con- 
f * courfe of diftant nations, and the arms and 
^* difcipline of the troops. Indeed, continued 
?* Athanaric, the emperor of the Romans is a 
^* god upon earth ; and the prefumptious man, 
*' who dares to lift his hand againft him, is 
V guilty of his own blood (121)/' The Gothic 

king 

{ill) the reader will not be difpleafed to (ee the original words of Jor- 
Bandes, or the author whom he tranfcribed. Regiim urbem iogrfflli^ 
eft; miranfque, £n, iaquit, cerno quod fspe incredutus andieban), fa« 
mam videlicit tanta urbis. Et hue illuc oculos volvenr, nunc Htum ur< 
bis commeaturoque navium, nunc moenia ciara profpedtans, miratar; 
populofque diverfarum gentiunt, quafi tonte' in uno e diverfis partibus 
it^turiente uoda^ fic quoque tnilitetn ordlnatum afpiciens. Deus, inqulr. 
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kmg did not long enjoy this fplendid and ho- 
nourable reception ; and, as temperance was not 
the virtue of his nation, it may juftly be fuf- 
pefted, that his mortal difeafe was contrafted 
amidft the pleafures of the Imperial banquets. 
But the policy of Theodofius derived more folid 
benefit irom the death, than he could have ex- 
pected from the moft faithful fervices, of his 
ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with folemn rites in the capital of the Eaft ^ 
a (lately monument was erefted to his memory ; 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courte- 
fy, and decent grief, of Theodofius, enlifted 
under the ftandard of the Roman empire (122), 
The fubmiffion of fo great a body of the Vifi- 

f^oths was prbdu^ive of the moft falutary con- 
equences ^ and the mixed influence of force, of 
reafon, and of corruption, became every day 
more powerful, and more extenfive. Each in- 
dependent chieftain haftened to obtain a feparate 
treaty, from the apprehenfion that an obflinate 
delay might expofe few, alone and unprotedt- 
ed, to the revenge, or juftice, of the conquer^ 
or. The general, or rather the final, capitula- 
t4on of the Goths, may be dated four years, one 
month, and twenty-five days, after the defeat a. d. zH^ 
and death of the emperor Valens (123). ^^**' 3- 

The 



«(l fme dabio terrenus Imperator, et ifoifquis adverfus eum manum mo* 
irerit, ipfe fui fangainis reus cziftit. Jornandes (c xxviii. p. 6$o.) pro* 
ccedt to mention his death and funeral. 

(12a) Jorsandes, c. xxviii. p. 6^0. Even Zofimui (L iv. p. 34(f.) ;, 
-coRipeiled to approva ibc generofity of Theodofius, fo honourable to hio^* 
ielf, and fo henfficial to the public. 

(115) The (hort, but authentic, hmte in the Fafliof Idatius (Chroik 
Scaliger.- p. $2.) are ftained with contemporary pa0ion« The fourteeoti| 
■oiiition of Themiftins is a ceinplimcnt to Peace, and the confttl Saturni^ 
nus(A*D, 383.). 
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imrafiootnd Thc provinccs of th© Danube had bceir al- 
cwh^I^ready relieved from the opprelBVe weight of the 
©r oftro. Gruthuagi, or Oftrc^oths, by the voluntary re- 
A^a 38«, treat of Alatheus and Saphraz ; whofe reiUefs" 
oapbcr. * (pirit had prompted them to feek new fcenes of 
rapine and glory« Their delfru<^ive cborfe was 
pointed towards the Weft ; but we mud be fa- 
tisfied with a very obfcureand imperfed know- 
ledge of their vaiious adyeniures^ The Olbro^ 
Sows impelled feveral of the German tribes on 
le provinces of GauU concluded^ and (bon 
viobied^ a treaty with the emperor Gratiah; 
advancoi into tne uaknown countries of the 
North; and,, after an interval of more than 
four years, returned, with accumulated force, 
to the banks of the Lower Dianube. Their* 
troops were recruited with the fierccft' warriors 
of Germany, and Scythia; and and the foldiers, 
or at leaft the hiftorians, of the empire, no 
longer .recognifed the name and countenances of 
their former ehemies^(i24). The general,' wIk> 
opramanded^th^ military and naval powers of 
the Thracian frontier, foon perceivea that his 
fuperiority, would be difadvantpgeous to thc 
. public fervice^^.and that the Barbarians, awed 
by the prcfenoe of his fleet and legions, would 
probably defer the paffage of the river till the 
approaching winter. The dexterity of the fpies, 
whom he fent into the Gothic camp, allured the 
Barb^ians into a. fatal fnare. They were per- 
fuaded, that, by a bold attempt,, they might 
fiirprift, in the fifencc and darknefs of the irfghr, 
the fleeping army of the Romans ; and the' 
whole multitude^ was liaftily embarked in a fleet 

of 

(124) Eht r« Sxv^tfMr Trmtra mytti^^u Zof\muSy I W. p. 
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of three thourand catiocs (rt^' Tfiftf laraveft* 
of tHeOft'rogotte led the vatf| tHc'iriain Bbdy 
conftfted of the remainder of thehr ftfbjeAtf and' 
foldiers; and the women and children feeurdy 
followed in the reiar. One of the nigKt«*wWhout 
a^moonhad been fd^fted fbf the eScfecntion' of 
their defign ; and they had almoft' readied' the' 
fouthembank oftheDantibe; in the firm con^ 
fidence that they fhbtrfd find:im eafy landing, . 
and an unguarded camp. But the pro^efs of 
the Barbarians was fuddenly flopped^ by atl uh-* 
cxpeftcd obftade; a triple line of vdR!», ftrbng^ 
1^ connected with each othfer, and which formed- 
an impenetrable chain of tvtro miles and' a* half 
along thie river. While they ftrugglcd W forc6^ 
their way in thfe unequal confliia, their right 
ftanfc was overwhelmed* by the irreflftible attack 
of a fleet of gallies, which were ut^ed dbwrt 
the ftteam by the united impulfedf oars and' of 
the tide. The weight and vdoetty df thoffc 
(hips of war btoke, and funky and difperfedi 
the rude and feeble canoes^ of the Barbariansf: 
their valour was inefFeiftual ; and Aiatheus^the' 
king, or general, of the Oftrogoths; peri(hed, 
with his: braveft • tr^ctops^ cither by the CvHird ' of 
the Romans, or in the waves of the Danube. 
The laft divifion of this unfortunate fleet might 
regain the oppofiie fliore: but the diftrefs and 
diforder of the multitude rendered them alike, 
incapable, either of aftion or coiHU:il ; and they 

foon 

(115) I am jafVtfif<l> by realbo aM'eictinple« iQ'«pt>!yms*thitIii9iCtf' 
name to the fUu^iXtt of thtf Barbariaat, the iirigic treat Kdllowted in * 
cha Ihape of. a boat* v-A^^M fUftj^vimp i^/3«j3«0'«yTi. 2ofimu^ L 
iv. p. 153. 

Aiili Danobiom quondam tranare OVotbungi 

In lincrcs fr^gere namna t icr milk niebant 

Per flavhim plenc caneii immanibna alni. 

CiaiuStDf la if. CooC Hoo. tf 1 3 . 
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foon implored the clemency of the vidorious 
enemy. On this occaiion, as well as on many 
others, it is a difBcult talk to reconcile the paf- 
fions and prejudices of the.wriiers of the age of 
Theodofius. The partial and malignant hifto- 
rian, who mifreprefents every aftion of his reign, 
affirms, that the emperor did not appear in the 
iield of battle till the Barbarians had been van- 
quilhed by the valour and condu6l of his lieu- 
tenant Promotus (126). The flattering poet, 
who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, the 
glory of the father and of the fon, afcribes the 
vidtory to the perfonal prowefs of Theodofius ; 
and almoft infmuates, that the king of the Oftro- 
goths was flain by the hand of the emperor (127). 
The truth of hiftory might perhaps be found in 
a juft medium between thefe extreme and con- 
tradiditory aflertions. 
dPtS G«hi "^^^ original treaty which fixed the fettlement 
■iThrtce of the Goths, afcertained their privileges, and 
JJ^jj^^J^ftipulated their obligations, would illuftrate the 
3is- hiftory of Theodofius and his fucceffors. The 
feries of their hiftory has imperfectly preferved 
the fpirit and' fubftance of this fingular agree- 
ment (128). The ravages of war and tyranny 

had. 

(ij6) Zofimw, 1. IV. p. 25* — 155. He too frequently betrays hra 
pwcrty of judgment, by dtfgrtcing the moft ferious narratives with 
trifling and incredible circumllances. 

(127) ■■! ■ Odoi^gi Regis ijftwo 

Retulit- ■ - ■ Ver. ^32. 

The cpima were the fpoik.^ which a Roman general could only win from 
^ the king, or general^ of the . enemy, whom be had (Uin with his own 

hands ; and no more than three fuch examples are celebrated in the vie- 
toiious ages of Rome. 

(iz8) See Themiftius, Orat. xvi. p. Aii; Clandian (in Eatrop. hit 
I p.) mcntiM the Phrygian colony ; 

— Oftro- 
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had provided many large trafts of fertile, but 
uncultivated land, for the ufe of thpfe Barbari? 
ans, who might not difdain the practice of agri- 
culture. A numerous colony of thd Vifigoths . 
was feated in Thrace ; the remains of the Oftro- 
goths were planted in Phrygia and Lydia ; their 
immediate wants were fupplied by a deftributi- . 
on of corn and cattle ; and thuir future induftry 
was encouraged by an exemption from tribute^ 
during a certain term of years; The Barbarians . 
would have deferved to feel the cruel and per- 
fidious policy of the Imperial court, if they ha4 
fuffered themfelves to be difperfed through the 
provinces. They required, and they obtained, 
the fole poffeffion of the villages and diitridts 
afligned tor their refidence ; they ftill cheri(hed 
and propagated their native manners and lanr 
guage ; afferted, in the bofom of defpotifm, the 
freedom of their domeftic government*, andacr 
knowledged the fovereignity of the emperor, 
without fubmitting to the inferior jurifdidtion of 
the laws and 'magiftrat.es of Rome. The here- 
ditary chiefs of the tribes and families were ftill 
permitted to command their followers in peace 
land war; but the royal dignity was abolilhed; 
and the generals of the Goths \vere appointed 
and removed at the pleafure of the emperor* 
An army of forty thouland Goths was maintaiji- 
cd for the perpetual fervice of the empire of the 
Eaft ^ and thofe haughty troops^ who affumed 
tiie title of Faderati^ or allies, were diftinguirti- 
cd by their gold collars, liberal pay, and Jicen- 
Jious privileges. Their native courage was im- 
proved 

—Oftrogotbis colitur miftlfqae Gruthuogti 

Pbryz ager ■ 
and then proceeds to oame the rivers of Lydia, the Pa£tolttS| and Hq> 
mus. 
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proYlsd' by the! ufe of arms, and the' knoi;irlcd^ ' 
of diftiplincf; and, while the republic was guard- 
ed| or threatened, by the doubtful fwprd of the 
Barbarians, the laft Iparks of the military fianie 
were finally extinguHhed i(i the minds of the 
"Rorm^ns' (i 29). Theodofius had the addrefs 
to perfiuuk his allies, that the conditions of peace 
which had beferi extorted from him by prudence 
and necfeifity, were tbevoluntary'expreflionsof 
his fincere friendihip for thfc Gothic nation (136). 
A: different m^ode or vindication or apology was 
oppofed to the complaints of the people; who 
IcAidly cenfur<^d thtfe (hkmeful and dangerous 
conceffions (131). The calamities of the war 
were painted in the raoft lively colours; and the 
fii^ft' fymptoms of the return of order, of plenty, 
and feturity were dili^ntly exaggeriated. The ad- 
vocates of Tbdodbfioscodldaf&ni, with fomeap- 
pefttanc^of t^th aiKl reafbn, that it was impoilible 
toes^rpate fomftny warlike tribes, who wd-e rcn- 
dlved defperate by the loft of their native coun- 
try; and that the exhatifted provinces would 
bfe revived' by a frefh fupply of foldiers and' 
h\ilbattdm^n. Tlife Barbarians ftill worer an an- 
gry and hoftile afpeft'; but the experience of 
pbffi timiesrinight encodrage the hope, thattHey; 

wotiid 
f . 

(119) Compart Jornm^e* (c. xx. 17.), wtio matks the conditicMi and 
mHnbcr of the Gothic FaeJerati^ with ZofimuB (I. iv. p. 258.)* who men- 
. tkmt their geld«n collars j «nd Pacitos (in Ptnegyr. Vet * xii/5/.) wW 
spplttids with fatf^ 6r foofiih'jo)^, theit-bravery tad <}i(^ipKiie.' 

(130) Amiitor pactsleileriiqu^ Go£hbrum,^is'the praife beftowcd ky 
ttie Cotfaic biftorian (c. xxix.), who reprefeACs his nation as innocent, 
petqeablc men, flow to anger, and patient of injuries. According to 
Livy, the Romans conquered the world in their own defence. 

(131) Befides the partial invedlives of ZoTimus (always difcontented 
with the Chriftian reigns), fe* the gfW 'teprelt'ntat^ani 'which Syneftu* 
addrefle^' to^ the emperor Arcadios (de Regno, p. a$; itf.edit. PetavJ. 
The philofophk biftiopltf' Cyretie wa^ neir enough' to judge ; aiid^ie wtif- 
fufficicntly remctred f ram the temptation of fear, or flattery. 
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would acquire the ^habits of jnduftry ^and obe- 
dience ^ «hat their manners would be poliihed 
by time, education, and the influence of vChri^ 
ilianity • and that their poflerity would in£&nfi- 
bly blend with the great body of the .empijae 

•NotwitManding thefe fpecious argum«nts,^Jj?J^^]^ 
and thefe fanguirie expeftations, it was apparent 
to every difcerning .eye, that >tfae Goths would 
long remain the ^enemies, and might (bon be- 
come the conqueror^s, of the Rop^an empire. 
Their rude and infolent d^diaviour .exprefled 
their contempt of the citizens and pix)vincial$, 
whom they infulted with impunity (^ 33). To 
the 2eal and valour of the Barbarians, Tbeodo- 
fius was indebted for the fuccefs of his arn^ : 
but their ^fliftance was precarious ; and ctbey 
"were fometimes jTeduced, by a treacherous anid 
incodiftant difpofition, to abandon bis jiandarid, 
at the moment when tbdr ftrvioe was die pnoit 
eflential. During the .civi^l war againfi Maxir 
mus, a great number of Gothic defertei<^ leticei^ 
into the^ morafles of Macedonia, wafiod tiae 
adjacent provinces, and obl4ged the intrepid 
monarch to expofe his perfon, and exert iids 
power, to fupprefs the riimg fiawc s>f rebeUion 
( 1 34). The public apprefaenflons wene &rtafifid 

by 

{ 1 3a) Thenullius (fir$t, ^i. p. a.i |, (ii A.) coomppftf f n ela^a^ snil 
I ttional apology, wh»ch U qot, 4^o^«yer, c^epgt frjom t^«|9i«ri]^ties of 
Gr.«ek f hetori& Orpheus could wly ^harm tile wi(d beafia of Tbn|ce ( 
but Tbeodopus enf:baoteci the men and women, wbofe pr«d<ccfibra in tbo 
fame country had torn Orphcut in f^cet, itc, 

(l3l)'CoiiA^atin^ waa ^^rived, l^aif fi%, rf 4he PjaWk jiHoyr- 
ance of bfea^, to ejcp^ tb« oofder of fi pf)t|iic foldierf tuimnu ra 
Sicvftfc^v waa ^hc gttjlt ef lU Jfcop.^. LibMwi, Oral. lii. p. 39^ edit. 
Morel. 

(134} ZoTimutfl. iv.p. 267-^271. He tells a hmg and ridkolona 

aory rf y^e wlyiyjiui^fM wipcf, jRffw^ roy^d {be country with only fite 

" * ' ' k^riemen. 
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by the ftrong fufoicion, that thefe tumults were 
not the cflFeft of accidental paffion, but the f e- 
fult of deep and premeditated defign. It was 
generafly believed, that the Goths had figned 
the treaty of peace with an hoftile and infidf- 
OU8 fpirit ; and that their chiefs had previoufly ' 
bound themfelves, by a folemn and fecret oath, 
never to keep faith with the Romans ; to main- 
tain the faireft (hew of loyalty and friendihip, 
and to watch the favourable moment of rapine, 
of conquell, and of revenge. But, as the minds 
of the Barbarians were not infcnfible to the 
power of gratitude, feveral of the Gothic leaders 
fincerely devoted themfelves to the fervice of 
the empire, or, at leaft, of the emperor: the 
whole nation was infenfibly divided into two 
oppofite factions, and much fophiftry was em- 
ployed in converfation and difpute, to compare 
the obligations of their firfl, and fecond, en-^ 
gagements. The Goths, who confidered them- 
felves as the friends of peace, of jufticc, and of 
Rome> were direfted by the authority of Fra- 
vitta, a valiant and honourable youth, diftin- 
guiftied above the reft of his countrymen, by 
the politencfs of his manners, the liberality of 
his fentiments, and the mild virtues of fecial life. 
But the more numerous fadtion adhered to the 
fierce and faithlefsPriulf, who inflamed the paf- 
o fions, and aflerted the independence, of his war- 
like followers. On one or the folemn fettivals, 
when the chiefs of both parties were invited to 
the Imperial table, they were infenfibly heated 
by wine, till they forgot the ufual reftraints of 
difcretion and refpedt j and betrayed, in the pre- 
fcnce of Theodofiiis, the fatal fecret of their 
domeftic difputes. The emperor, who had been 

the 

borfemf n, of k fpy whom they dete6^edy whipped^ and killed ia tn old 
woman't cotttgCi &c. 
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the reluftant witncfs of this extraordinary con- 
troverfy, diflcmbled his fears and refentment, 
and foon • dif miffed the tumultuous aflembly. 
Fravitta, alarmed and exafoerated by the in- 
folence of his rival, whofe Aeparture from the 
palace might have been the fignal of a civil 
\var, boldly followed him ;\ and, drawing his 
fword, laid Priulf dead at his\ feet. Their com- 
panions flew to arms ; and the faithful champi- 
on of Rome would have been opprefled by fu- 
perior numbers, if he had not been protefked 
by the feafonable imerpofiiion of the Imperial 
guards (135). Such were the fcenes of Barbaric 
rage, which difgraced the palace and table of 
the Roman .emperor; and, as the impatient 
Goths could only bereftrained by the firm and 
temperate chafa^er of Theodofius, the public 
fafety feemed to depend on the life and abilities 
of a fingle man (i3li)- - 

(13s) Compare Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legtt. p. ai^'tz.) with Zofimos 
1. iv. p. 279.)* "The difference of circnmftaoces and names muft undoubt- 
edly be applied to the fame ftory, Fravitta, orTravitta, was' after ward* 
coarul(A. 0.401.)* and ftill continued his fiiithfui fervice lo the eldeft 
£oa. of Theodofius (Tillemont, HifL des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 467.}^ 

(156) Les Goths ravagerent tout depuis le Danube jufqu'au Bofphore ; 
cxterminerent Valcns et (on armee; et ne rqpalTerent k Danube, que pour 
abaadonner I'affreufe folitude ^'ila avoiient faite (Oeuvrcs de Moa« 
tefquieu. torn. iii. p. 479 ; Confiderations|nr hs Caufes de la Grandeur et 
de k Decadence des ]R.omaini» c. xviij. The prefident Montefquiev 
feems ignorant, that the Goths, after the defeat of Valens, never aban« 
doned the Roman territory. It is now thirty years^ fays Claudiaa (de 
BeUo Getico, 166, &c. A. D. 4o4.)> 

£x quo jam patrios geas hec oblita Triones, 
Atque Iftrum tranfve£la femcl, velligia fixit 
Threicio fanella foio — — 

The error is inexcufable ; (ince it diiguifet the pnacipal and immediatt 
cattfe of the fail of the Weftern Empire of Rome. 
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